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CONCERNING  A  NAME 


The  name  "TOLIVER  CRAIG"  will  appear  many  times  in  the  following  pages 
for  it  has  been  used  persistently  by  the  descendents  of  the  first  Toliver  Craig 
for  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  and  eleven  generations.  A  brief  explanation  of 
its  origin  should  be  of  interest. 

"TOLIVER"  is  an  Anglicizat ion  of  a  name  that  was  becoming  widespread  in 
western  Europe  as  early  as  the  eleventh  century,  and  is  still  current.  It  is 
Taillef er  in  French,  Tagliaferro  in  Italian.  Scribes  of  the  middle  ages  ren¬ 
dered  it  into  Latin  as  Incisor  Ferri.  Meaning  literally  "Cutter  of  Iron",  it 
is  an  occupative  name  that  was  applied  to  a  man  who  worked  with  iron,  a  black¬ 
smith.  Its  English  equivalent  is  just  plain  Smith. 

The  name  came  to  England  in  1066,  one  Taillef er  being  among  the  Normans 
in  the  Battle  of  Hastings.  In  Scotland  one  Willemus  Tailfair  witnessed  a 
charter  about  1210  and  thereafter  the  name  occurs  in  Scottist  records  with 
increasing  frequency  as  the  centuries  pass  and  in  many  spellings  --  Tailyefeir, 
Tielyefeir,  Tailfair,  Talfer,  Taillepheir,  Telpher,  Tyllefer,  Telford,  Tailpher, 
Taliafer ,  etc.  As  Taliaferro  it  appeared  in  Virginia  very  early  in  the  Colonial 
period.  One  Robert  Taliaferro  witnessed  a  will  in  Virginia  in  1649  and  by  the 
opening  of  the  eighteenth  century  several  men  named  Taliaferro  were  living 
between  the  James  and  the  Rappahannock  in  the  general  region  that  would  soon 
become  Spotsylvania  County. 

Craig  is  a  Celtic  word  for  rock.  The  Saxons  shortened  it  to  crag  and  in 
this  form  it  passed  into  English  as  a  common  noun.  At  many  places  throughout 

the  Lowlands  of  Scotland  massive  rocks  thrust  up  abruptly  from  the  plain  or 

al ong  the  seashore.  Some  of  them  that  were  defensible  were  fortified.  The 
word  "craig"  which  at  first  meant  the  rock  itself,  came  by  extension  to  imply 
the  castle  that  surmounted  the  rock. 

On  one  such  rock  Edwin  the  Saxon  built  his  stronghold  and  centuries  later 
from  the  Dhu  Craig  --  Black  Rock  --  a  spur  of  nearby  Calton  Hill,  artillery 

battered  the  Craig  of  Edinburgh.  The  Rock  of  the  Clyde,  near  Glasgow,  called 

"Alcluyd"  by  the  Gaels,  and  the  Craig  of  Dunbarton  by  the  Saxons,  is  a  massive 
rock  with  twin  peaks,  Dunbarton  Castle  occupying  the  saddle  between  them.  It 
would  appear  that  scaling  this  precipitous  rock  must  have  been  a  perilous 
undertaking  even  for  a  man  on  a  peaceful  mission,  for  John  Knox  tells  of  one 
Johne  Hamiltone  who  was  carrying  letters  from  the  Court  of  France  and  "passing 
upe  to  the  Craig  of  Dunbartane,  befoir  his  Letteris  were  deliverit,  he  brack 
his  neck". 

As  a  surname  "Craig"  must  have  originated  independently  in  several  places 
for  it  was  widespread  throughout  the  Lowlands  very  early.  One  John  of  the  Rock, 
Johannes  del  Crag,  witnessed  a  charter  about  1200.  In  1296  Anneys  del  Crage  of 
Edinburghshire  and  Johan  del  Cragge  of  Lanarkshire  rendered  homage  to  the  English 
king,  Edward  I.  A  James  del  Crag  was  in  Ayrshire  in  1323  and  a  William  de  Craig 
was  in  Aberdeen  in  1396* 

A  family  of  Craigs  held  Craigston  Castle  and  its  lands  from  about  1350  to 
about  1600  and  another  family  in  North  Berwick  held  the  lands  of  Esticrag. 

In  1703  JOHN  CRAIG  married  JANE  TALIAFERRO  and  the  two  surnames  were 
joined  in  the  name  of  their  son,  TALIAFERRO  CRAIG. 

***** 

Of  a  round  dozen  accounts  of  the  parentage  of  TALIAFERRO  CRAIG  that  have 
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come  to  hand,  some  are  merely  fanciful  and  of  little  value  except  that  they 
contain  a  central  germ  of  fact.  The  others  are  clearly  copies  one  of  another, 
or  of  some  one  original.  Not  one  of  the  writers  of  these  accounts  cited  the 
source  of  his  information'. 

The  sum  of  these  accounts  may  he  stated  briefly  as  follows:  JOHN  CRAIG, 
1650-1704,  and  JANE  TALIAFERRO,  I67O-I7O4,  were  married  in  Scotland  in  1703. 

John  Craig  died  soon  after  the  marriage  and  Jane  sailed  for  Virginia  in  company 
of  her  brothers,  Robert  and  James  Taliaferro.  She  bore  a  posthumous  son  at  sea 
and  died  soon  after  his  birth.  One  account  says  TALIAFERRO  CRAIG  was  born  in 
Virginia  in  1705  and  another  gives  the  date  as  1710. 

The  one  central  fact  that  emerges  from  the  various  accounts  is  that 
TALIAFERRO  CRAIG  was  the  orphan  son  of  JOHN  CRAIG  AND  JANE  TALIAFERRO.  Since 
the  records  that  are  to  be  presented  hereafter  are  concerned  with  the  descendent 
of  TALIAFERRO  CRAIG  and  his  wife  MARY  HAWKINS,  and  not  with  their  antecedents, 
the  question  will  not  be  pursued  further  here  except  to  quote  briefly  from  the 
autobiography  of  Toliver  Craig  III  which  has  the  ring  of  authority.  A  copy  of 
this  document  was  sent  to  me  by  Mrs.  Grace  West  Baynham  and  is  quoted  here  by 
courtesy  of  Mrs.  Baynham. 

"My  grandfather  was  the  son  of  JANE  CRAIG,  who  was  from  Scotland. 

He  married  MOLLY  HAWKINS  by  whom  he  had  twelve  children.  My  father  was 
the  third. 

My  grandfather  on  my  mother’s  side  was  named  PETER  JOHNSON  and  was  from 
Scotland.  He  married  PEGGY  GAMES  by  whom  he  had  nine  children.  My  mother  was 
the  second,  by  whom  my  father  had  fourteen  children,  of  which  I  was  the  fifth, 
and  was  born  July  the  10th  1764  in  Orange  County,  Virginia." 

***** 
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TOLIVER  CRAIG  AND  MARY  HAWKINS 


Substance  begins  with  the  public  records  of  Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia, 
and  the  earliest  date  is  November  6,  1733?  when  George  Smith,  TALLEFERO  CRAG 
and  Philip  Bush  witnessed  a  deed,  which  is  recorded  in  Deed  Book  B.  George 
Smith  was  probably  Taliaferro  Craig's  brother-in-law  as  one  George  Smith 
married  Elizabeth  Hav/kins ,  sister  of  MARY  HAWKINS. 

Fourteen  years  pass  before  there  is  another  record,  then: 

"April  7 ,  1747 .  TALIVER  x  CRAGG  and  MARY,  his  wife,  of  St.  Geo.  Par., 

Spts .  Co.,  to  Joseph  Hawkins  of  sd  Par.  and  Co.  L5  curr.  200  a.  on  both  sides 
of  Terrys  Run,  in  Co.  and  Par.  afsd. ,  left  by  the -last  will  of  JOHN  HAWKINS, 
Deed.,  to  be  divided  between  Mary,  his  wife,  and  four  of  his  children,  (vizt.), 
Elizabeth  Hawkins,  Phebe  Smith,  Philemon  Hawkins,  and  the  sd  MARY  CRAGG. 
Witnesses,  A.  Foster,  Edmund  Foster,  Larkin  Johnston.  Recorded,  April  7?  1747* 
Deed  Book  D." 

The  foregoing  abstract  (from  Crozier's  Spotsylvania  County  Records,  as 
are  other  Spotsylvania  Records  used  herein)  is  the  most  important  Craig-Hawkins 
record  in  Spotsylvania  County,  for  in  it  Mary  is  publicly  acknowledged  to  be 
the  wife  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  she  is  further  identified  as  the  daughter  of 
JOHN  and  MARY  HAWKINS. 

Twelve  deeds  are  of  record  in  Spotsylvania  County  in  which  TOLIVER  CRAIG'S 
name  appears  as  in  the  following  abstracts: 

June  2,  1760.  TALIAFERRO  CRAG  of  Spts.  Co.  and  Mary,  his  wife,  to  their 
son,  LEWIS  CRAG.  Deed  of  gift.  276  a.  in  Spts.  Co.  No  witnesses.  Reed. 

June  2,  I76O.  Deed  Book  E. 

June  2,  1760.  TALIAFERRO  CRAG  of  Spts.  Co.,  and  Mary,  his  wife,  to  their 
son,  JOHN  CRAG.  Deed  of  gift.  87  a.  in  Spts.  Co.  No  witnesses.  Rec.  June  2, 
1760.  Deed  Book  E. 

May  31?  1760.  James  Cave  of  St.  Thomas  Par.,  Orange  Co.,  to  JOHN  FAULCONER 
of  St.  Geo.  Par.,  Spts.  Co.  L20  curr.  200  a.  in  St.  Geo.  Par..,  Spts.  Co. 
Witnesses,  T0LEF0R  CRAIG,  JOHN  CRAIG,  LEWIS  CRAIG,  PHILM.  HAWKINS,  Antho.  Golson 
Sept.  1,  1760.  Deed  Book  E. 

July  12,  1768.  Joanna  x  Cook  of  Spts.  Co.,  to  Michael  Yates  of  Caroline 
Co.  L10  curr.  150  a.  in  Spts.  Co.,  given  and  sold  to  sd.  Joanna  by  her  father, 
Thomas  Cook,  joining  lands  of  TALIAFERRO  CRAIG,  JOHN  CRAIG,  Samuel  Dyer  and  the 
heirs  of  Thomas  Collins  and  Thomas  Salmon,  Deed.  Witnesses,  John  McDonald, 

Wm.  Stears,  Susannah  x  Conell.  March  6,  1769*  Deed  Book  G. 

May  12,  1771.  Philip  Bush,  Senr.,  and  Philip  Bush,  Junr . ,  of  Orange  County 
to  BENJAMIN  CRAIG  of  Spts.  Co.  L20  curr.  Tract  of  land  in  Spts.  Co.  Witnesses 
TOLEVER  CRAIG,  JOHN  CRAIG,  James  Hayden,  RICHARD  CAVE.  No  date  of  record.  Deed 
Book  H. 

Augt .  29,  1772.  Alexander  Spotswood  of  Spts.  Co.,  to  TALIAFERRO  CRAIG  of 
sd  Co.  Lease.  170  a.  in  St.  Geo.  Par.,  Spts.  Co.  Sd  CRAIG,  JEREMIAH  CRAIG, 
BENJA.  CRAIG,  and  his  son  JOSEPH,  etc.  76O  lbs  tob.  Witnesses,  Jno  Brock, 

Jno  Chew,  Jr.,  Js  Lewis.  Nov.  20,  1772.  Deed  Book  H. 

Augt.  30,  1772.  Alexander  Spotswood  of  Spts.  Co.  to  TALIAFERRO  CRAIG  of 
same  Co.  Lease.  200  a.  "Sd  CRAIG,  JEREMIAH  CRAIG,  BENJA.  CRAIG  and  his  son 
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JOSEPH,"  800  lbs  tob.  John  Brock,  Jno  Chew,  junr.,  Js.  Lewis.  Nov.  20,  1 7 72 . 
Deed  Book  H. 

Feby.  20,  1773.  John  and  Richard  Ray  of  King  and  Queen  Co.  to  JOHN  CRAIG 
of  Spts.  Co.  L25  curr.  497  a.  in  Spts.  Co.,  on  branches  of  Mattapony  River. 
Witnesses.  TALIVER  CRAIG,  John  Perry,  Margaret  Long.  No  date  of  record.  Deed 
Book  H. 

Oct.  17,  1774.  Richard  Ray  of  King  and  Queen  Co.,  to  JOHN  CRAIG  of  Spts. 

Co.  L30  curr.  497  a.  in  Spts.  Co.  James  Gaff,  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  JEREMIAH  CRAIG, 

John  Pattie.  Recorded  May  18,  1775*  Deed  Book  J. 

Augt .  16,  1779.  TALIVER  x  CRAIG  of  Spts.  Co.,  to  Thomas  Almond  of  same 

Co.  L124  curr.  124  a.  in  Spts.  Co.  Ben  j  .  Bradley,  Reubin  Emerson.  Novr.  18, 

1779*  Deed  Book  J. 

June  30,  1781.  TALIAFERRO  x  CRAIG  of  Orange  Co.,  and  Mary,  his  wife,  to 

Wm.  Wiatt  of  Spts.  Co.  L20,000  curr.  500  a.  in  Berkeley  Par.,  Spts.  Co.  Wit¬ 

nesses,  Jos.  Brock,  Willm.  Smith,  Danl .  Branham,  Benony  Williams.  July  19,  1781* 
Deed  Book  J. 

"Sept.  6,  1781.  LEWIS  CRAIG  of  Spts.  Co.,  and  ELIZABETH,  his  wife,  to 

John  Mitchell  of  same  Co.,  L10  curr.  108  a.  in  Spts.  Co.,  part  of  a  tract 

purchased  by  TALIAFERRO  CRAIG  of  Corbin,  etc.  James  Sommerville,  Antho. 

Arnold,  John  Keaton,  Wm.  Strother,  Jno.  Sanders,  Benj  ,  Mastin,  Wm.  Wiatt.  Re¬ 
corded  March  21,  1782."  Deed  Book  J. 

***** 

Historians  now  generally  refer  to  Taliaferro  Craig  as  Toliver  Craig,  Sr., 
and  to  his  son  of  the  same  name  as  Toliver  Craig,  Jr.,  although  there  is  no 
evidence  that  either  man  so  designated  himself  during  the  years  they  lived  in 
Virginia.  In  later  life,  in  Kentucky,  Toliver  Craig,  Jr.  sometimes  added  the 
"Junior"  to  his  signature.  The  presence  of  two  men  of  the  same  name  in  the 
same  community  has  caused  much  confusion  of  identity.  From  the  meager  evi¬ 
dence  available  I  conclude  that  Toliver  Craig,  Sr.  lived  in  Spotsylvania  County, 
except  for  a  few  months  in  the  summer  of  1781  when  he  lived  in  Orange ,  until 
he  moved  to  Kentucky,  and  that  all  of  the  Spotsylvania  records  are  his.  I  also 
conclude  from  the  meager  documentary  records  available,  that  the  records  of  a 
Toliver  Craig  in  Orange  County  and  in  Botetourt  County,  including  the  military 
records  of  service  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  all  pertain  to  the  son,  Toliver 
Craig,  Jr. 


It  should  be  born  in  mind  that  when  Spotsylvania  County  --  named  for  the 
Governor,  Alexander  Spotswood  --  was  formed  in  1720  it  embraced  an  area  much 
greater  than  the  limits  of  the  county  of  the  present  day.  However,  only  the 
eastern  edge  of  the  county  was  settled  and  the  area  in  its  western  limits  had 
not  even  been  explored.  In  1734  Orange  County  was  formed  from  the  western  and 
major  portion  of  Spotsylvania,  and  in  1748  the  portion  of  Orange  lying  north 
of  the  Rapidan  was  cut  off  to  form  Culpeper  County.  These  shifting  boundary 
lines  have  added  to  the  confus ion, f or  a  man  who  had  not  changed  his  place  of 
residence  may  be  described  in  various  writings  as  being  a  resident  of  two  or 
three  different  counties. 

TOLIVER  and  MARY  CRAIG  were  among  the  earliest  adherents  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Virginia,  both  being  converted  to  that  faith  by  the  preaching  of 
Samuel  Harriss  in  the  early  1760’ s. 

TOLIVER  and  MARY  CRAIG  moved  to  Kentucky  with  the  "Traveling  Church"  in 
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the  fall  of  1781,  and  in  August  of  the  following  year  they  were  involved  in  the 
Siege  of  Bryan  Station,  TOLIVER  being  the  oldest  man  present  (78)  who  was  able 
to  use  a  gun.  MARY  HAWKINS  CRAIG  was  the  leader  of  the  women  and  girls  who 
risked  their  lives  to  obtain  a  water  supply  that  made  successful  defense  of  the 
Station  possible.  The  names  of  both  are  on  the  monument  at  Bryan  Station  spring. 

After  some  months  at  Bryan  Station,  near  Lexington,  the  old  couple  moved  to 
CRAIG'S  STATION  on  Clear  Creek  in  present  day  Woodford  County  where  they  died, 
TOLIVER  in  1795  and  his  wife  in  1804. 

There  is  in  the  Filson  Club  Library  some  correspondence  relating  to  a 
proposal  to  move  the  remains  of  TALIAFERRO  and  MARY  HAWKINS  CRAIG  to  a  cemetery 
at  Louisville,  but  apparently  nothing  came  of  it.  .  Since  they  had  never  lived 
anywhere  near  Louisville  the  reason  for  such  a  proposal  is  obscure. 

MARY  HAWKINS,  born  in  1716,  was  a  daughter  of  JOHN  HAWKINS  of  King  William 
County,  Virginia,  whose  wife  was  MARY  LONG.  In  I725  JOHN  HAWKINS  bought  the 
land  "on  both  sides  of  Terry's  run",  later  left  by  his  will  to  four  of  his  chil¬ 
dren.  The  abstract  of  the  record  is  as  follows: 

July  6,  1725.  Harry  Beverley  of  Spts .  Co.,  Gentl.,  to  JOHN  HAWKINS  of 
King  William  Co.,  planter.  L20  ster.,  400  a.  on  N.E.  side  of  Pamunkey  River  and 
of  both  sides  of  Terry's  Run,  alias  Jigging  River,  part  of  a  pat.  granted  sd. 
Beverley  in  St.  Geo.  Par.,  Spts.  Co.  Witnesses,  John  Chew,  Richd.  Bayley, 

Zachary  Lewis.  Rec.  July  6,  1725. 

JOHN  HAWKINS  died  before  October,  1740,  as  is  shown  by  the  following 
abstract  of  a  deed  recorded  in  Deed  Book  C: 

Oct.  7,  1740.  MARY  HAWKINS,  widow  of  JOHN  HAWKINS,  late  Deed.,  and 
Joseph  Hawkins,  George  Smith  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  and  Phebe  Hawkins  to 
Philemon  Hawkins.  L50  curr.  132  a.  on  Northanna  River,  in  St.  Geo.  Par., 

Spts.  Co.,  and  all  personal  estate  of  sd,  JOHN  HAWKINS,  Deed.,  in  possession  of 
sd  Philemon.  Thomas  Chew,  Jos.  Morton,  Charles  x  Smith.  Oct.  7,  1740. 

It  is  known  that  John  and  Mary  Hawkins  of  King  William  County,  Virginia, 
had  five  children: 

Joseph,  who  here  passes  from  these  pages. 

Philemon,  who  married  Sarah  Smith. 

Elizabeth,  who  married  George  Smith. 

Phoebe,  who  married  Charles  Smith. 

Mary,  who  married  Taliaferro  Craig. 

TOLIVER  CRAIG'S  will,  recorded  in  Will  Book  B,  page  79?  in  the  courthouse 
in  Versailles,  Woodford  County,  Kentucky,  reads  as  follows: 

"In  the  name  of  God  Amen.  I  TOLIVER  CRAIG  of  Woodford  County,  being  in  a 
low  state  of  health  but  of  perfect  disposing  mind  and  memory,  calling  to  mind 
the  uncertainty  of  this  mortal  life,  do  Constitute  this  my  last  will  and  Testa¬ 
ment  in  manner  and  form  following. 

First ,  and  principally,  I  recommend  my  soul  to  God  that  gave  it  and  my 
body  to  be  interred  after  my  death  at  the  discretion  of  my  executors  herein¬ 
after  named. 

Secondly ,  and  as  for  the  worldly  estate  the  Lord  has  blessed  me  with,  I 
lend  two  negroes  names  Warrick  and  Teanor  and  a  horse  and  best  bed  and  furniture 
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unto  my  beloved  wife,  MARY  CRAIG,  duping  her  natural  lif©  and  tor  her  death 
to  be  equally  divided  among  my  children  hereinafter  named  as  the  rest  of  my 
estate. 

Thirdly,  I  desire  that  my  children  all  be  made  equal  with  the  one  that 
received  the  most  of  my  estate,  that  is,  what  it  was  worth  when  they  received 
it . 


Fourthly,  I  desire  that  the  balance  of  my  estate  both  real  and  personal  be 
divided  equally  between  my  nine  children  namely;  JOHN  CRAIG,  TOLIVER  CRAIG, 
LEWIS  CRAIG,  JOSEPH  CRAIG,  ELIJAH  CRAIG,  BENJAMIN  CRAIG,  JEREMIAH  CRAIG,  JOISIE 
FAULKNER,  and  ELIZABETH  CAVE. 

Fifthly,  It  is  my  desire  and  will  that  my  above  named  children  make  JOHN 
SANDERS  and  SARAH  SINGLETON  part  equal  with  theirs  in  property  at  the  praise 
value . 

Sixthly,  It  is  my  desire  that  my  sons,  JOHN  CRAIG,  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  and 
LEWIS  CRAIG  do  execute  this  my  last  will  and  Testament. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  fifteenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand, 
seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

his 

TOLIVER  x  CRAIG 
mark 

Teste;  Jno  Cooke,  Anthony  Lindsey,  and  Daniel  Baldwin. 

At  a  court  held  for  Woodford  County  at  the  Court  House  thereof,  on  Monday, 
August  5,  1799?  this  last  will  and  Testament  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  dec'd  was  pre¬ 
sented  in  court  and  proved  by  the  oaths  of  Jno  Cooke,  Anthony  Lindsey  and  Daniel 
Baldwin,  three  subscribing  witnesses  thereto  and  was  ordered  to  be  recorded." 

The  reason  for  the  wording  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  clauses  of  the  will  is 
obscure  at  this  late  date.  Possibly  his  daughter,  MRS.  JOHN  SAUNDERS,  was 
dead  when  the  will  was  drawn,  but  his  daughter  SARAH,  MRS.  MANOAH  SINGLETON, 
w as  living. 

All  records  list  eleven  children  except  a  record  by  a  grandson  who  said 
there  were  twelve.  Probably  one  child,  known  to  the  grandson  but  unknown  to 
others,  died  in  infancy.  The  eleven  who  grew  to  adulthood  are  listed  below, 
but  not  necessarily  in  order  of  age; 


John  Craig  1730-1815 

m 

Sarah  Page 

Joyce  Craig 

m 

John  Faulconer 

Jane  Craig 

m 

John  Saunders 

Lewis  Craig  1737-1825 

m 

Elizabeth  Saunders 

Toliver  Craig  -1819 

m 

Elizabeth  Johnston 

Elijah  Craig  1743 

m 

Frances  Smith 

Joseph  Craig  1747-1819 

m 

Sarah  Wisdom 

Sarah  Craig 

m 

Manoah  Singleton 

Jeremiah  Craig 

m 

Lucy  Hawkins 

Benjamin  Craig 

m 

Nancy  Sturman 

Elizabeth  Craig 

m 

Richard  Cave 

*  *  *  *  * 
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JOHN  CRAIG  (son  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  SR.,  and  MARY  HAWKINS)  was  born  in 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia,  the  date  usually  given  being  1731.  He  died  in 
Boone  County,  Kentucky,  August  15,  1815 .  He  married  SARAH  PAGE  in  Virginia. 

She  died  in  Boone  County,  Kentucky,  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  97.  Both  were  buried 
near  Franc isville  ,  Kentucky.  They  had  ten  children:  JOHN  HAWKINS ;  ELIJAH; 
ELIZABETH;  LEWIS;  SARAH;  MARY  (Polly);  BENJAMIN;  FRANCIS;  PHILIP;  NANCY. 

JOHN  CRAIG  served  as  Captain  of  Spotsylvania  Militia  during  the  early 
years  of  the  Revolution,  and  he  was  in  command  of  Bryan  Station  during  the  siege 
in  1782,  of  which  more  later. 

JOHN  and  his  brother,  JEREMIAH,  and  JOHN’S  son,  ELIJAH,  seem  to  have  been 
the  first  of  the  family  to  go  to  Kentucky  where  they  appear  in  the  spring  of 
1780.  JOHN  CRAIG  made  a  land  entry  there  in  that  year. 

He  founded  CRAIG’S  STATION  on  Clear  Creek  in  present  day  Woodford  County, 
Kentucky,  at  that  time  Fayette  County,  Virginia.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Dan¬ 
ville  Convention  of  August,  1785,  where  he  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Resolution  petitioning  the  Virginia  Legislature  to  permit  the  separation  of  the 
western  counties  and  their  admission  to  the  Union  as  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

In  1796  he  was  elected  to  the  Kentucky  legislature  as  representative  of  Campbell 
County.  He  was  a  Trustee  of  Transylvania  Seminary  and  held  other  posts  in 
i  Church  and  other  semi-public  bodies. 

There  are  twelve  deeds  of  record  in  Spotsylvania  County  in  which  John 
Craig’s  name  appears,  either  as  principal  or  witness.  Abstracts  of  two  of 

I  them  are  reproduced  here  for  the  historical  interest  they  hold: 

"Oct.  6,  1778.  John  Lewis  of  Spts.  Co.,  (son  of  Col.  Fielding  Lewis  of 
Fredksbg),  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  to  JOHN  CRAIG  of  Spts.  Co.,  and  ELIJAH 
CRAIG  of  Orange  Co.  L400  curr.  1/3  of  that  part  of  the  church  lot  in  Fredksbg., 
ordered  sold  by  act  of  the  assembly,  which  sd  Lewis  purchased  from  the  Vestry, 
at  the  sale  thereof,  etc.  Witnesses,  Jno.  Frazer,  Fielding  Lewis,  Michael 
1  Robinson.  Feby.  19,  1 77  9  • 11  Peed  Book  J. 

"June  8,  1779.  JOHN  CRAIG  and  SARAH,  his  wife,  and  ELIJAH  CRAIG  and 
FRANCES,  his  wife,  to  Edward  Simpson  of  Fredksbg.,  L600  curr.  1/3  part  of  the 
church  lot  in  Fredksbg.,  sold  by  act  of  the  assembly  and  purchased  by  John 
Lewis,  Gent.,  who  with  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  conveyed  the  same  to  the  sd  JOHN 
and  ELIJAH  CRAIG,  etc.  Witnesses,  Henry  Beattie,  Fielding  Lewis,  John  Stamper, 
James  Jarvis,  Wm .  Craghill,  Wm.  Hopson.,  James  Brown.  Sept.  16,  1779*"  Deed 
Book  J. 


Filson  Club  Publication  number  34?  "Jillson’s  Early  Kentucky  Land  Grants", 
lists  176  entries  covering  some  34^,000  acres  of  land  in  the  name  of  "John 
Craig"  before  1790. 

Quite  probably  there  was  more  than  one  man  of  that  name  in  Kentucky  at 
the  time  and  certainly  many  of  the  entries  are  duplicates  (the  same  land  entry 
recorded  in  more  than  one  county)  yet  most  of  the  entries  must  have  been  made 
by  the  man  who  concerns  us  here.  John  Craig  and  his  business  partner,  Col. 
Robert  Johnson,  were  surveyors  and  locators  and  much  of  the  land  they  entered 
in  their  own  names  w as  for  others  for  whom  they  were  surveying.  Money  was 
almost  non-existent  and  surveyors  took  their  fees  in  land  and  became  land  poor 
in  the  process .  Whatever  the  real  ownership  of  all  the  numerous  entries  in 
John  Craig's  name,  he  owned  some  150,000  acres,  most  of  it  in  the  Blue  Grass, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  as  witness  the  order  of  Fayette  Circuit  Court,  Lexing¬ 
ton,  for  revestment  in  John  Craig  by  deed  from  Robert  Johnson,  Trustee  to  said 
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John  Craig.  (John  Craig  had  become  incapacitated  in  body  and  mind  and  Col. 

Robert  Johnson  had  been  appointed  his  Trustee.  Col.  Johnson  died  before  John 
Craig  and  their  business  affairs  became  very  complicated.) 

JOHN  CRAIG’S  will  was  dated  February  4,  1811.  He  died  August  15?  1815? 
and  the  will  was  recorded  at  the  December  Court  in  Boone  County.  In  the  January 
Court,  1816,  certificate  of  probate  was  granted  to  JOHN  H.  CRAIG,  with  bond  for 
$50)000  signed  by  CAVE  JOHNSON  and  THOMAS  M.  PRENTISS* 

Bequests:  To  wife,  SALLY,  all  personal  property  and  all  slaves  except 

Negro  man,  Jim,  who  was  to  be  free  at  JOHN  CRAIG'S  death,  other  slaves  to  be 
free  at  SALLY  CRAIG’S  death;  to  sons  ELIJAH  CRAIG,  BENJAMIN  CRAIG,  FRANCIS 
CRAIG,  and  sons -in-law  CAVE  JOHNSON,  JOHN  CAVE,  and  JOHN  BUSH,  "one  shilling 
each".  Remaining  property  to  be  divided  into  seven  parts,  one  part  to  son-in- 
la?/  THOMAS  M.  PRENTISS,  remainder  equally  to  sons  JOHN  H.  CRAIG  and  LEWIS  CRAIG. 

Executors:  Sons  JOHN  H.  CRAIG  and  LEWIS  CRAIG  and  JOHN  A.  CRAIG  of  Scott 

County.  Witnesses,  James  Hammond,  SAMUEL  CRAIG,  NATH’L  CRAIG,  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  JR. 
RICHARD  L.  SPARROW. 

Final  record  in  the  matter  of  the  will  was  made  in  Boone  County  Court, 

March  6,  1844* 

In  settlement  of  the  estate  the  executors  overlooked  40,000  acres  of  land 
in  present  day  Pike  County,  Kentucky.  This  was  hill  land  of  little  value  at 
the  time,  but  with  the  development  of  coal  mining  in  the  region  it  became 
valuable.  In  1893  an  abstractor  searching  titles  discovered  the  40,000  acres 
was  in  John  Craig's  name,  "paramount  title  acquired  by  patent  from  the  State 
of  Virginia  to  John  Craig".  In  the  ensuing  lav/  suit  "John  Craig's  heirs  versus 
John  Craig's  executors",  231  descendents  of  John  Craig  were  brought  into  court. 

The  records  of  that  court  action  should  contain  authentic  genealogical 
information  of  great  value  to  descendents  of  John  Craig.  These  records  were 
not  sought  by  me  as  they  are  outside  the  scope  of  my  line  of  research. 

***** 

JOYCE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  SR.  and  MARY  HAWKINS)  was  born  in 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia,  but  the  date  of  her  birth  is  not  in  any  available 
records.  She  was  probably  the  second  child  of  her  parents,  although  most 
records  list  her  as  the  fifth.  She  lived  to  be  more  than  eighty  years  old  and 
was  said  to  have  had  a  wonderfully  sound  physique,  still  having  all  of  her  teeth 
when  she  died. 

She  married  JOHN  FAULCONER  of  Orange  County,  Virginia,  date  not  of  record, 
but  the  following  items  establish  proof  of  marriage  and  identity: 

"Oct.  7?  1765 •  JOHN  FAULCONER  and  JOYCE,  his  wife,  of  Spts .  Co.,  planters, 
to  JOHN  CRAIG,  planter,  L12  curr.  100  a.  in  Co.  afsd.,  and  is  part  of  land 
whereon  sd.  FAULCONER  lives,  etc.  No  witnesses.  Recorded  in  Deed  Book  F, 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia." 

The  following  deed  is  of  record  in  the  Fayette  County  courthouse,  Lexing¬ 
ton,  Kentucky: 

"Know  all  men  by  these  presence  that  for  reasons  to  me  known,  I  nereby 
give  my  daughter,  JOYCE  FALKNER,  present  wife  of  JOHN  FALKNER,  of  the  county 
of  Fayette  and  State  of  Virginia,  a  negro  girl  by  name  of  Gemima  otherwise 
called  Mima.  I  give  her  to  the  above  JOYCE  together  with  said  Mima's  increase 


12 


forever  and  for  the  only  use  of  the  said  JOYCE,  to  will  and  despose  of  as  to 
her  seemeth  fit,  hereby  revoking  all  other  claims  of  right  or  title  to  the  said 
Gemima  alias  Mima  or  her  increse  forever. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  19th  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini  1791. 

his 

Toliver  x  Craig 
mark 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 
Godfred  Ragsdale 
her 

Elizabeth  x  Ragsdale 
mark 

Rich'd  Foley 
Elijah  Foley 

Fayette  County  Court  July  1791 

This  bill  of  sale  was  proved  by  the  oaths  of  Richard  and  Elijah  Foley 
witness  thereto  and  ordered  to  record. 

Teste:  Levi  Todd  Co  Clk 

Fayette  County  Court  Clerk's  Office  Dec  14,  1807. 

This  deed  of  gift  from  TOLIVER  CRAIG  to  JOYCE  FALKNER  was  produced  before 
me  with  the  foregoing  certificate  of  its  having  been  once  recorded  thereon 
endorsed  and  the  record  (as  suggested)  having  been  consumed  by  fire,  the  same 
thereupon  duly  recorded  in  my  office. 

Teste:  John  D.  Young." 

Fayette  County,  Kentucky,  Court  Records  B  Page  6l,  "Burnt  Records". 

(The  Fayette  County  courthouse  burned  about  1800  and  some  documents,  in¬ 
cluding  the  above,  were  recorded  in  the  new  books.) 

The  last  reference  to  JOHN  FAULCONER  in  Spotsylvania  records  is  a  deed 
dated  September  4,  1779  recorded  in  Deed  Book  J,  wherein  he  sold  300  acres  of 
land  to  Samuel  Partlow  of  Caroline,  and  there  is  a  mention  of  the  Faulconers  in 
Fayette  County,  Kentucky,  in  1788. 

The  date  or  place  of  death  is  not  in  the  meager  records  available  to  me, 
but  JOYCE  evidently  was  still  living  in  1790  when  she  was  mentioned  in  her 
father's  will  as  JOISIE  FAULKNER. 

In  the  record  of  the  Craig  family  left  by  Lewis  Mason  the  children  of  John 
Faulkner  and  Joyce  Craig  are  given  as  follows: 


Joseph 

m 

Miss  Nelson 

Polly 

m 

Andrew  Hampton 

Mar thy 

m 

John  Stevens 

John 

m 

Miss  Motall 

Anne 

m 

W.  Dewitt 

Lewis 

m 

Miss  Nelson 

Sally 

m 

Mr.  Wilcox 
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Franky  m  Henry  Wilson 

jane  m  Andrew  Johnson 

William 

The  Ballard  records  in  the  Filson  Club  Library  give  the  same  names  but  not 
in  the  same  order  and  do  not  give  name  of  spouse  except  in  the  one  instance 
missing  above.  The  Ballard  records  say  that  WILLIAM  FAULKNER  married  ELIZABETH 
HAWKINS,  daughter  of  JOHN  HAWKINS  and  SARAH  JOHNSON. 

General  Hawkins  in  his  "Reminiscences"  agrees  that  William  Faulkner  married 
BETSY  HAWKINS,  daughter  of  JOHN  HAWKINS  and  SARAH  JOHNSON  (SARAH  JOHNSON  was  a 
sister  of  ELIZABETH  JOHNSON  who  married  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  JR.).  General  Hawkins 
goes  on  to  say  that  Alexander  "Sandy"  Faulkner  who  wrote  "Arkansas  Traveler"  was 
a  son  or  grandson  of  WILLIAM  FAULKNER  and  BETSY  HAWKINS. 

Mrs.  Ermina  Jett  Darnell  in  her  "Forks  of  Elkhorn  Church"  mentions  only  two 
of  the  children  of  Joyce  and  John  Faulkner,  Martha  Stephens  and  Jane  Sanders, 
which  differs  from  the  Mason  record  given  above. 

Elsewhere  Mrs.  Darnell  says  that  John  Stephens  came  to  Kentucky  from  Orange 
County,  Virginia  and  "in  1785  he  married  Martha  Faulkner  (dau  of  John  and  Joyce 
Craig  Faulkner)  and  they  settled  on  the  Lexingt on-Lees town  road  about  six  miles 
from  Frankfort".  John  Stephens  and  Martha  Faulkner  had  ten  children: 

BENJAMIN  C.  STEPHENS;  LEWIS  STEPHENS;  ANN  STEPHENS  married  Thomas  Shockley 
in  1818;  JOHN  STEPHENS;  DANIEL  H.  STEPHENS;  JANE  STEPHENS  married  Richard  K.  Stou 
in  1821;  SALLY  W.  STEPHENS;  LEROY  D.  STEPHENS;  VERINETTE  LAFAYETTE  STEPHENS  mar¬ 
ried  John  Lewis  in  1824;  ARTIMASIA  STEPHENS  married  John  Wallace. 

*  *  *  *  * 

JANE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  SR.  and  MARY  HAWKINS)  was  born  in 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia,  but  dates  of  either  birth  or  death  are  not  in 
records  available.  She  married  JOHN  SAUNDERS  in  Virginia  as  is  indicated  in 
the  following  abstracts  of  deeds  recorded  in  Deed  Book  J,  Spotsylvania  County: 

"May  10,  1778.  JOHN  SANDERS  and  JANE,  his  wife,  of  Spts.  Co.  to  John 
Cammock  of  same  Co.  L28  curr.  52  a.  in  Berkeley  Par.,  Spts.  Co.  Geo.  Cammock, 
Henry  x  Cammock,  W.  Mas  tin.  June  18,  1778. 

Augt .  7 ,  1780.  Hugh  Sanders  of  Spts.  Co.  and  Catherine,  his  wife;  JOHN 
SANDERS  and  JANE,  his  wife;  Wm.  Mastin  and  Lucy,  his  wife,  to  Thomas  Bartlet  of 
Spts.  Co.,  Gent.  L6000  curr.  900  a.  in  Berkeley  Par.,  Spts.  Co.  Edwd .  Herndon, 
Wm .  Wood,  Thomas  Sharpe,  A.  Frazer,  A.  Bartlet,  W.  Frazer,  Jno.  Chew,  Jr.,  Jos. 
Brock,  Peter  Gatewood,  Thos .  Montague,  Thomas  Colson.  Sept.  20,  1780." 

JOHN  SAUNDERS  (or  Sanders)  was  a  son  of  Hugh  and  Catherine  Saunders,  and 
he  is  mentioned  in  the  wills  of  both  his  father  and  his  father-in-law.  On 
October  18,  1781  JOHN  SANDERS  and  JANE,  his  wife,  sold  205  acres  to  John  Wright, 
the  last  deed  in  their  name  in  Spotsylvania  records.  The  traveling  Church  had 
started  for  Kentucky  a  month  earlier,  so  it  appears  they  were  not  in  that  move¬ 
ment.  They  appear  in  Kentucky  within  a  few  months  and  were  at  Bryan  Station  in 
1782.  Of  their  lives  in  Kentucky  no  information  has  come  to  hand. 

John  Saunders  was  described  as  being  six  feet  tall,  straight  and  well  pro¬ 
portioned,  black  hair  and  eyes  and  of  a  pleasant  and  social  disposition. 

One  record  gives  the  names  of  their  children  as:  POLLY,  married  Joseph 
Bledsoe;  BETSY,  married  James  Smith;  LYDIA,  married  Hugh  S.  Gatewood;  NATHANIEL, 
married  Sally  Sanders;  JOHN,  married  Nancy  Samuels;  SAMUEL,  married  Nancy  Smith; 
LEWIS,  married  Nancy  Nicholas. 

***** 
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LEWIS  CRAIG  (son  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  MARY  HAWKINS)  was  Lorn  in  Spotsyl- 
i  vania  County,  Virginia,  in  1737*  He  died  in  Mason  County,  Kentucky,  in  1825, 

!  at  the  home  of  his  granddaughter,  MRS.  CRAIG  CHILES.  He  married  ELIZABETH 
SAUNDERS,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Catherine  Saunders  of  Spotsylvania  County, 
Virginia. 


I 

e 


He  joined  the  Baptist  Church  in  1765  anH  was  one  ^ s  lea(ling  preachers 

in  the  early  days  of  the  church.  He  was  the  leader  of  the  Traveling  Church 
from  Spotsylvania  County  to  Fayette  County,  Kentucky,  in  September,  1781.  He 
settled  at  "CRAIG’S  STATION"  on  Gilbert  Creek  in  December,  1791-  This  was 
then  Fayette,  now  Garrard  County.  In  1792  he  moved  to  Mason  County,  Kentucky, 
and  remained  there  until  he  died. 

He  was  the  builder  of  the  first  church,  the  first  school  house  and  the 
first  courthouse  in  Kentucky.  There  were  ten  children? 

John  Lewis  Craig  died  in  infancy 

Catherine  Craig 

Mary  Craig 

John  Craig 

Whitfield  Craig 

Sarah  Craig 

Lewis  Craig 

Elijah  Craig 

Frances  Craig 

Elizabeth  Craig 


The  foregoing  account  is  from  the  Ballard  Records  by  courtesy  of  the 
Filson  Club. 


Many  sketches  of  the  life  of  LEWIS  CRAIG  have  been  written  by  Baptist 
Church  historians  during  the  last  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  perhaps  the 
earliest  being  given  in  James  B.  Taylor's  "Lives  of  Virginia  Baptist  Ministers 
and  the  most  recent  and  most  detailed  being  that  of  Dr.  Frank  M.  Masters  in 
his  "History  of  the  Baptist  in  Kentucky"  published  by  the  Kentucky  Baptist 
Historical  Society,  Louisville,  1953*  LEWIS  CRAIG  is  mentioned  often  in  the 
writings  of  secular  historians  dealing  with  events  in  his  time  and  place,  and 
Kenneth  Roberts  presented  Lewis  Craig  as  a  character  in  his  historical  novel, 
"Oliver  Wiswell". 


LEWIS  CRAIG  was  converted  to  the  Baptist  faith  by  the  preaching  of  Samuel 
Harris  and  was  baptized  by  James  Reed  in  1766.  He  began  to  preach  about  a 
year  later.  In  the  same  year,  1767 9  the  Upper  Spotsylvania  Church  was  founded 
;  the  first  Separate  Baptist  Church  established  between  the  James  and  the  Rap¬ 
pahannock,  and  soon  after  the  church  was  constituted  LEWIS  CRAIG  became  its 
pastor.  In  1768  he  was  arrested  for  preaching  without  Episcopal  ordination 
1  and  was  in  jail  in  Fredericksburg  for  forty  days,  where  like  other  Baptist 
preachers  of  the  time,  he  preached  through  the  bars  to  crowds  gathered  around 
the  jail,  to  the  great  discomfiture  of  public  officials.  In  1771  He  was  ar_ 
rested  on  the  same  charge  in  Caroline  County  and  was  in  jail  in  Bov/ling  Green 

for  three  months. 


LEWIS  CRAIG  continued  as  pastor  of  the  Upper  Spotsylvania  Church,  then 
as  now  called  CRAIG'S  CHURCH,  until  September  of  1781,  when,  with  most  of  his 
congregation  and  some  other  persons  to  the  total  number  of  about  two  hundred, 

he  moved  to  Kentucky. 

The  Traveling  Church,  including  among  its  members  most,  but  not  all,  of 
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the  Craig  family  of  the  time,  left  Spotsylvania  County  in  September  of  1781 
and  reached  Gilbert’s  Creek  near  the  present  day  town  of  Lancaster,  Kentucky, 
in  December.  Most  of  the  people  made  the  six  hundred  mile  journey  on  foot,  as 
the  few  horses  available  were  needed  as  pack  animals  and  to  carry  the  small 
children  and  the  infirm. 

The  following  spring  most  of  the  members  of  the  church  moved  on  north 
and  the  Craigs,  with  others,  occupied  the  abandoned  buildings  of  Bryan's  Station  I 
near  Lexington.  LEWIS  CRAIG  formed  the  Gilbert's  Creek  Church,  the  third  Baptisf 
church  to  be  established  in  Kentucky,  and  served  as  its  pastor  for  about  two 
years,  when  he  moved  to  South  Elkhorn  and  set  up  a  church  there.  He  helped 
establish  several  churches  and  built  several  church  buildings.  (He  was  a  stone  | 
mason,  by  trade.)  He  also  built  the  courthouse  in  Washington,  Kentucky,  then 
the  county  seat  of  Mason  County,  in  1795*  This  building  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1909. 

In  1792  LEWIS  CRAIG  moved  to  the  little  town  of  Minerva,  in  Mason  County, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death.  He  built  the  Bracken  Church  at  Minerva  and  was 
its  first  pastor.  This  building  was  used  as  a  church  until  about  1900  and 
thereafter  as  a  community  center,  until  it  was  sold  for  use  as  a  tobacco  barn 
in  1930.  The  money  realized  from  its  sale  was  used  to  build  an  iron  fence  set 
in  concrete  around  the  graves  of  LEWIS  and  ELIZABETH  CRAIG.  Doctor  Masters,  in 
his  "Baptists  in  Kentucky",  says  he  visited  the  historic  old  building  in  1947 
and  "viewed  its  desolation". 

The  identity  of  Lewis  Craig  and  the  identity  of  his  wife  is  established 
in  the  following  abstracts  of  deeds  recorded  in  Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia; 

In  Deed  Book  E:  "June  2,  I76O.  TALIAFERRO  CRAG  of  Spts .  Co.,  and  MARY, 
his  wife,  to  their  son,  LEWIS  CRAG.  Deed  of  gift.  27 6  a.  in  Spts.  Co.  No 
witnesses.  Recorded  June  2,  1760." 

1 

In  Deed  Book  G;  "Nov.  14,  1766.  Hugh  Sanders  of  Spts.  Co.  to  his  son-in- 
lav/,  LEWIS  CRAIG,  of  same  Co.  Deed  of  Gift.  300  a.  in  Spts.  Co.  Witnesses, 

JOHN  SANDERS,  Jno.  Robinson,  John  x  Collins,  Thos.  Gholson.  Recorded  Octr.  3, 

1768." 

In  Deed  Book  J;  "Augt.  6,  1779*  LEWIS  CRAIG  of  Spts.  Co.  and  ELIZABETH, 
his  wife,  to  John  Skaths  of  same  Co.  L72  curr .  250  a.  in  Berkeley  Par., 

Spts.  Co.  John  Martin,  Joseph  Brock,  Thos.  Blanton.  Febry.  17,  I78O." 

The  foregoing  abstracts  show  that  LEWIS  CRAIG  had  married  ELIZABETH, 
daughter  of  Hugh  Sanders  before  November  14,  1766,  and  all  records  that  have 
come  to  hand,  except  one,  say  that  ELIZABETH  SAUNDERS  or  Sanders,  was  the 
daughter  of  Hugh  and  Catherine  Saunders.  Dr.  Masters  gives  her  name  as  Eliza¬ 
beth  Landers.  The  will  of  Hugh  Sanders  presents  a  difficulty. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  will  which  is  recorded  in  Will  Book  E, 
page  418,  Spotsylvania  County  Records: 

"Sanders,  Hugh,  Spotsylvania  Co.  Dated  Aug.  5,  1781.  Executors  Bond 
dated  Oct.  18,  1781.  Wit.  A.  Frazer,  James  Frazer,  W.  Frazer,  Wm.  Wright. 

Ex.  JOHN  SANDERS,  LEWIS  CRAIG,  Robert  Sanders,  Peter  Gatewood,  Anthony  Frazer. 

Leg.  wife,  Catherine  Sanders,  land  and  plantation,  together  with  house  where¬ 
in  I  now  dwell,  then  to  my  son  Nathaniel  Sanders;  sons  Robert  and  Charles  my 
land  in  Culpeper  Co.,  upon  Cedar  Run;  daughter  Catherine  Sanders;  daughter 
Rosey  Sanders;  daughter  Abigail  Sanders;  son  John  Sanders;  My  children,  namely: 
ELIZABETH  PAGE,  Sarah  Gatewood,  Mildred  Jones,  Nathaniel  Sanders,  Robert  Sanders  I 
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Charles  Sanders,  Mary  Lee,  Ann  Tally,  Catherine  Sanders,  Rosey  Sanders,  and 
Abigail  Sanders." 

If  the  HUGH  SANDERS,  wife's  name  not  given,  who  made  a  deed  of  gift  to 
! his  son-in-law,  LEWIS  CRAIG,  in  1766,  was  the  same  HUGH  SANDERS,  wife  CATHERINE, 
who  made  the  will  above,  then  a  clerk  or  scribe  made  an  error  in  writing 
".ELIZABETH  PAGE"  instead  of  writing  "ELIZABETH  CRAIG".  Writing  down  a  wrong 
name  is  not  an  uncommon  error,  and  it  is  significant  that  LEWIS  CRAIG  was  named 
as  one  of  the  executors  of  Hugh  Sanders'  will.  The  JOHN  SANDERS  mentioned  in 
the  will  married  Lewis  Craig's  sister,  JANE. 

Sixteen  deeds  are  of  record  in  Spotsylvania  County  in  which  Lewis  Craig's 
! name  appears.  In  nine  of  them  he  is  either  buyer  or  seller.  The  last  of  them 
[disposing  of  his  property  before  moving  to  Kentucky' are  as  follows: 

"September  6,  1781.  LEWIS  CRAIG  and  ELIZABETH,  his  wife,  of  Spts .  Co. 
to  John  Mitchell  of  same  Co.  L7  curr.  Reversion  in  abt.  50  a.  commonly 
called  Gardner's,  in  Spts.  Co.,  etc.  James  Somerville,  Antho.  Arnold,  Jno. 
Skeaton,  JOHN  SANDERS,  Ben j .  Mastin,  Wm.  Wiatt,  Wm.  Strother.  March  21,  1782." 

"Sept.  6,  1781.  LEWIS  CRAIG  of  Spts.  Co.  and  ELIZABETH,  his  wife,  to 
John  Mitchell  of  same  Co.  L10  curr.  108  a.  in  Spts.  Co.,  part  of  a  tract 
purchased  by  TALIAFERRO  CRAIG  of  Corbin,  etc.  James  Somerville,  Antho.  Arnold, 
John  Keaton,  Wm.  Strother,  Jno.  Sanders,  Ben j .  Mastin,  Wm.  Wiatt.  March  21, 

1782.  " 

Early  Kentucky  land  entries  (before  1790)  show  more  than  a  hundred  deeds 
under  the  name  of  "Lewis  Craig"  but  many  are  clearly  duplicates,  the  same  land 
entries  recorded  in  more  than  one  county.  They  cover  several  thousand  acres. 

The  earliest  entry  is  for  400  acres  entered  November  5,  1779?  and  is  recorded 
in  Book  1,  page  1,  Lincoln  County.  The  same  land  entry  is  recorded  in  Book  A, 
page  2,  Jefferson  County.  Since  nearly  a  third  of  the  early  entries  in  Lewis 
Craig's  name  were  made  in  1780  while  he  was  still  in  Virginia,  it  appears  that 
the  filings  were  made  by  agent  on  Treasury  Warrants  he  had  bought  from  dis¬ 
charged  soldiers.  And  it  was  the  acquisition  of  this  land  that  led  to  the  move 
to  Kentucky. 

Taylor  wrote  of  Lewis  Craig:  "He  was  far  from  possessing  a  cultivated 
mind,  but  being  a  sensible  man,  and  having  a  very  musical  voice,  with  agreable 
manners . he  excited  much  interest  among  the  people  he  addressed." 

And  Lewis  Mason  wrote:  "Lewis  Craig  was  a  man  of  medium  size .... .fair 
complexion,  placid  disposition  and  of  a  speculative  turn  of  mind.  He  was  highly 
philanthropic  and  did  more  to  assist  families  to  settle  on  farms  than  other 
man  in  the  early  settlement  of  Kentucky.  He  was  usually  beloved  by  all  his 
acquaintances.  He  established  the  first  Baptist  Church  in  Kentucky.  He  lived 
to  a  ripe  old  age.  The  wr ite,  Lewis  Mason,  s aw  him  preach  a  sermon  when  he  had 
to  sit  in  his  chair  in  consequence  of  the  infirmaties  of  age." 

***** 

Two  documents  concerning  events  in  the  life  of  LEWIS  CRAIG  are  reproduced 

below . 


Soon  after  LEWIS  CRAIG  was  released  from  jail  in  Fredericksburg,  he  and 
John  Waller  went  to  Williamsburg  to  intercede  with  Crown  officials  on  behalf 
of  the  Baptist  community.  Their  efforts  prompted  the  following  letter  from 
John  Blair,  Deputy  Governor,  to  the  King's  Attorney,  Spotsylvania  County: 
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July  1 6 ,  1768. 


Sir : 

I  lately  received  a  letter  signed  by  a  goodly  number  of  worthy  gentlemen 
who  are  not  here  complaining  of  the  Baptists.  The  particulars  of  their  mis¬ 
behavior  are  not  told.  MR.  CRAIG  and  Mr.  Waller  are  now  with  me  and  deny  the 
charges.  They  tell  me  that  they  are  willing  to  take  the  oaths  as  others  have. 

I  told  them  that  I  had  consulted  the  Attorney  General  who  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  General  Court  only  have  the  right  to  grant  licenses,  and  therefore 
referred  them  to  the  Court,  but  on  their  application  to  the  Attorney  General, 
they  brought  me  this  letter  advising  me  to  write  you  that . their  petition  was 
a  matter  of  right  and  that  you  may  not  molest  these  conscientious  people  so 
long  as  they  behave  themselves  in  a  manner  becoming  pious  Christians  and  m 
obedience  to  the  laws  till  the  court  when  they  intend  to  apply  for  license 
and  then  the  gentlemen  who  complain  may  make  their  objections  and  be  hearr 

The  Act  of  Toleration  (it  being  found  by  experience  that  persecuting 
dissenters  increases  their  numbers)  has  given  them  a  right  to  apply,  in  a  _ 

proper  manner,  for  licensed  houses,  for  the  worship  of  God,  according  to  their 
consciences;  and  I  persuade  myself  the  gentlemen  will  quietly  overlook  their 
meetings  till  the  Court.  I  am  told  they  administer  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord  s 


do 


and  differ  in  nothing  from  our  church  but  in 


Supper,  near  the  manner  we  .. _  , 

that  of  baptism,  and  their  renewing  the  ancient  discipline  by  which . they  have 
reformed  some  sinners  and  brought  them  to  be  truly  penitent---nay ,  if  a  man  of 
theirs  is  idle  and  neglects  to  labor  and  provide  for  his  family  as  he  ought, 
he  incurs  their  censures  which  have  good  effects.  If  this  is  their  behavior, 
it  were  to  be  wished  we  had  some  more  of  it  among  us;  but,  at  least,  I  hope  all 
may  remain  quiet  till  the  Court. 

I  am  with  great  respect  to  the  Gentlemen,  Sir, 


Your  humble  servant 


John  Blair. 


The  Baptist  Association  at  a  meeting  convened  at  Dupuy ' s  meeting  house  in 
Cumberland  County  addressed  the  following  petition  to  the  Virginia  Revolutionary 
Convention : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention:  While  you  are  (pursuant  to  the  important 
Trust  reposed  in  you)  acting  as  the  Guardians  of  the  rights  of  your  Consti¬ 
tuents,  and  pointing  out  to  them  the  Road  to  freedom,  it  must  needs  afford  you 
an  exalted  satisfaction  to  find  your  Determinations  not  only  applauded,  but 
cheerfully  complied  with  by  a  brave  and  spirited  people.  We,  however  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  the  body  of  our  Countrymen  by  appellatives  and  sentiments  of 
a  religious  nature,  do  nevertheless  look  upon  ourselves  as  Members  of  the  same 
Commonwealth,  and,  therefore,  with  respect  to  matters  of  a  civil  nature,  em¬ 
barked  in  the  same  cause. 

i 

Alarmed  at  the  shocking  Oppression  which  in  a  British  Cloud  hangs  over 
our  American  Continent,  we,  as  a  Society  and  part  of  the  distressed  State, 
have  in  our  Association  considered  what  part  might  be  most  prudent  for  the 
Baptist  to  in  the  present  unhappy  contest.  After  we  had  determined  "That  in 
some  cases  it  is  lawful  to  go  to  war,  and  also  for  us  to  make  a  Military 
resistance  against  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to  their  unjust  Invasion,  and 
tyrannical  Oppression  of,  and  repeated  Hostilities  against  America,"  our  people 
were  all  left  to  act  at  Discretion  with  respect  to  inlisting,  without  falling 
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under  the  censure  of  our  Community.  And  as  some  have  inlisted,  and  many  more 
are  likely  to  do  so,  who  will  have  earnest  desires  for  their  Ministers  to  preach 
to  them  during  the  Campaign  we  therefore  delegate  and  appoint  our  well-beloved 
Brethern  in  the  Ministry,  ELIJAH  CRAIG,  LEWIS  CRAIG,  Jeremiah  Walker  and  John 
Williams  to  present  this  address  and  to  petition  you  that  they  may  have  free 
liberty  to  preach  to  the  Troops  at  Convient  times  without  molestation  or  abuse; 
and  as  we  are  conscious  of  their  strong  attachment  to  American  Liberty,  as  well 
:  as  their  soundness  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  Religion,  and  great  use¬ 
fulness  in  the  Work  of  the  Ministry,  we  are  willing  they  may  come  under  your 
Examination  in  any  matters  you  may  think  requisite. 

We  conclude  with  our  earnest  prayers  to  Almight  God  for  His  Divine  Blessing 
on  your  patriotic  and  laudable  resolves,  for  the  good  of  Mankind  and  American 
Freedom,  and  for  the  success  of  our  Armies  in  defense  of  our  lives,  liberties 
and  properties.  Amen. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Association  the  14th,  August,  1775. 

John  Waller,  Clerk  Sam’!  Harriss,  Moderator. 

***** 

CATHERINE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  LEWIS  CRAIG  and  ELIZABETH  SAUNDERS)  was  born 
in  Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia.  She  married,  first,  PHILEMON  HAWKINS,  evi¬ 
dently  in  Spotsylvania  County,  as  is  suggested  by  the  following  abstract  of  a 
deed  recorded  in  Deed  Book  J: 

"Augt .  11,  1781.  SARAH  x  HAWKINS,  relict  of  PHILEMON  HAWKINS ,  dec'd; 
PHILEMON  HAWKINS  and  CATHERINE,  his  wife,  of  Berkeley  Par.  Spts .  Co.  to  Beverley 
Winslow  of  same  par.  and  county  whereon  sd.  Sarah,  etc.,  now  live.  Edwd. 

Herndon,  Willm.  Mills,  Rich'd.  Dickinson,  Edwd.  Coleman.  Dec.  20,  1781." 

PHILEMON  HAWKINS  who  married  CATHERINE  CRAIG  was  a  son  of  PHILEMON  HAWKINS 
and  SARAH  SMITH,  and  this  latter  PHILEMON  HAWKINS  was  a  brother  of  MARY  HAWKINS 
who  married  TALIAFERRO  CRAIG.  PHILEMON  and  CATHERINE  most  probably  went  to 
Kentucky  with  the  Traveling  Church  in  1781.  They  are  mentioned  as  members  of 
the  Great  Crossings  Church  in  Scott  County  in  1784. 

After  her  husband  died  CATHERINE  married,  second,  the  Rev.  JOHN  KING. 

;j  Names  of  Cahterine's  children  by  her  first  marriage  are  not  in  available  records, 
but  there  was  a  son  who  married  LUCY  THOMAS,  daughter  of  PHILEMON  THOMAS  and 
MARY  CRAIG.  There  were  two  children  of  the  second  marriage: 

Katherine  King 
Philip  King 

***** 

MARY  CRAIG  (daughter  of  LEWIS  CRAIG  and  ELIZABETH  SAUNDERS)  was  born  in 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia.  She  married  Gen.  PHILEMON  THOMAS,  probably  in 
Virginia.  PHILEMON  THOMAS  was  a  son  of  RICHARD  THOMAS  and  FRANCES  HAWKINS,  a 
daughter  of  PHILEMON  HAWKINS  who  is  mentioned  in  her  father's  will  as  in  the 
following  abstract: 

"HAWKINS,  PHILEMON,  Spotsylvania  Co.  d.  May  6,  1779-  Wit.  Joseph  Hawkins 
Ann  Hawkins,  Katey  Finley.  Ex.  wife  SARAH  HAWKINS;  sons  John  and  Joseph 
Hawkins.  Leg.  sons  John,  Joseph,  Philemon;  daughter  FRANKEY  THOMAS;  daughter 
LUCY  CRAIG;  wife  SARAH  HAWKINS.  Recorded  in  Will  Book  E,  page  334."  The  Lucy 
Craig  mentioned  in  the  will  was  the  wife  of  JEREMIAH  CRAIG. 
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Rouge,  Louisiana  Novemb ^ that  drove  the  Spaniards  out  of 

WesHlorJa!  general  Hawkins  gives  an  extensive  biography  of  Gen.  Thomas  in 
his  "Reminiscences"  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"PHILEMON  THOMAS  married,  first,  MARY,  a  cousin,  daughter  of  LEWIS  CRAIG. 
Thev  moved  to  Kentucky  before  1791  (at  this  date  he  was  a  member  of  the  Kentuc  y 
legislature  and  during  his  membership  his  wife  died).  His  second  wife  was 

FANNY  HAWKINS,  a  cousin,  daughter  of  JOHN  HAWKINS  and feather” nd  mother  lived 
on  a  farm  near  Minerva,  Mason  County,  now  Bracken.  His  father  and  mother  live 

on  a  farm  near  by,  where  they  died  and  were  huried-^a  farm  adjoining  the  Ble  - 

I  have  in  my  possession  a  little  book  entitled,  Christmas  in 

1862'  by  ELIZABETH  BRYANT  JOHNSON,  of  CRAIG  ancestry,  an  authoress 

who  lives  in  Washington,  D.  C.  She  presented  me  with  the  book  m 

informed  me  that  'Ashley  Hall',  where  the  scene  is  laid,  m  Mason 


s oe  farm. 
Kentucky , 
of  talent 
1894  j  and. 


County,  was  the  former  home  of  PHILEMON  THOMAS,  and  was 
close  of  the  18th  century.  ...» 


built  by  him  near  the 


I  do  not  know  the  date  that  PHILEMON  THOMAS  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to 
Louisiana,  but  it  must  have  been  subsequent  to  1806,  for  he  was  one  of  the 
executors  of  his  father-in-law,  JOHN  HAWKINS,  whose  will  was  probated  in 
September,  1806.  MRS.  NANCY  MOORE,  of  Dover,  Ky. ,  a  granddaughter  of  JOHN 


HAWKINS  and  SARAH  JOHNSON,  informed  me, 
thinks  both  of  his  wives  were  buried  on 


under  date 
the  farm." 


of  May  24,  1894,  that  she 


General  Thomas  lead  the  American  attack  on  the  Spanish  fort  at  Baton 
Rouge  in  1810-1811,  and  after  its  capture,  help  to  organize  a  Civil  Government. 
He  was  the  Whig  candidate  for  Governor  of  Louisiana  in  1812,  but  was  defeated 
by  Claiborne.  He  led  the  Baton  Rouge  militia  in  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans. 

He  was  a  member  of  Congress  in  1831-1835.  His  portrait  hangs  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  of  the  state  Capitol.  The  children  of  his  two  wives  apparently  went 
to  Louisiana  with  him,  but  their  names  are  not  in  available  records  except  for 
one  daughter,  Lucy,  mentioned  earlier  who  married  a  son  of  Philemon  Hawkins 

and  Catherine  Craig. 


*  *  *  * 


JOHN  CRAIG  (son  of  LEWIS  CRAIG  and  ELIZABETH  SAUNDERS)  was  born  in 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia,  date  not  certain.  He  married  CATHERINE  PATTIE 
in  Mason  County,  Kentucky,  December  22,  1795*  THe  Ballard  records  mention 
CATHERINE  PATTIE  as  the  daughter  of  POLLY  SANDERS,  one  of  the  water  carriers 
at  the  siege  of  Bryan  Station.  The  only  POLLY  SANDERS  present  at  the  siege 
was  MARY  SAUNDERS,  daughter  of  JOHN  SAUNDERS  and  JANE  CRAIG,  but  inf ormation 
about  her  marriage  is  not  in  available  records.  John  and  Catherine  Craig  had 

six  children; 


Asenath  Craig 
Sanders  Walker  Craig 
John  Craig 
Whitfield  Craig 
Elizabeth  Bledsoe  Craig 
Francis  Marion  Craig 


(died  unmarried) 

(died  unmarried) 

m  Elizabeth  Hawkins --no  further  record 


*  *  *  *  * 


WHITFIELD  CRAIG  (son  of  LEWIS  CRAIG  and  ELIZABETH  SAUNDERS)  was  born  in 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia,  and  came  to  Kentucky  with  the  Traveling  Church. 
He  was  in  the  siege  of  Bryan  Station  and  the  Battle  of  Blue  Licks.  In  1793  He 
is  listed  as  assessor  of  District  No.  1,  Mason  County.  He  married  Charlotte 
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Lambkin.  They  had  two  children: 


Maria  Craig 
William  Craig 


***** 

ELIJAH  CRAIG  (son  of  LEWIS  CRAIG  and  ELIZABETH  SAUNDERS )  married  first, 
MARY  (Polly)  HARGATE  and  had  two  children: 


Mary  Craig 
John  H.  Craig 

Elijah  Craig  married,  second, 

Elizabeth  Craig 
Frances  Chiles  Craig 
Oliver  Craig 
Jane  Craig 
Malvina  Craig 


who  died  unmarried 

Mary  Davis  by  whom  he  had  five  children: 


who  married  John  McCoy 

who  died  unmarried 

who  married  Nicholas  Worthington 

who  married  a  Reverend  Mr.  Larne 


*  *  *  *  * 


FRANCES  CRAIG  (daughter  of  LEWIS  CRAIG  and  ELIZABETH  SAUNDERS)  was  born 
in  Spotsylvania  County ,  Virginia,  in  1776.  She  died  in  Mason  County,  Kentucky, 
April  11, ^ 1834.  She  married  (General)  DAVID  CHILES  February  10,  1791.  He  was 
born  in  Virginia,  August  23,  17°7 I  died  in  Mason  County,  Kentucky,  November  17? 
1834.  General  Chiles  (this  name  is  sometimes  "Childs"  but  originally  was 
spelled  Cheiles")  was  in  the  War  of  1812  and  saw  service  in  Canada.  At  their 
marriage  Frances  received  from  her  father  as  a  d ow e ry  the  farm  near  Minerva, 
called  "Woodland".  There  were  four  children: 


James  Chiles 
David  Chiles 
Lewis  Craig  Chiles 
Elizabeth  Chiles 


***** 

An  item  of  some  interest  concerning  men  just  mentioned  in  the  items  above 
is  the  founding  of  Germantown,  Kentucky,  a  small  town  about  twenty  miles  west 
of  Maysville  and  now  bisected  by  the  county  line  between  Mason  and  Bracken 
counties.  It  was  laid  out  in  1784  by  WHITFIELD  CRAIG,  son  of  LEWIS  CRAIG, 
and  first  was  called  Buchanan  Station.  The  land  was  owned  by  Philemon  Thomas 
until  an  act  of  the  legislature  provided  that  "All  right  and  title  of  the  said 
Philemon  Thomas  to  the  said  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  shall  be 
and  is  hereby  vested  in  DAVID  CHILES,  WHITEFIELD  CRAIG,  Spencer  Record,  Thomas 
Davis  and  Thomas  Hubbard,  gentlemen,  trustees  and  establish  a  town  by  the  name 
of  Germantown . " 

***** 

ELIZABETH  BRYANT  CRAIG  (daughter  of  JOHN  CRAIG  and  CATHERINE  PATTIE)  was 
born  in  Mason  County,  Kentucky,  March  6,  1802.  She  died  in  Mason  County  in 
1869 .  Her  name  is  given  as  ELIZABETH  BLEDSOE  CRAIG  in  the  Ballard  records  but 
as  ELIZABETH  BRYANT  in  Mason  County  marriage  records  and  in  D.A.R.  records. 

There  is  either  a  confusion  of  middle  names  or  a  case  of  mistaken  identity. 

She  married  her  cousin  LEWIS  CRAIG  CHILES,  son  of  DAVID  CHILES  and  FRANCES  *  CRAIG , 
October  1 6,  1821.  There  were  two  children: 

David  Chiles  who  died  unmarried 

John  Lewis  Chiles 

***** 
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JOHN  LEWIS  CHILES,  above,  was  born  in  Mason  County, 
1825.  He  died  at  Falmouth,  Kentucky,  Sept, »ber  17 ^  187  . 
ELIZABETH  MORGAN,  no  children,  and  second,  AMANDA  PATTON, 
1835  at  Elizaville,  Kentucky,  and  died  February  16,  1928, 
They  were  married  February  27,  1855-  They  had  a  son: 


Kentucky,  July  18, 

He  married,  first, 
who  was  born  August  12 
at  Falmouth,  Kentucky. 


Charles  Chester  Chiles 


*  *  *  *  * 


CHARLES  CHESTER  CHILES,  above,  was  born  July  29,  1865  ^Ealmouth,  Kentucky 
,  .  77  '  1  it  TQOd  in  Birmingham,  Alabama.  He  married  ELLENA  ROSE  NAVE 

October  Z  1888?’  She  was  born  January  22,  1870  at  Jonesboro,  Jefferson  County, 
Alabama.  One  child  of  record: 


Sue  Chiles 


***** 


SUE  CHILES,  above,  (daughter  of  CHARLES  CHESTER  CHILES  and  ELLENA  ROSE 
NAVE),  was  born  May  1,  1894,  in  Birmingham,  Alabama.  She  married  HARRY  REMBE 

MORRIS. 

(A  few  years  ago  I  had  a  brief  correspondence  with  MRS.  SUE  MORRIS.  She 
was  then  teaching  in  a  teachers-  college  in  Maryland.  She  was  in  very  poor 
health,  had  been  in  the  hospital  all  summer,  and  was  not  well  enough  to  write 
much.  She  gave  me  a  letter  of  permission  to  have  a  copy  of  her  D.  A.  R. 
papers  made,  and  much  of  the  information  given  above  on  her  line  of  descent 
from  Lewis  Craig  is  taken  from  them,  with  some  corroboration  and  amplification 

from  the  Ballard  records.  HLC) 

V  at  X-  At 


ELIJAH  CRAIG  (son  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  SR.  and  MARY  HAWKINS)  was  born  in 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia,  in  1743-  He  died  in  Kentucky  m  1808.  He 
married  first,  FRANCES  SMITH,  and,  second,  MRS.  HUGH  GATEWOOD,  nee  Tabb  of 
Essex  County,  Virginia.  No  authentic  inf ormati on ■ on  the  dates  and  places . of 
these  marriages  have  come  to  hand,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  first  was  m 
Virginia  and  the  second  in  Kentucky.  The  marriage  with  Mrs.  Gatewood  was  made 


when  both  were  elderly .  Mrs 


Gatewood's  son,  Hugh  Gatewood,  Jr.,  married  Mary 


Mil  li  UU  Oil  C  -  -  -  '  ,  (  . 

(Polly)  Craig,  a  daughter  of  Elijah  Craig  by  his  first  marriage 


Elijah  was  a  famous  Baptist  preacher.  He  first  became  attracted  to  that 
Faith  in  1764  by  the  preaching  of  David  Thomas.  In  17^5  He  attended  the 
preaching  of  Samuel  Harris,  joined  the  Separate  Baptists  and. began  to  preach. 
Harris  at  that  time  had  not  yet  been  ordained  and  Elijah  Craig  went. to  North 
Carolina  and  brought  back  an  ordained  minister,  James. Reed,  to  baptize  the 
converts  Harris  had  made.  In  1781  Elijah  Craig  was  licensed  to  perform  the 

marriage  ceremony. 


Like  other  Baptist  preachers  in  Virginia  in  the  1770’ s?  He  was  jailed  for 
preaching  without  Episcopal  ordination.  Semple,  in  his  "Rise  and  Progress  of 
the  Baptists  in  Virginia"  v-rriting  of  Elijah  Craig,  says,  "They  sent  the  sheriff 
and  posse  after  him,  Y/hen  at  his  plough.  He  was  taken  and  carried  before  three 
magistrates  of  Culpeper.  They,  without  hearing  arguments,  pro  or  con,  ordered 

him  to  jail . Mr.  Craig  says,  'they  were  fed  on  rye  bread  and  water,  to  the 

injury  of  their  health.'  After  staying  there  one  month,  preaching  to  all  who 
came,  he  gave  bond  for  good  behavior,  and  came  out.  Taylor,  in  his  Lives  of 
Virginia  Baptist  Ministers",  says  Elijah  Craig  was  also  confined  in  Orange 
County  jail,  but  Scott,  in  his  "History  of  Orange  County",  says  the  Orange 
records  "do  not  sustain  this  statement". 
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The  Blue  Run  Church  (Blew  Run  in  the  old  records)  located  in  southwest 
Orange  County  and  a  few  miles  north  of  Barboursville ,  is  the  oldest  Baptist 
church  in  Orange  County.  It  was  constituted  in  1769  and  Elijah  Craig  was  its 
first  pastor.  The  North  Pamunkey  church  on  the  north  Fork  of  Pamunkey  River 
was  organized  in  1774  hy  Elijah  Craig  and  Aaron  Bledsoe,  with  Bledsoe  its  first 
pastor . 

Semple,  in  his  History  of  the  Baptists,  has  the  following:  "An  account  of 
the  rise  of  this  church  (Blue  Run)  may  be  seen  in  our  account  of  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  Separate  Baptists  in  Virginia.  By  recurring  to  that  recital 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  was  among  the  first  places  the  Gospel  took  effect, 
through  the  labors  of  Messrs.  Harriss  and  Read,  and  that  as  early  as  the  4th  of 
December,  1769?  this  church  was  constituted  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Elijah 
Craig.  Her  history  since  that  period  remains  to  be  here  inserted. 

"It  appears  that  they  prospered  under  the  care  of  Elder  Craig:  many  were 
added  to  the  church,  and  it  was  large  and  prosperous  for  many  years.  In  1786 
E.  Craig  moved  to  Kentucky..." 

Appended  to  this  in  the  1894  revised  edition  of  Semple  is  the  following 
footnote:  "Elder  Craig  had  been  preceded  to  Kentucky  by  his  brothers,  Lewis 

and  Joseph.  He  removed  in  1787  and  settled  in  Scott  County,  where  he  purchased 
one  thousand  acres  of  land  on  and  adjoining  the  present  site  of  Georgetown. 

He  established  the  first  classical  school  in  Kentucky,  the  first  saw  and  grist¬ 
mill,  the  first  fulling  and  paper-mill,  and  the  first  ropewalk.  His  business 
engrossments  impaired  his  ministerial  usefulness.  He  was  the  first  pastor  of 
"Old  Crossing"  church.  ’His  preaching  was  of  the  most  solemn  style;  his 
appearance  as  of  a  man  who  had  just  come  from  the  dead;  of  a  delicate  habit,  a 
thin  visage,  large  eyes  and  mouth;  the  sweet  melody  of  his  voice,  both  in 
preaching  and  singing,  bore  all  down  before  it. ’  He  died  in  1803?  aet.  sixty." 

Most  of  Orange  County’s  public  records  have  been  misplaced  or  lost,  but 
Virginia's  census  of  October,  1782,  lists  Elijah  Craig  with  an  establishment 
of  nine  v\rhites  and  twenty  blacks.  In  Spotsylvania  County  there  are  three 
deeds,  one  in  Deed  Book  F,  recorded  Nov.  3?  1766,  covering  a  sale  of  land  by 
Samuel  Faulconer  and  Mary,  his  wife,  to  James  Bowler,  and  witnessed  by  John 
Collins,  Lewis  Craig  and  Elijah  Craig.  Two  deeds,  whereby  Elijah  Craig  and 
wife  Frances  and  John  Craig  and  wife  Sarah  bought  and  sold  property  in 
Fredericksburg,  are  reproduced  elsewhere  herein. 

Elijah  Craig  was  the  last  one  of  the  Craigs  to  move  to  Kentucky,  going 
either  in  1786  or  1787.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Kentucky  he  became  pastor 
of  the  Great  Crossings  Church  which  he  served  for  five  years.  The  Great 
Crossings  Church,  still  in  existence,  was  constituted  May  28,  1785  ?  hy  Lewis 
Craig  and  John  Taylor,  but  seems  not  to  have  had  a  regular  pastor  until  the 
arrival  of  Elijah  Craig,  as  he  is  credited  with  being  its  first  pastor. 

Elijah  Craig  became  involved  in  a  religious  controversy  in  the  early 
1790’s  and  was  unfrocked  but  was  later  reinstated  to  fellowship.  In  1795 
McConnell's  Run  Church  was  constituted  and  he  was  called  as  its  first  pastor 
but  retired  after  a  few  months,  due  to  ill  health.  The  McConnell's  Run 
Church  was  moved  to  Stamping  ground  in  1819  and  since  then  has  been  known  by 
the  latter  name.  It  is  still  a  prosperous  church. 

Elijah  Craig's  will  is  recorded  in  Will  Book  A,  page  410,  Scott  County, 
Kentucky,  and  mentions  sons  Simeon,  John  D. ,  my  children  Joel,  John,  Lucy  and 
Mary.  Executors,  John  Hawkins,  Isiah  Pitts,  John  D.  Craig.  4/26/l808--May  1808. 
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Elijah  Craig  was  described  as  5  ft*  10  in.  tall  and  of  fair  complexion, 
"always  neat  and  genteel  in  his  dress  and  of  mild  and  pleasant  manners. 

***** 

JOSEPH  CRAIG  (son  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  SR.  and  MARY  HAWKINS)  was  born  in 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia,  June  11,  1741.  He  died  in . Kentucky  in  1819. 

He  married  SARAH  (Sally)  WISDOM.  She  was  born  in  1744?  died  1820. 

JOSEPH  CRAIG  was  also  a  Baptist  preacher  but  had  less  ability  in  that 
line  than  his  brothers.  While  holding  services  at  Guinea  Bridge  Church  in 
Spotsylvania  County,  he  and  others  were  arrested  and  carried  before  a  magis¬ 
trate.  On  their  way  to  the  magistrate’s  house,  as  Semple  puts  it,  "Mr.  Craig 
thinking  it  no  dishonor  to  cheat  the  devil,  as  he  termed  it,  slipped  off  his 
horse  and  took  to  the  bushes.  They  hunted  him  with  dogs,  but  Asahel  like, 
being  light  of  foot,  he  made  good  his  retreat." 

This  family  came  to  Kentucky  in  1781  with  the  Traveling  Church  and  they 

were  at  Bryan  Station  at  the  time  of  the  siege.  Joseph  seems  to  have  settled 

in  Fayette  County  and  for  some  time  to  have  been  pastor  of  a  church  known  as 
"Head  of  Boone’s  Creek". 

Joseph  Craig  has  no  deeds  of  record  in  Spotsylvania  but  there  is  one 

curious  item  recorded  in  Deed  Book  0  in  that  county  that  pertains  to  him,  as 

f  ollows : 

"July  13,  1795.  Richard  Noell,  formerly  of  Essex  Co.,  at  present  of 
Spots.  Co.  to  Robert  Crutchfield  of  Spots.  Co.  Whereas  the  sd  Noell  is  en¬ 
titled  to  his  choice  of  a  moiety  of  6000  a.  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  taken  up 
and  located,  and  as  he  expects,  duly  secured  by  and  through  the  agency  of 
JOSEPH  CRAIG,  and  as  acknowledged  by  his  letter  dated  Sept.  21,  1793?  etc., 
and  being  desirous  of  making  a  reasonable  settlement  and  provision  of  same  for 
his  creditors  and  children,  this  Ind.  therefore  witnesseth,  that  sd.  Noell  in 
consideration  of  the  premises,  etc.,  conveys  to  the  sd.  Crutchfield  all  right, 
title,  etc.,  in  the  afsd.  lands  in  trust,  for  children  begotten  or  to  be  be¬ 
gotten  between  the  sd.  Richd.  Noell  and  Mary,  his  present  wife,  1/3  thereof; 
the  remaining  2/3ds.  to  be  sold,  etc.  Witnesses,  Robt.  Lewis,  Danl.  Trigg, 
Stapleton  Crutchfield,  James  x  Ray,  Thomas  Crutchfield,  Jos.  Herndon,  Z. 
Shackleford,  Thomas  Poster.  Letter  dated  Septr.  21,  1793?  from  JOSEPH  CRAIG 
to  Richd.  Noell,  Gr .  in  Essex  Co.  Reed.  Jany.  5?  1796." 

Joseph  Craig’s  will  is  recorded  in  Will  Book  D,  p.  478,  Clark  County, 
Kentucky,  dated  September  7?  1818,  and  probated  in  the  March  Court,  I8I9. 

Estate  valued  at  $8,738.90*  Divided  between  children:  SAMUEL  H ;  JOSEPH; 
REUBEN;  JAMES;  THOMAS;  ELIJAH;  JANE  ASHURST ;  POLLY  MITCHUM;  LUCY  DUPUY  and 
the  seven  children  of  SALLY  ALLEN,  Sally  being  dead. 

***** 

SARAH  (Sally)  CRAIG  (daughter  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  SR.  and  MARY  HAWKINS)  was 
born  in  Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia.  The  date  of  her  birth  is  not  in  avail¬ 
able  records,  but  she  is  said  to  be  the  youngest  daughter  of  the  family.  She 
married  MANOAH  SINGLETON  January  10,  1765?  probably  in  Orange  County,  Virginia, 
as  Manoah  Singleton  seems  to  have  been  a  resident  of  Orange.  He  is  not  men¬ 
tioned  in  Spotsylvania  records  but  v/as  commissioned  a  lieutenant  in  Orange  in 
1777.  Little  information  about  Manoah  Singleton  has  come  to  hand  other  than 
his  military  record.  He  served  in  Virginia  during  the  Revolution  and  seems 
to  have  been  in  Kentucky  as  early  as  1780,  still  serving  as  a  soldier.  He 
was  at  Bryan  Station  in  1780  and  was  probably  there  at  the  time  of  the  siege 
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in  1782.  Sally  was  also  there  at  the  time  of  the  siege. 

About  1783  the  SINGLETONS  moved  to  a  farm  in  Jessamine  County,  Kentucky, 
where  it  appears  they  lived  out  their  lives. 

Manoah  Singleton  also  served  in  the  army  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  fre¬ 
quently  in  the  Indian  fighting  during  the  early  years  in  Kentucky. 

Their  children  were:  JECONIAH,  born  March  16,  1766.  He  married  JANE 
TAYLOH,  a  sister  of  the  Rev.  JOHN  TAYLOR,  the  Baptist  historian;  ELIZABETH, 
born  January  3?  17^8,  married  GEORGE  O’NEAL;  SARAH,  born  October  15,  1771? 
married  MOSES  MARTIN;  MASON,  born  September  1,  1773,  married  FRANCES  GARNETT; 
MARY,  born  January  28,  1776,  died  in  infancy;  HANNAH,  born  February  8,  1778, 
married  JOHN  LANCASTER;  ANNA,  born  October  13,  1781,  married  JAMES  HITER;  JANE, 
born  1787,  married  SAMUEL  BARKLEY;  MARTHA,  born  April  3,  1789,  married  HAWKINS 
CRAIG;  JOANNAH,  born  January  15,  1790;  SUSAN,  born  January  16,  1793,  married 
JOSEPH  HUGHES,  JR. 

***** 

JEREMIAH  CRAIG  (son  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  SR.  and  MARY  HAWKINS)  was  born  in 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia,  but  date  is  not  in  available  records.  He  was  a 
|  younger  son,  perhaps  the  youngest.  He  served  in  the  army  in  Virginia  in  the 
early  years  of  the  Revolution,  was  in  Kentucky  with  his  brother,  John,  in  the 
spring  of  1779*  T  find  a  reference  to  his  name  in  connection  with  the  Illinois 
Regiment,  implying  that  he  served  with  George  Rogers  Clark  in  the  conquest  of 
the  Ohio  Valley,  but  have  been  unable  to  see  the  record.  He  was  described  as 
a  "brave  man  in  pursuit  of  Indians".  Collins,  in  his  "History  of  Kentucky", 
Edition  of  1847,  pages  554-5,  naming  men  who  defended  Frankfort  and  its  immediate 
neighborhood,  says,  "On  the  Elkhorn,  below  the  Forks,  old  Mr.  Church  and  sons, 
JEREMIAH  CRAIG,  and  others,  distinguished  themselves  by  their  bravery  and  zeal." 
He  was  one  of  the  defenders  of  Bryan  Station  and  was  in  the  Battle  of  Blue  Licks, 
the  last  military  action  of  the  American  Revolution.  His  name  is  on  the  monu¬ 
ments  at  Bryan  Station  and  Blue  Licks. 

Kentucky  became  a  State  June  1,  1792,  and  when  Frankfort  had  been  chosen 
as  the  seat  of  government,  arrangements  were  made  for  building  the  statehouse. 

To  pay  for  the  building  a  bond  for  S3, 000,  dated  August  9,  1792,  was  signed  by 
the  following  citizens  of  Frankfort:  Harry  Innes,  Nat  Sanders,  Bennett  Pember¬ 
ton,  BENJAMIN  CRAIG,  JERE  CRAIG,  Wm.  Haydon,  Daniel  James  and  Giles  Samuel. 

Jeremiah  Craig  is  mentioned  in  his  father's  will  and  in  three  records  in 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia.  He  has  a  deed  recorded  in  Book  1,  page  123, 
Fayette  County,  Kentucky,  400  acres  on  Little  Hickman  Creek,  date  December  12, 
1782. 

JEREMIAH  CRAIG  married  LUCY  HAWKINS,  his  first  cousin.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  PHILEMON  HAWKINS  and  SARAH  SMITH,  PHILEMON  being  a  brother  of  MARY  HAWKINS 
who  married  TALIAFERRO  CRAIG.  Lucy  is  mentioned  in  her  father's  will  which  is 
recorded  in  Will  Book  E,  Spotsylvania  County: 

"Hawkins,  Philemon,  Spotsylvania  Co.,  d.  May  6,  1779.  Wit.  Joseph  Hawkins, 
Ann  Hawkins,  Katey  Finley.  Ex.  Wife  Sarah  Hawkins;  sons  John  and  Joseph  Hawkins . 
Leg.  Sons  John,  Joseph,  Philemon;  dau  Franky  Thomas;  dau  LUCY  CRAIG;  wife  Sarah 
Hawkins . " 

The  several  private  records  that  are  at  hand  listing  the  names  of  children 
of  Jeremiah  Craig,  do  not  agree  either  in  the  number  of  children  or  their  names . 
Moreover,  one  record  says  Jeremiah  was  married  a  second  time,  the  second  wife 
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being  a  Miss  Wood.  If  so,  there  is  no  way  to  determine  which  woman  was  the 
mother  of  the  children  named.  Rather  than  to  record  information  of  such  doubt¬ 
ful  accuracy  it  seems  best  to  leave  it  out  altogether. 

***** 

BENJAMIN  CRAIG  (son  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  SR.  and  MARY  HAWKINS)  was  born  in 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia  in  1751-  He  died  in  Kentucky  in  1822,  He  married 

ANN  (Nancy)  STURMAN. 

Benjamin  Craig  left  seven  records  in  Spotsylvania  County  between  1771  a-nd 
1779,  the  following  examples  being  abstracts  of  the  first  and  the  last  entries: 


"March  22,  1771.  Dudley  Gatewood  of  Spts .  Co.  to  BENJAMIN  CRAIG  of  sd. 

Co.  L25.  50  a.  in  Spts.  Co.  Jos  Brock,  Daniel  Branham,  Henry  Gatewood,  junr., 

John  Sanders.  April  22,  1771*"  Deed  Book  G. 


"March  18,  1779-  BENJAMIN  CRAIG  of  Spts.  Co.  and  ANN,  his  wife,  to  Thomas 
Blanton  of  same  Co.  L4-00.  curr ,  200  a.  in  Spts.  Co.,  purchased  of  Philip  Bush; 
also  50  a.  in  Spts.  Co.,  purchased  of  Dudley  Gatewood,  etc.  No  witnesses. 

March  18,  1779 • "  Deed  Book  J. 


Benjamin  Craig  moved  to  Kentucky,  probably  with  the  Traveling  Church  in 
1781,  and  seems  to  have  settled  near  Frankfort.  Benjamin  Craig  seems  not  to 
have  been  at  Bryan  Station  at  the  time  of  the  siege  in  1782.  The  name  Benja¬ 
min  Craig"  on  the  monument  at  Bryan  Station  spring  probably  refers  to  John 
Craig's  son  of  that  name. 


June  25,  1785  a  Baptist  Convention  was  held  at  the  South  Elkhorn  Church, 
near  Lexington,  and  Benjamin  Craig  was  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  South 
Elkhorn  Church,  the  other  two  being  William  Hickman  and  Lewis  Craig.  Benjamin 
Craig  is  mentioned  as  a  member  of  the  Porks  of  Elkhorn  Church  and  of  the  Mt , 
Pleasant  Church,  both  in  Franklin  County. 


About  1799  Benjamin  Craig  acquired  land  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky  River 
where  he  laid  out  the  town  of  Port  William,  now  Carrolton.  He  lived  and  died 
on  his  farm  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Ohio,  about  two  miles  above  the  mouth  of 
the  Kentucky. 


Children  of  BENJAMIN  CRAIG  and  wife  NANCY  are  given  as:  JOSEPH,  never 

married;  POLLY,  married  WILLIAM  O'NEAL;  GEORGE,  married  _ MORTON; 

BENJAMIN,  married  ELIZABETH  MORRIS;  ELIZABETH,  married  ISAAC  BLEDSOE;  NANCY, 
married  JOHN  B.  BERNARD;  SALLY,  married  JOHN  M.  PRICE;  LEVI,  married  CATHERINE 
CRAIG;  LEWIS,  married  MILLICENT  SMITH;  SILAS,  married  PAULINA  PEAK;  STURMAN, 
married  ELIZABETH  EASTERDAY. 


*  *  *  *  * 

ELIZABETH  CRAIG  (daughter  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  SR.  and  MARY  HAWKINS)  was 
born  in  Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia.  Dates  of  her  birth,  marriage  and  death 
are  not  in  available  records. 


She  married  RICHARD  CAVE  and  went  with  him  to  Kentucky  with  the  Traveling 
Church.  Both  were  in  the  siege  of  Bryan  Station.  In  1785  RICHARD  CAVE  was  a. 
representative  of  the  Clear  Creek  Church  at  the  convention  called  to  form  the 
first  Baptist  Association  in  Kentucky  (mentioned  elsewhere  in  connection  with 
BENJAMIN  CRAIG),  and  in  1800  he  'was  pastor  of  the  Clear  Creek  Church  (in 
Woodford  County). 

May  12,  1771  Richard  Cave  witnessed  a  deed  in  Spotsylvania  County, 
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recorded  in  Deed  Book  H,  and  in  1793  Richard  Bullard  of  Spotsylvania  County 
recorded  a  power  of  attorney  to  Richard  Cave  of  Fayette  County,  Kentucky,  wit¬ 
nessed  by  Joseph  Brock,  Clk. ,  and  Robert  Branham.  Recorded  April  2,  1793. 

The  statement  sometimes  made  that  Richard  Cave  was  a  Tory  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  is  not  supported  by  the  record.  He  was  one  of  the  dissenting  ministers 
(Baptist)  who  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  in 
Orange  County  when  Virginia  declared  her  independence  of  the  Crown,  and  in  1779 
he  was  commissioned  a  lieutenant  in  Orange  County. 

RICHARD  CAVE  was  the  son  of  BENJAMIN  CAVE  and  HANNAH  BLEDSOE  who  came  to 
Virginia  from  England  in  1725.  Since  descendents  of  this  couple  will  appear 
many  times  in  the  following  records,  a  brief  account  of  them  will  be  given  here. 

The  first  mention  of  BENJAMIN  CAVE  in  Spotsylvania  County  is  September  10, 
1727,  when  he  witnessed  a  deed,  recorded  in  Deed  Book  A.  September  28,  1728  a 
patent  to  1,000  acres  of  land  on  the  Rapidan  River  was  issued  to  BENJAMIN  CAVE 
and  his  brother-in-lav/,  ABRAHAM  BLEDSOE.  When  Orange  County  was  created  in 
1734  from  the  western  portion  of  Spotsylvania,  BENJAMIN  CAVE  became  its  first 
sheriff,  and  he  was  representative  of  Orange  in  the  House  of  Burgesses  in  1756. 

BENJAMIN  and  HANNAH  CAVE  had  several  children,  those  of  interest  here 
being  RICHARD,  who  married  ELIZABETH  CRAIG,  daughter  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  SR. ; 
ELIZABETH  CAVE,  who  married  WILLIAM  JOHNSON  and  whose  son,  CAVE  JOHNSON,  mar¬ 
ried  ELIZABETH  CRAIG,  daughter  of  JOHN  CRAIG.  An  older  brother  of  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
ROBERT  JOHNSON,  was  JOHN  CRAIG'S  business  partner  in  Kentucky,  as  is  mentioned 
in  the  sketch  of  John  Craig. 

One  record  gives  the  names  of  the  children  of  RICHARD  CAVE  and  ELIZABETH 
CRAIG  as:  REUBEN,  m.  Miss  HAYDON ;  HANNAH,  m.  JOHN  GRAVES;  POLLY,  m.  RICHARD 
RICE;  RICHARD,  m.  NANCY  GRAVES;  JOHN;  JEREMIAH,  m.  POLLY  GRAVES.  Another 
!  record  agrees  but  omits  the  name  "Reuben". 

Jillson's  "Early  Kentucky  Land  Grants"  lists  the  following  entries  in 
Richard  Cave's  name:  1,000  acres  on  Shawnee  Run,  Book  A,  page  26,  4/26/178O; 

200,  no  location  given,  Book  A,  page  34,  4/29/178O;  100  acres  on  Licking  River, 
Book  A,  page  39* 

These  are  all  Jefferson  County  entries,  but  the  locations  given  suggest 
that  the  land  was  in  Fayette  County. 

***** 

TOLIVER  CRAIG,  JR.  (son  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  MARY  HAWKINS)  was  born  in 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia,  probably  before  1740.  He  died  in  Scott  County, 
Kentucky,  March  20,  1819.  He  married  ELIZABETH  JOHNSTON  in  Virginia,  but  place 
and  date  have  not  been  determined. 

ELIZABETH  JOHNSTON  was  born  in  1738  in  that  part  of  Orange  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  that  became  Culpeper  County.  She  died  in  Scott  County,  Kentucky, 

August  26,  1808.  She  was  a  daughter  of  PETER  JOHNSTON  (or  Johnson)  whose  wife 
was  MARGARET  GAMES.  PETER  JOHNSTON  came  to  Virginia  from  Scotland,  and  this 
family  should  not  be  confused  with  the  JOHNSON  family  who  were  related  to  the 
CRAIGS  through  the  CAVES.  Both  families  spelled  the  name  with  and  without  the 
"t",  sometimes  using  both  spellings  in  the  same  document. 

Peter  Johnson's  will  was  probated  in  Culpeper  County,  October  21,  1756. 

Names  wife,  Margaret;  children,  ELIZABETH;  Peter;  Andrew;  Catherine;  ANN  (Nancy); 
SARAH  and  Priscilla. 
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Besides  ELIZABETH,  who  married  TOLIVER^CEAIG^JR.^^J^®^^^^ 

Peter  Johnson  enter  into  Craig  iamiiy  TQ 

a -Pa  ii  i  z  1771.  This  JOHN  HAWKINS 

his  second  wife,  April  17,  i(  /  ■L 


of 

as 


HAWKINS,  a  brother  of  MARY  HAWKINS  who 
married  JOHN  THRELKELD,  who  was  one  of 
winter  at  Valley  Forge.  After  serving 
charged  because  of  ill  health  and  died 
her  children  went  to  Kentucky  with  her 
his  family. 


was  a  son  of  PHILEMON 
married  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  SR.  NANCY  JOHNSON 
the  Revolutionary  soldiers  who  spent . the 
two  enlistments  John  Threlkeld  was  dis- 
soon  after  returning  home.  Nancy  and 
br other-in-law ,  Toliver  Craig,  Jr.,  and 


While  the  evidence  is  not  irrefutable,  I  am  convinced  from  ^e  evidence 
available  to  me  that  none  of  the  records  of  a  Toliver  Craig  m  Spotsylvan 
County  pertain  to  Toliver  Craig,  Jr.,  and  that  he  lived  in  bounty  from 

early  adulthood  until  he  moved  to  Botetourt  County  m  1779-  No  deeds  for 
Grange  County  are  available  to  me,  but  from  some  minor  references  I  infer  tha 
he  lived  on  a  farm  in  southwestern  Orange  County,  northward  from  Barboursvi  e. 
In  the  military  commissions  records  of  Orange  County  are  the  following  items. 


Captains,  1777,  Toliver  Craig,  vice 


Uriel  Mallory,  resigned;  and  in  1779, 


R.  C.  Webb,  captain,  vice 


Toliver  Craig,  resigned. 


moved  his  family  from  Orange  County  to  Botetourt  County 


in  1779  and  later  moved  to  Kentucky.  He  and  his  wife  and  six  of  th®U782  and 
are  credited  with  being  at  Bryan  Station  at  the  time  of  the  siege  in  1782  and 
their  names  are  on  the  monument  there.  They  eventually  settled  on  a  farm  m 


Scott  County,  "two  miles  below  the  crossings 


Jillson ' s  "Early  Kentucky  Land  Grants"  lists  two  entries  in  Fayette 
County  in  the  name  of  Toliver  Craig,  Jr.  Both  are  for  500  acres  and  both  are 
recorded  in  Book  5,  page  389,  under  date  of  June  30,  1784,  location.  South  Fork 
of  Elkhorn.  This  would  probably  be  in  Scott  County  of  the  present  ay. 


Toliver  Craig,  Jr.  was  named  as  one  of  the  executors  of  his  father's  will 
and  he  witnessed  the  will  of  his  brother,  John.  If  he  left  a  will  it  was 
probably  destroyed  when  the  Scott  County  Courthouse  burned  in  1837-  One  Toliver 
Craig  was  representative  of  Scott  County  in  the  Kentucky  legislature  in  1795 
and  in  1797,  and  this  was  probably  Toliver  Craig,  Jr.,  but  records  left  by  a 
Toliver  Craig  in  Allen  County  pertain  to  his  son  of  the  same  name. 


There  seems  to  be  no  authoritative 
of  Toliver  Craig  and  Elizabeth  Johnson. 


record  of  the 
Robert  Rose 


names  of  the  children 
,  in  his  "Pioneer  Families 

of  Missouri",  names:  Jack;  Elijah;  William;  Nathaniel;  Mary;  Nancy  and  Toliver. 
Professor  Durrett,  in  the  Twelfth  Filson,  listing  the  persons  present  at . the 
siege  of  Bryan's  Station,  names  as  children  of  Toliver  and  Elizabeth  Craig: . 
John;  William;  Nathaniel;  Toliver;  Elijah;  Polly  and  Nancy,  thus  agreeing  with 
Rose.  Mrs.  Emma  Jet  Darnell,  in  her  "Forks  of  Elkhorn  Church",  differs  only  by 
adding  the  name  Johnston  to  the  list.  Mrs.  Harry  C.  Baynham  (Grace  West 
Baynham),  Craig  family  historian  of  McCredie,  Missouri,  in  a  personal  letter 
to  me,  names:  Johnston;  Nancy;  Mary;  a  son  who  died  young;  Toliver;  a  son  who 


died  young;  William;  John;  Nathaniel;  Elijah;  Margaret 
names  not  known. 


Anne,  and  two  others, 


m- 


The  Ballard  records  now  in  the  Filson  Club  Library  in  Louisville,  give 
formation  on  four  of  the  children  of  Toliver  and  Elizabeth  Craig,  namely, 
Toliver,  John,  William  and  Elijah.  Toliver  will  be  considered  later  herein 
with  information  from  other  sources  supporting  and  adding  to  that  in  the  Ballard 
records.  The  accounts  of  the  other  three,  as  given  here,  are  verbatim  copies 
of  the  Ballard  records. 
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.  _ ecords  from  a  Craig  family  Bible  in  possession  of  Eliza  Craig  McCampbell. 

This  Bible  was  printed  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  1789.  (Mrs.  Ballard  does  not 
m  give  the  date  the  copy  was  made,  but  I  infer  sometime  in  the  1920's.  HLC .  ) 

JOHN  CRAIG,  son  of  TOLIVER  and  ELIZABETH  JOHNSON  CRAIG,  b.  176I,  probably 
in  Orange  County,  Va.  ;  died  Sept.  27,  1829,  in  Ky .  ;  married  ALICE  TODD,  daughte 
of  Sam  Todd  of  Botetourt  Co.,  Va. ,  Jan.  13,  1792.  They  lived  in  Scott  Co.,  Ky. 
near  "Great  Crossing  Church".  There  were  three  children;  SAMUEL  TODD,  b 
Dec.  16,  1796;  ELIZA,  b.  Nov.  13 ,  1800;  JEFFERSON  TOLIVER,  b.  Oct.  I3/18O4. 

;  SAMUEL  TODD  CRAIG  m.  MARGARET  CRAIG,  a  cousin;  Eliza  married  (l)  no  record 

JEFFERSON  TOLIVER  CRAIG  married  MARY  MARTIN  HAWKINS,  daughter  of  MARTIN  HAWKINS 
!  a  brother  of  AGNES  HAWKINS  who  married  ELIJAH  CRAIG. 

Children  of  SAMUEL  TODD  CRAIG  and  MARGARET  CRAIG.  (They  moved  to  Woodford 
|  Co. ,  Ky. ,  in  1835.  ) 

1.  Ellen,  born  January  23,  1825;  married  Willis  Field,  Jr.,  a  brother  of 
jl  Anne  Helm  Field. 

j  2.  Berrywick,  born  Nov.  13,  1826;  married  Nannie  Thornton, 

j  3*  Eliza,  married  (l)  Dr.  Jno.  W.  Craig,  Jr.,  and  (2)  William  McCampbell. 

4.  Charles  Stuart,  married  (l)  Mary  Ann  Wilson,  and  (2)  Barbara  Wilson. 

Authority:  Craig  Bible;  Ky.  His.  Reg.  Jan.  21,  Vol.  19.  No.  55. 

I 

ELLEN  CRAIG,  daughter  of  SAM  TODD  CRAIG  and  MARGARET  CRAIG,  and  Willis 
kj Field,  Jr.  had  three  children: 

ALICE  FIELD,  married  Capt.  Henry  C.  McLeod. 

SAMUEL  FIELD 

erj  WILLIS  W.  FIELD,  married  MARIA  TEVIS  BURKS.  (Authority:  Letter  of  Mrs. 

j Field  McLeod,  a  daughter-in-law  of  Alice  Field  McLeod;  Ky.  His.  Re^.  Sept.  1920 
Vol.  18,  No.  54,  pp.  78-79*) 

ALICE  FIELD  McLEOD,  daughter  of  ELLEN  CRAIG  and  WILLIS  FIELD,  had  two 
I  children: 

r.  Field  McLeod.  Was  a  lawyer  and  married  Laura  Hikes. 

Susan  McLeod  married  Warren  V.  Witherspoon.  (Authority:  Ky.  His.  Re^. 
{Sept.  1920,  Vol.  18,  No.  54,  pp.  78-79.) 

Willis  W.  Field,  son  of  Ellen  Craig  and  Willis  Field,  Jr.,  married  Maria 
Levis  Burks  and  had  one  child. 

BERRYWICK  CRAIG,  son  of  SAM  TODD  CRAIG  and  MARGARET  CRAIG,  born  Nov.  13 , 
1826  in  Scott  Co.,  Ky.  ;  married  Nannie  Thornton.  There  were  five  children: 

l.  Irvine;  2.  Elizabeth;  3.  Mary;  4.  Eugene;  5.  Charles  F.  He  had  one 
son,  William  Craig  of  Versailles,  Kentucky. 

IRVINE  CRAIG  married  HATTIE  STALEY  and  had  one  child,  Berrywick  Craig. 

BETTY  CRAIG  married  HENRY  BATTERSON  and  had  one  child,  Victor  Batterson. 

CHARLES  STUART  CRAIG,  son  of  SAM  TODD  CRAIG  and  MARGARET  CRAIG,  born 
April  26,  1830,  in  Scott  Co.,  Ky. ,  m.  (l)  MARY  ANN  WILSON  and  had  two  children; 

m.  (2)  BARBARA  WILSON  and  had  five  children:  1.  Samuel;  2.  Wayne  5  3.  Jennie; 
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4.  Marion;  5.  Grant;  6.  Green;  7*  Paul. 

_  ~  ~  tdftt  and  ALICE  TODD  CRAIG,  m.  MARY  MARTIN 

JEFFERSON  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  son  of  JO  (daughter  of  Martin  Hawkins, 

HAWKINS  Nov.  11,  1831.  f *  ^nd  M arfL  pp  Hawkins  b.  Feb.  26,  1769 

b.  Feb.  15,  1764  and  died  Nov.  5,  1830,  and  Mary  PP  ohiid:  H 

and  died  Bee.  5,  1870.  Was  over  100  years  old.) 

Craig  who  married  Nannie  Johnson. 

r  mm™  and  ELIZABETH  JOHNSON  CRAIG,  married  MARY 
WILLIAM  CRAIG,  son  of  TOLIVER  and  ELI  who  married  ELLEN  GRAVES. 

(Polly)  SUGGETT.  There  was  a  son,  JAMES  W1LLIA 
Their  children  were: 


1. 

2. 

5. 

4. 


Jennie  Craig  m.  James  Wells.  One  child:  May  Wells. 

Mary  Craig  m.  Victor  F.  Bradley  and  had  two  children:  James  Craig 
Bradley  and  Victor  F.  Bradley,  Jr. 

James  W.  Craig  m.  Elizabeth  Stevenson  and  had  one  child:  James  W. 
Craig. 

Albert  Craig  m.  Jeanette  Hern.  One  child:  Elizabeth  Craig. 


James  Craig  Bradley,  son  of  Mary  Craig  and  Victor  F.  Bradley,  married 
Mary  Wolfort.  There  were  two  children:  Mary  Bradley 

(There  are  Bradleys  still  living  in  Georgetown,  Kentucky,  where  one 
Victor  F.  Bradley  is  a  prominent  attorney.  HLC.) 

ELIJAH  CRAIG,  son  of  TOLIVER  and  ELIZABETH  JOHNSON  CRAIG,  b.  April  11, 

177S  in  Orange  Cointy,  Virginia;  died  Bee.  10,  1842  m  Ky.  Married  AGNES 
HAWKINS  June  20,  1799  in  Ky.  She  was  born  April  15,  1774;  died  Feb^  B,  18  • 
Five  children:  1.  Margaret  Ann;  2.  Catherine  b.  Nov.  27,  1807,  died  July  2  » 
1833  Married  Cleon  Hawkins  March  30,  1823.  3  •  Elizabeth  m.  Harrison  an  i  . 

4  .leJy  5.  William,  who  was  the  first  professor  of  languages  at  Georgetown 

College . 

ELIZABETH  CRAIG,  daughter  of  ELIJAH  and  AGNES  HAWKINS  CRAIG,  married 
HARRISON  RANKINS  in  lei6.  He  died  in  1877,  she  died  in  1881.  There  were  five 
children:  Elizabeth  Rankins;  Martha  Rankins;  Paul  Rankins;  Rufus  Rankins  and 

one  other,  not  named.  (End  of  quote  from  the  Ballard  records.) 

***** 

NATHANIEL  CRAIG  (son  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  JR.  and  ELIZABETH  JOHNSON)  married 
POTTY  EALEY  (Elley).  I  have  little  information  about  this  couple,  but  two  of 
their  daughters  married  brothers.  SARAH  JANE  CRAIG  married  MOSES  ™RELKELB 
and  her  sister,  NANCY  B.  CRAIG,  married  HIRAM  THRELKELB.  The  Threlkeld  brother: 
were  sons  of  WILLIAM  THRELKELB  and  SALLIE  BURT  and  grandsons  of  JOHN  THRELKELB 
and  NANCY  JOHNSON,  mentioned  earlier. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  Ruth  Ann  Threlkeld,  daughter  of 
John  Threlkeld  and  Nancy  Johnson,  married  <Jame.§y  Hawkins ,  and  they  were  the 
grandparents  of  Gen.  John  P.  Hawkins  whose  "Reminiscences"  is . a  fruitful 
source  of  information  on  the  Hawkins  and  Craig  families.  Louisa  Hawkins,  sis¬ 
ter  of  General  Hav^kins ,  married  Edward  Richard  Sprigg  Canby,  the  same  who, 
as  General  Canby,  was  murdered  by  Captain  Jack  of  the  Modocs  at  the  Lava  Beds 

in  northern  California. 

***** 

TOLIVER  CRAIG  (son  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  JR.  and  ELIZABETH  JOHNSON)  was  born 
in  Orange  County,  Virginia,  July  10,  1764.  He  died  in  Scott  County,  Kentucky, 
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j probably  in  1825.  Scott  County  records  were  destroyed  by  fire  and  no  will  of 
i Toliver  Craig  has  been  found.  He  married  PATSEY  WRIGHT  July  18,  1787,  in  what 
j was  then  Fayette  County,  Virginia,  but  is  now  Kentucky.  Early  Fayette  County 
J records  have  also  been  destroyed  by  fire  and  the  marriage  date  is  from  family 
records.  PATSEY  WRIGHT  was  born  September  24,  1768,  presumably  in  Virginia; 
she  died  March  22,  1825  in  Scott  County,  Kentucky.  The  only  information  about 
her  family  is  a  brief  item  in  the  autobiography  written  by  her  husband; 

My  intended  father-in-law,  DAVID  WRIGHT,  intending  to  remove  from  Vir¬ 
ginia  to  Kentucky ,  being  destitute  of  any  white  family  but  the  one  daughter, 
and  a  son  and  wife  who  preferred  staying  in  Virginia  with  his  children,  who  all 
had  families.  Mr.  Wright  had  a  son  who  lived  in  Kentucky  to  whom  he  com¬ 
mitted  the  charge  of  his  black  people  and  started  them  for  Kentucky. 

The  old  gentleman  stayed  behind  to  settle  some  business.  His  son  marched 
his  negroes  as  far  as  the  Holston,  hired  them  out,  or  rented  a  plantation, 
left  them,  and  went  on  home.  .  .  .  Mr.  Wright  came  on  to  the  Holston  and  there 
stayed  three  or  four  years  and  died." 

Judging  from  the  name  "David  Wright",  Mr.  Wright  was  probably  of  Welsh 
origin. 

Toliver  Craig  farmed  in  Kentucky  in  several  localities,  but  most  of  the 
time  in  Scott  County,  near  Stamping  Ground,  as  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Stamping  Ground  Church  for  many  years.  About  1800  he  moved  to  southern 
Kentucky,  near  Scottsville  in  then  Warren  County,  now  Allen  County,  where  he 
farmed  for  five  years  and  then  returned  to  Scott  County.  While  in  Warren 
County  he  and  his  wife  joined  the  Baptist  Church  and  were  baptized  by  Joseph 
Logan.  The  records  of  the  Bethlehem  Church,  first  called  "Upper  Difficult" 
and  located  a  few  miles  north  of  Scottsville,  and  other  records  of  a  Toliver 
Craig  in  that  locality  pertain  to  him. 

(My  father  told  me  that  when  he  was  a  boy  he  heard  his  elders  say  that 
iabout  1820  his  great  grandfather,  the  Toliver  Craig  of  this  sketch,  went  to 
|C all away  County,  Missouri,  and  bought  land  for  all  of  his  children,  but  never 
moved  there  himself.  About  1819  Callaway  County  was  the  focus  of  a  land  boom 
that  brought  in  a  large  number  of  settlers.  HLC . ) 

The  names  of  the  children  of  Toliver  Craig  and  Patsey  Wright,  as  given 
below,  are  from  family  Bibles.  Correspondence  with  widel y  separated  families 
among  their  descendents  has  brought  surprisingly  similar  information  from  all 
of  them. 

1.  ELIZABETH,  born  May  12,  1788.  She  was  unmarried  in  1825. 

2.  MARY,  born  September  28,  1789;  died  September  10,  1815,  married 
TAVERNER  BRANHAM. 

5.  LARKIN,  born  August  27,  1791.  He  married  FRANCES  ANNA  FICKLIN  in 
5 all away  County,  Missouri,  June  7,  1851.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  Herndon 
Ficklin  whose  family  came  to  Kentucky  from  Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia. 

John  H.  Ficklin  served  as  a  private  in  the  War  of  1812,  was  with  Col.  Richard 
tf.  Johnson  in  the  invasion  of  Canada,  and  was  in  the  Battle  of  the  Thames. 

4.  PAMELIA,  born  February  27,  1793;  died  November  26,  1822.  She  married 
BERRYWICK  JOHNSTON  January  29,  1821,  who  died  soon  after  their  marriage. 

5.  CATHERINE,  born  February  10,  1795*  She  married,  1st,  LEVI  CRAIG, 

August  29,  1811.  He  drowned  November  9»  1820  in  the  Kentucky  River.  CATHERINE 
Later  moved  to  Callaway  County,  Missouri,  where  she  married,  sec.,  THOMAS 
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SMITH,  January  29,  1828. 

6  PATSY  WRIGHT  CRAIG,  Horn  January  4»  1797;  died  November  9?  1886. 
married  GIDEON  GAMES  as  his  second  wile 
Scottish  descent,  was  born  in  Maryland, 
in  the  army  in  the  War  of  1812 ,  was  one 
Richard  M.  Johnson  kill  Tecumseh  in  the 
Callaway  County,  Missouri. 


She 

m  1818  or  1820.  Gideon  Games  was  of 
March  21,  1789;  died  in  1883.  He  serv 
of  the  eye-witnesses  who  saw  Col. 
Battle  of  the  Thames.  He  settled  in 


ei 


7- 

BRANHAM 


SARAH,  born 
February  17  * 


November 

1814- 


9,  1798;  died  February  4?  1820.  Married  GEORGE 


8.  NATHANIEL  T.,  born  March  16,  1801;  died  September  7?  1856.  He  mar-  . 
ried  ESTHER  LOUISA  McKINNEY  November  9>  1826.  She  was  born  September  8,  1806; 
died  April  24,  1873.  Nathaniel  T.  Craig  was  a  farmer  and  stockman  of  Callaway 
County,  Missouri.  (MRS.  GRACE  WEST  BAYNHAM,  a  descendent  of  NATHANIEL  T.  CRAIG! 
is  preparing  a  book  for  publication  that  will  give  a  more  detailed  account  of 
the  persons  named  in  this  sketch.  Mrs.  Baynham  has  generously  given  me  infor¬ 
mation  from  her  records  that  has  been  invaluable.  HLC.  ) 


9.  MARGARET,  born  February  27,  1803.  Ho  other  information  is  available 
except  the  statement  that  she  married  her  cousin,  SAMUEL  CRAIG.  It  is  probable! 
but  by  no  means  certain,  that  she  is  the  Margaret  Craig  who  married  Samuel  Toddj. 
Craig.  The  doubt  about  correct  identification  arises  from  the  fact  that  each 
of  these  two  is  assigned  to  several  different  parents  in  various  family  records^ 
that  have  come  to  hand.  The  old  Bible  mentioned  earlier  as  belonging  to  Eliza  * 
Craig  McCampbell  establishes  the  identity  of  Samuel  Todd  Craig  but  not  of 
Margaret.  As  a  further  complication,  some  private  records  list  Berrywick 
Craig,  who  married  Nannie  Thornton,  and  Charles,  who  married  Barbara  Wilson, 
as  children  of  Toliver  and  Patsey  Wright  Craig.  The  Eliza  Craig  McCampbell 
Bible  record  shows  that  these  two  virere  children  of  Samuel  Todd  and  Margaret 
Craig,  and  this  is  confirmed  in  a  letter  written  by  Margaret  in  1828. 

The  original  of  Margaret’s  letter  is  now  owned  by  Allie  Craig  Robb,  of 
Columbia,  Missouri.  It  was  written  in  ink,  in  a  neat,  clear  script,  on  one 
side  of  the  sheet  of  paper.  The  sheet  was  then  folded  to  form  an  envelope 
and  sealed  with  wax.  The  envelope  was  addressed  to  "Mrs.  Patsy  W.  Games,  [ 

Callaway  County,  Mo."  It  bore  no  stamp  nor  postal  mark.  A  careful  copy  of 
the  letter,  made  by  me  June  26,  1952,  follows: 

1st  Oct.  1828 


Dear  Patsy 

It  is  nine  oclock  and  I  am  as  sleepy  headed  as  ever  but  I  must 
write  now  or  I  shall  not  get  to  send  you  this  line.  I  w as  yesterday 
at  meeting  at  a  stand  (one  word  here  in  fold  of  paper  was  illegible) 
that  is  at  Mr.  B.  factory.  Mr  Black  preached  Cousin  Sally  J  was 
there  she  told  me  she  had  received  your  letter  but  she  had  not  it 
with  her  Aunt  Polly  C  and  cousin  Betsy  H  were  there  they  told  me 
their  families  were  well  We  are  all  well  and  do  not  suffer  for  some¬ 
thing  to  do  nor  want  for  anything  to  eat  either  you  will  know  how 
that  is  when  I  tell  you  that  I  weigh  141  our  children  are  fine  and 
fat  and  pretty  and  smart  Ellen  is  beginning  to  spell  in  two  letters 
and  Berrywick  talks  a  great  deal  about  catching  horses  &  digging  with 
a  hoe  Patsy  I  could  write  a  good  deal  if  I  had  time  Eliz.  has  not 
been  to  see  us  since  dada  was  here  Kitty  B  has  joined  the  Presbi- 
terians  write  to  me  and  excuse  me  now  for  I  am  so  lazy  I  want  to 
see  you  and  talk  a  great  deal  to  you  I  would  write  to  dada  but  I 
expect  he  will  be  here  before  this  gets  there  Mother  says  give  her 
love  to  you  all  my  love  to  all  your  children  big  and  little  tell 
Mr  Games  I  suppose  he  will  be  quite  grand  when  he  gets  in  to  the  fine 
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brick  house  0  Patsy  this  is  all  nonsense  I  will  try  to  do  better 
next  time  farewell 


I 


Affectionately 
Margaret  Craig 


The  letter  appears  to  be  an  idle  note  to  her  sister,  Patsy,  which  would 
identify  her  as  the  daughter  of  Toliver  Craig  and  Patsy  Wright,  but  if  her 
mention  of  "Mother"  and  "dada"  refers  to  her  own  parents  then  either  she  was 
not  the  daughter  of  Toliver  and  Patsy  Craig,  or  they  were  both  still  living 
and  the  dates  that  are  given  for  their  deaths  are  wrong.  Mention  of  her 
children,  Ellen  and  Berrywick,  confirms  the  Bible  record  and  identifies  her  as 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Todd  Craig. 


10.  FRANCES  CLEVELAND  CRAIG,  born  March  8,  1805;  died  October  11,  1848. 
!  She  married  HENRY  CAVE.  See  chapter  on  this  couple  in  following  pages. 

11.  CARTER  T.  CRAIG,  born  January  6,  1807;  died  in  1880.  Married  MARY 
I  SAWYER  GAMES,  October  13,  1836. 

12.  JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG,  born  May  7,  1809;  died  March  3,  1885.  Married 
ADELIA  BARGER.  This  couple  and  their  descendents  are  the  main  subjects  of 

;  this  volume. 

j  ***** 


I 

I 


I 


I 

I 

I 

I 
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BRYAN  STATION 


Any  account  of  the  Craig  family  in  Kentucky  would  be  incomplete  without 
at  least  a  passing  mention  of  Bryan  Station,  but  only  a  brief  outline  of  that 
affair  can  be  given  here.  Anyone  interested  in  a  fuller  account  will  find  a 
voluminous  literature,  for  more  has  been  written  of  the  Siege  of  Bryan  Station 
than  of  any  similar  episode  in  American  History. 

It  is  mentioned  in  varying  degrees  of  detail  in  all  histories  of  Kentucky; 
in  "The  Winning  of  the  West"  by  Theodore  Roosevelt;  "Bryan  St at ion--Her oes  and 
Heroines"  by  Virginia  Webb  Howard,  and  Filson  Club  Publication  Number  Twelve,  j 
are  devoted  entirely  to  the  subject;  Samuel  Wilson's  "Battle  of  Blue  Licks  , 
and  "The  Battle  of  Blue  Licks",  a  publication  of  the  Kentucky  State  Park  Com¬ 
mission,  both  deal  with  the  final  phase  of  the  military  action  that  began  at 
Bryan  Station.  Most  of  the  works  just  mentioned  are  out  of  print  but  can  be 
found  in  libraries  or  obtained  from  used-book  dealers.  A  modern  work  still 
available,  "Daniel  Boone"  by  John  Bakeless,  gives  a  brief  but  excellent  account; 
of  both  the  Siege  of  Bryan  Station  and  of  the  Battle  of  Blue  Licks. 

< 

Bryan's  Station,  built  in  1779  by  the  Bryans,  relatives  of  Mrs.  Daniel 
Boone,  was  located  about  five  miles  northeast  of  the  then  village  of  Lexington, 
Kentucky.  Vicious  Indians  made  the  place  untenable  and  the  Bryans  abandoned 
the  station  and  returned  to  North  Carolina.  In  the  spring  of  1782,  the  Craigs  « 
and  others,  lately  arrived  from  Virginia,  occupied  the  abandoned  buildings  and 
planted  crops  on  the  clearings  the  Bryans  had  made. 

August  16 ,  1782,  Captain  William  Caldwell,  an  American  Tory  serving  in 
the  British  Army  and  acting  under  orders  of  General  Haldimand,  then  Governor 
of  Canada,  attacked  Bryan  Station  with  a  force  that  included  about  40  white  men' 
Canadians  and  American  Loyalists,  and  500  Indians.  The  attack  was  sustained 
for  a  day  and  night,  and  although  unsuccessful  in  taking  the  station,  Caldwell  * 
nevertheless  succeeded  in  his  main  object,  which  was  to  get  the  defenders  from  ' 
behind  their  log  walls  and  bring  them  to  action  in  the  open  field.  On  the 
morning  of  the  17th  he  moved  off  and,  at  the  salt  licks  known  as  the  Blue  Licks | 
he  laid  an  ambush.  Men  from  surrounding  settlements  who  rode  to  the  rescue  of 
the  people  at  Bryan's,  set  out  in  pursuit  of  Caldwell  and  his  Indians  and  rode  ' 
into  the  ambush.  At  the  Blue  Licks  they  fought  one  of  the  most  vicious  and 
deadly  hand-to-hand  conflicts  Americans  have  ever  fought  anywhere.  Blue  Licks 
was  the  last  military  action  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 


* 
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In  1896  the  Lexington  Chapter  of  the  Laughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
built  a  memorial  at  Bryan  Station  in  the  form  of  a  stone  wall,  surrounding  the 
spring  that  had  been  the  station's  water  supply.  The  memorial  bears  the  fol¬ 
lowing  inscription,  the  word  arrangement  here  being  different  than  it  is  on  the 
monument : 

"In  honor  of  the  women  of  Bryan's  Station,  who,  on  the  16th  of  August, 
1782,  faced  a  savage  host  in  ambush,  and,  with  a  heroic  courage  and  a  sublime 
self-sacrifice  that  will  remain  forever  illustrious,  obtained  from  this  spring 
the  water  that  made  possible  the  successful  defense  of  that  station." 

The  names  of  the  women  and  their  daughters  in  whose  honor  the  monument  was 
erected  are  also  inscribed  thereon  and  are  as  follows: 


JEMIMA  SUGGETT  JOHNSON 

NANCY  CRAIG 

SALLY  JOHNSON 

JANE  CRAIG  SAUNDERS 

BETSY  JOHNSON 

POLLY  SAUNDERS 

SARA  PAGE  CRAIG 

BETSY  SAUNDERS 

BETSY  CRAIG 

LYDIA  SAUNDERS 

SALLY  CRAIG 

ELIZABETH  CRAIG  CAVE 

NANCY  CRAIG 

HANNAH  CAVE 

POLLY  CRAIG 

POLLY  CAVE 

LUCY  HAWKINS  CRAIG 

FANNY  SAUNDERS  LEA 

POLLY  CRAIG 

SARA  CLEMENT  HAMMOND 

PRANKNEY  CRAIG 

MARY  HERNDON  FICKLIN 

POLLY  HAWKINS  CRAIG 

PHILADELPHIA  FICKLIN 

SALLY  CRAIG 

MILDRED  DAVIS  SUGGETT 

ELIZABETH  JOHNSON  CRAIG 

HARRIET  MORGAN  NELSON 

POLLY  CRAIG 

SARAH  BOONE  BROOKS 

4  -s  .<5  90.O  ^ 

- X_  LJt.  fijtf  V.5  ‘  Jfc. 
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The  following  roster  of  the  men  and  hoys  who  defended  Bryan's  Station 


is  also  inscribed  on  the  memorial  wall: 
JOHN  CRAIG 
JOHN  H.  CRAIG 
ELIJAH  CRAIG 
BENJAMIN  CRAIG 
LEWIS  CRAIG 
PHILLIP  CRAIG 
PRANK  CRAIG 
JEREMIAH  CRAIG 
ELIJAH  CRAIG 
HAWKINS  CRAIG 
TOLIVER  CRAIG,  SR. 

TOLIVER  CRAIG,  JR. 

JOHN  CRAIG 
WILLIAM  CRAIG 
NATHANIEL  CRAIG 
TOLIVER  CRAIG 
ELIJAH  CRAIG 
WHITFIELD  CRAIG 
NATHANIEL  SAUNDERS 
JOHN  SAUNDERS 
RICHARD  CAVE 
REUBEN  CAVE 
THOMAS  FICKLIN 
JOSEPH  FICKLIN 
JOHN  SUGGETT 
WM.  SUGGETT 
WAINRIGHT  LEA 
JOHN  HAMMOND 

*  *  * 


EDWARD  NELSON 
AARON  REYNOLDS 
THOMAS  BELL 
JACOB  STUCKER 

NICHOLAS  TOMLINSON  | 

WILLIAM  TOMLINSON 

’  \ 

RICHARD  MITCHELL 
DAVID  MITCHELL 
WILLIAM  MITCHELL 
DUDLEY  MITCHELL 
THOMAS  HERNDON 

SAMUEL  HERNDON  ' 

EDWARD  HERNDON 
ZACHARIAH  HERNDON 

ROBERT  ADKINSON  ! 

JAMES  GRAHAM  [ 

DANIEL  WILCOXEN 

MARTIN  HAMMOND 

EZEKIEL  FIELD 

WM.  FIELD 

ELISON  WILLIAMS 

JOHN  SAUNDERS  j 

JESSE  YOCUM 

WM.  LEDGERWOOD 

JAMES  LEDGERWOOD 

JAMES  MITCHUM 

JOHN  MITCHUM 

JAMES  MCBRIDE 
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The  following  records  are  from  a  very  old  Bible  now  owned  by  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Manning  (Virgie  Benschoter ) ,  of  Noel,  Missouri,  and  are  reproduced  here  by 
courtesy  of  Mrs.  Manning  and  Fay  Bryant.  The  Bible  is  badly  viorn  and  faded. 
Fay  copied  the  records  exactly  as  they  appear  to  be,  but  the  partly  illegible 
names  are  not  difficult  to  identify  correctly.  Parenthetical  inserts  are 
Fay’s  comments. 

Henry  Cave  Jr  born  June  the  4th  1800 

Nancy  Cave  daughter  of  T  (or  F)  Coeny  Cave  and  Frances  born  December  the 
20th  1827 

Justenian  Cave  was  born  Jan  4th  1829 
Henry  Toliver  Cave  was  born  April  2nd  1831 
Marcelloa  Cave  was  born  Sept  23  1832 
Margaret  Frances  Cave  was  born  April  the  5th  1835 
Catherine  Ann  Cave  born  Nov  21st  I836 

Pamela  Cave  was  born  January  the  12th  a  little  before  midnight  A.D. 

1839  (maybe  1819) 

Louisa  Ann  Cave  was  born  December  the  5,  A.D.  I84O.  She  departed  this 
life  on  the  eight  (date  questionable,  writing  old,  faded)  of  May  A  D  I84I 
Henry  Toliver  Cave  departed  this  life  on  the  13th  of  July  A  D  I84I 
Ldviga  (?)  Freeman  McKinny  on  the  14th  of  same  month 
Frances  Cave  died  on  the  11th  of  October  1848 
And  infant  Pamela  the  fall  of  1841 
Harriet  Cave  was  born  July  6,  1842 
Martha  Cave  was  born  March  the  21st  1841 
T  (or  Y)heleen  Cave  was  born  August  the  4th  I846 
Henry  Cave  was  born  Jan  the  14th  A  D  1850 

Allen  Cave  was  born  March  the  11th  1851,  a  male  child  and  died  Aug  the 
8th  1852 

David  W  Craig  was  born  Nov  30th  1819 
Sarah  B  Branham  was  born  Jry  21st  1820 

Martha  E  Games  was  born  (maybe  Dec,  maybe  Sep)  6th  1821  (maybe  1831) 
Polly  Craig  was  born  Feb  12th  1822 

GBA  Johnston  was  born  Feby  17th  1822  and  died  at  ten  weeks  old) 

(Possibly  four  more  listed  at  this  point  which  are  entirely  erased  by 
time  and  wear.) 

Berry  Wick  Craig  was  born  13th  (or  15th)  of  Nov  1826 
Lovira  Games  was  born  Feb  8th  1827 
Billy  Branham  died  Sept  10th  1815  age  26  years 
Sally  Branham  died  Feby  4th  1820 

Levi  Craig  died  Nov  9th  182?  (Too  blurred  to  tell.  Maybe  1821,  maybe 
something  else) 

Berewick  Johnston  died  Oct  3rd  1821 

Cleerleen  (this  first  name  questionable)  Branham  died  August  14th  1822 
G--mela  (Rest  of  this  person's  history  too  indistinct.) 

Patsy  Craig  died  March  22,  1823 

Bethay  (?)  Johnston  died  Dec  27  1823,  in  his  55  - 

Bethey  (?)  Craig  --  (too  indistinct) 

Kitty  Smith  died  Feb.  13th  1829 

Frances  Cave  wife  of  H.  Cave  died  Oct  11th  I848.  Aged  -  7  months 

6  days . 

Tol  Craig  was  born  July  10th  1764 
Patsy  Wright  was  born  Sept  24th  1768 
Betsay  J  (or  Y)  Craig  was  born  May  12th  1J88 
Polly  Craig  was  born  Sept  28th  1789 
Larkin  Craig  was  born  Aug  27  (or  29)  1791 
Pemelia  Craig  was  born  Feb  27th  1793 
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Kitty  Craig  was  born  Feby  10th  (i  think,  torn  here)  795 

Patsay  W  Craig  was  born  Jay  4th  1797 

Sally  Craig  was  born  Nov  9th  1798 

Nat  Craig  was  born  March  l6th  1801 

Pgggy  J  ( or  Y)  Craig  was  born  Feby  27  1805 

Fanny  C  Craig  was  born  March  8  1805 

Carter  T  Craig  was  born  Jay  (i  think)  6th  1807 

Jack  T  Craig  was  born  May  7th  1809 

One  dead  born  daughter  June  27th  1817 

Grandchildren : 

Clevelan  Branham  was  born  Dec  17th  1808 
Drusilla  Branham  was  born  Augt  6th  1810 
Maryan  Craig  was  born  June  24th  1812 
Pamela  Craig  was  born  Fby  17th  1814 
Jo  T  Branham  was  born  March  27th  1814 
Ally  Craig  was  born  May  28th  1815 

- Craig  was  born  Sept  -  1815 

Catherine  Craig  was  born  June  4th  1817 
Tol  S  (or  G)  Craig  was  born  June  5th  1817 
Martha  E.  Craig  was  born  -  1819 

Marriages : 

Toll  Craig  and  Patsay  Wright  was  married  July  18,  1787 
Tovnes  Branham  and  Polly  Craig  was  married  Feby  25,  1808 
Leer  Craig  and  Kitty  Craig  was  married  Aug  29th  1811 
Larkin  Craig  and  Frances  Ficklin  was  married  June  7  1814 
Jo  (or  Go)  Branham  and  Sally  Craig  was  married  Feby  17th  1818 
Brewick  Johnston  and  Pamelia  Craig  was  married  Jay  29th  1821 
Gedian  James  and  Patsy  Craig  was  married  Feby  21st  1821  (looks  more  like 
1421,  but - ) 

Sami  Craig  and  Peggy  Craig  was  married  Sept  16th  1825 

Honny  Caer  (second  name?)  and  Fanny  Craig  was  married  Sept  7th  1826 

Nat  (or  Hat)  Craig  and  E  L  McKinny  was  married  Nov  9th  1826 

Henry  Cave  and  Bulah  Retller  (?)  got  married  March  the  20th  1849 

***** 

(Mrs.  Mary  Boyd  Beshears  informs  me  that  Henry  Cave's  second  wife  was 
Sarah  Allen.  Mrs.  Beshears  suggests  that  the  nearly  illegible  name  that  Fay 
made  out  to  be  Bulah  Retller  would  be  Sarah  Allen,  the  "R"  probably  represent¬ 
ing  a  middle  initial.  HLC  .  ) 

***** 
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FRANCES  CLEVELAND  CRAIG  (daughter  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  PATSY  WRIGHT)  was 
born  in  Scott  County,  Kentucky,  March  8,  1805 .  She  died  in  Missouri  October  11, 
1848.  She  came  to  Callav/ay  County,  Missouri,  when  a  young  woman,  and  there 
married,  September  28,  1824,  HENRY  CAVE,  JR.,  who  was  born  in  Scott  County, 
Kentucky,  January  4,  1800.  He  died  January  25,  1857-  Henry  Cave,  Jr.  came  to 
Boone  County,  Missouri,  with  his  parents  in  1816.  He  was  most  probably  a 
grandson  or  great  grandson  of  RICHARD  CAVE  and  ELIZABETH  CRAIG  as  he  and  his 
wife  were  cousins  of  some  undetermined  degree. 


Henry  Cave  and  Frances  Cleveland  Craig  had  the  following  children 


Nancy  Cleveland  Cave 
Justinian  Cave 
Henry  Toliver  Cave 
Marcellus  Cave 
Margaret  Frances  Cave 
Catherine  Ann  Cave 
Harriet  Cave 
Martha  Wright  Cave 
Helen  Cave 


12/20/1827  -  1854 

1/4/I829  - 

4/2/I831  -  7/13/1841 

9/23/1832  -  died  unmarried 
4/5/1835  -  10/11/1848 
11/21/1836  -  died  unmarried 

7/6/1842  - 

3/21/1844  -  2/26/1901 

8/4/1846  - 


Pamelia  Cave  died  in  infancy 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Henry  Cave  married,  second,  Sarah 
Allen,  by  whom  he  had  two  children: 

Henry  Cave  I/14/I85O  - 

Allen  Cave  3/ll/l851  -  8/8/1852 

*  *  *  *  * 

NANCY  CLEVELAND  CAVE  (daughter  of  HENRY  CAVE,  JR.  and  FRANCES  CLEVELAND 
CRAIG)  was  born  in  Missouri,  December  20,  1827.  She  married,  February  20, 

1849?  James  McNeile  Robinson.  He  was  born  October  5,  1822;  died  July  15,  1905. 
Nancy  Cave  Robinson  died  in  1854*  They  had  two  children: 


Mary  Frances  Robinson 
William  Robinson 


7/20/1851  -  2/5/1885 
died  in  infancy 
*  *  *  *  * 


MARY  FRANCES  ROBINSON,  above,  married  WILLIAM  EDWARD  OWINGS  June  1,  1870. 
William  Edward  Owings  was  born  March  26,  I846  ;  died  April  18,  1925.  They  had 
four  children: 


Mary  Irene  Owings 
Miriam  Pauline  Owings 
Ethel  Cleveland  Owings 
William  Bush  Owings 


5/12/1871  -  4/22/1929 
5/17/1873  -  Never  married 

6/24/I876  -  Never  married 

9/21/1881  - 


***** 

MARY  IRENE  OWINGS,  above,  married  WILLIAM  C.  NELSON  December  10,  1897. 
William  C.  Nelson  was  born  March  25,  I860;  died  January  19,  1950*  They  had 
one  child: 
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Virginia  Frances  Nelson  2/l7/l899 

***** 

WILLIAM  BUSH  OV/INGS,  above,  married  GERTRUDE  ROHR  January  30,  1907. 

Gertrude  Rohr  was  born  October  15,  1885-  They  had  three  childreen: 

William  Bush  Owings ,  Jr.  6/23/1912  -  10/26/1914 

Charles  Edward  Owings  ll/28/l915  ” 

Billie  Francis  Owings  7/4/1919  -  7/l2/l919 

***** 

CHARLES  EDWARD  OWINGS,  above,  married  MILLIE  ADELIA  KOHLMEYER  March  16 , 
1940.  She  was  born  July  25,  1917  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  Two  children: 

Thomas  Edward  Owings  b  1/17/46  i-n  Washington  D.  C. 

Wm.  Charles  Owings  b  4/7/51  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

***** 

VIRGINIA  FRANCES  NELSON  (daughter  of  WILLIAM  C.  NELSON  and  MARY  IRENE 
OWINGS)  was  born  February  17,  1899.  She  married  JOHN  HENRY  HOUSTON  October  5, 
1921.  He  was  born  May  25,  1899.  They  had  one  child: 

Irene  Adele  Houston  b  7/14/25 

***** 

IRENE  ADELE  HOUSTON,  above,  married  GLENN  LEONARD  FERGUSON,  JR.,  Captain 
U.S.M.C.,  June  9,  1951.  He  was  born  October  29,  1921  in  Chicago.  Two  children: 

Glenn  Leonard  Ferguson  III  b  2/l 7 /l 9 47 

John  Raymond  Ferguson  b  ll/8/l948 

Both  were  born  in  Long  Beach,  California. 

***** 

JUSTINIAN  CAVE  (son  of  HENRY  CAVE,  JR.  and  FRANCES  CLEVELAND  CRAIG)  was 
born  January  4,  1829.  He  married  MARY  ELIZABETH  GATHWRIGHT .  They  had  five 
children: 

William  Cave  a  physician 

Justinian  Cave,  Jr.,  also  a  physician 

Hester  Cave 

Linnie  Cave 

Marcellus  Cave  (still  living  in  1952  and  father  of  thirteen  children, 
their  names  not  available.) 

***** 

HARRIET  (HATTIE)  CAVE  (daughter  of  HENRY  CAVE,  JR.  and  FRANCES  CLEVELAND 
CRAIG)  was  born  in  Callaway  County,  Missouri,  July  6,  1842.  She  married  JOHN 
R.  BOYD  in  Denver,  Colorado,  April  18,  1878.  He  was  born  in  Callaway  County, 
Missouri,  December  12,  1834;  died  August  18,  1915*  They  had  one  daughter: 

Mary  Cleveland  Boyd  II/23/I88O 

John  R.  Boyd  was  a  farmer  of  Audrain  County,  Missouri.  His  father,  John 
Boyd,  was  born  in  then  Bourbon,  now  Montgomery  County,  Kentucky,  November  9, 
1796;  died  in  Callaway  County,  Missouri,  May  1,  1881.  Married  April  5,  1828, 
Mary  A.  Scott,  daughter  of  William  and  Lydia  Metcalf  Scott,  the  latter  a  niece 
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of  Governor  Metcalf  of  Kentucky.  John  Boyd  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

■  John  Boyd’s  father  was  Thomas  Boyd  who  was  horn  in  York  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  March  10,  1761.  He  died  November  24,  I846,  in  Callaway  County,  Missouri. 
Married  Grizella  Allen  in  Bourbon  County,  Kentucky.  Thomas  Boyd  served  as  a 
private  in  the  American  Revolution.  He  enlisted  in  what  is  now  Burke  County, 
North  Carolina,  and  was  in  Battles  of  Hanging  Pork,  Beatie’s  Ford,  Haw  River 
and  two  Indian  battles.  He  was  a  son  of  Robert  Boyd  of  the  Boyd  family  of 
Scotland.  Robert  Boyd  came  to  Pennsylvania  from  Ireland  and  from  thence  to 
Iredell  County,  North  Carolina,  and  before  1790  to  Trigg  County,  Kentucky. 


*  *  *  *  * 


MARY  CLEVELAND  BOYD  (daughter  of  JOHN  ROBERT  BOYD  and  HARRIET  CAVE)  was 
born  November  23,  1880,  on  her  father’s  farm  in  Audrain  County,  Missouri. 

She  married,  in  1906,  ARTHUR  GRATZ  BESHEARS,  who  was  born  in  Ralls  County, 
Missouri,  January  2,  1879.  He  died  July  16 ,  1954,  in  Vandalia,  Missouri.  The 
following  item  from  the  Vandalia  Press  of  July  22,  1954,  was  sent  to  me  by  Mrs. 
Beshears : 

"Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  2:30  o’clock  Sunday  afternoon  at  the 
First  Baptist  Church  for  Dr.  A.  G.  Beshears.  The  pastor,  Dr.  Albert  Fauth, 
was  in  charge  and  interment  was  in  the  Vandalia  Cemetery.  Dr.  Beshears  passed 
away  early  Friday  morning,  July  16th,  after  a  lingering  illness. 

Arthur  Gratz  Beshears,  age  75  >  a  son  of  John  Napoleon  Beshears  and  Clara 
Clayton  Beshears,  was  born  in  Ralls  County,  Mo.,  January  2,  1879*  When  he  was 
three  years  old  his  parents  moved  to  Texas  where  his  father  died  and  his  mother 
returned  to  Missouri  with  her  two  children.  He  attended  the  Vandalia  schools, 
and  united  with  the  Vandalia  Baptist  Church  when  sixteen  years  of  age  and  later 
served  as  a  Deacon  in  the  church.  He  worked  on  farms  and  in  stores  during 
vacation  and  one  time  went  to  Illinois  to  work  in  a  store  with  the  late  John 
Laird.  Upon  his  return  to  Vandalia  he  entered  the  Louisville,  Ky.  Dental 
College  and  the  next  year  he  entered  the  Washington  University  in  St.  Louis 
from  which  he  graduated  in  I9O3.  He  practiced  dentistry  in  Vandalia  45  years. 


In  1906  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Boyd  and  to  this  union 
were  born  five  children,  one  of  whom,  Mildred,  passed  away  in  infancy. 

Dr.  Beshears  was  interested  in  civic  affairs,  at  one  time  serving  as 
mayor  of  Vandalia,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Business  and  Professional  Men’s 

Club. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  one  son,  John  A.  Beshears  of  Mexico,  Mo.,  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  James  Francis  Crow  of  Monrovia,  Calif.,  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Klein 
'  of  Columbia,  Mo.,  and  Miss  Irene  Beshears  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Also  seven 
j  grandchildren,  and  one  sister,  Mrs.  Severin  Schultz  of  Santa  Anna,  Cal., 
other  relatives  and  many  friends." 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Beshears  had  five  children: 


Helen  Elizabeth  Beshears 
John  Arthur  Beshears 
Clara  Irene  Beshears 
Mirian  Pauline  Beshears 
And  Mildred  who  died  in 


2/28/1909 
5/8/1912  - 
n/26/1917 
11/26/1917 

inf ancy . 

***** 
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Mrs.  Mary  Boyd  Beshears  has  been  a  substantial  contributor  of  information 
to  these  records.  She  has  supplied  most  of  the  information  on  the  Caves  and 
she  has  been  helpful  with  information  on  many  other  lines.  She  recently  sen 
me  a  very  old  photograph  album  containing  photographs  of  many  who  are  liste 
in  these  records,  among  them,  Justinian  Cave  and  his  wife,  Helen  Cave  and  her 
husband,  Singleton  Duncan,  Carter  T.  Craig  and  wife,  Polly  and  three  of  the 
latter  couple’s  children. 


HELEN  ELIZABETH  BESHEARS  (daughter  of  ARTHUR  GRATZ  BESHEARS  and  MARY 
CLEVELAND  BOYD)  was  horn  in  Vandalia,  Missouri,  February  28,  1909.  She .married 
JAMES  FRANCIS  CROW  in  Los  Angeles  January  15,  1940.  At  time  of  latest  informa¬ 
tion  they  were  living  in  Monrovia,  California.  Four  children: 


Steven  Collins  Crow 
Nora  Frances  Crow 
Susan  Ellen  Crow 
Thomas  Arthur  Crow 


b  12/2/4O  in  Hollywood 
b  2/12/44  in  North  Hollywood 
b  6/l5  in  North  Hollywood 

b  2/11/53  in  Monrovia 
***** 


JOHN  ARTHUR  BESHEARS  (son  of  ARTHUR  GRATZ  BESHEARS  and  MARY  CLEVELAND  BOYD) 
was  born  in  Vandalia,  Missouri,  May  8,  1912.  He  married  DOROTHY  STRAUB  Novem¬ 
ber  25,  1941  in  Dallas,  Texas.  Dorothy  Straub  was  born  September  19 ,  1922  in 
Jefferson  City,  Missouri.  They  live  in  Mexico,  Missouri.  Two  children: 

John  Severen  Beshears  b  7/31/45  in  Jefferson  City 

Mark  Vincent  Beshears  b  3/9/51  in  Mexico 

***** 


CLARA  IRENE  BESHEARS  (daughter  of  ARTHUR  GRATZ  BESHEARS  and  MARY  CLEVELAND 
BOYD)  was  born  in  Vandalia,  Missouri,  November  26,  1917*  She  is  unmarried  and 
lives  in  Indianapolis. 

***** 


MIRIAN  PAULINE  BESHEARS  (daughter  of  ARTHUR  GRATZ  BESHEARS  and  MARY 
CLEVELAND  BOYD)  was  born  in  Vandalia,  Missouri,  November  26,  1917*  She  married 
ROBERT  NELSON  KLEIN  June  21,  1952.  They  live  (1957)  in  Peru,  Illinois.  One 
daughter : 

Mary  Lisa  Klein  b  8/ 15/53  in  Columbia,  Missouri. 

***** 

HELEN  CAVE  (daughter  of  HENRY  CAVE,  JR.  and  FRANCES  CLEVELAND  CRAIG) 
was  born  August  4,  I846 .  She  married  SINGLETON  DUNCAN  of  Callaway  County, 
Missouri.  They  moved  to  Pony,  Montana,  in  the  1880’ s.  Some  of  their  descend- 
ents  are  still  in  Montana,  others  are  around  Seattle  and  elsewhere  in  the 
west.  They  had  the  following  children: 

Henry  Duncan;  Monrgomery  Duncan,  a  lawyer,  prominent  in  Montana  politics, 
being  state  senator,  etc.;  Laws  Duncan;  Argyle  Duncan;  Phillip  Duncan;  Paul 
Duncan;  Cave  Duncan;  Orrick  Duncan  and  two  daughters  who  died  young. 

***** 
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JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  AND  ADELIA  BARGER 

9 

From  this  point  onward  this  record  is  based  almost  entirely  on  private 
family  records  and  little  effort  has  been  made  to  document  it  from  public 
!  records . 

Most  of  the  adult  persons  listed  hereinafter,  and  who  were  living  at  the 
time  these  records  were  being  collected,  were  contacted,  either  by  Big  Jim,  by 
Fay  Bryant  or  by  me.  Information  on  some  few  who  were  not  contacted  was  sup- 
I  plied  by  another  member  of  the  same  family.  Thus,  the  persons  supplying  in¬ 
formation  were  writing  from  personal  knowledge  supported  by  birth  and  marriage 
certificates,  Bible  records,  etc.,  in  their  possession. 

1 

Fay,  Jim  and  I  have  exchanged  information  as  we  received  it,  checking 
each  of  our  records  against  the  other  two.  When  discrepancies  in  dates  or 
spelling  of  names  were  found,  we  have  rechecked  with  the  original  source. 

Even  so,  errors  are  inevitable. 

John  Toliver  Craig  and  Adelia  Barger  come  within  the  range  of  living 
1  memory  for  several  of  their  grandchildren,  who  had  known  them  personally, 
were  still  living  when  the  collection  of  these  records  began.  My  father,  who 
died  in  1957  at  "the  age  of  95?  lived  near,  and  sometimes  in  the  same  house- 
'  hold  with,  his  grandfather  until  he,  father,  was  16  years  old,  and  he  remembered 
'well  being  at  his  grandmother ' s  funeral  in  Eureka  Springs  in  1880. 


Of  the  twelve  children  of  John  Toliver  and  Adelia  Craig  only  five,  three 
:  sons  and  two  daughters,  left  descendents.  I  have  written  the  accounts  of  the 
Craig  lines  while  Fay  Bryant  has  written  the  accounts  of  the  Benschoters  and 
Whitcombs.  Both  of  us  have  leaned  heavily  on  Big  Jim.  HLC. 

***** 

RECORD  FROM  UNCLE  BUDDY  CRAIG'S  BIBLE 


(Courtesy  of  Mrs.  Clifford  Manning  of  Noel,  Missouri,  who  now  has  H.  T. 
(Buddy)  Craig's  old  Bible.  Mrs.  Manning,  (Virgie  Benschoter)  copied  the  records 
for  Fay  Bryant  of  Baytown,  Texas,  who  graciously  sent  a  copy  to  me.) 


Marriages : 

John  T.  Craig  and  Adelia  Barger 
Caswell  Snell  and  Elizabeth  Craig 
Olney  M  Whitcomb  and  Margaret  Craig 
Burgess  Benschoter  and  Pamella  F  Benschoter 
W  G  L  Craig  and  Sarah  Edwards ■ 

John  V  Craig  and  Mattie  Cave 
Henry  B  Craig  and  Nannie  Davis 
Abram  C  Craig  and  Ida  R  Castor 
Beverly  Lett  and  Laura  A  Benschoter 
Hiram  T  Craig  and  Margreta  Mary  Kersig 
Larkin  Craig  and  Minnie  Jones 


April  12,  1852. 
? 

Feb  21,  I860 
Sept  28,  1862 
? 

Dec  2,  I864 

May  18,  1876 
Jan  25,  1882 
Sept  5,  1896 
Aug  27,  1890 


Births : 


John  T  Craig 
Adelia  Craig 
G  L  Craig 
Drusilla  E  Craig 
Nat  T  Craig 
James  G  Craig 


May  7,  1809 
Apr  21,  1812 
Feb  6,  1855 
Nov  16,  1854 
May  14,  1856 
Oct  19,  1857 
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Henry  B  Craig 

Apr 

20,  1899 

John  V  Craig 

Mar 

1,  1841 

Margaret  C  Craig 

Jan 

10,  1849 

Harriett  Craig 

Jan 

28,  1845 

Laura  Whitcomb 

Mar 

10,  1868 

Henry  B  Craig 

Mar 

26,  1869 

Maudie  F  Whitcomb 

July  9 ,  1869 

Mary  L  Craig 

Jan 

28,  1872 

26,  1876 

John  Craig 

Oct 

Hubbard  Craig  Benschoter 

Sep 

6,  1876 

Pamela  F  Craig 

Mar 

9,  1846 

Hiram  T  Craig 

Jan 

22,  1849 

Abram  C  Craig 

Feb 

7  ,  1852 

Larkin  P  Craig 

May 

12,  1854 

Larkin  D  Whitcomb 

Dec 

21,  1861 

Laura  A  Benschoter 

Nov 

9,  1869 

Lillian  E  Whitcomb 

Apr 

18,  1864 

Geo  L  Benschoter 

Oct 

19,  1865 

Toliver  C  Craig 

Dec 

14,  1865 

Elizabeth  E  Whitcomb 

June  1,  1866 

Adelia  Craig 

Apr 

11,  1867 

Claudie  F  Whitcomb 

July  9,  1869 

Toliver  B  Whitcomb 

Aug 

9,  1871 

Robert  Craig 

Mar 

2,  1874 

Joseph  Ingram 

May 

2,  1870 

James  Barger  Craig 

Sep 

9,  1879 

Deaths : 

Harriet  Craig 

Mar 

9,  1845 

James  G  Craig 

Oct 

12,  1864 

Laura  Whitcomb 

Aug 

91,  1868 

Levivian  T  Benschoter 

Aug 

19,  1881 

Burgess  Benschoter 

May 

9,  1916 

Larkin  P  Craig 

Dec 

7,  1918 

Rena  May  Benschoter 

Oct 

6,  1895 

Vernetta  Jean  Manning 

Sep 

14,  1922 

Geraldine  Benschoter 

Mar 

5,  1922 

Marion  Joice  Benschoter 

Mar 

16,  1950 

Nat  T  Craig 

June 

■  16,  1862 

Adelia  Craig 

July 

■  25,  1880 

Hubbard  C  Benschoter 

Aug 

27,  1878 

Pamela  Benschoter 

Nov 

9,  1907 

Hiram  T  Craig  (Uncle  Buddie) 

Aug 

28,  1918 

Lela  B  Berry 

Feb 

6,  1920 

Roy  Benschoter 

Sep 

14,  1918 

Cordelia  Benschoter 

Mar 

18,  1922 

Hattie  Dell  Benschoter 

Dec 

17,  1929 

*  *  *  *  * 


Several  years  ago  a  Mrs.  Ferguson  made  an  abstract  of  the  Craig  marriages 
recorded  in  Callaway  County,  Missouri,  from  1821  to  1871.  Mrs.  Grace  West 
Baynham  of  McCredie,  Missouri,  sent  me  a  copy  which  is  reproduced  below  for 
the  value  it  may  have  for  anyone  doing  research  in  Callaway  County.  Mrs. 
Baynham  identified  some  of  the  persons  listed.  Her  identifications  are  set  in 
parentheses . 

Frances  (Fanny)  Craig-Henry  Cave  of  Boone  Co.  Missouri  (daughter  of  Toliven 
III  and  Patsy  Wright).  Sept  8,  1824 

Catherine  Craig— Thomas  Smith  (Toliver  and  Patsy  Wright  Craig's  daugh— 
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ter.  ) 

Larkin  Craig-Anne  Ficklin 
Allie  Craig-M.  Harrison 
Jane  Craig-Joseph  McDonald 
Carter  T.  Craig-Mary  S.  Games 
George  Craig-Hannah  Atwater 
William  T.  Craig-Sidney  Smith 
Ann  M.  Craig-Edward  A.  Herndon 
Samuel  Craig -Ann  Swan 
Ann  Craig-Joseph  Allen 
America  Ann  Craig-Thomas  Ficklin 
and  Esther  McKinney  Craig.) 

Mary  Craig-Charles  Hobbs 
Ellen  Craig-Thomas  Pate 
R.  A.  Craig-Amanda  Hensley 
David  W.  Craig-Louisa  Glover 
Robert  Craig-Mary  Huston 
Mrs.  Ann  Craig-Thomas  B.  Bradley 
David  W.  Craig-Frances  Games 
William  S.  Craig-Julia  A.  Riley 
Jane  Ann  Craig-William  H.  Allen 
G.  A.  Craig-Nancy  Board 
Joseph  S.  Craig-Mary  Jones 
Drusilla  Craig-Caswell  Snell 
Eliza  Ellen  Craig-James  Lawrence 
S.  Craig's  daughter.) 

Polly  Ann  Craig-John  P.  Moseley 
and  Sidney  Craig.) 

Nancy  Jane  Craig-William  B.  Moss 
Martha  R.  Craig-Austin  Calhoun 
Elizabeth  Ann  Craig-Asa  Branson 
George  M.  Craig-Jane  Ford 
Lucy  Craig-John  Snell 


Jan.  29, 
June  7  5 
June  28, 
Dec.  5? 
Oct.  14, 
March  15 
Dec.  12, 
Dec.  24, 
Feb.  21, 
Mar.  10, 
Oct.  30, 


1828 
1831 
1831 
1833 
1836 
,  1838 
1838 
1840 
1841 
1841 
1845. 


Aug .  7 , 
Apr.  29 
Jan.  27 
Feb.  10 
Jan.  30 
May  27, 
Sept .  9 
Nov.  4 5 
Nov.  11 
Nov.  23 
Apr.  9, 
Jan.  20 
July  18 


1845 
,  1847 
,  1848 
,  1848 
,  1850 
1852 
,  1852 
1852 
,  1852 
,  1854 
1856 
,  1857 
,  1858, 


(Daughter  of  Nathaniel 


Sept.  16,  1858 

Dec.  28,  1859 
Jan.  25,  I860 
Feb.  16,  I860 
Jan.  1,  1861 
Aug.  6,  1868 


(Carter  T.  and  Mary 
(Daughter  of  Wm.  T. 


***** 


Items  from  the  records  of  the  Richland  Baptist  Church,  founded  June  20, 
I84O.  Courtesy  of  Mrs.  Grace  West  Baynham. 

1  John  T.  Craig  and  wife,  Adelia,  baptized  September  19 ,  1840. 

2  Robert  Craig,  January  1843?  joined  during  meeting. 

3  William  T.  Craig,  October  1844?  confession  and  baptism. 

4  Sidney  Craig,  his  wife,  October  1844?  confession  and  baptism. 

5  Esther  Lewis  Craig,  October  1844?  confession  and  baptism. 

6  Carter  T.  Craig,  March  1845?  Ass't.  clerk. 

7  Gidean  Games  &  Martha  (Patsy)  Games  by  letters,  February  I84I. 

8  Craig  Games,  letter  of  dismissal,  December  1845* 

9  Amanda  Games,  baptism  in  I848 . 

10  Mary  Craig,  baptism  in  1848. 

11  John  C.  Games,  baptism  in  I848. 

12  Elridge  Branham,  letter  of  dismissal  March  1849  to  go  to  California. 

13  Toliver  Craig  and  wife,  Ann,  baptized  in  November  1849* 

14  Mrs.  Ann  Craig  (wife  of  Toliver)  died  in  1852 

15  Alice  Games,  baptized  October  1852 

16  Drusilla  Craig,  baptized  November  1852 

17  John  T.  Craig,  wife  and  daughter  M.  C.,  letters  of  dismissal  March  1861. 

18  N.  T.  Craig,  letter  of  dismissal,  June  1861. 

19  N.  Toliver  Craig,  by  letter,  June  1861. 

20  Rhoda  F.  Duvall,  letter,  February  1856 
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21  Miss  Eliza  E.  Craig,  baptism,  October  1856. 

22  Miss  M.  C.  Craig,  baptism,  November  2,  1856. 

23  Miss  Martha  R.  Craig,  baptism  November  16 ,  1856. 

24  Miss  Polly  Ann  Craig,  baptism  November  16 ,  1856. 

***** 
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JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  (son  of  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  PATSY  WRIGHT)  was  born  in 
Scott  County,  Kentucky,  May  7,  1809 •  He  died  near  Carthage,  Jasper  County, 
Missouri,  March  3?  1885*  Burial  was  in  the  old  Stone  Cemetery  about  eight 
miles  south  of  Carthage.  John  T.  Craig  went  to  Missouri  some  time  after  1825. 

He  married  ADELIA  BARGER  April  12,  1832,  probably  in  Boone  County.  She  was 
j born  near  Sparta,  White  County,  Tennessee,  April  21,  1812  and  went  with  her 
^parents  to  Boone  County,  Missouri  in  1819 •  She  died  July  25,  1880,  in  Eureka 
|  Springs,  Arkansas,  and  was  buried  there.  Later,  seemingly,  in  1889,  her  re¬ 
mains  were  removed  to  the  Stone  Cemetery  for  reburial. 

After  their  marriage  John  T.  and  Adelia  settled  on  a  farm  in  Callaway 
County,  Missouri,  where  they  lived  for  many  years.  Their  children  were  all  born 
! there.  In  1857  the  couple,  with  most  of  their  children  and  other  relatives, 

!  moved  to  Humboldt,  Richardson  County,  Nebraska,  and 'in  the  spring  of  1866  they 
| went  to  Jasper  County,  Missouri,  where  John  T.  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land 
’about  eight  miles  south  of  Carthage  in  the  Stoney  Point  school  district,  and  ad¬ 
joining  land  homesteaded  by  his  son-in-law,  Burgess  Benschoter. 

Edna  Stauffer,  a  great  granddaught er  of  John  T.  and  Adelia,  informs  us, 
j "Here  they  lived  until  they  died  and  are  now  buried  in  the  old  Stone  Cemetery, 

| which  is  about  four  or  five  miles  west  of  the  old  homesteads.  There  is  a  row  of 
■  22  graves  of  our  kin  with  15  or  20  buried  elsewhere  in  the  same  cemetery.  The 
original  plot  became  too  crowded,  so  new  ground  had  to  be  added. 

I  have  pictures  of  their  grave  stones  as  of  others  in  the  old  Stone  Ceme¬ 
tery.  There  are  many,  and  these  later  years  they  seem  to  be  increasing  fast. 

After  the  death  of  our  great  grandparents,  the  farm  was  in  the  possession 
of  Uncle  Buddy  Craig.  I  don’t  know  whether  he  bought  it  or  not,  but  when  I  was 
a  child  it  was  called  ’Uncle  Buddy's  place'.  Uncle  George  Benschoter  and  Aunt 
Nell  lived  on  it  for  several  years.  Then  Uncle  Vernie  Benschoter  and  Aunt 
Hattie  lived  there.  I  believe  they  were  living  there  when  Uncle  Buddy  died  in 
I  Chicago.  I  know  Uncle  Vernie  went  to  Chicago,  brought  back  his  body  and  buried 
'him  in  the  old  Stone  Cemetery  on  his  (Uncle  Vernie's)  private  lot.  The  farm  now 
belongs  to  strangers  as  does  grandfather  Benschoter ’ s .  .  .  . 

I  have  a  letter  written  by  Adelia  Craig  to  her  daughter,  Pamelia  Frances, 

| from  Eureka  Springs.  It  was  written  in  pencil,  is  now  faded,  some  I  can  hardly 
make  out.  It  is  dated  January  31,  but  no  year.  .  .  .  She  writes  in  this  letter, 

1  of  the  trouble  in  his  legs.  Eureka  Springs  was  a  very  famous  place  during  those 
years  and  noted  for  the  curative  powers  of  its  waters.  She  must  have  taken  him 
there  on  account  of  his  legs  to  try  to  secure  some  relief.  She  wrote  that  he 
| was  getting  better  and  the  people  there  said  if  he  could  stay  until  fall  he 
!  might  be  cured . 

I  do  not  know  when  they  returned,  but  I  do  remember  of  hearing  how  great 
grandfather  was  paralized  and  had  to  sit  in  a  huge  homemade  chair.  He  was  a 
; large  fat  man,  and  became  more  fat  in  his  inactivity.  One  time  a  little  boy 
:  came  up  to  him,  and  marking  around  his  middle  with  his  small  finger,  said,  'Mr. 
Craig,  if  you  were  cut  off  right  here,  wouldn’t  you  hold  a  lot  of  corn?' 

I  remember  seeing  the  big  old  chair  in  which  great  grandfather  used  to  sit. 
I  do  not  know  what  became  of  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  Aunt  Berta  had  it  for  a 

while . 


Great  grandmother  Adelia  was  a  little  woman  and  had  her  special  little 
homemade  chair.  Grandmother  Benschoter  kept  her  chair  for  a  long  time  and  I, 
as  a  child,  was  allowed  to  sit  in  it  by  grandmother  as  we  snapped  beans,  shelled 
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peas,  peeled  apples,  etc.  Its  legs  were  worn  down  to  the  lowest  rounds.  Back 
to  great  grandfather.  He  would  have  the  boys  carry  him,  in  his  chair,  to  the 
front  porch  which  gave  him  a  view  of  the  fields  where  they  were  at  work.  He 
directed  the  boys."  End  of  quotations  from  Mrs.  Stauffer's  letter. 

i 

Little  information  has  come  to  hand  concerning  John  Toliver  Craig's  younge] 
years  when  he  lived  in  Callaway  County.  While  in  Richardson  County ,  Nebraska, 
and  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri,  in  addition  to  farming,  he  did  considerable  long 
distance  freighting,  his  sons  doing  most  of  the  road  work.  With  his  sons, 
William  G.  L.  and  John  V.  ,  he  went  overland  to  California,  the  purpose  of  the 
journey  being  the  freighting  of  the  machinery  for  a  sawmill.  (My  father  said 
this  trip  was  in  1857  ?  Uncle  Bob  says  it  was  after  I860.  HLC  ♦  )  After  a  short  j, 
time  in  California,  William  G.  L.  went  to  Nevada,  and  John  T.  and  his  younger 
son  returned  home,  sailing  from  San  Francisco  around  Cape  Horn.  When  far  down  j 
the  coast  of  South  America,  John  Vernoy  became  seriously  ill,  and  when  the  ship  i 
reached  Punta  Arenas  they  went  ashore  where  the  young  man  could  have  a  doctor's  ; 
care.  They  were  in  Punta  Arenas,  then  the  southermost  town  in  the  world,  for 
forty  days  before  they  obtained  passage  on  another  ship. 


In  the  late  70's  John  T.  suffered  a  paralytic  stroke.  He  also  had  some 
kind  of  foot  ailment  that  prevented  him  from  walking,  even  after  he  had  partly  j 
recovered  from  the  stroke.  He  probably  was  taken  to  Eureka  Springs  for  the 
mineral  baths  on  more  than  one  occasion.  At  any  rate,  he  and  Great  grandmother^ 
were  there  in  the  summer  of  1880.  My  father  told  me  that  late  in  July  several  | 
members  of  the  family  went  to  Eureka  Springs  in  a  wagon  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  the  old  couple  home.  This  party  consisted  of  my  father,  T.  C.  Craig;  , 
grandfather,  William  G.  L. ;  Buddy;  father's  sister,  Adelia,  who  later  was  Mrs.  * 
Charles  F.  Ellis,  and  Joe  Ingram,  a  boy  of  about  twelve  years  who  was  raised  by1 
John  T.  and  Adelia.  Father  said  that  when  they  were  nearing  the  Arkansas  line  * 
they  met  Marcellus  Cave  who  told  them,  "Aunt  Delia  is  dead."  She  had  died 
suddenly,  but  I  have  not  learned  the  cause. 


JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  ADELIA  BARGER  had  twelve  children, 


Callaway  County,  Missouri: 

William  Gasper  Lafayette  Craig 
Drusilla  Elizabeth  Craig 
Nathaniel  Toliver  Craig 
James  Granville  Craig 
Henry  Brown  Craig 
John  Vernoy  Craig 
Margaret  Catherine  Craig 
Harriet  Craig 
Pamelia  Frances  Craig 
Hiram  Threlkeld  Craig 
Abram  Carter  Craig 
Larkin  Philip  Craig 


all  born  in 

2/6/1855  -  H/2/1909 
11/16/1854  -  11/6/1906 
5/14/1856  -  6/16/1862 
10/19/1857  -  10/12/1864 
4/20/I859  -  4/2/1897 
4/1/1841  -  10/17/1900 
1/10/1845  -  5/15/1922 
1/28/1845  -  3/9/1845 
5/9/1846  -  11/15/1907 
1/22/1849  -  8/22/1918 
2/7/1852  -  9/27/1951 
5/12/1854  -  12/7/1918 


Records  of  the  Richland  Baptist  Church,  reproduced  elsewhere  herein,  have 
the  following  items  pertinent  here: 

John  T.  Craig  and  Adelia  Craig  baptized  September  19,  1840. 
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Drusilla  Craig  baptized  November  1852. 

Letters  of  dismissal  to  John  T.  Craig,  wife,  and  daugher  M.  C.  March  1861. 

***** 


ALELIA  BARGER  (daughter  of  CASPER  and  ELIZABETH  BARGER)  was  born  near 
Sparta,  White  County,  Tennessee,  April  21,  1812.  She  went  with  her  parents  to 
Soone  County,  Missouri,  in  1819*  Casper  and  Elizabeth  Barger  settled  on  a  farm 
Lear  Englewood,  Missouri,  where  they  lived  until  they  died.  They  were  buried  in 
i  family  cemetery  near  their  home.  In  1951  Allie  Craig  Robb  wrote  that  the  grave 
htones  were  still  standing  and  the  inscriptions  legible.  The  inscriptions  read: 
Jasper  Barger  1766-1848;  Elizabeth  Barger  I766-I855.  Casper  and  Elizabeth  had 
;en  children:  Margaret;  Philip;  Abraham;  James  C.;  Elizabeth  M. ;  Henry  Brown; 
lulia;  Pamelia;  Harriet  and  Adelia. 


Mr.  Alvan  Lyell  Barger  of  Charlottesville,  Virginia,  did  an  enormous  amount 
3f  research  on  the  Bargers.  His  work,  "The  Barger  Journal",  printed  by  Edwards 
3rothers  in  1959 9  lists  more  than  nine  thousand  Bargers  and  their  kin.  From 
Hr.  Barger’s  estimable  account  I  learn  that  my  great-great  grandfather,  Casper 
Barger,  was  born  in  Blacksburg,  Virginia,  May  19 9  1766.  He  was  a  son  of  Philip 
Barger  and  Eve  Clements  and  a  grandson  of  Philip  Barger,  a  Palatine  German,  who 
same  to  Shenandoah  Valley  probably  in  the  1750’ s,  and  was  killed  by  Indians  in 
'She  Draper’s  Meadows  massacre,  near  Blacksburg,  July  50,  1755*  Mr.  Barger  gives 
in  extensive  account  of  these  families  down  to  Adelia,  whom  he  lists  only  as 
laving  married  "in  Missour,  a  Mr.  Craig".  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  pick 
ip  the  thread  where  Mr.  Barger  lost  it,  and  to  present  in  the  following  pages  a 
very  nearly  complete  record  of  the  descendents  of  Adelia  Barger. 


In  1951  Rachel  Roth  Cook  and  Clem  Bullard  Lee  visited  the  old  Barger 
Cemetery  near  Englewood,  and  their  findings  were  sent  to  me  by  Allie  Robb.  The 
[following  information  was  copied  from  grave  stones  by  Clem  Bullard  Lee: 

Pamelia  Barger  Bullard,  born  July  15,  1807;  died  May  25,  I896. 

Elizabeth  Barger  (wife  of  Casper  Barger)  born  1766;  died  1855* 

Casper  Barger,  born  1766  ;  died  I848. 

James  G.  Barger  died  January  1866,  age  66  years,  10  months,  15  days. 
Frances  H.  Brooks,  born  1827;  died  I846  (wife  of  James  Brooks). 

Smith  B.  Brooks,  born  1842;  died  1856. 

Julia  Barger  Rutherford  died  1852. 

A.  W.  Rutherford  died  1872. 


Pamelia  Barger,  daughter  of  Casper  Barger  and  Elizabeth  - ,  married 

John  Montgomery  Bullard.  Clem  Bullard  Lee  gave  the  following  information  on 
itheir  children: 

I  Frances  Helen  Bullard  "Brooks",  born  April  16 ,  1827;  died  January  26,  I846. 
1 2  Louise  Bullard,  born  December  16 ,  1828;  died  November  25,  1845* 

3  Margaret  Bullard  "Burnett",  born  October  5,  1850. 

4  Elizabeth  Martha  Bullard  "Vaughn",  born  August  17,  1852. 

3  Emily  Bullard,  born  October  5,  1854;  died  August  28,  1857* 

5  George  Andrew  Bullard,  born  April  11,  1857;  died  November  11,  1858. 

7  Mary  Jane  Bullard,  born  July  21,  1859;  died  October  15,  I842 . 

3  John  Montgomery  Bullard,  born  May  26,  1841 ;  killed  by  Indians  February  25, 

1871. 

3  Edwin  Ruthevan  Bullard,  born  March  28,  1845;  lied  April  26,  1906 . 

10  Infant  daughter  dead,  November  14,  1845. 

II  James  Barger  Bullard,  born  February  10,  1847;  lied  February  15,  1920. 

12  William  Henry  Bullard,  born  October  16 ,  1849 5  lied  August  1951. 
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My  father  told  me  that  his  cousin,  John  Bullard,  was  killed  by  Indians 
somewhere  in  the  West,  but  he  had  no  details.  The  following  obituary  notice  m f 
a  Missouri  newspaper  was  sent  to  me  by  Allie  Robbs 

"James  B.  Bullard,  born  in  1847?  the  son  0h  J°hn  M.  Bullard,  pioneer  citi-  || 
zen  of  this  vicinity.  Died  one  of  the  most  prominent  yet  one  of  the  most  un¬ 
assuming  citizens  of  Boone  County  and  a  man  of  wonderful  strength  of  character, 
the  story  of  whose  life  is  a  page  from  the  life  of  the  old  west,  replete  with 
thrilling  personal  experiences,  but  seldom  mentioned  by  this  quiet  man  of  home 
and  fireside. 

At  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  James  B.  Bullard  was  about  eighteen  years  j| 
old.  The  lure  of  the  West  with  its  excitement  and  opportunities  wliich  fortune 
Qppgpgq  induced  him  to  cross  the  plains.  The  trip  was  made  on  horseback  and  ini 
a  wagon  train.  His  brother,  John  Bullard,  afterwards  killed  by  Indians  in  a 
fight  which  he  led  against  the  Redskins,  accompanied  him.  The  two  with  youth's, 
love  of  adventure  and  with  courage  characteristic  of  both,  launched  in  the  wildj 
life  of  the  pioneer  days  when  men  held  their  lives  lightly  and  had  to  defend  it 
fearlessly.  He  soon  became  versed  in  every  mode  of  western  life  and  the  method;}; 
of  Indian  warfare.  His  knowledge  of  woodscraft  equalled  that  of  the  Indians. 
Knowledge  of  this  coming  to  Gen.  Crook,  famous  Indian  fighter,  the  latter  made  jj 
J.  B.  Bullard  his  chief  scout,  his  brother  John  being  named  his  first  assistant;; 
The  two  became  Gen.  Crook's  most  trusted  lieutenants. 

* 

A  noYf  prosperous  and  growing  city  of  Hew  Mexico  --  Silver  City  --  was 
founded  and  named  by  Bullard  Brothers.  While  prospecting  in  the  then  wild 
territory  they  discovered  a  rich  ledge  and  the  almost  fabulous  deposits  of 
silver  attracted  thousands  of  prospectors.  The  town  that  sprang  up  over  night 
was  named  by  the  Bullard  boys,  "Silver  City". 

It  was  during  the  residence  of  the  Bullard  brothers  at  Silver  City  that 
John  Bullard  lost  his  life  in  a  fight  with  hostile  Indians.  As  leader  of  a 
force  against  the  Indians,  John  Bullard  had  wounded  the  chief  of  the  red  skins.: 
The  Indian  was  lying  on  the  ground.  As  Bullard  advanced  to  finish  the  job  of 
making  a  good  Indian  of  him  the  Indian  raised  on  his  hip  and  elbow  and  shot  i 

John  through  the  heart.  The  white  force,  composed  of  cowboys  and  miners,  gave 
chase  to  the  fleeing  Indians.  The  chief  who  killed  John  Bullard  was  scalped 
and  his  scalp  brought  to  Silver  City  and  presented  to  James  Bullard  as  evidence: 
that  the  death  of  his  brother  had  been  avenged. 

Few  people,  even  his  neighbors  and  most  intimate  friends,  knew  of  the 
eventful  career  of  this  unassuming  man  who  joined  the  majority  at  his  home 
three  miles  north  of  Ashland  at  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  February  13,  1920:f 

The  following  letter  written  by  Adelia  Barger  Craig  was  copied  from  the 
original  by  Mr.  James  Granville  Craig  of  Humboldt,  Nebraska,  and  sent  to  me 
for  use  herein.  The  letter  was  written  to  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abram 
Carter  Craig. 

Diamond  City,  Missouri, 

May  the  25th,  '79* 

My  dear  children  we  received  your  letter  by  last  mail  and  was  glad  to  hear 
that  you  was  all  well  and  doing  well ;  we  are  all  tolerable  well,  your  father  is 
as  well  as  common  but  his  foot  is  so  tender  he  sometimes  can't  get  to  the  table 
he  went  to  the  hog  pen  the  other  day,  that  is  farther  than  he  has  been  this 
spring.  I  fear  sometimes  he  will  get  so  he  can't  walk  at  all,  but  I  feel  thank 
ful  that  I  am  able  to  wait  on  him,  although  I  have  been  more  feeble  this  summer 
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than  common.  We  had  a  cold  dry  spring;  all  the  fruit  is  killed  even  goose- 
|  berries .  The  boys  have  the  prairie  field  in  wheat  except  ten  or  twelve  acres 
fin  oats,  this  little  field  here  at  the  shop  in  wheat  it  looks  nice;  we  have  a 

hired  hand  and  I  think  they  say  they  have  45  acres  corn  all  back  of  the  orchard, 

j  William  tends  the  orchard  and  is  tending  some  on  Sides  1 ,  I  think  he  says  he  has 
I  35  acres  of  corn,  it  looks  well  for  the  chance  it  has  been  so  extremely  dry, 
my  garden  is  not  verry  good,  the  seed  did  not  come  up  on  account  of  dry  weather; 

some  people  have  early  potatoes,  but  we  have  none,  ours  was  planted  late;  I 

have  beans  in  bloom.  I  have  a  heap  to  do  and  am  not  verry  able  this  spring. 

| 

Major  lives  4  miles  west  of  Joplin,  he  moved  there  in  April,  and  has  got  in 
145  acres  of  corn.  William  and  Pamelia  was  in  Joplin  Friday  and  saw  him  there, 

! they  were  well,  he  rents  from  Roberds.  Mattie  has  not  been  here  since  B  and 
Nannie  was  here.  Bird  went  over  to  Callaway  and  got  Jim  Craig's  horse,  he  was 
|  the  poorest  thing  when  he  got  here;  Bird  said  he  was  mad  a  Jim  when  he  saw  him; 
j but  I  tell  you  he  looks  fine  now,  as  gaily  as  a  colt,  but  I  don't  think  he  has 
done  much  yet,  they  say  he  is  too  high.  I  milk  five  cows  and  will  have  another. 

We  have  school  going  on  now,  Miss  Bean,  teacher,  the  children  like  her  verry 
much.  Can  Granville  talk,  have  you  breches  on  him,  can  he  ride?  Little  Johnny 
wears  breches  and  cries  to  ride  the  "fiddie",  the  filly  has  a  nice  horse  colt. 

June  the  1st.  I  will  try  to  finish  my  letter.  I  am  stopt  by  people  coming 
I  in.  I  heard  the  other  day  that  Carter  and  Kate  Baynham  had  come  over  and  Carter 
^married  Mr.  Degroff's  daughter  and  has  gone  back;  we  have  not  had  a  letter  from 
<  there  since  Bird  was  there.  I  have  not  written  to  them  for  some  time,  it  is 
!  seldom  I  can  write.  We  had  a  verry  fine  rain  night  before  last  that  refreshed 
us  much.  The  wheat  in  the  field  below  the  shop  looks  like  it  would  have  to  cut 
i  this  week;  they  are  not  done  tending  the  corn  and  don't  have  a  machine,  talking 
of  getting  one  but  I  don't  know  what  they  will  do.  You  talked  of  being  hard  up. 

I  don't  think  I  ever  felt  so  uneasy  about  our  debts  as  I  did  last  winter  but  we 
;  scratched  along  so  far.  If  I  was  only  able  to  do  more  work  I  would  be  glad  but 
!  my  time  for  work  is  past;  yet  I  feel  a  anxious  about  the  welfare  of  my  children 
as  I  ever  did.  We  have  a  new  set  of  neighbors,  I  like  the  folks  that  lives  on 
Bill  Philips  place  better  than  I  did  him.  Well  I  must  come  to  a  close  and  write 
!i  some  to  sis.  You  said  Ida  and  her  was  verry  thick.  I  hope  they  will  continue 
so;  I  like  to  know  my  children  are  doing  well  and  friendly  together  is  a  great 
•;  comfort  to  me.  How  is  the  babe  getting  along,  can  she  set  alone?  I  am  stopt 
i  so  much  I  forget  what  I  have  written,  so  farewell  for  the  present  and  my  prayers 
for  your  welfare. 

Delia  Craig 

: I  have  not  heard  from  Margaret  Cave  since  she  left. 

***** 

DRUSILLA  ELIZABETH  CRAIG  (daughter  of  JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  ADELIA  BARGER) 

!  was  born  in  Callaway  County,  Missouri,  November  16,  1834*  She  died  at  Webster, 

■  Texas ,  November  6,  1906.  She  married  CASWELL  SNELL  in  Callaway  County  January  20, 
1857.  Caswell  Snell  was  born  February  27,  1833  and  died  at  Webster,  Texas, 

January  3?  1900*  Caswell  Snell  was  a  blacksmith  and  had  a  shop  in  Callway  County 
!  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  but  soon  followed  his  father-in-lav/  to  Nebraska. 

I  0.  M.  Whitcomb  had  the  Snells  out  in  Frontier  County  for  a  time  in  the  late  80's 
or  early  90's,  and  I  infer  that  Caswell  Snell  worked  for  Mr.  Whitcomb  in  Texas. 

The  Snells  were  both  devout  Baptists.  In  the  last  months  of  her  life  Betty 
Snell  was  bedridden  and  during  this  time  she  was  cared  for  by  Maude  (Whitcomb) 
Benschoter.  The  Snells  had  no  children  but  for  a  short  time  cared  for  Mary 
Adelia  Craig,  infant  daughter  of  Betty's  brother,  "Buddy".  This  incident  pro- 
j  duced  another  mystery  which  we  have  not  yet  solved,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
|  following  letter  from  Fay  Bryant,  which  is  reproduced  here  with  Mrs.  Bryant's 
permission. 
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Baytown,  Texas 
May  21,  1958* 


Bear  Cousins: 

This  is  not  a  letter,  only  a  "Bulletin-number-one-since-my-last-letter" , 
which  means  I  have  information  I  think  you  would  like,  and  am  pleased  to  share 

with  you. 

When  my  husband  and  I  visited  in  Riviera,  Texas,  recently,  Aunt  Lilly 
Whitcomb  mentioned  four  of  our  relatives  were  placed  in  the  Evergreen  Cemetery 
in  Houston.  Uncle  Cas  Snell,  Aunt  Betty  Snell,  the  baby  which  was  in  Aunt 
Betty's  care  and  Maggie  Church. 

I  know  when  our  mother  would  go  to  that  cemetery  paying  her  respects  to 
those  of  her  family  placed  there,  Zelta  would  usually  go  with  her.  Of  the 
couple  who  were  keepers;  they  met  the  wife,  Mrs.  Lulu  Hooper.  how  Mr.  Hooper 
is  gone  and  Mrs.  Lulu  Hooper  has  been  made  keeper  of  the  cemetery.  It  was  first  : 
opened  in  February  of  1894* 

Yesterday  I  spent  the  day  with  Zelta  in  Houston.  We  went  to  Evergreen 
Cemetery.  It  is  not  well  kept  at  present.  Possibly  in  a  way,  it  is  just  as 
well.  In  some  cemeteries  there  is  an  element  of  vandalism.  Houston  is  not 
alone  in  this  demonstration  of  willful  or  ignorant  destruction.  I  think  it  has 
been  practiced  to  some  extent  ever  since  our  United  States  had  cemeteries,  and 
in  other  nations  before  us.  Regrettable! 

i 

While  Zelta  and  Mrs.  Hooper  renewed  their  acquaintance,  I  glanced  through 
the  cemetery  ledgers.  In  those  ledgers  I  found,  "Cas  Snell,  from  Webster,  j 

1/3/1900.  Lot  23,  Sect.  A,  Subd.  1;  Mrs.  Betty  Snell,  from  Webster,  ll/6/l906, 
Lot  23,  Sect.  A,  Subd.  1;  Emma  B.  Craig,  ll/2/l898,  Lot  23,  Sect.  A,  Subd.  1; 
and  Maggie  Church,  Lot  17?  Sect.  A,  Subd.  1.  \ 

Zelta  asked,  "Fay,  don't  you  remember  the  marker  with  a  little  lamb  on  its 
top?  As  I  remember  that  one  belonged  to  Maggie  Church.  I  remember  it  especially 
because  the  lamb  became  detached  and  our  mother  caused  it  to  be  repaired  and  re-‘ 
placed."  I 

As  soon  as  Zelta  mentioned  the  little  lamb,  Mrs.  Hooper  said,  "Oh,  now 

THAT  marker  is  near.  We  can  walk  down  there.  There  is  only  one  like  that  in 

here."  ( 

1 

1 

I 

With  the  old  ledger  and  notebook  in  hand,  I  set  out  with  Zelta  and  Mrs. 
Hooper  to  locate  the  markers. 

t 

Evergreen  Cemetery  had  changed  since  the  many  years  past  when  Zelta  and 
our  mother  visited  there  5  but  after  we  had  gone  some  distance  through  high  weeds 
Johnson  grass,  Virginia  creeper,  and  berry  vines,  Zelta  paused,  looked  up  at 
the  trees,  at  the  great  wall  fence,  at  the  sun,  then  said  to  Mrs.  Hooper, 

"As  I  remember,  this  should  be  near  the  spot  we  are  looking  for." 

It  was . 

I 

We  first  located  the  stone  with  the  little  lamb  which  indeed  was  the 
marker  for  Maggie  L.  Church.  12/15/1887  -  Il/l0/l896.  j 

Near  was  Cas  Snell,  2/27/I833  -  1/3/1900,  his  marker  told  us.  Placed  at  1 
his  feet  was  another  grave,  marked  Mrs.  Betty  Snell,  Il/l6/l834  -  II/6/1906. 


At  the  right  of  Cas  Snell,  and  quite  close,  is  an  infant’s  grave  with 
curbing  entirely  around  it  but  no  marker.  No  name  or  date  of  any  kind. 

Your  idea  about  this  infant’s  grave  is  as  good  as  mine  and  I  would  like 
knowing  your  opinion. 

After  having  looked  at  the  cemetery  records  and  after  having  found  the  no¬ 
tations  of  Emma  B.  Craig,  ll/2/l898  in  Lot  23,  Sect.  A,  Subd.  1  (which  are 
identical  to  those  of  Uncle  Cas;  Lot,  Section  and  Subdivision)  I  reasoned  pos¬ 
sibly  when  they  lost  the  baby,  they  placed  it  in  the  Evergreen  Cemetery.  Later, 
when  Aunt  Betty  lost  Uncle  Cas,  she  placed  him  beside  the  tiny  baby;  but  later 
when  she  passed  on,  a  place  at  his  side  was  no  longer  available  and  they  placed 
her  at  his  feet. 

Thas  is  only  a  supposition.  Bo  you  have  a  record  of  that  child  having  been 
a  son  or  daughter?  Bo  you  have  a  record  of  its  name? 

SOMEWHERE  in  that  cemetery  is  a  Mrs.  Sally  Lee  Craig,  placed  there  in  1925. 
Lot  bought  by  C.  G.  Craig.  I  don’t  know  if  she  is  our  relative. 

Well!  I  have  just  glanced  through  your  letter  written  me  on  12/31/51  in 
which  you  asked  if  I  knew  of  a  Mary  Adelia  Craig,  who  was  born  in  the  late 
1890’s.  The  daughter  of  Hiram  Thrailkill  Craig,  y/hom  the  family  called  "Buddy". 

Aunt  Frances  Whitcomb  told  me  she  remembered  "Uncle  Buddy"  brought  his 
infant  from  Nebraska  to  Texas  and  placed  it  in  the  care  of  his  sister,  Aunt 
Betty  Snell;  so  after  rereading  your  earlier  letter  I  see  it  discards  entirely 
my  idea  of  the  baby  being  named  Emma  B.  Craig.  It  is  good  you  have  a  record  of 
the  child’s  true  name. 

Later  in  the  day,  Zelta  and  I  visited  Forest  Park  Cemetery  in  Houston.  A 
newer,  larger  cemetery  with  perpetual  care.  Our  parents  and  Zelta' s  husband  are 
placed  there. 

Your  letters  to  me  have  always  been  rich  in  genealogical  information,  es¬ 
pecially  of  the  Craig  family.  When  our  correspondence  started,  I  was  not  plan¬ 
ning  to  record  the  Craig  family.  I  thought  with  the  Benschoter  and  Whitcomb 
histories  I  would  be  satisfied.  However,  as  I  worked  with  the  two  lines,  the 
Craig  family  convinced  me  it  was  very  important  to  the  other  two  branches.  As 
I  go  back  to  the  letters  you  and  Big  Jim  Craig  have  written,  I  find  much  that 
means  more  to  me  now  than  when  I  received  them.  Until  your  last  letter,  however, 
when  you  sent  the  John  Toliver  and  Adelia  Barger  Craig  information,  I  had  no¬ 
thing  to  really  start  a  line  of  Craig  genealogy.  I  like  the  way  you  wrote  of 
the  earlier  Craig  family  history.  I  used  it  for  the  start  of  my  Craig  history, 
mentioning  from  whence  it  came,  and  I've  been  working  with  your  letters  and  Big 
Jim’s  considerably,  making  notations,  posting,  etc. 

This  "Bulletin"  is  growing  into  a  letter-sized  deal.  I  better  close. 

The  week  of  May  11  to  17th,  Howard  and  I  went  fishing  with  another  couple, 
near  Mt .  Ida  on  Lake  Ouachita,  Arkansas.  The  country  is  especially  beautiful. 

I  enjoyed  it  tremendously  altho  I  do  not  fish.  I  had  my  typewriter,  cameras, 
little  radio  and  enjoyed  talking  with  other  guests. 

Once  I  spoke  with  a  woman  who  was  scaling  her  catch  of  fish.  She  was 
friendly  and  in  a  chatty  mood.  Her  catch  was  a  good  one.  I  talked  with  her 
less  than  five  minutes  tho,  when  she  paused  in  her  work,  looked  closely  at  me 
and  said,  "You  are  not  from  Arkansas,  are  you?"  I  respectfully  admitted  she  was 
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rifi'ht  From  there  on  I  kept  thinking,  "Alright,  Fay,  she  is  figuring  you 
mufh  faster  than  you  are  figuring  her.  Just  remember!"  She  was  a  kindly 
person?  however.  She  told  me  of  a  short  out  home.  It  proved  to  be  a  good  tip. 

On  our  way  up  we  spent  the  night  with  Alta  and  her  husband  at  Palestine, 
Texas.  Visits  with  Alta  are  always  very  pleasant. 

Our  daughter,  Lila,  and  her  husband  have  bought  a  larger  home.  They  moved 
while  we  were  away.  As  we  returned  to  Baytown  we  stopped  by  their  place  and 
found  we  had  to  look  them  up  at  the  new  address.  They  plan  to  rent  their  smal- 

ler  home. 

I'll  be  glad  to  have  your  reply,  but  in  the  meantime  shall  be  busy  as  I 
have  recently  acquired  considerable  Whitcomb  history  neither  you  nor  I  have  had. 


My  very  best  to  both  you  and  Laura. 


Fay  Bryant 


***** 


NATHANIEL  TOLIVER  CRAIG  (son  of  JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  ALELIA  BARGER)  was 
born  in  Callaway  County,  Missouri,  May  14,  I836.  He  died  June  16,  1862  while 
serving  in  the  Confederate  States  Army.  (My  father  told  me  that  his  uncle  died 
of  measles.)  His  military  record  is  not  available,  but  it  is  known  that  he 


was  m 


the  Battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  Arkansas,  March  6-8,  1862. 


He  was  unmarried. 


***** 


JAMES  GRANVILLE  CRAIG  (son  of  JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  ADELIA  BARGER)  was 
born  in  Callaway  County,  Missouri,  October  12,  1837*  He  died  somewhere  in  the  , 
West  under  mysterious  circumstances  about  1864,  date  not  certain.  He  was  un¬ 
married. 

The  death  or  disappearance  of  "Litz"  Craig  has  provoked  so  much  interest  1 
that  I  am  led  to  give  the  matter  more  prominence  here  than  the  merits  of  the 
case  warrants.  When  I  was  a  small  boy  I  heard  the  tale  many  times  of  how  Litz 
died  somewhere  in  the  desert  in  Nevada  and  that  his  flesh  was  eaten  by  ravens. 
Then  the  matter  passed  from  my  mind  until  I  began  inquiries  in  connection  with 
this  record.  The  accounts  I  received  were  so  divergent  as  to  be  completely 
confusing. 

About  1950  Uncle  John  was  at  my  father's  house  in  Twin  Falls  and  I  asked 
him  about  Litz.  He  gave  me  a  lengthy  and  detailed  account  that  agreed  with  the1 
tale  I  had  heard  years  ago--and  the  only  account  that  did  agree.  He  said  that 
Litz  and  grandfather  were  freighting  near  Virginia  City,  Nevada,  when  Litz  got 
sick  and  was  being  cared  for  by  a  private  family.  He  wandered  away  one  night, 
presumably  while  delirious,  and  although  a  search  was  made  for  him,  he  was  not 
found.  A  few  days  later  a  man  noticed  buzzards  and  ravens  circling  and  in¬ 
vestigated  and  found  Litz's  bones.  My  father  disputed  this  and  said  that  Litz 
died  in  eastern  Colorado  while  on  a  freighting  trip  to  Denver  with  his  brother 
Bee.  But  my  father's  statement  that  Bee  and  Litz  were  together  is  not  borne 
out  by  the  following  in  a  letter  to  me  from  Mr.  John  T.  Craig,  of  Pawhuska, 
Oklahoma,  a  son  of  Bee  Craig: 

"Your  statement  about  the  place  of  death  of  Uncle  Granville  has  me  puzzled 
because  a  number  of  times  I  have  heard  both  my  father  and  my  mother  say  that 
what  became  of  him  was  a  mystery;  that  he  had  left  home  to  go  west  and  was  neveii 
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heard  of  ag3,in?  and  that  whether  the  Indians  had  got  him  or  that  ho  got  sick  and 
died  was  never  known. 

During  the  year  1924  (we  came  to  Pawhuska  in  November  1923)  I  had  a  rather 
startling  experience  concerning  the  name  Granville  Craig.  I  met  a  man  from 
Craig  County,  Oklahoma,  who  asked  me  if  I  was  related  to  old  man  Craig  for 
whom  Craig  County  was  named,  and  when  I  inquired  his  first  name  he  said  it  was 
Granville.  Being  a  very  uncommon  combination  of  names,  I  could  not  help  being 
somewhat  amazed.  From  the  information  I  obtained  it  appeared  that  the  man  for 
whom  Craig  County  was  named  must  have  been  just  about  the  age  Uncle  Granville 
would  have  been  had  he  lived.  I  was  most  anxious  to  get  over  to  Craig  County 
to  visit  with  the  old  man  over  there,  but  before  I  had  an  opportunity  he  died. 
Information  afterward  obtained,  however,  was  to  the  effect  that  old  man  had 
come  from  a  family  of  Craigs  who  lived  in  southern  Missouri." 

This  information  suggested  the  possibility  that  Litz  had  not  died  but  had 
drifted  into  Oklahoma  and,  without  changing  his  name,  had  disappeared  from  the 
ken  of  his  family.  When  I  relayed  the  information  to  Mr.  James  Granville  Craig 
of  Humboldt,  Nebraska,  he  advised  me  that  he  doubted  the  two  men  were  the  same 
because  Litz  had  been  devoted  to  his  mother  and  would  not  have  neglected  to 
write  to  her.  Jim  then  proceeded  to  add  to  the  confusion  with  the  following: 

"In  1864  grandf ather »s  were  living  here  and  he  and  Tom  Brown,  Uncles  Litz, 
Boz  and  William  and  quite  a  company  came  back  from  California  together  on  ac¬ 
count  of  Indians.  Litz  got  sick  and  to  get  him  home  sooner  they  put  him  on  a 
stage.  They  learned  later  that  at  a  dinner  station  Litz  refused  to  go  in  to 
eat  and  lay  down  by  a  hay  stack.  When  the  stage  was  ready  to  leave  he  refused 
to  get  on,  out  of  his  head  likely,  and  that  was  the  last  that  was  seen  of  him. 

I  heard  Tom  Brown  tell  father  this  story." 

I  have  been  unable  to  learn  the  identity  of  the  Granville  Craig  living  in 
Oklahoma.  Mrs.  Wallace  Van  Reed  (Edna  Craig)  of  Lovelock,  Nevada,  made  some 
inquiries  a  few  years  ago,  but  was  unable  to  find  any  mention  of  the  incident 
in  Nevada  records.  And  there  the  matter  must  rest,  the  mystery  unsolved. 

***** 

JOHN  VERNOY  CRAIG  (son  of  JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  ADELIA  BARGER)  was  born 
in  Callaway  County,  Missouri,  March  1,  1841.  He  died  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri, 
October  17,  1900.  He  married  MARTHA  (MATTIE)  WRIGHT  CAVE  December  2,  I864, 
soon  after  his  return  from  California.  They  were  married  in  central  Missouri, 
probably  in  Callaway  or  Audrain  County.  MARTHA  WRIGHT  CAVE  was  a  daughter  of 
HENRY  CAVE,  JR.  and  FRANCES  CLEVELAND  CRAIG.  She  was  born  March  21,  1844;  died 
February  26,  1901.  They  had  no  children  but  raised  a  boy  named  Walter  Robinson. 

John  Vernoy  Craig  went  to  California  with  his  father  and  brother  somewhere 
around  I860.  After  his  marriage  he  farmed  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri. 

***** 

The  following  is  from  a  letter  written  by  Mrs.  Edna  Stauffer: 

John  Vernoy  Craig  (Bos)  and  Mattie  (her  maiden  name  may  have  been  Berewick). 
She  called  him  "Boz".  Aunt  Berta  was  named  for  Aunt  Mattie  --  Mattie  Elberta. 
Uncle  Verney  was  named  for  Uncle  Bos. 

They  had  no  children  but  raised  a  boy  named  Walter  Robinson.  They  lived 
on  a  farm  about  two  miles  north  of  grandfather  Benschoter.  Uncle  George  bought 
the  farm  after  they  died  and  he  and  Aunt  Nell  made  their  home  there  until  Aunt 
Nell  died. 


Aunt  Mattie  was  a  most  interesting  character.  I  loved  to  visit  her.  She 
knew  so  many  interesting  things  and  had  her  room  full  of  things  she  would  some¬ 
times  let  me  handle  and  tell  me  about  them.  She  was  well  educated  and  ar¬ 
tistic.  She  was  of  an  entirely  different  temperament  from  Uncle  Boz.  I  always 

felt  like  she  lived  on  a  little  higher  plane  than  the  rest  of  us.  Uncle  Bos 

died  first  but  not  too  long  before  she  went  too.  Aunt  Anna  Paul  took  care  of 
them.  Aunt  Anna  said  when  Uncle  Bos  died,  Aunt  Mattie  took  up  one  of  his  hands 
and  said,  "Poor  old  hands,  they'll  never  work  for  me  again. 

***** 


HIRAM  THRAILKILL  (Buddy)  CRAIG  (son  of  JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  ADELIA  BARGER) 
was  born  in  Callaway  County,  Missouri ,  January  22,  1849-  He  died  in  Chicago 
August  22,  1918,  and  was  buried  in  the  Stone  Cemetery,  Carthage,  Missouri.  He 
married  MARGRETA  MARY  KIRSIG  in  Chicago,  September  3,  1896.  She  died  in  1898. 
They  had  one  daughter,  MARY  ADELIA  CRAIG,  born  December  2,  1897,  who  died  m 

infancy . 


*  *  *  *  * 


LARKIN  PHILIP  CRAIG  (son  of  JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  ADELIA  BARGER)  was  born 
in  Callaway  County,  Missouri,  May  12,  1854.  He  died  in  Denver,  Colorado,  De¬ 
cember  7,  1918.  He  married  MINNIE  E.  JONES  in  Meeker,  Colorado,  August  27, 

1890.  She  was  born  in  Belief  ountaine ,  Ohio.  She  died  in  July,  1930,  probably 
in  California. 

Larkin  Philip  Craig  went  to  western  Colorado  when  he  was  a  young  man  and 
became  a  prominent  cattleman  of  that  region.  His  ranch  was  near  Rifle,  Colorado. 
In  the  summer  of  1918  he  and  his  wife  went  to  Rochester  where  he  underwent  sur¬ 
gery  at  Mayo  Brothers.  They  then  went  to  San  Antonio,  Texas,  expecting  to  spend 
the  winter  there.  He  suffered  a  heart  attack  and  his  doctors  advised  him  to 
get  home  as  quickly  as  possible.  He  died  in  Denver  on  the  way  home. 


*  *  *  *  * 


* 


Nebraska,  September  12,  1864*  one  wets  corn 
Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  February  20,  1923. 
tery,  Brady,  Nebraska. 


was 


WILLIAM  GASPER  LAFAYETTE  CRAIG  (son  of  JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  ALELIA  BARGER) 
born  m  Callaway  County,  Missouri,  February  6,  1833.  He  died  in  Lincoln 


County,  Nebraska,  November  2 


1909.  He  married  SARAH  EDWARDS 
She  was  born  in  Indiana  May  28 


in  Pawnee  City, 
1845 5  and  died 


Both  were  buried  in  Gaslin  Ceme- 


m 


William  G.  L.  Craig  (known  all  his  life  as  "Bill  Jack"  to  distinguish  him 
from  his  cousin  "Bill  Nat")  came  to  Richardson  County,  Nebraska,  with  his  parents 
others  m  1857.  Soon  thereafter  he  went  to  California  with  his  father  and 
Vernoy.  When  they  returned  to  Nebraska  he  went  to  Nevada  where 
several  years  as  a  freighter  around  Virginia  City.  About  1863  or 
returned  to  Nebraska  via  San  Francisco  and  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 
1®.  he  moved  his  family  to  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri, 
The^ooc61  farmed  untl1  the  fal1  of  1881  when  he  returned  to  Richardson  County. 

In  1885  he  moved  his  family  to  Frontier  County,  Nebraska,  and  two  years  later 

homesteaded  the  land  in  Lincoln  County,  south  of  Brady,  where  he  lived  the  rest 
of  his  life. 


and 

brother,  John 
he  worked  for 
early  I864  he 
In  the  spring 


When  Frontier  County  was  organized  in  1872  it  WAS  the  Frontier.  Its  lush 
grass  had  been  a  favorite  buffalo  range,  but  now  the  buffalo  were  gone  and 
cattlemen,  replacing  the  buffalo  with  Longhorns  up  from  Texas,  emphasized  the 
nature  of  their  enterprise  by  naming  their  county  seat  "Stockville " . 

In  the  early  1880 »s  Lark  Whitcomb  went  to  Frontier  County  and  was  impressed 
with  the  possibilities  of  the  cattle  business.  His  enthusiasm  induced  his 
father,  0.  M.  'Whitcomb,  to  investigate.  Mr.  Whitcomb  bought  the  Dilatory  Ranch 
a  few  miles  eastward  from  Stockville,  and  then  arranged  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  William  G.  L.  Craig,  to  stock  and  manage  the  ranch. 

When  my  grandfather,  William  G.  L.  Craig,  arrived  with  his  family  at  the 
sod  buildings  on  the  Dilatory  Ranch  in  the  fall  of  1885?  my  grandfather,  Henry 
A.  Carmichael,  and  his  family  were  living  there.  I  presume  Mr.  Carmichael  was 
caring  for  the  ranch  for  Mr.  Whitcomb,  but  he  also  had  a  homestead  near  by  and 
years  later  my  grandmother  Carmichael  bought  part  of  the  Dilatory  Ranch  from 
Mr.  Whitcomb.  Lark  Whitcomb,  who  married  Grace  Carmichael,  also  homesteaded 
land  near  by,  I  spent  several  years  of  my  boyhood  in  the  vicinity. 

Drouth  and  hard  times  in  the  90’  s  caused  many  to  leave,0  the  beckoning 
finger  of  opportunity  elsewhere  lured  others  away  and,  today,  not  any  of  the 
Carmichaels  nor  Whitcombs  nor  Craigs  live  in  the  vicinity,  but  the  remains  of 
Claude  Whitcomb  and  of  Lark  Whitcomb’s  infant  daughters  repose  near  by  and  the 
old  deed  books  in  Stockville  reveal  to  the  researcher  something  of  the  worldly 
hopes  of  the  pioneers  who  passed  that  way.  The  breaking  plow  destroyed  the 
bovine’s  grass  and  erosion  has  wrought  a  frightful  vengeance.  Because  of 
washed-out  roads  and  barbed  wire  the  old  building  site  of  the  Dilatory  Ranch, 
so  I  am  told,  cannot  now  be  reached  by  automobile. 

|  When . my  memory  begins,  grandf ather ’ s  family  were  living  in  the  sod  house 

he  had  built  in  ’87  on  the  ranch  south  of  Brady,  but  I  remember  it  only  vaguely, 
and  about  that  time,  1902  or  1903,  he  built  a  frame  house  and  a  fine  big  barn. 

I  remember  my  grandmother  well  --  I  saw  her  last  in  1920  --  but  I  have  no 
dependable  information  about  her  family.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  she  was 
a  granddaughter  of  John  Edwards  who  married  Mary  Garrard,  daughter  of  the 
Reverend  James  Garrard,  the  Baptist  preacher  who  was  the  second  Governor  of 
Kentucky.  I  have  no  authoritative  information  and  may  be  completely  wrong. 

This  matter  is  mentioned  here  merely  to  suggest  a  possible  lead  to  anyone  who 
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may 


do  further  research. 


State  of  Nebraska)  CERTIFICATE  OF  MARRIAGE  RECORD 

s  s 

County  of  Pawnee  ) 

T  Charles  M  Hurd,  County  Judge  of  Pawnee  County,  Nebraska,  do  hereby 
certify  that  Marriage  Record  No.  i,  page  7,  of  this  office  shows,  as  follows: 

ywm  CreiK-  Bride,  Sarah  Edwards.  Place  of  marriage,  Pawnee  County, 
Nebraska?'  Sate^f  marriage,  September  12,  I864.  Married  by,  H.  G.  Lore, 

Probate  Judge. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of 
this  court,  this  19th  day  of  March,  1959* 


(Seal ) 


(Signed)  Charles  M.  Hurd,  County  Judge. 


WESTERN  UNION  Brady  Island,  Nebr.  11:25  am  Nov.  2,  1909  .  n  ■ 

T.  C.  Craig,  Filer,  Idaho.  Your  father  is  dying  answer  if  coming.  R.  L.  Craig 


WESTERN  UNION  Brady  Island  Nebr  1015  pm  Feb  20  1923 

T  C  Craig  Rogerson  Idaho  Mother  died  tonight  945  waiting  answer  notify 
and  Delia  Dick 

IN  THE  COUNTY  COURT  OF  LINCOLN  COUNTY,  NEBRASKA. 


J  ohn 


In  the  matter  of  the  estate) 

of  William  G.  L.  Craig,  )  Final  Decree 

Deceased  ) 


Now  on  this  19th  day  of  July,  1917,  at  nine  A.  M.  this  cause  came  on  to  be 
heard,  the  Court,  Sarah  Craig,  and  three  sons  of  the  deceased  being  present. 

The  court  finds  that  William  G.  L.  Craig  died  November  2,  1909  in  Lincoln 
County,  Nebraska,  and  an  inhabitant  of  said  county,  leaving  no  will  but  leaving 
an  estate  to  be  administered  upon  in  the  county.  That  November  1910  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  John  W.  Craig,  a  son,  was  filed  in  this  Court  praying  that  letters  of 
administration  be  issued  to  C.  M.  Trotter . 

The  Court  further  finds  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  decedent  was  seized 
of  the  south  half  (s-f)  of  Section  twelve  (12)  Township  ten  (10)  North,  of 
Range  twenty-seven  (27)  "West  of  the  6th  P.  M.  and  resided  with  his  family  on 
the  southeast  quarter  thereof . 

That  he  left  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  there  survived  him,  his  widow  Sarah 
Craig,  and  eight  children  all  of  lawful  age,  to-wit:  Toliver  C.  Craig,  a  son; 
Adelia  Ellis,  a  daughter;  Henry  B.  Craig,  a  son;  Mary  Lena  Brooks,  a  daughter; 
Robert  Lee  Craig,  a  son;  John  W.  Craig,  a  son;  James  B.  Craig,  a  son;  Lemuel  C.  j 
Craig,  a  son,  and  no  other  heirs  of  his  body . 

(There  follows  the  decree  and  distribution  of  the  estate,  matter  which  is 
not  pertinent  here.  The  decree  was  signed  by  Geo.  E.  French,  County  Judge,  and 
the  following  certificate  appended  thereto.) 


State  of  Nebraska  ) 

ss 

V 

County  of  Lincoln  ) 

I,  Geo.  E.  French,  County  Judge  in  and 
for  County  and  State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  in  the  foregoing  is  a 
true  and  correct  copy  of  the  Final  Decree  in  the  matter  of  the  estate  of  William 
G.  L.  Craig,  deceased,  as  fully  as  the  same  appears  of  record  in  said  office. 
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In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  said  Court  this  19th  day  of  July,  1917* 

(Seal)  (Signed)  Geo.  E.  French 

County  Judge. 

j  WILLIAM  G.  L.  CRAIG  and  SARAH  EDWARDS  had  eight  children;  the  oldest  and 

^the  youngest  were  born  in  Richardson  County,  Nebraska,  the  other  six  in  Jasper 
jCounty,  Missouri. 


Toliver  Caswell  Craig 
Adelia  (Allie)  Craig 
Henry  Brown  Craig 
Mary  Lena  Craig 
Robert  Lee  Craig 
John  William  Craig 
James  Barger  Craig 
L.  C.  (Dick)  Craig 


12/14/1865  -  11/15/1957 
5/11/1867  -  3/8/1953 
3/26/I869  -11/21/1951 
1/28/1872  -  3/9/1956 
3/2/1874  - 

10/26/1876  -  1/25/1952 
9/9/1879  -  4/10/1952 
12/17/1881  - 
*  *  *  *  * 


TOLIVER  CASWELL  CRAIG  (son  of  WILLIAM  GASPER  LAFAYETTE  CRAIG  and  SARAH 
! EDWARDS)  was  born  in  Richardson  County,  Nebraska,  December  14,  I865.  He  died 
in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  November  15,  1957*  He  married  OLIVE  EUGENIA  CARMICHAEL 
jin  Frontier  County,  Nebraska,  December  29,  1892.  She  was  the  daughter  of  HENRY 
ALEXANDER  CARMICHAEL  and  IDA  SQUIRES  and  was  born  near  Clarinda,  Iowa,  December  4, 
1875.  She  died  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  July  21,  1958.  Both  were  buried  in  Sunset 
Memorial  Park,  Twin  Falls. 


State  of  Nebraska  County  of  Frontier 

i 

This  certifies  that  Toliver  Craig  of  Lincoln  County,  in  the  state  of  Nebraska, 
and  Olive  E.  Carmichael  of  Frontier  County,  in  the  state  of  Nebraska,  were  at 
iBrides  Residence  in  said  county,  by  me  joined  together  in  Holy  Matrimony  on  the 
129th  day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and 
Ninety  Two.  In  the  presence  of  L.  D.  Whitcomb,  residing  in  the  county  of 
Frontier  and  State  of  Nebraska,  and  H.  H.  Carmichael,  residing  in  the  county  of 
Frontier  and  State  of  Nebraska. 

(Signed)  C.  G.  Carmichael 

Minister  of  the  Gospel 


-State  of  Nebraska  ) 

County  of  Frontier) 

I,  C.  B.  Shaffer,  County  Judge  c 
; certify  that  Marriage  Record  No.  510? 

GROOM 

Tol iver  C .  Craig 
I  Age  27  Color  white 
Place  of  birth  Nebr. 

Residence  Lincoln  Co. 


CERTIFICATE  OF  MARRIAGE  RECORD 


Frontier  County,  Nebraska,  do  hereby 
page  3IO5  of  this  office  shows,  as  follows: 

BRIDE 

Olive  E.  Carmichael 
Age  17  Color  white 
Place  of  birth  Iowa 
Residence  Frontier  Co. 


License  dated  December  28,  1892 
Date  of  marriage  December  29,  1892 
Married  by  Rev.  C.  J.  Carmichael 
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In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  this 
court,  this  21st  day  of  November,  1958* 

C.  B.  Shaffer,  County  Judge. 

Toliver  Caswell  Craig  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Carthage,  Jasper  County, 
Missouri,  in  the  spring  of  1866  and  returned  to  Richardson  County,  Nebraska, 

in  the  fall  of  1881.  Four  years  later,  when  they  moved  to  Frontier  County,  he 

rode  horseback  to  Callaway  County,  Missouri,  and  spent  the  winter  there.  In  the | 

spring  of  1886  he  rode  out  to  Frontier  County,  and  in  1889  he  homesteaded  land 

in  Lincoln  County,  south  of  Brady,  About  1897  he  bought  land  in  Frontier  County 
and  farmed  there  until  March  1908  when  he  moved  his  family  to  Twin  Falls  County,!'; 
Idaho.  He  was  a  farmer  all  his  life.  He  has  deeds  of  record  in  North  Platte 
and  Stockville,  Nebraska  and  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho. 

OLIVE  EUGENIA  CARMICHAEL  came  to  western  Nebraska  with  her  parents  about 
1880.  In  1882  the  family  was  in  northwestern  Nebraska  where  they  were  involved  ; 
in  a  Sioux  uprising,  during  which  they  were  forted  up  in  Pine  Ridge,  South 
Dakota.  They  then  went  to  Frontier  County  and  homesteaded  land  near  the  Dila- 
tory  Ranch. 

In  Idaho  my  parents  farmed  near  Filer  for  three  years,  then  moved  to  a 
farm  near  Rogerson  where  they  lived  for  twenty-five  years.  In  1935  they  moved 
to  Gooding  County,  Idaho,  and  four  years  later  to  Tv/in  Falls.  - 

They  had  three  children: 

Harry  LaVird  Craig 

Fred  James  Craig 

Maynard  Toliver  Craig 


HARRY  LAVIRD  CRAIG  (son  of  Toliver  Caswell  Craig  and  Olive  Eugenia 
Carmichael)  was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  January  4?  1895*  He  went  to 
Twin  Falls  County,  Idaho,  with  his  parents  in  1908.  Was  in  the  Army  in  World 
War  I,  training  in  Deming,  New  Mexico.  Went  to  Europe  with  the  A.  E.  F.  and 
was  in  Germany  with  the  Army  of  Occupation.  Farmed  in  Twin  Falls  and  Gooding 
Counties.  For  five  years  in  the  1920’s  he  was  Deputy  Collector  of  Customs  in 
Kellogg,  Idaho.  In  1942  went  to  work  for  the  Salmon  River  Canal  Company  and 
later  worked  for  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  at  Tracy,  California.  Retired  in 
November  1959.  Married  LAURA  CHRISTINE  HANSON  in  Buhl,  Idaho,  October  9,  1920.  I 

|| 

Laura  Hanson  was  born  in  Barron  County,  Wisconsin,  February  6,  1898.  Her  j 
parents,  Otto  and  Christine  Hanson,  were  both  born  in  Norway.  They  moved  to  j 
Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  in  1910. 

' 

Laura  Hanson  attended  Twin  Falls  High  School  and  Idaho  State  Normal  School 
at  Albion.  Taught  school  four  terms. 

L.  and  L.  have  no  children.  They  live  in  Twin  Falls. 

*  *  *  *  * 

FRED  JAMES  CRAIG  (son  of  TOLIVER  CASWELL  CRAIG  and  OLIVE  EUGENIA  CARMICHAEL 
was  born  in  Frontier  County,  Nebraska,  July  3?  1899*  He  came  to  Idaho  with  his 
parents  in  1908  and  presently  lives  in  Twin  Falls.  He  married,  first,  Mrs. 
Vernona. Darling,  nee  Campbell,  in. Buhl,  Idaho,  September  13,  1920.  They  sep¬ 
arated  in  1932  and  were  divorced  in  1955*  No  children.  Fred  married,  second, 
Mrs.  Hattie  Lilly,  nee  Espolt,  in  Twin  Falls,  September  19 ,  1955* 


l/4/l895?  - 
7/3/189$  - 

6/4/1905  - 

*  *  *  *  * 
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Fred  was  a  highly  skilled  carpenter  until  he  was  crippled  by  arthritis. 
lAfter  nearly  two  years  in  the  Veterans’  Hospital  in  Boise  he  recovered  enough 
to  take  care  of  himself  but  is  unable  to  work.  He  has  turned  his  woodworking 
skill  to  violin  making,  which  now  occupies  most  of  his  time. 

***** 

MAYNARD  TOLIVER  CRAIG  (son  of  TOLIVER  CASWELL  CRAIG  and  OLIVE  EUGENIA 
CARMICHAEL)  was  born  in  Frontier  County,  Nebraska,  June  4,  1905.  He  went  to 
Idaho  with  his  parents  in  1908  and  lived  there  until  1954  when  he  moved  to 
Ridgecrest,  California.  He  attended  high  school  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho  and  in 
Pomona,  California.  In  early  life  he  was  an  automobile  and  airplane  mechanic 
and  flight  instructor.  In  1941  and  1942  he  was  manager  of  the  Twin  Falls  Munici¬ 
pal  Airport.  He  then  moved  to  Pocatello  where  he  taught  a  class  in  aviation 
mechanics  for  the  Army.  After  the  war  he  went  to  work  in  the  Navy's  gun  lining 
plant,  and  in  1954  was  transferred  to  the  Naval  Ordnance  Test  Station  at  China 
Lake . 

He  married,  first,  Leverda  Mansfield,  in  Elko,  Nevada,  December  24,  1923. 
iShe  was  born  in  Richfield,  Utah,  December  28,  1905.  They  were  divorced  about 
1929*  They  had  a  daughter; 

Shirley  Ruth  (June)  Craig  b  8/50/25  in  Twin  Falls. 


Maynard  Craig  married,  second,  Nora  Atcheley,  in  Elko,  Nevada,  January  28, 
1950.  She  was  born  in  Green  Timber,  Idaho,  July  24,  1911.  They  have  three 
children:  . 

I  Jimmie  Maynard  Craig  b  10/^0/30  in  Rogers  on,  Idaho. 

Noramae  Craig  b  12/9/32  in  Rogerson,  Idaho. 

Alan  LaVird  Craig  b  10/20/39  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho. 

***** 


SHIRLEY  RUTH  (JUNE)  CRAIG  (daughter  of  MAYNARD  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  LEVERDA 
MANSFIELD)  was  born  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  August  30,  1925.  Since  she  was  about 
isix  years  old  she  has  lived  in  or  near  Reno,  Nevada.  She  married  ROY  GONZALES 
October  20,  1944  in  Carson  City.  He  was  born  May  4,  1926  in  Sparks,  Nevada. 

He  is  a  watchmaker  and  for  several  years  after  their  marriage  Roy  and  Shirley 
worked  in  a  jewelry  store  in  Reno.  Their  home  is  in  Sparks.  They  are  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church.  They  have  two  children  by  legal  adoption: 

Roy  Robert  Gonzales  b  1/4/5 6 

Joni  Marcell  Gonzales  b  11/8/57 

And  a  daughter: 

Sherre  Lynn  Gonzales  b  3/29/6O 


*  *  *  *  * 


' 


JIMMIE  MAYNARD  CRAIG  (son  of  MAYNARD  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  NORA  ATCHELEY)  was 
oorn  in  Twin  Falls  County,  Idaho,  October/,-^*  1950*  He  graduated  from  Twin 
?alls  High  School,  served  in  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  and  then  went  to  work  in 
bhe  Navy's  gun  lining  plant  in  Pocatello  and  in  1954  was  transferred  to  the 
tfaval  Ordnance  Test  Station  at  China  Lake,  California.  He  married  CAROL 
GENEVIEVE  PEASE  November  28,  1950,  in  Elko,  Nevada.  She  was  born  May  31>  1955 
in  Pocatello,  Idaho.  They  have  five  children: 


Roxann  Craig 
Denise  Craig 


t>  5/31/52  in  Pocatello,  Idaho, 
b  10/26/53  in  Oceanside,  California. 
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Genevieve  Craig 
Gary  Maynard  Craig 
Daniel  Jimmie  Craig 


b  12/12/54  in  Ridgecrest,  California, 
b  1/15/56  in  Ridgecrest, 
b  1/8/58  in  Ridgecrest. 

***** 


NORAMAE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  MAYNARD  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  NORA  ATCHELEY)  was 
born  in  Twin  Falls  County,  Idaho,  December  9,  1932.  She  married  JAMES  RAY 
KOOKEN  in  American  Falls,  Idaho,  November  11,  1948*  They  were  divorced  about 
a  year  later.  There  was  one  child,  Julia  Rae  Kooken,  who  died  at  birth. 


Noramae  married,  second,  RICHARD  PETER  GREGERSEN,  in  Pocatello,  Idaho, 


February  7?  1953*  He  was  born  in  Pocatello, 
in  Pocatello.  They  have  three  children; 


September  13,  1928.  Their  home  is 


Paul  Richard  Gregersen 
Scott  Toliver  Gregersen 
Craig  Curtis  Gregersen 


b  n/12/55  in  Pocatello 
b  n/25/55  in  Pocatello 
b  2/19/58  in  Pocatello 
*  *  *  * 


ADELIA  (ALLIE)  CRAIG  (daughter  of  Y/ILLIAM  G.  L.  CRAIG  and  SARAH  EDWARDS) 
was  born  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri,  May  11,  I867 .  She  died  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter  in  Huntington,  West  Virginia,  March  8,  1953.  Burial  was  in  Forest 
Lawn  Memorial  Park,  Glendale,  California,  March  21,  1953-  She  attended  school 
at  Stoney  Point,  near  Carthage,  Missouri,  and  graduated  from  Humboldt,  Nebraska 
High  School.  She  married  CHARLES  FLINT  ELLIS  June  19?  1892,  in  Denver.  He 
was  born  May  10,  1862;  died  October  26,  1944,  in  California.  There  were  three 
children : 


Daniel  Eric  Ellis 
Garret  Craig  Ellis 
Gertrude  Ellis 


'3  - 


3/17/189. 

died  in  infancy 

6/17/1907  - 


***** 


DANIEL  ERIC  ELLIS  (son  of  CHARLES  FLINT  ELLIS  and  ADELIA  CRAIG)  was  born 


in  Colorado,  March  17,  1893*  He  died  near  Fredericksburg,  Virginia  in  1958  or 


1959.  He  married  Thelma  Lea  Townes  November  16 ,  1918,  in  Glendora,  Mississippi 
He  was  then  stationed  at  Carlston  Field,  Arcadia,  Florida.  They  were  later 
divorced  and  he  married  a  second  time  and  had  a  daughter  by  his  second  wife. 

He  retired  from  the  army  with  rank  of  Colonel  in  1953,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
near  Fredericksburg  where  he  died. 


***** 


GERTRUDE  ELLIS  (daughter  of  CHARLES  FLINT  ELLIS  and  ADELIA  CRAIG)  was  born' 
June  17,  1907.  8he  married  Bruce  Piersall  April  5,  1930.  BRUCE  PIERSALL  is  a  j 
Naval  Officer,  presently  (1957)  stationed  in  Washington  D.  C.  They  have  two 
s  ons  : 


Charles  Frank  Piersall 
Robert  Bruce  Piersall 


b  3/22/1952  - 

8  5/15/1954  - 
***** 


CHARLES  FRANK  PIERSALL,  above,  married  PATRICIA  ANN  CLANCY  October  26, 
1956,  in  Huntington,  West  Virginia.  They  live  in  Huntington. 


***** 

HENRY  BROWN  CRAIG  (son  of  WILLIAM  G.  L.  CRAIG  and  SARAH  EDWARDS)  was  born 
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I  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri,  March  26,  I869.  He  died  at  Gotherburg,  Nebraska, 
November  21,  1951.  He  married  DAISY  CAROLINE  AUSTIN,  daughter  of  William  Porter 
Austin  and  Emma  Lee  Austin,  December  16 ,  I896,  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska. 

Daisy  C.  Austin  was  born  near  Springfield,  Illinois,  December  17 ,  1877.  She 
died  near  Gothenburg,  Nebraska,  May  19,  1955*  Both  were  buried  in  Gaslin 
Cemetery,  Brady,  Nebraska.  Henry  Brown  Craig  went  to  western  Nebraska  with 
his  parents  in  1885.  He  farmed  the  same  farm  south  of  Brady  throughout  his 
active  life.  There  were  three  children: 

Twins,  Violet  and  Viola  b  8/17/1906  -  died  in  infancy 

Susie  Porta  Craig  b  2/5/19IO 

***** 

SUSIE  PORTA  CRAIG  (daughter  of  HENRY  BROWN  CRAIG  and  DAISY  CAROLINE  AUSTIN) 

was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  February  5>  1910*  She  married  ERNEST 

EDWARD  PETERSON  December  18,  1931*  He  was  born  March  6,  1908.  They  live  on  a 

farm  near  Gothenburg.  They  have  three  children: 

I 

Kent  Craig  Peterson  b  7/2/33 

LaVonne  Edith  Peterson  b  8/16/34 

Betheen  Bea  Peterson  b  11/28/45 

***** 

KENT  CRAIG  PETERSON,  above,  married  MARIAN  RODINE  September  18,  1954,  in 
Gothenburg.  They  have  one  child: 

Tamera  Sue  Peterson  b  4/13/57 


LAVONNE  EDITH  PETERSON,  above,  married  DALE  C.  REICHERT  November  27, 

1955 »  in  Gothenburg. 

Corrine  Faye  Reichert  b  9/22/56 

***** 

MARY  LENA  CRAIG  (daughter  of  WILLIAM  G.  L.  CRAIG  and  SARAH  EDWARDS)  was 
born  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri,  January  28,  187#.-1  She  died  in  Lacombe,  Alberta, 
March  9>  1956.  Burial  was  near  Long  Beach,  California. 

She  married  ALFRED  JOHN  BROOKS  in  Gothenburg,  Nebraska,  August  9?  1891. 

He  was  born  near  Wilton,  Wisconsin,  in  I864.  He  died  in  southern  California 
June  19,  1941. 


Alfred  Brooks  moved  his  family  from  Nebraska  to  Wisconsin  in  1894.  After 
living  in  various  places  in  Wisconsin,  Michigan,  and  Iowa,  he  moved  to  Tramping 
Lake,  Saskatchewan,  where  he  acquired  farm  land.  After  farming  there  for  many 
years  he  moved  to  southern  California. 

Alfred  Brooks  was  married  twice.  He  had  two  children  by  his  first  wife  who 
lied  and  was  buried  in  Lincoln  County.  Her  remains  were  later  removed  for 
ourial  elsewhere. 


Alfred  and  Lena  Brooks 
Lyman  Leo  Brooks 
Alfred  Maynard  Brooks 
Lena  Estelle  Brooks 
Blanche  Brooks 


had  six  children: 

5/11/1893  - 
12/29/1894  - 
7/24/1897  - 
12/25/1899  - 
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Doris  Eva  Brooks 
Charles  Earle  Brooks 


5/4/1907  - 
10/14/1914 


***** 


LYMAN  LEO  BROOKS  (son  of  ALFRED  J.  BROOKS  and  MARY  LENA  CRAIG)  was  born 
near  Gothenburg,  Nebraska,  May  11,  1893*  He  went  to  Saskatchewan  with  his 
parents  and  farmed  there  for  several  years,  then  went  to  California,  He  mar¬ 
ried  BLANCHE  CONSTANCE  WOOD  July  2,  1922.  She  was  born  in  England  in  1900. 


They  had  three  children: 
Shirley  Eva  Brooks 
Alfred  William  Brooks 
Beverly  Constance  Brooks 


*  * 


10/26/23  -  1938 

1933  - 

1935  - 
*  *  * 


ALFRED  MAYNARD  BROOKS  (son  of  ALFRED  J.  BROOKS  and  MARY  LENA  CRAIG)  was 
born  in  Spencer,  Wisconsin,  December  29,  1894*  He  went  to  Saskatchewan  with 
his  parents  and  farmed  there  for  several  years,  then  went  to  southern  Californio 
He  now  has  an  electronic  manuf ac tur ing  business  in  Los  Angeles.  He  married 
BETTY  PEARL  AIKINS  November  18,  1917.  She  was  born  in  Ontario  in  1901.  They 
have  a  son: 


b  9/11/1921  in  Wolf,  Saskatchewan. 


Clayton  Merrill  Brooks 

Clayton  Merril  Brooks  married  June  Edwards  in  Los  Angeles.  They  have 
a  daughter: 

b  10/6/1950  in  Los  Angeles. 
***** 


Diane  Brooks 


LENA  ESTELLE  BROOKS  (daughter  of  ALFRED  JOHN  BROOKS  and  MARY  LENA  CRAIG) 
was  born  July  24,  1897 5  in  Louisville,  Minnesota.  She  attended  public  schools 
in  LaCrosse,  Wisconsin,  and  Washington,  Iowa.  She  married  HERBERT  GEORGE  KING 
in  Wilkie,  Saskatchewan,  November  16,  1916.  Herbert  George  King  was  born 
June  10,  1891?  in  Toronto,  Ontario.  He  was  station  agent  and  telegraph  operator 
for  Canadian  National  Railways  in  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta.  He  retired  in  1957' 
and  bought  a  home  in  Calgary.  They  have  four  children: 

Doris  Louise  King  b  IO/6/17  - 

Merle  Eileen  King  b  6/2 5/1 9  - 

Herbert  George  King  b  6/l 2/2 3  - 

Marion  Estelle  King  b  II/I8/24  - 

(The  information  on  her  family  used  here  is  by  courtesy  of  Estelle  King.) 

***** 


DORIS  LOUISE  KING  (daughter  of  HERBERT  GEORGE  KING  and  LENA  ESTELLE  BROOKS ^ 
was  born  October  6,  1917,  in  Scott,  Saskatchewan.  She  married  DUNCAN  CHARLES 
DAVIDSON  October  16 ,  1940,  in  Elnora,  Alberta.  Duncan  Charles  Davidson  was  bori 
July  18,  1914,  in  Ponoka,  Alberta.  There  were  four  children: 


Merle  Gail  Davidson 


Carol  Lynn  Davidson 
Eric  Robert  Davidson 
Rodney  Charles  Davidson 


b  3/25/42  in  Cadamin,  Alta.  Died  in 
infancy;  burial  at  Edmonton, 
b  4/8/43  in  Quelph,  Ontario. 

t  5/23/47  in  Ponoka,  Alberta. 

b  10/14/48  in  Ponoka,  Alberta. 
***** 
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MERLE  EILEEN  KING  (daughter  of  HERBERT  GEORGE  KING  and  LENA  ESTELLE  BROOKS) 
was  born  June  25,  1919,  in  Edgerton,  Alberta.  She  married  EDWARD  ROBERT  WILSON 
January  9,  1945  in  Edmonton,  Alberta.  He  was  born  in  Edmonton  February  12, 

1915*  He  is  an  officer  in  the  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force.  They  have  two  children 

Tommy  King  Wilson  b  4/19/48  in  Edmonton,  Alta. 

Gary  Douglas  Wilson  b  7/2 4/5 1  in  Winnipeg,  Man. 

***** 

HERBERT  GEORGE  KING,  JR.  (son  of  HERBERT  GEORGE  KING  and  LENA  ESTELLE 
BROOKS)  was  born  June  12,  1923,  in  Elnora,  Alberta.  He  married  PEARL  MAY 
GUARD  November  13,  1941,  in  Calgary,  Alberta.  She  was  born  April  20,  1923, 
in  Elnora.  Herbert  George  King,  Jr.  is  at  present  (1957)  station  agent  and 
telegraph  operator  in  Ealonia,  Saskatchewan.  They  have  two  children: 

Kenneth  Richard  King  b  4/18/49  in  Mannville,  Alta. 

Karen  Marlene  King  b  3/15/52  in  Edson,  Alta. 

***** 

MARION  ESTELLE  KING  (daughter  of  HERBERT  GEORGE  KING  and  LENA  ESTELLE 
BROOKS)  was  born  November  18,  1924,  in  Elnora,  Alberta.  She  married  MELVIN 
STEPHEN  (TEX)  HURST  August  14,  1944  in  Long  Beach,  California.  Melvin  Stephen 
Hurst  was  born  August  24,  1921,  in  Deleon,  Texas.  He  is  employed  by  the  Union 
Oil  Company  and  at  present  (1957)  they  live  in  Pico,  California. 

Becky  Jo  Hurst  b  7/28/45  in  Long  Beach,  California 

Marilyn  Rae  Hurst  b  3/2/48  in  Kermit,  Texas 

***** 

BLANCHE  BROOKS  (daughter  of  ALFRED  JOHN  BROOKS  and  MARY  LENA  CRAIG)  was 
born  December  25,  1899.  She  married  ARTHUR  HAROLD  KING  August  2,  1919.  Their 
nome  is  Port  Huron,  Michigan.  They  have  three  children: 

Robert  Danton  King  b  5/31/1920 

Harold  William  Ross  King  b  7/16/1923 

Darwin  Theodore  King  b  1/31/1929 

***** 

ROBERT  DANTON  KING,  above,  married  IRENE  S.  HURST  September  5,  1941. 

Two  children: 

Thomas  Harold  King  b  2/17/1943 

Linda  Kay  King  b  8/20/194 6 

***** 

HAROLD  WILLIAM  ROSS  KING,  above,  married  LULU  LOUISE  LING  September  3, 

-942.  The  last  information  available  (1951)  Harold  William  Ross  King  was  with 
;he  United  States  Customs  office  in  Galveston,  Texas.  Three  children: 

Pamelia  Louise  King  b  6/16/1943 

Terry  Lynn  King  b  9/2/1944 

Richard  Craig  King  b  n/20/1946 

***** 

DORIS  EVA  BROOKS  (daughter  of  ALFRED  J.  BROOKS  and  MARY  LENA  CRAIG)  was 
'Orn  May  4,  1907,  probably  in  LaCrosse,  Wisconsin.  She  married  HENRI  GUY 
’ORGUES.  He  is  principal  of  schools  in  Lacombe,  Alberta.  They  have  three 
hildren : 
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Earl  Laurent  Forgues 

Oscar  Keith  Forgues 

Linda  Estella  Forgues 

***** 

CHARLES  EARLE  BROOKS  (son  of  ALFRED  J.  BROOKS  and  MARY  LENA  CRAIG)  was 
horn  in  Scott,  Saskatchewan,  in  1914*  He  now  lives  near  Anaheim,  California. 
He  is  a  plastering  contractor.  He  married  KATHERINE  BELSING  August  9s  1947s 
in  Santa  Monica,  California. 

***** 

ROBERT  LEE  CRAIG  (son  of  WILLIAM  G.  L.  CRAIG  and  SARAH  EDWARDS)  was 
horn  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri,  March  2,  1874.  He  went  to  western  Nebraska 
with  his  parents  in  1885  and  has  hade  his  home  there  since.  He  farmed  south 
of  Brady  for  many  years,  presently  lives  in  Brady.  He  married  EDITH  CHARLOTTE 
CARLSON  April  10,  1902.  She  was  horn  in  Nebraska  September  29,  1885.  She 
has  been  a  substantial  contributor  of  information  for  these  records.  They 
have  seven  children,  all  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska. 

Milton  Alfred  Craig  b  l/29/l905 


Milo  William  (Mike)  Craig 
Robert  Leroy  Craig 
Faye  Estelle  Craig 
Harold  Wayne  Craig 


b  5/2/1908 
b  4/26/1911 
b  9/19/X913 
b  6/12/1916 


Blanche  Irene  Craig 
Dale  Larkin  Craig 


b  7/29/1918 
b  8/25/1921 


***** 

MILTON  ALFRED  CRAIG  (son  of  ROBERT  LEE  CRAIG  and  EDITH  CHARLOTTE  CARLSON) 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  January  29,  1905*  He  married  EMMA  MABLE 
MERCER  in  Lexington,  Nebraska,  June  11,  1923*  She  was  born  in  Dawson  County, 
Nebraska,  June  4S  1903.  Since  their  marriage  they  have  farmed  in  Lincoln 
County  and  their  children  were  borh  there.  They  had  twelve  children: 


Keith  Wayne  Craig 

b 

3/11/24  -  10/17/44 

Zane  Grey  Craig 

b 

3/19/26 

Lyle  Dean  Craig 

b 

1/5/28 

Dwight  Lee  Craig 

b 

12/6/28 

Lennis  Delaine  Craig 

b 

11/29/30 

Deloit  Neil  Craig 

b 

11/22/31 

Arlene  Blanche  Craig 

b 

1/16/33  -  3/20/33 

Karen  Faye.  Craig 

b 

4/4/34 
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Roger  Dale  Craig 
Bruce  Rodney  Craig 


b  8/22/35  -  2/1/41 
b  11/19/36 


Kay  Frances  Craig  b  12/3/37 

Coral  Jean  Craig  b  3/21/39 

***** 

KEITH  WAYNE  CRAIG  (son  of  MILTON  ALFRED  CRAIG  and  EMMA  MABLE  MERCER) 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  March  11,  1924;  died  in  Italy,  Octo¬ 
ber  17,  1944-  He  was  killed  in  the  crash-landing  of  a  bomber  that  had  been 
crippled  over  Vienna,  Austria.  Final  burial  was  in  Fort  McPherson  National 
Cemetery,  Maxwell,  Nebraska. 

He  married  LEATRICE  ADELAINE  JACOBS  May  29,  1943  in  Oberline,  Kansas. 
There  was  a  posthumous  son  born  in  Dawson  County,  Nebraska. 


Douglas  Lee  Craig 


b  4/4/1945 

*  *  *  *  * 


ZANE  GREY  CRAIG  (son  of  MILTON  ALFRED  CRAIG  and  EMMA  MABLE  MERCER)  was 
born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  March  19,  1926.  He  married  June  21,  1947, 
DOROTHY  LATRICA  DUNCAN,  who  was  born  January  18,  1930.  They  had  one  son, 
Roger  Keith  Craig,  born  in  Denver,  July  5 >  1948*  They  were  divorced  in  March 
: 1950  and  Zane  Grey  Craig  married,  second,  ETHEL  McMICHAEL,  in  May  1953.  She 
.  was  born  in  Frontier  County,  Nebraska,  July  14,  1933.  Three  children: 

Randy  Wayne  Craig  b  3/26/1954 

Donnie  Dean  Craig  b  IO/27/1956 

Dannie  Gene  Craig  b  IO/27/1956 


These  three  were  born  in  Gothenburg,  Dawson  County,  Nebraska. 

***** 

LYLE  DEAN  CRAIG  (son  of  MILTON  ALFRED  CRAIG  and  EMMA  MABLE  MERCER)  was 
born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  January  5,  1928.  He  married  August  22, 

'1954,  in  Curtis,  Nebraska,  DELORES  BOLLISH,  born  March  8,  1936.  Three  children: 

| 

Robin  Dale  Craig  b  12/5/55  in  Dawson  County,  Nebraska 

Kevin  Lyle  Craig  b  l/ 2/57  in  Dawson  County,  Nebraska 

Pamela  Joy  Craig  b  9/26/59  in  Dawson  County,  Nebraska 

***** 

DWIGHT  LEE  CRAIG  (son  of  MILTON  ALFRED  CRAIG  and  EMMA  MABLE  MERCER)  was 
born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  December  6,  1928.  He  married  May  7,  1948, 
LORETTA  JEAN  MERTSMAN  who  was  born  July  13,  1950*  Three  children  of  record: 

Ronda  Jean  Craig  b  2/l0/l949  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska 

Monte  Lee  Craig  b  6/30/1952  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska 

Sandra  Sue  Craig  b  9/23/1954  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska 

***** 
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LENNIS  DELANE  CRAIG  (son  of  MILTON  ALFRED  CRAIG  and  EMMA  MABLE  MERCER) 

was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  November  29,  »•  H  B““ed 

ber  20,  1953,  VIRGINIA  LEA  FLETCHER,  who  was  born  December  2,  1935. 

children : 


Michael  Delane  Craig 
Cynthia  Kay  Craig 
Leslie  Arlene  Craig 


b  9/15/54  in  Ft.  Belvoir ,  Virginia 
b  10/18/55  in  Dawson  Co.,  Nebraska 
b  l/l6/57  in  Dawson  Co.,  Nebraska 


DELOIT  NEIL  CRAIG  (son  of  MILTON  ALFRED  CRAIG  and  EMMA  MABLE  MERCER) 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  November  22,  1931.  He  married  No- 
vember  23,  1953,  DOUNA  JEAN  CLAFLIN  who  was  born  August  18,  193  f*  tour 

children : 


Marty  Neil  Craig 
Wade  Lee  Craig 
Brad  Duane  Craig 
Shane  Craig 


b  8/6/54 
b  9/10/55 
b  9/19/56 
b  3/19/59 


in  Dawson  Co.,  Nebraska 
in  Camp  Chaffee,  Arkansas 
in  Dawson  Co.,  Nebraska 
in  Dawson  Co.,  Nebraska 


*  *  *  *  * 


KAREN  FAYE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  MILTON  ALFRED  CRAIG  and  EMMA  MABLE  MERCER) 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  April  4,  1934*  She  married  April  3, 
1952,  KENNETH  DIEHL  who  was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  January  21,  1934.  Four 
children: 


Vickie  Lee  Diehl 
Ricky  DeWayne  Diehl 
Keith  Craig  Diehl 
Mark  James  Diehl 


b  11/4/52  in  Lincoln  Co.,  Nebraska 
b  8/30/54  in  Columbus ,  Nebraska 
b  12/18/56  in  Dawson  Co.,  Nebraska 
b  12/26/59  in  Dawson  Co.,  Nebraska 


***** 


BRUCE  RODNEY  CRAIG  (son  of  MILTON  ALFRED  CRAIG  and  EMMA  MABLE  MERCER) 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  November  19 ,  1936.  He  married  JEANNE 
SCHULTZ  in  Reno,  Nevada,  May  1956.  She  was  born  December  23,  1937.  One 
child  of  record: 

Loquetta  Rae  Craig  b  8/24/57  in  Gothenburg,  Nebraska 

***** 
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KAY  FRANCES  CRAIG  (daughter  of  MILTON  ALFRED  CRAIG  and  EMMA  MABEL  MERCER) 
was  "born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  December  3,  1937*  She  married  BRIAN  MORRIS 
June  22,  1958,  in  Cozad,  Nebraska.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Nebraska.  After  their  marriage  he  was  employed  as  a  Mechanical  Engineer  in  Los 
Angeles  for  a  time,  and  then  took  a  similar  job  in  Denver.  They  have  a  daughter: 

Debra  Diane  Morris  b  July  17,  1959  in  Denver. 

***** 

CORAL  JEAN  CRAIG  (daughter  of  MILTON  ALFRED  CRAIG  and  EMMA  MABEL  MERCER) 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  March  21,  1939.  She  married  CLYDE  D. 
HUGHBANKS  July  7  ?  1957?  in  Brady,  Nebraska.  They  have  a  son: 

Timothy  Ray  Hughbanks  b  February -2 ,  i960. 

I*  *  *  *  * 

MILO  WILLIAM  (MIKE)  CRAIG  (son  of  ROBERT  LEE  CRAIG  and  EDITH  CHARLOTTE 
CARLSON)  was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  May  2,  I9O8.  He  married  HELEN 
WARD  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  August  23,  1930.  Helen  Ward  was  born  in  Lincoln 
May  5?  1909.  After  their  marriage  they  lived  for  several  years  in  Montello, 
Nevada,  where  Mike  was  accountant  for  the  Utah  Construction  Company's  cattle 
operations  in  Nevada  and  Idaho.  When  the  UC  liquidated  its  ranching  operations 
about  1945?  Mike  moved  his  family  to  Kimberly,  Idaho,  where  he  has  since  been 
with  the  W.  B.  Savage  Produce  Company.  Mike  and  Helen  are  both  active  in 
church  and  school  affairs  and  other  civic  activities.  Mike  was  one  of  Idaho's 
alternate  delegates  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  in  Chicago  in  1952. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  They  have  three  children: 

Harold  Milo  Craig  b  2/6/1932  in  Montello,  Nevada. 

I  Gary  LeRoy  Craig  b  12/l6/l933  in  Montello,  Nevada. 

j  Penny  Lu  Craig  b  2/25/1944  in  Elko,  Nevada. 

***** 

s  HAROLD  MILO  CRAIG  (son  of  MILO  WILLIAM  CRAIG  and  HELEN  WARD)  was  born  in 

Montello,  Nevada ,  February  6,  1932.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Kimberly,  Idaho,  High 
School  and  the  University  of  Idaho,  College  of  Engineering,  and  received  his 
Master's  degree  from  the  University  of  Connecticut.  Since  his  graduation  from 
the  University  of  Idaho  he  has  been  employed  by  Pratt  and  Whitney  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  He  married  SANDRA  ANN  GILL  in  Kimberly,  Idaho,  June  27,  1956. 

She  was  born  March  17 ,  1933?  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho.  She  is  a  graduate  of 

Kimberly  High  School  and  the  College  of  Idaho.  They  have  a  son: 

Michael  Lee  Craig  b  8/24/1958  in  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

***** 

GARY  LE  ROY  CRAIG  (son  of  MILO  WILLIAM  CRAIG  and  HELEN  WARD)  was  born  in 
Montello,  Nevada,  December  16 ,  1933*  He  graduated  from  Kimberly  (Idaho)  High 
School  and  had  two  years  in  the  College  of  Engineering,  University  of  Idaho, 

|  then  went  into  the  Army.  After  a  tour  of  duty  with  the  Army  in  Germany  he 

returned  to  the  University  of  Idaho  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term  in  1959. 

He  married  DONNA  MAE  HALL,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  R.  Hall,  in 
Boise,  Idaho,  August  2,  1959* 

***** 

ROBERT  LE  ROY  CRAIG  (son  of  ROBERT  LEE  CRAIG  and  EDITH  CHARLOTTE  CARLSON) 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County ,  Nebraska,  April  21,  1911.  He  married  HAZEL  CHAR¬ 
LOTTE  OMAN  February  26,  1936  in  North  Platte.  She  was  born  near  Gothenburg, 
jNebraska,  September  2,  1915*  They  live  on  a  farm  near  Gothenburg.  They  have 
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two  daughters : 

Janice  Sharon  Craig  "b  6/18/39 

La  Vae  Hazel  Craig  1  4/l4 / 42 

***** 

JANICE  SHARON  CRAIG,  above,  married  DONALD  E.  EGENBERGER,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Egenberger,  November  19,  1959?  in  Kearney,  Nebraska.  Janice  and 
Donald  are  both  graduates  of  Brady  High  School.  They  live  in  Kearney. 

***** 


FAYE  ESTELLE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  ROBERT  LEE  CRAIG  and  EDITH  CHARLOTTE 
CARLSON)  was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  September  19?  1913*  She  married 
KENNETH  GRANGE  HARWICH  November  3?  1934?  in  Custer  County,  Nebraska.  He  was 
born  August  5?  1911*  He  is  a  farmer.  They  have  three  children. 

Larry  Ken  Harwick  b  5/8/39 

Lynda  Ann  Harv/ick  b  9/21/47 

Fayette  Lee  Harwick  b  4/10/56 

(Faye  Harwick  is  the  prime  mover  in  causing  this  book  to  be  written. 

She  made  a  copy  of  Big  Jim’s  records,  adding  some  information  of  her  own  and 
sent  it  to  her  brother,  Milo,  in  Kimberly,  Idaho.  I  saw  it  there,  became 
interested,  and  this  book  is  the  result.  HLC . ) 

***** 


HAROLD  WAYNE  CRAIG  (son  of  ROBERT  LEE  CRAIG  and  EDITH  CHARLOTTE  CARLSON) 
Yras  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  June  12,  1916.  He  married  KATHERINE 
ZDUNICH  in  Utah,  June  21,  1941.  She  was  born  in  Bingham  Canyon,  Utah,  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  1915.  They  live  in  Fort  Morgan,  Colorado,  where  Harold  has  a  dirt- 
moving  contracting  business,  leveling  land  and  building  earthen  dams.  Children 


Rolin  Terry  Craig 
Colin  Kerry  Craig 
Sheila  Kay  Craig 
Kerry  Lee  Craig 


t  5/2/43 

b  5/2/43  -  5/5/43 

b  8/28/44 
b  2/19/51 


*  *  *  *  * 


BLANCHE  IRENE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  ROBERT  LEE  CRAIG  and  EDITH  CHARLOTTE 
CARLSON)  was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  July  29,  1918.  She  married 
OLIVER  FRANKLIN  OSBORNE,  JR.  in  Bremerton,  Washington,  December  7?  1942.  He 
was  born  December  29?  1919?  in  Birmingham,  Alabama.  They  live  in  Birmingham. 
Three  children: 

Riki  Sheryll  Osborne  b  4/3/44 

Carole  Lynn  Osborne  b  1/17/47 

Barbara  Allyene  Osborne  b  2/19/5O 

***** 

DALE  LARKIN  CRAIG  (son  of  ROBERT  LEE  CRAIG  and  EDITH  CHARLOTTE  CARLSON) 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  August  25,  1921.  He  married  VERNA 
NADINE  YOUNG  in  Stockville,  Frontier  County,  Nebraska,  January  13 >"1940.  He 
works  in  a  powerhouse  at  Brady,  Nebraska.  Three  children: 
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Dennis  Dean  Craig 
Ro  Jean  Ann  Craig 
Coleen  Faye  Craig 


b  5/6/1940 
b  7/17/1943 
b  4/2/1952 


JOHN  WILLIAM  CBAIG  (son  of  WILLIAM  G.  L.  CRAIG  and  SARAH  EDWARDS)  was 
born  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri,  October  26,  I876.  He  died  in  Elko,  Nevada, 
January  25,  1952.  He  married  MARY  CATHERINE  WELLS  in  Stockville,  Nebraska, 
March  25,  1910.  She  was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  in  I884.  She  died 
in  Nevada  April  30,  1945* * * * *****  Both  were  buried  at  Elko. 


John  W.  Craig  went  to  western  Nebraska  with  his  parents  in  1885.  He  farmed 
in  Lincoln  County,  most  of  the  time  running  his  father’s  farm.  In  the  spring  of 
:  1918  he  moved  his  family  to  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  and  about  ten  years  later  to 
Montello,  Nevada.  There  were  six  children,  the  first  three  born  in  Lincoln 
:  County,  Nebraska,  the  others  in  Twin  Falls  County,  Idaho: 


Glen  Larkin  Craig 
Edna  Prissena  Craig 
Neva  Catherine  Craig 
Francis  Gertrude  Craig 
Raymond  Ellwood  Craig 
Vera  Viola  Craig 


b  1/4/1911 
b  4/18/1914 
b  2/2/1916 
b  8/10/1918 
b  4/15/1922 
b  2/12/1925 


(Grandfather’s  old  Bible  is  now  owned  by  Kenneth  W.  Craig,  of  Stockton, 
California.  In  the  record  of  the  births  of  his  children,  written  in  grand¬ 
father’s  own  hand,  Uncle  John’s  name  appears  as  William  John.  Perhaps  Uncle 
John  changed  the  order  himself.  At  any  rate,  he  signed  himself  John  W.  or 
:  J.  W.  I  have  followed  his  usage.) 


*  *  *  *  * 

K 

GLENN  LARKIN  CRAIG  (son  of  JOHN  WILLIAM  CRAIG  and  MARY  CATHERINE  WELLS) 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  January  4>  19H*  He  went  to  Twin  Falls, 
Idaho,  with  his  parents  in  1918,  and  with  them  to  Montello,  Nevada,  in  1926. 

He  attended  school  in  Twin  Falls  and  in  Montello.  When  a  young  man,  he  Yforked 

I]  on  highway  construction  in  Nevada  as  a  heavy  equipment  operator.  He  served  in 

the  army  four  and  one  half  years  during  World  War  II,  and  after  his  discharge 
•  worked  in  the  railroad  shops  in  San  Francisco.  He  is  presently  (1959)  employed 
by  the  City  of  San  Francisco,  doing  mechanical  work  which  includes  maintenance 
of  San  Francisco's  famed  cable  car  system.  He  was  married  but  soon  divorced 
and  has  remained  single. 

***** 

EDNA  PRISENA  CRAIG  (daughter  of  JOHN  WILLIAM  CRAIG  and  MARY  CATHERINE 
WELLS)  was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  April  18,  1914.  She  went  with 

her  parents  to  Twin  Falls,  Idaho  in  1918,  and  with  them  to  Montello,  Nevada  in 

1926.  She  attended  school  in  Twin  Falls,  in  Montello  and,  I  believe,  in  Elko. 
She  married,  first,  JACK  W.  BERGREEN,  August  24,  1937-  He  died  June  21,  1939. 
Edna  married,  second,  WALLACE  CHRISTIAN  VAN  REED,  February  10,  1941*  He  was 
born  in  Lovelock,  Nevada,  November  19,  1901.  Wallace  Van  Reed  railroaded  in 
Nevada,  November  19,  1901.  Wallace  Van  Reed  railroaded  in  Nevada  for  many 
years  when  he  was  a  young  man  but  has  spent  much  of  his  life  in  law  enforce¬ 
ment  work.  They  live  in  Lovelock.  They  have  a  son: 

Stanley  Wallace  Van  Reed  b  4/28/1942  in  Lovelock. 

***** 
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NEVA  CATHERINE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  JOHN  WILLIAM  CRAIG  and  MARY  CATHERINE 
WELLS)  was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  February  2,  1916.  She  came  with 
her  parents  to  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  in  1918,  and  went  with  them  to  Nevada  about 
ten  years  later,  but  since  her  marriage  has  lived  in  Idaho.  She  married 
CHARLES  REX  WEECH  in  1933*  He  was  born  at  Hagerman,  Idaho,  July  14?  1900* 

He  was  killed  in  a  car  wreck  near  Kimberly,  Idaho,  October  17?  1955*  There 

were  five  children: 


b  3/l8/l934  in  Mountain  Home,  Idaho. 

b  2/24/1936  in  Montello,  Nevada. 

b  ll/29/l937  in  Hansen,  Idaho. 

b  l/l2/l940  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho. 

t  7/11/1943  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho. 

Neva  and  Charles  Weech  were  divorced  and  NEVA  married,  second,  MATEO 
RAMIREZ  DOMINGO  in  Elko,  Nevada,  July  24,  1951.  Mateo  Ramirez  is  a  farmer  and 
sheepman.  They  live  at  Heyburn,  Idaho. 


Mary  Catherine  Weech 
Dolores  Leah  Weech 
Viola  Rae  Weech 
William  Joseph  Weech 
Stephen  Hal  Weech 


*  *  *  *  * 


MARY  CATHERINE  WEECH  (daughter  of  CHARLES  REX  WEECH  and  NEVA  CATHERINE 
CRAIG)  was  born  in  Mountain  Home,  Elmore  County,  Idaho,  March  18,  1934*  She 
married,  first,  KEITH  CLYDE  PERKINS  in  Burley,  Cassia  County,  Idaho,  April  28, 
1950.  He  was  born  in  Twin  Falls,  January  25,  1931.  They  had  two  children: 

Tanya  Ann  Perkins  b  II/4/195O  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho. 

Richard  Lynn  Perkins  b  12/23/1951  in  Burley,  Idaho. 

They  were  divorced  August  8,  1951  and  MARY  married,  second,  TED  BORTZ  in 
Elko,  Nevada,  February  27,  1953.  He  was  born  in  Albion,  Idaho,  January  4,  1918. 

***** 


DOLORES  LEAH  WEECH  (daughter  of  CHARLES  REX  WEECH  and  NEVA  CATHERINE 
CRAIG)  was  born  in  Montello,  Nevada,  February  24,  1936.  She  married  JOHN  JONES 
in  Seattle,  Washington,  August  2,  1953*  He  was  born  March  26,  1918,  in  Wheat- 
land,  Missouri. 

***** 

FRANCES  GERTRUDE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  John  William  Craig  and  Mary  Catherine 
Wells)  was  born  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  August  10,  1918.  She  grew  up  in  Twin 
Falls  and  Montello,  Nevada.  She  married  BERNIE  McCLENDON  in  Twin  Falls  August 
25,  1937.  They  live  in  Elko,  Nevada.  Bernie  McClendon  works  with  cattle  and 
Frances  works  in  the  telephone  office.  They  have  three  children: 

Johnie  Eugene  McClendon  b  4/14.1938  in  Kingman,  Arizona. 

Frances  Bernice  McClendon  b  6/ 25/1941  in  Carlin,  Nevada. 

William  Bernie  McClendon  b  4/24/1946  in  Carlin,  Nevada. 

***** 

RAYMOND  ELWOOD  CRAIG  (son  of  John  William  Craig  and  Mary  Catherine  Wells) 
was  born  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  April  15,  1922.  He  grew  up  in  Nevada  and  has 
lived  there  since.  He  is  a  railroad  fireman  and  at  present  (1958)  lives  in 
Imlay ,  Nevada.  He  married  LOIS  M.  NELSON  November  12,  1956,  in  Virginia  City, 
Nevada.  She  was  born  August  9,  1922,  in  London,  Arkansas. 

***** 

VERA  VIOLA  CRAIG  (daughter  of  JOHN  WILLIAM  CRAIG  and  MARY  CATHERINE  WELLS) 
was  born  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  February  12,  1925.  She  married  HAROLD  BUDGETT 
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October  16,  1942  and  they  were  divorced  July  7,  1943-  She  married,  second, 
ALBERT  WILLIAMS,  November  1,  1944.  They  live  in  North  Carolina.  Two  children: 

Philip  Lee  Williams  b  lO/n/1946 

Dennis  Ray  Williams  b  5/9/1948 

***** 

JAMES  BARGER  CRAIG  (son  of  WILLIAM  G.  L.  CRAIG  and  SARAH  EDWARDS)  was  born 
| in  Jasper  County,  Missouri,  September  9,  1879.  He  died  in  Grand  Island, 
Nebraska,  April  10,  1952.  Burial  was  in  Gaslin  Cemetery,  Brady,  Nebraska.  He 
married  ELEANOR  AUSTIN,  a  sister  of  DAISY  C.  AUSTIN,  above,  April  19,  1903. 

1  She  was  born  August  13,  1882. 


James  Barger  Craig  went  to  western  Nebraska  with  his  parents  in  1885  and 
I  after  his  marriage  farmed  in  Nebraska  and  in  Tv/in  Falls  County,  Idaho.  In  1917 
j he  moved  his  family  from  Rogerson,  Idaho  to  Ogden,  Utah,  and  about  a  year  later, 
back  to  Nebraska.  In  1929  the  family  again  went  to  Ogden  and  made  their  home 
| there  until  after  World  War  II,  and  then  went  to  Grand  Island.  Aunt  Eleanor 
lives  in  Gering,  Nebraska. 


There  were  seven  children: 

b  8/6/1907 

b  9/27/1908  -  lO/j/1919;  born  and  died 

in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska;  burial 
in  Gaslin  Cemetery,  Brady,  Nebraska, 
b  7/ll/l910 

b  2/20/1912  -  3/3/1916;  born  in  Nebraska 
and  died  at  Rogerson,  Idaho;  burial 
at  Rogerson. 
b  12/7/1914 

b  11/4/1919 
b  7/16/1922 
***** 

LELA  AGNES  CRAIG  (daughter  of  JAMES  BARGER  CRAIG  and  ELEANOR  AUSTIN)  was 
born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  August  6,  1907*  She  married  FRANK  MOOR  in 
Holdrege,  Nebraska,  May  22,  1929*  Frank  Moor  was  born  in  Cissna  Park,  Illinois, 
July  23,  1883 .  They  have  two  sons,  both  born  in  Holdrege  and  both  studied 
medicine  at  the  University  of  Nebraska. 

Frank  Gordon  Moor  b  7/25/1933 

John  Burdette  Moor  b  4/27/193 6 

***** 

FRANK  GORDON  MOOR,  above,  married  MARIA  ANITA  TILMANIS  December  16 ,  1956, 

; in  the  Lutheran  Church,  Kearney,  Nebraska.  Anita  was  born  May  26,  1933,  in 
Riga,  Latvia. 


Lela  Agnes  Craig 
Lila  Edith  Craig 

Opal  May  Craig 
Austin  William  Craig 

Kenneth  Wayne  Craig 
Ira  James  Craig 
Ronald  Earl  Craig 


(A  letter  from  Lela,  September  1958,  informs  me,  "Anita's  father  is  a 
doctor  and  her  mother  a  trained  nurse.  They  were  sitting  in  their  living  room 
one  evening  when  a  knock  came  at  the  door  and  a  man  informed  them  that  the 
Communists  were  just  15  minutes  behind  him  and  they  had  better  run.  They  lived 
in  Germany  for  a  while,  then  the  Lutheran  Church  sponsored  them  to  come  to  the 
United  States.  Anita  has  a  sister  about  the  same  age  as  Burdette.  Her  father 
is  practicing  at  the  T.B.  hospital  in  Kearney  and  her  mother  works  for  a  group 
of  doctors.  Anita  speaks  five  languages .  She  is  a  Laboratory  Technician 
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and  works  at  the  University  hospital  in  Omaha.  ) 

***** 

OPAL  MAE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  JAMES  BARGER  CRAIG  and  ELEANOR  AUSTIN)  was 
horn  ^n  Lincoln  Couniy,  febraska,  July  11,  1910.  She  married  LEONARD  THEODORE 
ANDERSON  July  14,  1928.  He  is  a  railroad  man.  Their  home  is  Genng,  Nebraska 
They  have  three  children: 

b  1/9/1929 
b  8/23/1932 
b  6/2/1941 
***** 


Phyllis  Mae  Anderson 
Merrill  James  Anderson 
Carol  Lea  Anderson 


PHYLLIS  MAE  ANDERSON,  above,  married  CLIFFORD  PETERSON  August  20,  1948* 
They  have  an  adopted  son: 

b  3/51/1954 


Craig  Elliott  Peterson 


***** 


KENNETH  WAYNE  CRAIG  (son  of  JAMES  BARGER  CRAIG  and  ELEANOR  AUSTIN)  was 
born  at  Parnam,  Nebraska,  December  7,  1914-  He  married  MERL  WILLIAMS  in  Utah 
March  5,  1937.  She  was  born  in  Salt  Lake  City.  They  live  in  Stockton, 
California.  He  works  for  the  Western  Pacific  as  a  conductor.  They  have  two 

sons  : 

Larry  Kenneth  Craig  b  3/l3/l939  in  Ogden,  Utah. 

Daryl  Bruce  Craig  b  5/ 2 3/1945  in  Stockton 

***** 


IRA  JAMES  CRAIG  (son  of  JAMES  BARGER  CRAIG  and  ELEANOR  AUSTIN)  was  born  in 
Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  November  4,  1919*  He  married,  first,  ELIZABETH  EMPY 
April  15,  1943.  They  were  divorced  in  March  1944-  No  children.  He  married, 
second,  GENEVIEVE  SHIPLEY  ETHERINGTON,  December  1,  1945.  She  had  two  children 
by  a  former  marriage.  They  have  one  son: 

Michael  Ira  Craig  b  6/l2/l947 


Ira  served  in  the  army  in  the  Pacific  throughout  the  war  with  Japan  and 
has  remained  in  the  army  since. 

***** 

RONALD  EARL  CRAIG  (son  of  JAMES  BARGER  CRAIG  and  ELEANOR  AUSTIN)  was  born 
in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  July  16,  1922.  He  served  in  the  army  as  Captain 
in  the  war  in  Europe.  He  married  FURL  HAYES  February  19 ,  1941.  They  live  in 
Nebraska.  They  have  four  children: 

b  12/19/1942 


Ronald  Austin  Craig 
Gary  Lee  Craig 
Judy  Lynn  Craig 
James  Barger  Craig 


b  2/9/1944 

b  8/20/1947 
b  5/7/1952 


***** 


L.  C.  (DICK)  CRAIG  (son  of  WILLIAM  G.  L.  CRAIG  and  SARAH  EDWARDS)  was  born 
December  17,  1881,  in  Richardson  County,  Nebraska.  He  went  to  western  Nebraska 
with  his  parents  when  he  was  four  years  old,  and  has  lived  there  continuously 
since.  He  married  GERTRUDE  BELLE  ATKINSON  in  Stockville,  Nebraska,  December  8, 
1906.  Gertrude  Belle  Atkinson,  daughter  of  William  and  Emma  Atkinson,  was  born 
near  Gothenburg,  Nebraska,  May  9?  1889 .  Mrs.  Atkinson,  nee,  Emma  Francis,  was 
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born  in  Radnishire ,  Wales,  November  28,  I843.  She  died  at  Brady,  Nebraska, 
February  5,  1914.  Miss  Francis  went  to  Wisconsin  with  her  parents  when  she  was 
ysars  old.  She  married,  first,  Benjamin  Swancutt,  by  whom  she  had  five 
children.  After  his  death  she  married,  second,  William  Atkinson,  in  1875,  and 
in  1883  they  moved  to  Nebraska. 

Uncle  Dick  and  Aunt  Gertrude  have  lived  on  a  ranch  south  of  Brady  since 
shortly  after  their  marriage.  Since  1924  they  have  run  only  registered  cattle 
and  during  the  years  have  bred  up  one  of  the  finest  strains  of  registered 
Herefords  in  the  United  States. 

The  following  excerpts  are  from  a  Gothenburg  newspaper: 

"VETERAN  HORSEMEN  IN  PONY  EXPRESS  RUN 

Gothenburg,  Neb.  -  Two  colorful  figures  will  take  part  in  the  Pony  Express 
I  Run  of  1949 • 

They  are  L.  C.  (Dick)  Craig  of  Brady  and  Lee  Case  of  Sutherland. 

The  two  old  time  riders  will  mount  horses  for  part  of  the  route  which  will 
be  covered  by  riders  from  the  eastern  and  western  borders  of  the  state  June 

1 18-19  - 


MR.  CRAIG,  68,  rancher  and  breeder  of  purebred  Hereford  cattle,  will  ride 
the  last  lap  of  the  run  on  the  western  division.  He  was  born  and  reared  in 
Nebraska  and  has  lived  on  the  same  ranch  14  miles  from  Brady  for  60  years.  His 
'hobby  is  impersonating  Buffalo  Bill,  and  took  first  prize  at  Plum  Creeker's 
Days  and  at  Fort  Kearney  Days  last  year  for  his  costume  depicting  the  historic 
!  character . 


Riders  from  the  wes 
at  the  old  Pony  Express 
cancellation  stamp." 


t  and  east 
Station  -- 


will  meet  at  Gothenburg 
where  mail  will  receive 


Sunday,  June  19  -- 
the  Pony  Express 


Dick  and  Gertrude  Craig  have  three  children: 


Ray  William  Craig 
Harley  Lyman  Craig 
Agnes  Viola  Craig 


b  2/24/19O8 
b  9/17/1909 
b  8/23/1911 


*  *  *  *  * 


RAY  WILLIAM  CRAIG  (son  of  L.  C.  (DICK)  CRAIG  and  GERTRUDE  BELLE  ATKINSON) 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  February  24,  I9O8.  He  has  taught  school 
since  1931 >  is  principal  of  the  Junior  High  School  at  Cozad,  Nebraska.  He 
married  CARRIE  GENETTIE  BEEMAN  December  21,  1928.  She  was  born  September  14, 
1911.  They  have  no  children. 

***** 

HARLEY  LYMAN  CRAIG  (son  of  L.  C.  (DICK)  CRAIG  and  GERTRUDE  BELLE  ATKINSON) 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  September  17?  1909-  He  married  MARIE 
LENORA  HURST  PRAMBERG  in  Denver,  April  4?  1929*  She  was  born  November  10,  1910 
in  Gothenburg,  Dawson  County,  Nebraska.  Harley  farmed  near  Gothenburg  until 
about  1928,°  since  then  he  has  worked  for  motor  freight  lines.  They  live  in 
Denver,  have  three  children: 

Jacqueline  Gertrude  Craig  b  IO/12/1929  in  North  Platte 

Nona  Harline  Craig  b  4/2/1932  in  Gothenburg 
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Richard  Ray  Craig 


b  4/3/1933  in  Gothenburg 
***** 


AGNES  VIOLA  CRAIG  (daughter  of  L.  C.  (DICK)  CRAIG  and  ™R™UDE 
ATKINSON)  was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  August  23,  9  • 

JOHN  CHAPMAN  McLEAN  October  18,  1937  in  Denver.  He  was  born  pn  4?  _9  » 
in  Clarks,  Nebraska.  He  is  a  driver  for  motor  truck  lines.  They  live  m 

Denver.  They  have  one  son: 


a { 

John  Chapman  McLean,  Jr. 


b  9/20/1938  in  Cozad ,  Nebraska. 
***** 


JACQUELINE  GERTRUDE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  HARLEY  LYMAN  CRAIG  and  MARIE  LENORA 
HURST  PRAMBERG)  was  born  in  North  Platte,  Nebraska,  October  12,  1929*  She  mar“ 
ried  FRANK  JOSEPH  TERRAN  in  Denver  September  19 ,  1949*  He  was  born  September  2( 
1927.  They  have  three  children: 

b  7/25/195O  in  Laramie,  Wyoming 


Kim  Terran 

Craig  Harley  Terran 

Kyle  Ray  Terran 


b  8/ll/l952  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut 
b  3/30/1959  in  Englewood,  Colorado 


NONA  HARLINE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  HARLEY  LYMAN  CRAIG  and  MARIE  LENORA  HURST 
PRAMBERG)  was  born  in  Gothenburg,  Nebraska,  April  2,  1932.  She  married  PAUL 
LELAND  CALLAHAN  in  Lincoln  County,  Nebraska,  January  23,  1953*  He  was  born 


February  23,  1929,  in  Brule,  Nebraska. 
War.  Three  children: 

Steve  Callahan 

Cathlene  Callahan 

Cynthia  Callahan 

(Steve  was  drowned  when  the  car  i 
a  canal  south  of  Brady.) 


He  is  a  farmer,  served  m  the  Korean 

b  4/2/1954  -  9/12/1958 
b  9/22/1955 

b  10/15/1957 

which  the  family  was  riding  went  into 


*  *  *  *  * 


RICHARD  RAY  CRAIG  (son  of  HARLEY  LYMAN  CRAIG  and  MARIE  LENORA  HURST  PRAMBE 
was  born  at  Gothenburg,  Nebraska,  April  3?  1933*  He  married  RUTH  MARGUERITE 
SELLERS,  June  11,  1954?  in  Seattle. 


*  *  *  *  * 
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HENRY  BROWN  CRAIG,  called  Bee, 
BARGER)  was  born  in  Callaway  County, 
County,  Missouri,  April  3?  1897.  He 
1874.  She  was  born  in  I846  and  died 

During  the  1860’s  Bee 
western  adventures  included 
Chivington,  with  a  command 
Cheyenned  and  Arapahoes 
Boone  County,  near  Deer 

There  were  six  children: 

Mary  Adelia  Craig 

Willie  Davis  Craig 

Coleman  Cresswell  Craig 

Allie  Agnes  Craig 

James  Larkin  Craig 

John  Toliver  Craig 


(son  of  JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  ADELIA 
Missouri,  April  20,  1839.  He  died  in  Boone 
married  NANNIE  RACHEL  DAVIS  November  19, 
February  28,  1937. 

from  St.  Joseph  to  Denver  and  his 
in  the  Sand  Creek  Battle  when  Col. 
civilians,  attacked  a  village  of 
He  eventually  settled  on  a  farm  in 

life . 

n/8/1875  11/12/1946 

j/io/1877  -  4/17/I88O 
6/21/1880  -  5/1/1955 
5/5/1882  - 

11/25/1885  -  1/4/1937 

9/1/1885  -  1/5/1958 


Craig  freighted 
participation 
of  soldiers  and 
November  29,  I864. 

Park ,  and  there  made  his  home  the  remainder  of  his 


***** 

MARY  ADELIA  CRAIG  (daughter  of  HENRY  BROWN  CRAIG  and  NANNIE  RACHEL  DAVIS) 
was  born  in  Boone  County,  Missouri,  November  8,  1875.  She  died  November  12, 
1946.  She  married  HENRY  CHRISTIAN  ROTH,  June  2,  1909,  in  Columbia,  Missouri. 
She  attended  high  school  in  Jefferson  City  and  attended  Stephens  College, 
Columbia.  Taught  school  three  years,  one  term  in  Meeker,  Colorado,  and  two  in 
Boone  County,  Missouri.  She  was  a  member  of  the  D.  A.  R.  and  Eastern  Star  and 
of  New  Salem  Baptist  Church. 

HENRY  C.  ROTH  was  born  in  Jefferson  City,  Missouri,  February  1 7 ,  1882, 
and  grew  up  on  a  farm  near  Jefferson  City.  Finished  high  school  there  in  1904, 
laught  school  one  year,  then  went  to  the  University  of  Missouri.  Received  de¬ 
cree  in  Electrical  Engineering,  1909.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

3e  lives  with  his  daughter  and  son-in-law  near  Columbia.  There  was  one  child: 


RACHEL  FRANCES  ROTH,  born  September  10,  1910,  in  Joplin,  Missouri. 

Rachel  Frances  Roth  married  COPELAND  LEE  COOK  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  March  4, 
L934*  He  was  born  November  28,  1906,  in  Jackson,  Georgia.  Cope  and  Rachel  Cook 
Live  on  the  farm  near  Columbia  that  was  once  the  home  of  Henry  Brown  Craig, 
rhey  have  an  adopted  son: 

Roger  Lee  Cook,  born  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  September  7,  1936. 

***** 

COLEMAN  CRESSWELL  CRAIG  (son  of  HENRY  BROWN  CRAIG  and  NANNIE  RACHEL  DAVIS) 
7as  born  in  Boone  County,  Missouri,  June  21,  1880.  He  died  there  May  1,  1933. 
le  was  a  farmer.  He  married  LULU  THOMAS  HART  November  18,  1903,  in  Boone  County. 
5he  was  born  at  Hartsburg,  Missouri,  October  15,  1879  and  died  July  7,  1953. 

?here  were  five  children: 


Nannie  Mae  Craig 
Orelius  Brown  Craig 
Mary  Agnes  Craig 
James  Toliver  Craig 
Coleman  Cresswell  Craig 


b  6/3/1906 
b  11/18/1908 
b  4/7/1913 
b  9/20/1916 
b  8/18/1921 


77 


The  following  is  from  a  newspaper  clipping  in  Allie  Roth's  scrapbooks 


Coleman  Craig,  well  known  farmer  of  this  section,  was  found  dead  about 
noon  Monday  in  a  field  on  his  farm  about  5  miles  northwest  of  Ashland  an  a 
short  distance  east  of  Elkhurst,  by  Homer  Jolly,  a  neighbor.  Craig  is  t  oug 
to  have  been  dead  about  two  hours  when  found.  Death  is  thought  to  have  been 
caused  by  either  heart  failure  or  acute  indigestion.  He  was  53  years  old 
had  been  in  poor  health  the  past  year. 


Mr.  Craig  had  gone  out  with  his  son, 


0.  B.  Craig,  early  Monday 


help  him  plow,  but  complained  of  being  ill  and  decided  to  return  to 

±  X  7  «  ^  1  •  SI  __  _  '  r-.  h  T  m  IT  T  O  W 


morning  to 
the  house. 


His  son  thought  he  had  returned  safely  and  did  not  miss  him. 


His  wife,  Mrs 


Lulu  Craig,  became  worried  over  his  absence  and  sent  Jolly,  who  happened  to  be 
passing,  to  find  him.  Jolly  found  the  body  in  a  field  south  of  the  house. 


Coleman  Craig,  son 


of  the  late  B.  Craig,  had 
Craig  homestead.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 
0.  B.  Craig,  James  Toliver  Craig  and  Coleman  Craig, 
Mrs.  Frank  Sappington  and  Mrs.  Worth  Burnham, 


his 


lived  all  his  life  on  the 
Lulu  Hart  Craig,  three  sons, 
Jr.,  and  two  daughters, 
mother,  Mrs.  Nan  Craig;  two 


brothers,  Dr.  James  Craig,  Webb  City,  and  Jack  Craig,  Pawhuska,  Oklahoma,  and 


two  sisters,  Mrs 


Henry  Roth  and  Mrs.  Allie  Robb,  both  of  Joplin. 


conducted  by  the  Rev.  H.  P.  Cheavens ,  were  held  at  New 


Funeral  services ,  conducted  by 
Salem  at  2  p.m.  Wednesday  and  burial  was  made  in  the  church  cemetery. 


***** 


NANNIE  MAE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  COLEMAN  CRESSWELL  CRAIG  and  LULU  THOMAS 
HART)  was  born  June  3,  1906.  She  married  LOIS  FRANKLIN  SAPPINGTON  May  10, 
in  Columbia,  Missouri.  He  was  born  in  Boone  County,  Missouri,  August  21, 
They  have  a  daughter,  Lois  Mae  Sappington,  born  in  Boone  County,  July  26, 


1930, 

1904. 

1931. 


LOIS  MAE  SAPPINGTON,  above,  married  RALPH  EVERETT  DALY  August  6,  1949 
They  have  two  children,  both  born  in  Boone  County: 

Franklin  Edward  Daly  b  5/6/1950 

Linda  Ann  Daly  B  12/29/1951 


***** 


ORELIUS  BROWN  CRAIG  (son  of  COLEMAN  CRESSWELL  CRAIG  and  LULU  THOMAS  HART)  ! 
was  born  in  Boone  County,  Missouri,  November  18,  1908.  He  married  MABEL  ALBERTA 
JONES  September  8,  1934  in  Boone  County.  She  was  born  in  Boone  County,  August 
23,  1911.  They  have  three  children: 

b  3/18/1937 
b  3/26/1940 
b  1/22/1950 


James  Paul  Craig 
Betty  Ruth  Craig 
Janet  Kay  Craig 


***** 


JAMES  PAUL  CRAIG,  above,  married  PEGGY  KIRCHNER  May  17 ,  1958?  in  Jefferson 
City,  Missouri.  She  was  born  April  9?  1938  in  Callaway  County,  Missouri. 


***** 


MARY  AGNES  CRAIG  (daughter  of  COLEMAN  CRESSWELL  CRAIG  and  LULU  THOMAS  HART) 
was  born  April  7»  1913 >  in  Boone  County,  Missouri.  She  married  GEORGE  STOCKHAM j 
HESSENBRUCH  December  19 ,  1936.  He  was  born  July  23,  1916  in  St.  Louis. 

Children: 

b  5/19/1932 


Bobby  Craig  Hessenbruch 
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George  Stockham  Hessenbruch  b  l/20/l951 

■ 

***** 

JAMES  TOLIVER  CRAIG  (son  of  COLEMAN  CRES SWELL  CRAIG  and  LULU  THOMAS  HART) 
w as  born  in  Boone  County,  Missouri,  September  20,  1916.  He  married  MARGARET 
IRENE  CASTAGNOLA  June  8,  1940*  She  was  born  February  1,  1921.  One  son  of 
record : 

James  Toliver  Craig  born  October  31,  1946,  in  Santa  Cruz,  California. 

(The  first  Toliver  Craig  born  on  the  Pacific  Coast.) 

***** 

COLEMAN  CRESSWELL  CRAIG,  JR.  (son  of  COLEMAN  CRESSWELL  CRAIG  and  LULU 
THOMAS  HART)  was  born  in  Boone  County,  Missouri,  August  18,  1921.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Ashland,  Missouri  high  school,  attended  University  of  Missouri, 
served  four  years  with  the  Army  Air  Corps,  nineteen  months  in  South  Pacific 
(World  War  II).  After  the  war  he  resumed  his  studies  at  the  University  of 
Missouri.  He  married  MARY  FRANCES  BEARD,  daughter  of  Gordon  and  Mary  Frances 
Beard,  September  17,  1946,  in  Tupelo,  Mississippi.  Mary  Frances  Beard  was 
born  in  Mississippi  on  May  16 ,  1922.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Mississippi.  One  child  of  record: 

Mary  Hart  Craig  b  2/11/1953 

***** 

j 

ALLIE  AGNES  CRAIG  (daughter  of  HENRY  BROWN  CRAIG  and  NANNIE  RACHEL  DAVIS) 
was  born  in  Boone  County,  Missouri,  May  3,  1882.  She  married  GEORGE  SIMMONS 
ROBB  in  Carthage,  Missouri,  February  23,  1904.  He  was  born  in  Crawf ordsville , 
Indiana,  August  14,  I860,  and  died  in  Joplin,  Missouri,  July  2,  1931.  They 
adopted  a  daughter: 

MARY  LORAINE  ROBB,  nee  SELSOR,  born  7/l9/l915«  She  married  JESS  C. 
RICHARDSON  November  24,  1936,  in  Anderson,  Indiana.  He  was  born  in  Joplin 
an  October  4>  1908.  Jess  Richardson  has  worked  for  the  Atomic  Energy  Com¬ 
mission  for  several  years,  most  of  the  time  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  but 
recently  he  was  transferred  to  the  AEC  office  in  Indianapolis. 

***** 

(Allie  Robb  has  been  a  substantial  contributor  of  information  for  these 
records.  She  loaned  me  her  scrapbook  of  newspaper  clippings  relating  to  family 
j;  affairs  and  the  letter  written  by  Margaret  Craig  which  is  reproduced  earlier 
lerein.  Allie,  her  brother-in-law,  Henry  Roth,  and  Henry’s  sister,  Mrs.  Minnie 
Englebrecht,  of  Pueblo,  Colorado,  visited  us  in  Idaho  in  1955)  at  which  time 
lllie  and  Henry  went  over  these  records  with  me,  adding  information  and  cor¬ 
recting  errors.  HLC.) 

***** 

Columbia,  Missouri,  Oct.  29,  1951 

ily  dear  Cousin  LaVird: 

I  was  just  pleased  beyond  measure  to  receive  your  good  letter,  as  I  have 
men  wanting  to  thank  you  for  bringing  about  this  correspondence .  I  am  get¬ 
ting  a  thrill  out  of  your  Dad’s  letters. 

I  always  was  very  fond  of  all  my  relatives  and  I  am  more  than  pleased  to 
••  :now  about  all  of  your  family.  You  say  you  never  knew  your  father's  sisters, 
/ell,  cousin  Adelia  visited  us  twice.  The  last  time  she  and  Eric  came  in  May 
-902  and  stayed  until  the  first  of  September.  We  all  just  adored  her. 
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Yesterday  was  a  beautiful  day  and  Rachel  and  Cope  took  me  to  McCredie  to 
see  Grace  Baynham  as  I  wanted  to  get  some  information  on  the  Craigs  for  you. 
She  wasn’t  home  when  we  first  went  so  I  didn't  have  time  to  get  what  I  wanted 
but  Grace  told  me  to  tell  you  to  write  to  her  and  she  would  gladly  give  you  an 
information  you  would  like  to  have.  She  asked  me  if  she  could  keep  that  item 
about  Uncle  Aben's  family  until  she  could  copy  it  into  her  notes,  and  she  woul 
be  glad  if  you  would  send  her  a  record  of  Uncle  William's  family  and  perhaps  y 
have  information  about  the  Benschoters  and  Whitcombs  she  would  like  to  have,  s 
I  will  send  you  her  address. 

She  was  Grace  West,  a  granddaughter  of  cousin  James  Toliver  Craig  and  she 
married  Harry  Baynham  who  is  also  related  to  the  Craigs.  James  Toliver  was 
Uncle  Nat's  son  and  a  cousin  of  my  grandfather. 

My  full  name  is  Allie  Agnes  and  I  was  named  after  two  of  Uncle  Carter 
Craig's  daughters,  two  of  my  father's  favorite  cousins.  I  wrote  to  Coleman's 
oldest  daughter  for  a  record  of  their  family  and  wrote  to  Jacqueline,  Jim's 
oldest  daughter,  for  information  about  their  family  and  as  soon  as  I  get 
these,  will  mail  them  all  back  to  you. 

I  was  well  acquainted  with  all  of  the  Benschoters  but  cousin  Frank.  I 
didn't  know  he  was  dead. 


Well,  I  could  just  go  on  and  on.  How  I  wish  you  weren't  so  far  away  so 
we  could  visit.  Bo  let  me  hear  from  you  again. 

With  lots  of  love, 

Allie 


For  more  than  a  generation  a  Craig  family  reunion  has  been  held  about  the 
first  of  September  each  year  in  or  near  Fulton.  The  following  is  from  a  Fultc( 
newspaper  of  September  1954  sent  me  by  ALLIE  ROBB: 


"The  annual  Craig  family  reunion  was  held  Saturday  at  the  City  Park  in  i 
Fulton. 

Harry  Mclntire  of  Fulton  was  elected  to  serve  as  1955  president  of  the 
reunion.  He  succeeds  Marvin  Moore  of  Fulton.  Other  officers  elected  were: 

Mrs.  Ruth  Moore,  secretary-treasurer;  Mrs.  Grace  West  Baynham,  historian;  and  | 
Miss  Mildred  Burt,  publicity  chairman. 

j  ! 

Some  descendents  have  five  grandfathers  in  direct  line  named  Toliver 
Craig.  This  shows  how  faithfully  the  name  has  been  retained.  One  member  toda 
has  a  great  nephew  who  is  John  Toliver  Craig,  the  tenth.  He  lives  in  Kansas 
City.  R.  S.  Craig  of  Route  2  was  the  oldest  person  present. 


Those  present  were:  Mrs.  Allie  Craig  Robb,  Henry  C.  Roth,  of  Columbia, 
Route  4;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craig  Mosely,  of  Mexico,  Mo.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Baynhair 
Jr.  and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Craig,  all  of  McCredie;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Sharp,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  E.  Craig,  Jr.,  Miss  Nina  Craig,  all  of  St.  Louis;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Jake  Moseley  of  Omaha,  Nebraska;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  T.  West,  R.  S.  Craig,  Mrs. 
Rose  Craig,  W.  E.  Jameson,  Mrs.  Anna  Jameson  Tate,  Nancy  E.  Winn,  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Wallace,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  G.  Wallace,  Virginia  B.  Craig,  Miss  Isobel  Craig, 
Craig  Oliver  and  daughter,  Marily,  and  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Oliver." 

***** 

JAMES  LARKIN  CRAIG  (son  of  HENRY  BROWN  CRAIG  and  NANNIE  RACHEL  BAVIS) 
was  born  in  Boone  County,  Missouri,  November  23,  1883.  He  died  January  4,  193 
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ear  Belton,  Missouri 
ome  then  was  at  Webb 
.UTH  LAYMAN  TRIPLETT, 
he  died  in  Webb  City 
ity . 


in  an  ambulance  en  route  to  a  Kansas  City  hospital.  His 
City.  He  married  in  Columbia,  Missouri,  February  3,  1916, 
who  was  born  in  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  December  23,  1890. 
Missouri,  February  26,  1946.  Both  were  buried  at  Webb 


1 

y 

s 


James  Larkin  Craig  was . a  graduate  of  the  Joplin  High  School,  University 
f  Missouri  School  of  Medicine,  and  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  and  one 
ear  of  medicine  in  St.  Louis.  Practiced  medicine  in  Lexter,  Missouri,  for 
ine  years,  then  in  Webb  City  until  his  death.  He  and  his  wife  were  members 
he  Methodist  Church.  There  were  three  children: 


Elizabeth  Craig 
Jacqueline  Craig 
Eugenia  Ruth  Craig 


12/29/1920  -  2/22/1923 

b  12/25/1924- 
b  4/12/1929 
*  *  *  *  * 


of 


JACQUELINE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  JAMES  LARKIN  CRAIG  and  RUTH  LAYMAN  TRIPLETT) 
as  born  in  Dexter,  Missouri,  December  25,  1924.  She  married  GAIL  DARW00D 
OBART  in  Joplin,  May  24,  1948.  He  was  born  July  22,  1921,  in  Webb  City, 
issouri.  They  live  in  Houston,  Texas. 

***** 


EUGENIA  RUTH  CRAIG  (daughter  of  JAMES  LARKIN  CRAIG  and  RUTH  LAYMAN  TRIPLETT) 
as  born  in  Webb  City,  Missouri,  April  12,  1929.  She  married  JACKIE  EUGENE 
OGBILL  in  Webb  City,  July  20,  1947*  He  was  born  October  9,  1928,  in  Baxter 
prings ,  Kansas.  They  also  live  in  Houston.  They  have  three  children: 

Michael  Eugene  Cogbill  b  12/9/1949  in  Houston 

Susan  Elizabeth  Cogbill  b  n/9/1953 

James  Stephen  Cogbill  b  6/26/1957 

***** 

JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  (son  of  HENRY  BROWN  CRAIG  and  NANNIE  RACHEL  DAVIS)  was 
■>rn  in  Boone  County,  Missouri,  September  1,  1885.  He  died  of  a  heart  attack 
1  Pawhuska,  Oklahoma,  January  3,  1958.  He  married  EDNA  MAY  CAHILL  December  26, 

^4»  in  Columbia,  Missouri.  She  was  born  December  21,  1889,  in  Hutchinson, 
ms  as . 


d 


da; 


John  Toliver  Craig  attended  grade  school  in  Elkhurst,  Missouri,  and  high 
:hool  in  Joplin.  He  received  his  law  degree  at  the  University  of  Missouri  in 
’ll.  He  practiced  law  in  Missouri  and,  after  1923,  in  Pawhuska,  Oklahoma. 

■  was  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  McCoy,  Craig  &  Pearson;  of  the  American  Bar 
'Sociation  and  of  the  Oklahoma  Bar  Association.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
.wanis  Club  and  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He  and  his  wife  were 
■mbers  of  the  Baptist  Church.  They  had  two  children: 


Ella  Borden  Craig  b  12/l6/l926 

John  Toliver  Craig  b  12/1/1927 


*  *  *  *  * 
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Mr.  Toliver  Caswell  Craig, 

46O  N.  Locust  St . , 

Twin  Falls,  Idaho 

Dear  Sir: 

Probably  I  should  address  you  as  "Dear  Cousin"  for  undoubtedly  you  are 
the  "Cousin  Cas"  that  I  used  to  hear  of  around  our  family  fireside. 

Upon  my  return  home  yesterday,  after  an  absence  of  several  days,  I  found 
a  letter  from  your  son,  LaVird,  in  which  he  mentioned  that  you  had  told  him  to. 
ask  me  to  write  to  you.  He  also  mentioned  your  visit  to  Boone  County,  Missouri 
in  the  winter  of  1885,  and  as  I  have  often  heard  my  mother  speak  of  my  having 
had  pneumonia  when  I  was  a  baby,  I  am  no  doubt  the  baby  for  whom  you  rode  after 
the  doctor.  I  was  born  September  1,  1885. 

I  was  at  our  old  Boone  County  home  from  last  Friday  night  until  Monday 
morning,  and  in  talking  over  our  earliest  recollections  my  sister  Allie  men¬ 
tioned  the  fact  that  she  remembered  your  visit  and  remembered  about  her  and 
Coleman,  my  oldest  brother,  snov/balling  you  and  that  you  would  fall  over  in 
the  snow  as  though  they  had  knocked  you  down. 

You  probably  do  not  know  much  about  the  course  of  the  history  of  my  fatheiH 
family.  He  died  in  the  spring  of  1897  at  the  age  of  58  years,  and  my  mother 
died  in  1935  at  the  age  of  almost  89  years.  My  oldest  brother,  Coleman,  died  : 
1935,  my  other  brother,  Jim,  in  1937,  and  my  sister  Mary  in  1945- 

Allie  and  I  are  the  only  ones  left.  I  sent  her  a  copy  of  LaVird’ s  letter,; 
as  I  knew  it  would  interest  her,  and  I  hope  she  will  write  to  you. 

’ 

As  for  myself,  I  have  a  wife  and  two  children,  both  now  married.  In  fact.} 
our  last  trip  to  Missouri  was  to  attend  the  wedding  of  our  son,  John  Toliver 
Craig.  He  graduated  from  Missouri  University  last  June  and  will  teach  school 
in  Missouri  next  term.  My  daughter  is  on  the  counsellors  force  at  Stephens 
College,  Columbia,  Missouri,  and  is  married  to  a  young  man  who  has  one  more 
year  in  law  school.  He  is  working  in  our  office  this  summer  and  is  a  very 
promising  young  fellow. 

With  my  kind  regards  and  best  wishes  for  you  and  yours, 

.  I 

Sincerely,  I  • 

Jno .  T.  Craig 

***** 

ELLA  BORDEN  CRAIG  (daughter  of  JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  EDNA  MAY  CAHILL)  was 
born  in  Pawhuska,  Oklahoma,  December  16 ,  1926.  She  received  her  education  in 
Pawhuska  High  School,  Stephens  College,  Columbia,  Missouri,  and  the  University 
of  Missouri.  She  married  ROBERT  P.  KELLY  August  6,  1950.  Robert  Kelly  is  a 
lawyer.  They  live  in  Pawhuska.  Two  daughters: 

Edna  Sue  Kelly  b  l/5/54  |  ' 

Verna  Jo  Kelly  b  7/21/58 

***** 


Pawhuska,  Okla. ,  Aug.  7,  1951. 
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JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  (son  of  JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and 
Dorn  in  Pawhuska,  Oklahoma,  December  1,  1927.  He  is  a 
High  School  and  of  the  University  of  Missouri.  Served 
in  Japan.  He  married  PEGGY  WITTEN  of  Trenton,  Missouri 
lave  two  children: 

John  Toliver  Craig  b  6/14/1952 

Margaret  Sharon  Craig  b  6/2/1954 

***** 
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EDNA  MAY  CAHILL)  was 
graduate  of  Pawhuska 
in  the  Occupation  Force 
,  August  3,  1951.  They 
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ABRAM  CARTER  CRA 
was  born  in  Callaway 
1931.  He  married  IDA 
Missouri.  Ida  Rosett 
and  died  July  7?  1926. 

Abram  Carter  Craig  came  with  his  parents  to  Richardson  County,  Nebraska, 
in  1857  and  went  with  them  to  Jasper  County,  Missouri  in  1866.  After  his  mar 
riage  he  returned  to  Richardson  County  (in  I876)  and  there  the  couple  made 
their  home  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  There  were  four  children: 


IG  (ABEN)  (son  of  JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  ADELIA  BARGER) 
County,  Missouri,  February  7,  1852.  He  died  September  27 , l 
ROSETTA  CASTOR  May  18,  1876,  probably  in  Jasper  County,  L 
a  Castor  was  born  in  Plainfield,  Wisconsin,  April  18,  1855 |f' 


James  Granville  Craig  (Big  Jim)  b  2/28/1877 

Elvira  Adelia  Craig  h  12/l5/l878 

Rex  Castor  Craig  H  2/l2/l883 

Jessie  Gay  Craig  Il/l3/l886  -  5/24/1941 

(Great  Uncle  Aben  was  the  only  one  of  grandfather’s  brothers  and  sisters 
that  I  knew  personally.  He  and  Aunt  Ida  visited  us  several  times  in  western 
Nebraska  when  I  was  a  small  boy,  and  in  1917  1  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting 
them  at  their  home  in  Richardson  County.  Uncle  Aben  was  a  big  man  physically, 
and  a  kindly  one.  HLC . ) 

Humboldt,  Nebraska,  3/19/19II 


Mr.  T.  C.  Craig, 
Filer,  Idaho. 


I  have  been  pretty  near  down  sick  since  I  got  your  letter.  Was  helping 
butcher  for  several  days  and  cooking  lard  and  took  cold.  Helped  Otto  Porr, 
Harry  Spring  and  John  Pauli,  then  butchered  our  own  and  cooked  the  lard  out¬ 
side  in  a  big  kettle.  Ida  was  awful  sick  for  several  days  but  she  got  better 
before  we  did  the  butchering. 

Jessie’s  school  will  be  out  in  a  couple  of  weeks  and  I  guess  she  will  be 
glad  of  it.  She  teaches  the  Rockdale  school  this  time,  one  and  one-half  miles 
south  of  us.  Eva  lives  just  south  of  the  line  in  Kansas,  straight  south  of 
here.  John  is  a  hard  working  feller  and  I  think  he  is  doing  pretty  well.  Rex 
works  for  the  Santa  Fe  RR.  He  is  a  car  inspector.  He  is  married  and  they  live 
in  Kansas  City,  Kansas.  Dave  Messimer  is  still  with  the  same  company,  working 
in  the  switch  yards. 


Did  I  tell  you  about  John  Edwards'  death?  He  died  of  heart  failure,  then  ;  ; 
in  a  few  days  his  brother  Bob  died  at  the  Soldier’s  Home  at  Fort  Leavenworth 
and  their  sister,  Mrs.  Helvy,  died  in  Arkansas,  have  not  heard  the  particulars. 
John’s  oldest,  Hally,  has  been  sick  four  or  five  years  and  now  his  mother  has 
sold  out  everything  and  taken  him  to  the  hot  spring  in  Arkansas.  Charlie 
Church  will  start  tomorrow  for  Oregon.  He  will  go  to  Roseburg.  Effie  and 
children  started  for  Texas  last  Friday. 


What  county  do  you  live  in,  what  is  the  county  seat,  what  is  your  nearest 
railroad  town  and  how  far  from  school?  How  is  Genie?  Does  she  like  to  live 
out  there?  I  expect  the  boys  are  great  big  fellows.  Best  w ishes  to  all. 

A.  C.  Craig  himself 
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Bern,  Kansas,  August  18,  1930. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Craig  and  family, 

5  Rogers  on,  Idaho. 


Dear  Kin  People: 

I  As  I  have  more  time  than  I  know  what  to  do  with  1*11  just  worry  you  awhile. 

We  have  been  having  some  nice  rains  lately  after  a  dry  spell  from  May  20th  until 
last  week.  I  guess  the  drouth  covered  the  entire  corn  belt  and  a  good  many 
places  the  corn  is  perfectly  dead. 

The  worstest  thing  is  I  had  to  come  over  into  Kansas  to  live  but  I  guess 
Nebraska  won’t  fold  up  just  because  I  left.  I  had  a  nervous  breakdown  and  just 
went  to  staves.  Got  so  I  just  couldn't  do  any  more  and  had  to  give  up.  So  I 
am  at  Eva’s  and  don't  know  if  I  will  ever  stage  a  comeback  or  not.  But  it’s 
awful  hard  to  get  used  to  being  away  from  home  or  laying  around  in  the  way  when 
I  can't  do  anything,  but  I  guess  we  can  get  used  to  even  squint  eyes  after  a- 
while .  I  have  no  pain,  just  weak  and  dizzy  and  am  no  account  for  anything  any 
more . 


The  old  set  are  about  all  gone.  Old  feller  asked  me  the  other  day,  "Are 

you  living  yet?"  and  I  told  him,  "No,  not  yet."  The  county  fair  is  held  in 

Humboldt  now.  Will  be  about  the  10th  and  12th  of  September,  free  for  nothing. 
That  is  the  only  time  I  get  to  go  to  Humboldt.  Don't  know  if  I  can  go  this  fall. 
Jessie's  folks  live  there  and  I  don't  get  to  see  them  very  often.  She  has  two 
girls,  one  sixteen  and  the  other  five.  I  hear  from  the  folks  out  west  often. 

They  had  lots  of  rain  this  spring  and  had  a  hard  time  getting  their  crops  in. 

I  have  not  heard  from  John  for  a  long  time.  I  heard  that  Adelia  was  spending 
the  summer  in  Iowa  but  have  never  heard  from  her  directly. 


E 


Aunt  Rilla  Ivers  is  with  us  now.  She  says  uncle  B's  folks  live  in  Joplin. 
Aunt  Nannie  stays  with  Mary  in  the  winter  and  on  the  farm  with  her  son  Coleman 
in  summer.  One  boy  is  a  doctor,  lives  in  Webb  City.  Jack  is  a  lawyer.  I  think 
he  lives  in  Oklahoma.  I  have  never  seen  any  of  them  but  Rilla  visits  them 
often.  Mrs.  Stewert  (Sally  Will)  lives  in  Joplin  and  Allie's  folks  live  with 
her.  George  Benschoter's  wife  is  dead  and  his  youngest  son  and  family  live 
with  him.  Verny  lives  at  Lanegan,  his  wife  is  gone  too.  Annie  lives  west  of 
Carthage  and  Laura  in  Joplin,  Berta  at  Diamond. 


Now  Cas  I  feel  like  a  cat  in  a  strange  garret.  I  have  always  been  a 
pretty  good  old  rooster  to  scratch  for  myself  and  when  I  wanted  anything  I 
selled  eggs  and  buyed  it,  and  sitting  around  here  not  able  to  do  anything,  the 
,  dinner  tastes  like  it  wasn't  paid  for. 

I  wish  you  would  write  me  briefly  about  all  of  your  folks,  where  they  are 
and  what  they  do  and  how  they  are  getting  along  and  if  they  are  likely  to  go 
to  Congress  or  to  the  penitentiary.  You  know  a  feller  just  likes  to  keep  track 
of  all  of  his  kin  people. 


Excuse  me  (if  you  can)  for  writing  with  a  pencil.  My  hand  shakes  so  I 
3an  hardly  hold  a  pen.  I  send  a  peck  of  kisses.  Give  them  to  Genie,  not  to 
some  other  feller's  wife. 

I  remain  as  always, 


A.  C.  Craig  himself 
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for  a  local 


AO  p-pn-i  p.  wrote  some  of  his  reminiscences 
In  his  late  years  A  C.  Craig  »rote^  ^  olipped  and  sent  to  me  by  Big 

newspaper  to  amuse  himself.  ?  particular  interest  is  reproduced 

Jim  and  contain  much  family  history.  u  r 

here : 


,  •  r  n-F  mv  brothers  was  starting  to  Denver  with 

.  "Eariy  in  t  ®  freight  wagon  with  a  trail  wagon  fastened  on  behind, 

a  six-mule  team  and  a  big  i  g  e  TTnr*iP  Took  to  send  two  or 

on  the  north  side.  The  day  we  left  the  Blue  to  go  to  t!J  station  We 

toward  the  river  to  buy  hay  as  we  could  not  buy  any  at  the  stage  st ation. 

camped  three  miles  west  of  the  stage  station  and  that  night  a  band  of  Indi 

burned  the  station  and  ran  the  stock  off,  but  the  agent  had  taken  refuge  in  a 

dug-out,  so  the  Indians  got  only  the  company  stock  tender,  a  man  about  45  ye 
old.  They  bound  him  and  took  him  along. 


in  sight  of  the  station,  the  stage  with  an  escort  of  six- 
teen  soldiers,  came  along  and  there  being  no  horses  left  at  the  station,  the 


Just  as  we 


got 


stage  went  on  with  a  guard  of  four  soldiers  while  the  rest  took  the  trail  of 
the  Indians.  I  heard  afterwards  that  the  soldiers  caught  up  with  them 
following  them  about  forty  miles  and  after  killing  about  half  of  them,  the 


t‘ 


surrendered.  They  had,  however,  murdered  their  captive. 


We  crossed  the  divide  to  the  Platte  and  it  was  an  endless  stretch  of  sand 
and  hard  traveling.  I  have  since  heard  that  there  are  now  fine  farms  a  ong 
there  We  went  through  two  sand  storms  and  I  told  the  boys  that  if  I  ever  got 
back  to  my  mother  I  was  going  to  stay  there.  When  we  reached  Kearney  we  put 
the  corn  into  H.  B.'s  wagons  --  all  he  wanted  --  and  sold  the  rest.  We  then 
drove  to  Plattsmouth,  thinking  we  could  get  freight  for  Beatrice,  but  got  only 


two 


loads,  so  I  took  a  job  of  loading  onions  onto  a  barge  or  flatboat  to  take 


down  the  river. 


The  man  I  worked  for  was  a  German  named  Krause  and  he  had  one  wife,  two 
daughters  and  two  sons.  He  had  sowed  his  onions  in  the  fall  on  newly-broke 
sod  and  they  made  the  biggest,  nicest  onions  I  ever  saw.  There  were  ten  or 
twelve  hundred  bushels  and  we  were  kept  on  the  jump  to  get  them  sacked  and 

stored . 


The  boys  got  back  and 
blizzard  the  first  day  but 
and  we  camped  early  on  the 
us  and  in  the  night  the  wind 


we  loaded  out  again  for  Beatrice.  We  ran  into  a 
it  only  lasted  a  few  hours.  However,  it  was  cold 
bank  of  a  small  stream.  We  put  the  wagon  cover  ovei 
blew  the  cover  --  bows  and  all  --  down  into  the 


US  0,1 1U.  J-II  L-IitS  Uignu  UUP  "  u-uu  ^  -u  -  ”  - ~  - 

water  where  it  froze  three  inches  deep.  Maybe  we  didn't  have  a  time  getting 
that  wagon  cover  out  but  I  have  always  thought  we  did." 


JAMES  GRANVILLE  CRAIG  (son  of  ABRAM  CARTER  CRAIG  and  IDA  ROSETTA  CASTOR) 
was  born  in  Richardson  County,  Nebraska,  February  25,  1877.  He  married  MINNIE  .. 
MARGARET  GABATHULER  April  22,  1918.  She  was  born  February  4,  1884;  died 
December  l6,  1928.  There  were  no  children. 


Big  Jim,  as  he  is  known  in  our  family,  deserves  the  credit  for  collecting 
much  of  the  information  in  the  latter  part  of  this  record.  For  many  years  he 
kept  records  of  family  vital  statistics,  and  with  his  wide  acquaintance  and 
correspondence  with  his  relatives,  his  records  became  extensive.  He  made  a 
copy  for  me  --  a  sizable  book  in  longhand  --  and  from  it  I  have  built  the 


l 

: 

if 
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(present  record. 

Jim  has  lived  around  Humboldt,  Nebraska,  most  of  his  life.  When  young  he 
lived  in  Colorado  and  was  in  western  Nebraska  for  several  years.  About  1905 
and  1906  he  lived  with  us  and  farmed  in  Frontier  County  and  he  and  I  were  to¬ 
gether  in  Kansas  City  in  1917*  One  of  his  many  letters  is  reproduced  below: 

Humboldt  3/20/51 

Dear  Cousin  LaVird: 

I  will  try  to  write  again  and  let  you  know  how  much  I  appreciate  the  book 

^''Bryan’s  Station".  I  wrote  to  Faye  Brant  about  it  and  she  answered  right  away 

'and  said  she  wrote  to  Kentucky  for  a  copy.  I  gave  her  the  address.  I  have 

another  copy  of  my  "family  record"  I  would  like  to  send  to  you  to  get  what  you 

can  out  of  it,  and  to  keep  the  book  for  me.  I  have  spent  lots  of  time  on  it 
and  doubt  if  anyone  could  replace  it. 

So  as  not  to  trust  memory  too  much  my  book  of  names  and  dates  was  started 
years  ago.  I  saw  a  family  tree  at  grandfather’s  old  place  at  Carthage  about 
1920  but  as  I  remember  it  was  only  grandfather’s  family  on  down.  Their  Bible 
was  there  too  and  I  got  what  was  recorded  in  it.  At  that  time  Vernie  B.’s 
boy  was  farming  the  place.  I  was  talking  with  Dick  and  Henry  about  these  names 
'and  dates  last  summer  but  they  never  put  them  down. 

Years  ago  I  heard  father  telling  mother,  or  thinking  to  himself  and  talk¬ 
ing  out  loud,  about  the  Suggetts,  Ficklins,  de  Valcourts  and  others,  but 
nothing  to  amount  to  anything;  he  was  the  next  to  the  youngest  of  a  big  family 
but  had  a  good  memory. 

Tom  Brown  came  from  Callaway  either  before  grandfather’s  or  with  them.  He 
jjoined  farms  with  Whitcomb.  Years  ago  Uncle  William  and  Uncle  Olney  lived  not 
(very  far  from  us  here.  First  your  folks  left  in  1887,  I  am  almost  sure,  then 
the  Whitcombs  moved  to  Texas  in  1894.  My  father's  name  is  in  a  county  atlas 
saying  he  (or  rather  his  parents)  came  here  in  1857  and  I  have  heard  him  say 
that.  My  father  came  back  to  Nebraska  (from  Carthage)  in  the  summer  of  I876 
on  horseback,  but  later  went  back  and  they  moved  up  here  that  fall. 

I  haven't  got  the  marriage  date  of  the  Snells  but  she  died  November  6, 

1906.  They  came  back  to  Nebraska  (from  Carthage)  soon  after  1880,  stayed  around 
1  close  to  Whitcomb;  he  had  them  out  with  Lark  awhile  in  Frontier  County.  They 
went  to  Texas  the  fall  of  1898. 

Uncle  Nathaniel  Toliver  Craig  was  in  the  Confederate  Army.  In  the  Battle 
of  Pea  Ridge  he  and  Whitcomb  were  on  opposite  sides.  Cas  should  know  if  H.  B. 
Craig  lived  in  Callaway  County  the  time  he  was  there.  He  had  a  farm  close  to 
Deer  Park  in  Boone  County  and  was  doing  fine  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Uncle  Boz  and  Aunt  Mattie  were  own  cousins  and  lived  close  to  Carthage. 

Aunt  Pamelia  and  Uncle  Burgess  Benschoter  always  lived  on  the  same  farm. 

When  I  lived  at  Independence ,  Missouri,  the  City  Clerk's  name  was  James 
S.  Craig.  I  showed  him  my  book  and  he  said,  "Yes,  those  Tolivers,  Pollys  and 
Larkins  sound  familiar  to  me."  His  father's  name  was  Benjamin  but  he  couldn’t 
•  tell  me  much  about  his  family.  Well,  must  stop  some  time  so  why  not  now? 

As  ever, 

Jim 
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ELVIRA  ADELIA  CRAIG  (daughter  of  ABRAM  CARTER  CRAIG  and  IDA  ROSETTA  CASTOR 
was  born  December  15?  1878?  died  December  5?  1957*  She  died  in  Richardson  Coun 
was  buried  at  Bern,  Kansas.  She  married  JOHN  FREDERIC  PAULI  on  February  16, 
1910.  He  was  born  April  25,  1885?  died  November  24?  1928.  No  children. 

***** 

REX  B.  CRAIG  (son  of  ABRAM  CARTER  CRAIG  and  IDA  ROSETTA  CASTOR)  was  born 
February  12,  1885*  He  died  in  Emporia,  Kansas,  April  8,  1957*  He  married, 
February  17,  19IO,  MYRTLE  MAUD  STRATTON,  who  was  born  March  19,  1884 .  Ho 
children.  Rex  B.  Craig  was  a  railroad  man. 

***** 

JESSIE  GAY  CRAIG  (daughter  of  ABRAM  CARTER  CRAIG  and  IDA  ROSETTA  CASTOR) 
was  born  November  18,  1886.  She  died  May  24,  1941.  She  married,  October  1, 
1912,  ALFRED  WILLIAM  GROSSENBACHER .  He  was  born  August  30,  188?.  Two 
children : 

Eleanor  Ruth  Grossenbacher  b.  8/24/1914 

Faye  Maxine  Grossenbacher  b.  5/6/1925 

***** 

ELEANOR  RUTH  GROSSENBACHER  (daughter  of  ALFRED  WILLIAM  GROSSENBACHER 
and  JESSIE  GAY  CRAIG)  was  born  August  24?  1914*  She  married  DALE  WILSON 
GOODHART  June  10,  1937*  Dale  and  Ruth  Goodhart  run  a  farm  store  and  feed 
business  in  Humboldt,  Nebraska,  using  the  same  building  in  which  OLNEY  MARSHALL 
WHITCOMB  had  a  general  store  in  the  1870's.  They  have  two  children; 

Richard  Lee  Goodhart  b.  7/9/1939 

Judith  Gay  Goodhart  b.  5/l6/l942 

***** 

FAYE  MAXINE  GROSSENBACHER  (daughter  of  ALFRED  WILLIAM  GROSSENBACHER 
and  JESSIE  GAY  CRAIG)  was  born  May  6,  1925.  She  married  JOHN  EDWARD  KILLEEN 
April  8,  1947*  They  have  three  children: 

Katherine  Ann  Killeen  b.  IO/20/1947 

Patrick  Francis  Killeen  b.  12/1/1952 

Maureen  Ellen  Killeen  b.  IO/22/1957 

***** 
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MARGARET  CATHERINE  CRAIG  (daughter  of  JOHN  TOLIVER  CRAIG  and  ADELIA  BARGER) 
was  born  in  Callaway  County,  Missouri,  January  10,  1843.  She  died  March  15, 
1922.  She  married  OLNEY  MARSHALL  WHITCOMB  February  20,  1861,  in  Nemaha  County, 
Kansas.  He  was  born  June  22,  1840,  in  New  York.  Both  died  in  Texas  and  were 
buried  at  Houston. 

Olney  Marshall  Whitcomb  was  a  very  active  man,  difficult  to  follow,  and 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  his  business  ventures  are  well  known,  none  of  his 
descendents  has  supplied  a  comprehensive  biography.  He  ran  a  general  store  in 
Humboldt,  Richardson  County,  Nebraska,  another  in  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas, 
and  another  in  Webster,  Texas.  He  owned  a  ranch  in  Frontier  County,  Nebraska 
and  owned  land  in  Texas.  His  name  appears  many  times  in  these  records  in 
connection  with  other  persons.  There  v/ere  nine  children: 

Larkin  Dealton  Whitcomb  12/2l/l86l  -  9/24/1913 


Lillian  Eugenia  Whitcomb 
Elizabeth  Effie  Whitcomb 
Laura  Adelia  Whitcomb 
Claud  Francis  Whitcomb 
Maud  Frances  Whitcomb 
Toliver  Brown  Whitcomb 


4/18/1864  -  4/2/1953 
6/1/18 66  -  11/5/1956 
3/10/1868  -  8/31/1868 
7/8/I869  -  3/20/1906 
7/8/1869  -  1/9/1939 
8/3/I871  -  6/21/1932 


Abin  Bird  Whitcomb 
Gail  Hiram  Whitcomb 


1/4/1874  -  11/25/1954 
10/2/1875  -  8/11/1957 


Correction:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olney  Marshall  Whitcomb  were 
buried  in  Riviera  Cemetery,  Kleberg  County,  Riviera,  Texas. 


89 


THE  FOLLOWING  RECORDS  OF  THE  WHITCOMB  FAMILY  WERE 
COLLECTED  AND  WRITTEN  BY  FAY  BRYANT  OF  BAYTOWN,  TEXAS 

"This  is  to  certify  that  I  did  on  the  20th  day  of  February  A.  D.  1861,. 

ioin  in  marriage  MR.  OLNEY  WHITCOMB  to  MISS  MARGARET  CRAIG  both  of  the  Tern- 
join  m  marriage  ivin.  wu  Territory  of  Kansas.  Given 

tory  of  Nebraska,  according  to  the  laws  o±  the  lerr  y  ,  Justice  of 

under  my  hand  this  26th  day  of  February  A.  D.  1861.  H.  H.  Lanham,  Justice 

the  Peace. 

As  the  same  appears  from  the  records  of  this  Court.  In  testimony  whereof 
I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  said  Court  at  Seneca, 
Lis  4th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  I960.  Robert  C.  Randel ,  Probate  Judge  &  ex- 

officio  Clerk. 


State  of  Kansas ,  Nemaha  County,  ss 


I,  Robert  C.  Randel,  sole  Judge  of 


the  Probate  Court,  within  and  for  said  County,  the  same  being  a  court  of  law 
and  record,  hereby  certify  that  the  signature  attached  to  the  above  certificate 
■purporting  to  be  that  Robert  C.  Randel,  is  his  genuine  signature,  and  that  he 
was  at  the  time  thereof,  ex-officio  Clerk  of  said  Probate  Court,  and  as  such 
full  faith  and  credit  are  due  his  acts,  and  that  the  attestation  of  said  Cler 


is  in 


due  form  of  law,  and  by  the  proper  officer. 


Witness  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  said  Court,  at  Seneca,  this  4th  day  of 
January,  i960.  (Signed)  Robert  C.  Randel,  Probate  Judge. 


From  copy  of  "Military  Service":  Olney  M.  Whitcomb. 
Bureau  of  Pensions,  dated  Apl .  1,  1891?  No.  889,170.  Sir 
the  above-named  man  enlisted  Aug.  25,  1862,  and  served  as 
13th  Regt.  Kansas  Inf.  _____  and  was  discharged  at 
Anderson  Davidson,  Acting  Commissioner, 
and  Pension  Division,  War  Dept. 


Div 


Sec.  "A"  _ 

It  is  alleged  that 
a  private  in  Co.  E. 


The 


_  on  July  11,  I865. 

officer  in  charge  of  the  Record 


(On  opposite  fold  of  same  instrument  reads:)  "Olney  M.  Whitcomb,  men¬ 
tioned  on  the  preceding  indorsement,  was  enrolled  Aug.  25,  1862,  and  M.  0. 

June  26,  I865.  (Signed)  F.  C.  Ainsworth,  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army." 

i 

(it  is  interesting,  too,  to  note  another  photostat  wherein  B.  A.  Whitcomb,, 
son,  sent  to  the  Department  a  notice  of  his  father’s  death,  thereby  ending 
payments  of  pension.  This  dated  the  death  as  being  December  9,  1925.) 


***** 

Family  record  kept  by  Maud  Whitcomb  Benschoter 


Olney  Marshall  Whitcomb 
Margaret  Catherine  Craig 
Were  married 


6/ 22/1840  -  12/9/1925 
1/10/1845  -  3/15/1922 
2/20/1861 


Children : 

Larkin  Dealton  Whitcomb 
Lillian  Eugenia  Whitcomb 
Elizabeth  Effie  Whitcomb 
Laura  Delia  Whitcomb 
Francis  Claud  Vifhitcomb 
Frances  Maud  Whitcomb 
Toliver  Brown  Whitcomb 


12/21/1861  -  9/21/1913 
4/I8/I864  - 
6/1/1866 

3/10/1868  -  8/31/1868 
7/9/1869  -  5/20/1906 
7/9/1869  -  1/10/1939* 
8/3/1871  - 
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Abin  Bird  Whitcomb 
Gail  Hiram  Whitcomb 

(*  In  Bertie ’ 

David  Wilson  Messimer 
Lillian  E.  Whitcomb 


Married 
Children : 

Anna  Effie  Messimer 
Eloda  Maud  Messimer 
Eloyd  Oscar  Messimer 
Claud  Levern  Messimer 
Leona  Margaret  Messimer 
********** 

Charles  Lyman  Church 
Effie  E.  Whitcomb 
Were  married 
Children : 

Margaret  Lydia  Church 
Gail  Henry  Church 
Olney  Max  Church 
Gertrude  Leota  Church 
Lillian  Marjorie  Church 
********** 

Larkin  Dealton  Whitcomb 
Grace  Evelyn  Carmichael 
Were  married 
Children: 

Effie  Evelyn  Whitcomb 
Ida  Margaret  'Whitcomb 
Ada  Catherine  Whitcomb 
********** 

Claud  Francis  Whitcomb 
Robena  Maud  Kilburn 
Were  married 
Children 

Olney  Guy  Whitcomb 
Loyd  Earl  Whitcomb 
Felva  Blanche  Whitcomb 
********** 


1/4/1874  -  11/25/1954* 
10/2/I875  -  8/10/1957* 

handwriting) 

4/15/1860  -  4/20/1918 

4/I8/I864  - 

9/7/1883 

6/12/1884  - 
7/4/1885  -  ' 

6/30/1888  - 
8/12/1890  -  11/9/1893 
IO/15/I892- 

3/10/1856  -  4/8/1914 
6/1/I866  - 

1/10/1886 

12/15/I887  -  II/10/I896 

1/25/1890  - 

6/3/1899 

8/1/1902 

3/28/1910  - 


8/9/I887 

2/8/1891  - 
9/6/1892  -  2/1/1893 
9/6/1892  -  2/17/1893 

-  5/20/1906 


4/24/I897  - 
3/23/1901  - 
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Francis  Marion  Benschoter 
Maud  F.  Whitcomb 
Were  married 
Children ; 

Eloda  Fay  Benschoter 

Zelta  Viva  Benschoter 
i7 

Alta  Verjd  Benschoter 
Lillian  Elberta  Benschoter 
May  Frank  Benschoter 
********** 

Abin  Bird  Whitcomb 
Georgia  Anna  Bobbitt 
Were  married 
Children : 

Aina  Merle  Whitcomb 

Calvin  Lawrence  Whitcomb 

Bird  Aben  Whitcomb 

Lillian  Belle  Hawkins 

Were  married 

Children : 

Eva  Vera  Whitcomb 

Benjamin  Olney  Whitcomb 

Amos  Manful  Whitcomb 

********** 

Toliver  Brown  Whitcomb 
Frances  Marie  Stenner 
Were  married 
Children ; 

Thelma  Leona  Whitcomb 
Margaret  Clarice  Whitcomb 
Leota  Clemantine  Whitcomb 
Gleela  Maud  Whitcomb 
Jessie  Evelyn  Whitcomb 
Frances  Marie  Whitcomb 
********** 

Gail  Hiram  Whitcomb 
Josephine  Roena  Thompson 
Were  married 
Children : 

Gladys  Mary  Whitcomb 

Gail  Hiram  Whitcomb 
********** 


Il/l6/l867  - 

1/8/1896 

12/3/1896  - 
1/3/1898  - 
3/3/1902  - 

10/2//1904- 
5/12/1910  - 


3/20/1898 


9/8/19OO  (Galveston 
&  flood) 


12/22/1898- 

2/15/1900  -  9/8/1900 


6/14/I886  - 
12/20/1904 

5/7/1904  - 
12/4/1907  - 
2/24/19IO  - 


8/6/1899 

7/ll/l900  - 

3/28/1902  - 

10/13/1903  -  6/  /1921 

7/29/1905  - 

9/25/1907  - 

10/13/1909  - 


4/29/1901 

8/8/1903  - 
IO/29/1907  - 


storm 
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Robert  E.  Lee  Davis 
Anna  Effie  Messimer 
Were  married 
Children  : 

Gladys  Nadine  Davis 
Dellavern  Roberta  Davis 
********** 

Calvin  Arch  Groom 
Leona  M.  Messimer 
Were  married 
Child: 

Carlton  Ardene  Groom 
********** 

Alva  E.  Horn 
Gladys  Nadine  Davis 
Were  married 
Children : 

Cletta  Bernice  Horn 
Capitola  Ruth  Horn 
Roberta  Frances  Horn 
********** 

Albert  Lincoln  Black 
Eloda  Maud  Messimer 
Were  married 
Children : 

Lincoln  Wilton  Black 
Veribelle  Lee  Black 
Lillian  Louise  Black 
Junior  Black 
********** 

Eloyd  Oscar  Messimer 
Vera  Ivan  Vogt 
Were  married 
Children : 

Elmer  Blake  Messimer 
Roy  Craig  Messimer 
Marian  Ruth  Messimer 
********** 

Jack  Howard  Grant 
Aina  Merle  Whitcomb 
Were  married 


8/3/1878  - 

10/4/1905 
l/l/l910  - 

3/30/19U- 

10/6/1888  - 

7/26/1911 
7/30/1912  - 

8/3/I878  (i  think  this  should  be 
1/16/1900  -  7/  / 1936) 

12/4/1925 

12/9/1926  -  12/9/1926 

3/7/1928  - 

7/24/1930  - 

6/25/I888  - 

8/20/1911 

8/30/1913  - 
7/21/1915  - 
7/4/1917  - 

2/9/1919  - 


6/18/1913 
9/3/1920  - 

II/9/1922- 

H/9/1922- 


n/2/1919 
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Children : 

Lawrence  Harry  Grant 
Jacqueline  Margret  Grant 
Aina  Joice  Grant 
********** 


10/21/1920  - 
12/7/1921  - 
6/16/1929  - 


Caswell  Snell 
Betty  Craig  Snell 


2/27/1899  - 

11/16/1894  - 


Adelia  Craig  (Daughter  of  H.T.  Craig)  age  11  months 


********** 


Floyd  Earl  Watson 
Effie  Evelyn  Whitcomb 
Were  married 
Child: 

Georgia  Eldene  Watson 


6/8/1892  - 


6/18/1919 


2/22/1918- 


********** 

Ora  0.  McClain 
Felva  Blanch  Whitcomb 
Were  married 
********** 


2/27/1833  -  1/3/1900 
11/16/1834  -  11/6/1906 


Cas  Snell 


Betty  Snell 
Bay  Craig  Adelia 


-  11/2/1898 


********** 

The  Van  Benschoters  (From  village  of  Schotem) 

1.  Theunis  Eliasen  B.  married  Gerritye  Gerritder 

2.  Elias  married  Saea  Jause  (first  wife)  Catryce  (second  wife). 

Our  Line : 

9.  Isaac  married  Nellie  Van  Vleet 

4.  Aaron  married  Margret  Hoffman 

5.  Jeremiah  married  Sarah  Watherlow 

6.  Niles  married  Sarda  Hollister 

7.  Birgis  married  Pamelia  Frances  Craig 

8.  Laura  married  Beverly  Ward  Lett 

9.  Edna  married  Charles  A.  Stauffer 

10.  Beverly  married  Edith  Young 

********** 

Anna  Paul  born  December  15?  I872,  Passed  away  February  11 9  1950»  Resting 
place  Stoney  Point  Cemetery. 

********** 

These  three  taken  from  wedding  announcements  in  her  book: 

Josephine  Rowena  Thompson  married  to  Gail  H.  Whitcomb,  Monday,  4/29/19OI 
at  their  residence,  Webster,  Texas. 
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Maud  F.  Whitcomb  and  Francis  M.  Benschoter  married  Wednesday,  1/8/1896  at 
Houston,  Texas. 

Lillian  Elberta  Benschoter  married  George  C.  Plumley,  Wednesday,  9/26/1923 
at  Chicago,  Illinois. 

********** 

Doris  Ruth  Mayeur  died  IO/19/1924. 

********** 


Loyd  Earl  Whitcomb  and  Ursula  Perry  married  June  9,  1925. 

***** 

Copied  from  record  kept  by  Grandma  Whitcomb 


(in  a  "Longfellow  Quotation"  book.  A 
ince  grandma's  death.  Fay.)  (This 
ome  of  Lillie  Whitcomb  in  April  1958 
comments.  HLC.) 

Nadine  Davis 

Zelta  Viva  Benschoter 

Bird  Aben  Whitcomb 

Margaret  Catherine  Whitcomb 
Married 

Karen  Joyce  Whitcomb 

(Daughter  of  Dr.  Dale  White 


ditions  made  by  Aunt  Lillie  Whitcomb 
ecord  was  copied  by  Fay  Bryant  at  the 
Parenthetical  inserts  are  Fay's 

l/l/l910 

1/5/1898 

1/4/1874  -  11/25/1954 

1/10/1843  -  3/15/1922 

2/20/1861 

l/l7/l957  at  Kingsville  Co.  Hospital 


Gail  Henry  Church 

Effie  Whitcomb  Watson 
Junior  Black 

Calvin  Lawrence  Whitcomb 
Manful  Whitcomb 
John  Vernoy  Craig 

i 

Alta  Verpr  Benschoter 
Charles  Lyman  Church 
Mattie  Craig 
Felva  Maud  Whitcomb 

Margaret  Claris  Whitcomb 
Marjorie  Church 
Delevern  Davis 
Lillian  Eugene  Messimer 
Adelia  Craig 
Loyd  Earl  Whitcomb 
John  Toliver  Craig 
Eva  Vera  Whitcomb 


I/25/I89O  -  12/?/l954  (Max  Church  gave 

me  12/17/1954.) 

2/8/1892  (I  have  2/8/1891.) 

2/9/1919 

2/15/1900  -  9/8/1900 
2/24/1910 

3/1/1841  -  10/l7/l900 
3/3/1902 

3/10/1856  -  4/8/1914 

3/21/1844  -  2/26/1901  (I  do  not  have) 

3/23/1901  (This  name  is  correctly 
Felva  Blanche . ) 

3/28/1902 

3/28/1910 

3/30/1913 

4/18/1864  -  4/2/1953 

4/21/1812  -  7/25/1880 

4/24/1897 

5/7/1809  -  3/3/1885 
5/7/1904 
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May  Frank  Benschoter 

Josie  Roena  Whitcomb 
Effie  Elizabeth  Church 
Max  Olney  Church 

Lillie  B.  Whitcomb 
Olney  Marshall  Whitcomb 
Married 

Albert  Lincoln  Black 
Eloda  Messimer  Black 
Lillian  Louise  Black 
Claud  Francis  Whitcomb 
Maud  Frances  Whitcomb  Ben. 

Thelma  Leona  Whitcomb 
Yerabell  Black 
Gleela  Maud  Whitcomb 
Carlton  Ardean  Groom 
Gertrude  Leota  Church 
Toliver  Brown  Whitcomb 
Rob  Davis 

Gladys  Mary  Whitcomb 

Eleanor  Ruth  Gros senbacher 

Lincoln  Wilton  Black 

Elmer  Blake  Messimer 

Gladys  Nadine  Davis 

Dellavern  Roberta 

Robert  E.  Lee  Davis 
Married 

Anna  Effie  Davis 

Eloda  Black 

Eloyd  Messimer 

Claud  Levern  Messimer 

Leona  Margaret 

Calvin  Arch  Groom 

Albert  Lincoln  Black 

Carlton  Ardene  Groom-Leona  married 

Vera  Ivan  Messimer 

Married  Loyd  Messimer 

Larkin  &  Grace  Whitcomb  twins  born 

Ada  Margaret 


5/l2/l910  (May  was  named  for  our 

dad  "Francis") 

5/13/1875 

6/1/1866  -  11/5/1956 

6/30/1900  (I  think  this  should  be 

6/3/1899-) 

6/14/I886 

6/22/1840  -  12/9/1925 
2/20/1861 

6/25/I888  -  /  /1954 

7/4/1885 

7/4/1917 

7/9/1869  -  5/20/1906 


i 


7/9/I869  -  1/10/1939  (Maud  Frances 

Whitcomb  Benschoter  died  l/9/l939')j 
7/ll/l900  (B.  Webster,  Tex.) 


7/22/1915 

7/29/1905 

7/30/1912 

8/1/1902 

8/3/1871  -  6/21/1932 
8/3/1878 
8/8/1903 
8/24/1915 
8/30/1913 

8/3/1920  (Eloyd  says  9/3/1920) 

l/l/l910 

3/30/1913 


8/3/1878 

10/4/1905 


6/12/1884 

7/4/1885  | 

6/30/1888 

8/12/1890  -  11/9/1893 

10/15/1892  (Gr  00m) 

10/6/1888 

7/25/I888  (Duplicat  e  I  have  6/26) 

7/26/1911 

II/23/I89I  (Eloyd  (husband)  gave  me  lfjj 

6/18/1913 


in  western  Nebraska 


9/6/1892  -  2/11/1893  (I  bel  ieve  2/1/18$ 
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Ida  Catherine 

Jessie  Evelyn  Whitcomb 
Gail  Hiram  Whitcomb 
Lucy  Marie  Whitcomb 
Leota  Clementina  Whitcomb 
Frances  Marie  Whitcomb 
Lawrence  Henry  Grant 
Lydia  Kruska  Kuntz  Whitcomb 
Lillian  Elberta  Benschoter 
Gail  H.  Whitcomb 
Claude  Levern  Messimer 
Fay  Benschoter 
Benjamine  Olney  Whitcomb 
Maggie  Lydia  Church 

Frances  Marie  Whitcomb 
Larkin  Dealton  Whitcomb 
Aina  Merl  Whitcomb 
Effie  Davis  died 


9/6/1892  -  2/17/1893  (I  bel  ieve  the 
names  Ida  and  Ada  are  reversed) 

9/25/1907 

10/2/1875  -  8/11/1957  (  in  Denver) 
IO/4/I889 
10/13/1903 
10/13/1909 
10/21/1920 

IO/23/1949  (Should  be  10/23/1909) 
IO/27/1904  (Should  be  1903) 

IO/29/1907 

8/12/1890  -  11/9/1893 

12/3/1896 

12/4/1906  -  10/9/1952 

12/15/1888  -  Il/l0/l896  (Born  12/15/1887, 

I  think . ) 

12/20/1879 

12/21/1861  -  9/24/1913 
12/22/1898 

12/27/1947  in  Maywood,  California 
*  *  *  *  * 
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Id.  12/21/1861  -  d.  9/21/1913 


LARKIN  DEALTON  WHITCOMB 

Grace  Evelyn  Carmichael  13  •  8/27/1872 

b.  at  Clarinda,  Page  County,  Iowa 
f.  Henry  Alexander  Carmichael 
m.  Ida  E.  Squires  Carmichael 

Were  Married:  8/9/I887 

m.  in  Frontier  County,  Nebraska 

Children : 


b.  2/8/1891  - 
b.  9/6/1892  -  d.  2/l/l893 


Effie  Evelyn  Whitcomb 

b.  in  Frontier  County 
Ida  Margaret  Whitcomb 

Ada  Catharine  Whitcomb  1*  9/6/1892  -  d.  2/l7/l893 

b.  Twins  born  in  Frontier  County,  Nebraska. 

Larkin  Whitcomb  was  a  pastor  in  the  Mennonite  Church  (a  Christian  Church 
opposed  to  infant  baptism,  the  taking  of  oaths,  the  holding  of  public  office 
and  of  Military  Service).  He  ended  his  life  by  shooting  himself.  He  was 

buried  in  the  Fairhaven  Cemetery,  Orange  County,  California. 

*  *  x  *  * 

EFFIE  EVELYN  WHITCOMB 
and 

*Floyd  Earl  Watson 

b.  at  Olive , Calif ornia 
**  f.  Johnathon  Watson 

**  m.  Lenna  Mae  Barger  Watson 

Were  Married: 

m.  at  Orange,  California 

Child : 


: 


b 

b 


2/8/1891  - 
6/8/1892  - 


6/18/1913 


*Georgia  Eldene  Watson 

b.  at  Orange,  California 


b.  2/22/1918  - 


**Ef f ie  Watson  is  very  fond  of  travel,  and  believes  that  would  be  what  she 
would  claim  as  a  hobby. 


**Floyd's  hobby  is  in  the  lapidary  line.  He  makes  beautiful  things  from  rocks, 
usually  using  those  finished  in  a  spherical  shape. 


He  is  an  owner  of  orange  groves.  Owns  and  farms  land  homesteaded  by  his  fathcf 
in  1868. 


*Larkin  Dealton  V/hitcomb  was  called  "L.D."  pronounced  to  sound  like  a  name: 
Therefore  the  name  "Eldene"  for  his  granddaughter . 

-*■**-** 

GEORGIA  ELDENE  WATSON  b.  2/22/1918  - 

and 

Lyle  Everett  MacLaren  b.  9/26/1909  - 

b.  at  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin 
**  f.  Merton  Fredrick  MacLaren 

**  m.  Cora  Bertha  John  MacLaren 

**Were  Married:  8/30/1940 

m.  at  Santa  Ana,  Orange  County,  California 

Children : 


^Material  marked  thus,  courtesy  LaVird  Craig. 
**Material  marked  thus,  courtesy  Effie  Watson. 


Gary  Everett  MacLaren  b.  3/28/1942  - 

b.  at  Santa  Ana,  California 

Mark  Lyle  MacLaren  b.  9/15/1943  - 

b.  at  Santa  Ana,  California 

-This  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

•-Eldene  feels  her  hobby  for  the  last  17  years  has  been  raising  two  fine  boys. 

:Lyle  is  a  Manager  of  the  Paint  Department  at  the  Naval  Base  at  China  Lake, 
California. 


he 


•His  hobby  is  painting  of  pictures.  His  appreciated  work  hangs  in  many  homes, 
and  among  others,  that  of  his  wife's  parents. 


***** 


b.  4/I8/I864  -  d.  4/2/1953 


LILLIAN  EUGENIA  WHITCOMB 
and 

David  Wilson  Messimer  b.  4/16/I86O  -  d.  4/20/19I8 

b.  New  Bloomfield,  Perry  County,  Kansas, 
m.  _ Kohendarfer 

9/7/1883 


Were  married 


Children: 


m.  at  Humboldt,  Richardson  County,  Nebraska. 


Anna  Effie  Messimer 

b.  at  Holdridge,  Kansas. 
Eloda  Maud  Messimer 


b.  6/12/1884  -  d.  12/27/1947 
b.  7/4/1885  - 


Eloyd  Oscar  Messimer  b.  6/30/1888  - 

b.  at  Baileyville,  Nemaha  County,  Nebraska 
Claud  Leverne  Messimer  b.  8/12/1890  -  d.  II/9/I893 

b.  at  Ellensbury,  Kittitas  County,  Washington 
d.  at  Ellensburg,  Kittitas  County,  Washington 
Leona  Margaret  Messimer  b.  IO/15/I892  - 

b.  at  Ellensburg,  Kittitas  County,  Washington 

Lillian  Messimer  was  a  member  of  the  Seventh  Lay  Adventists  Church. 

Dave  Messimer  was  at  one  time  a  switchman  in  the  Railroad  Yards  at  Kansas  City, 
Kansas.  In  later  years  he  became  Yardmaster. 

Dave  Messimer »s  remains  rest  in  Maple  Hill  Cemetery,  Kansas  City,  Leavenworth 
Co.,  Kansas.  Lillian  Messimer «s  remains  rest  in  Park  Lawn  Cemetery,  6555  E.  Gag 
St.,  Bell  Gardens,  Los  Angeles  County,  California.  Interred  on  4/11/1953  in 
Grave  #4,  lot  17,  Sec.  E. 

ANNA  EFFIE  MESSIMER 


*  * 


*  *  * 
b 


and 

Robert  Lee  Davis 


Were  married 


Children : 


b.  at  Memphis,  Shelby  County 
f.  William  H.  Davis 
m.  Lina  Johnson 

10/4/1905 

m.  at  Kansas  City,  Wyanotte  County,  Kansas 


6/12/1884  -  d.  12/27/1947.  Int  erred 
12/30/47  in  Grave  #3,  Lot  17,  Sec.  E, 
Park  Lawn  Cemetery,  Bell  Gardens, 
California. 

8/3/1878 

Tennessee 


Gladys  Nadean  Davis  b.  l/l/l910  - 

b.  at  Kansas  City,  Wyanotte  County,  Kansas 
)ellavern  Roberta  Davis  b.  3/30/1913  - 

b.  at  Sweetwater,  Nolan  County,  Texas 
fCourtesy  Effie  Watson 
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Effie  and  Robert  Davis,  divorced  1927,  Medford,  Grant  County,  Oklahoma. 


l£ 


Until  his  older  days,  Robert  Davis  was  a  block-signal  man  for  the  Santa  Fe 
Railroad.  In  his  old  age,  he  made  his  home  with  one  or  the  other  of  his  daug 


GLADYS  NADINE  DAVIS 


***** 

b.  l/l0/l910  - 


It 


and 

Alva  Earl  Horn  b 

b.  in  Shelby  County,  Missouri 

f.  Justin  M.  Horn 
m.  Seneth  Frances  Stewart 

Were  married 

m.  in  Wichita,  Kansas 

Children : 


Cletta  Bernice  Horn  ® • 

b.  at  Caldwell,  Summer  County, 

Capitola  Ruth  Horn 

b.  at  Renfrew,  Oklahoma 

Roberta  Frances  Horn  1  • 

b.  at  Caldwell,  Summer  County, 


1/16/1900  -  d.  7/21/1936 
12/4/1925 

12/9/1926  -  d.  12/9/1926 
Kansas 

5/7/1928 
7/4/1930  - 

Kansas 


Alva  Horn  was  driving  a  car  at  night,  when  a  parked  car  in  the  middle  of  the 
road  without  lights,  surpsised  him.  In  trying  to  swerve  and  miss  the  parked, 
unmarked  car,  he  overturned  his  own  car,  breaking  his  neck  in  the  crash.  He 
died  immediately,  was  buried  7/24/19 36. 


b.  1/10/1910  - 

b.  12/22/1912- 
b.  at  Jersey  City,  Kearny  County,  New  Jersey 
f.  George  Harrison  Martin 
m.  Anna  Marie  Bettinger 

Were  married  6/5/1937 

m.  at  Old  Bridge,  Middlesex  County,  New  Jersey 

No  children. 


GLADYS  NADINE  HORN 
and 

Walter  William  Martin 


;; 

ii 

■1 

k 


: 

1 

. 


Walter  Martin  owned  and  operated  a  profitable  refrigeration  business.  He  sold 
installed  and  maintained  appliances.  His  big  territory  kept  him  busy.  He  als< 
owned  rental  property.  He  operated  out  of  Camino ,  California. 

This  family  are  members  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventists. 

***** 

CAPITOLA  RUTH  HORN  b.  3/7/1928  -  ■ 

and 

Maynard  Moe  b.  ll/  /l928  - 

Were  married  4/  / 1945 

m.  in  Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 

Child : 

Marylen  May  Moe  b.  5/  /  -  d.  4/2/1953 

Capitola  Ruth  and  Maynard  Moe  divorced  9/  /l945  at  Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles  Co, 

California. 


CAPITOLA  RUTH  MOE 
and 

Valgene  Goodman 


b.  3/7/1928  - 
8.  3/5/ 
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Were  married  3/3/1947 

m.  in  San  Diego,  San  Diego  County,  California. 


it 


Children : 

Algene  Goodman 
Judy  Lynn  Goodman 
Capitola  Ruth  and  Valgene 


b.  5/21/1948  - 

b.  12/12/1949  - 

Goodman  divorced  9/  /1949  in  Illinois. 


CAPITOLA  MOE  GOODMAN 
and 

Elsworth  Harry  Bell 
Were  married 
Children : 


b.  3/7/1928  - 

b.  H/l/1926- 
3/25/1950 


Ruth  Ella  May  Bell 

Leona  Rae  Bell 

Walter  J.  B.  Bell 

Capitola  Ruth  and  Ellsv/orth  H. 


b.  12/26/1950  - 
b.  7/30/1953  - 

b.  4/30/1956  - 

Bell  divorced  6/  /l 957- 


***** 

ROBERTA  FRANCIS  HORN  b.  7/4/1930 

(Called  Bertie) 

and 

Eugene  Emerald  Larson  b.  9/4/1931 

b.  at  St.  Helena,  Napa  County,  California 
f.  Raymond  Walter  Larsen 
m.  Rozella  Nevada  Rosmussen 
Were  married  9/17/1950 

m.  at  Placerville,  Eldorado  County,  California 

Children : 


Lawrence  Eugene  Larsen 

b.  at  Placerville, 
Raymond  Walter  Larsen 

b.  at  Placerville, 


b.  3/26/1952  - 

Eldorado  County,  California 

b.  5/24/1954  - 

Eldorado  County,  California 


4 


* 


* 


*  *  * 


SCDELLAVERN  ROBERTA  DAVIS 


and 

Sarold  Clarence  Gollberg 

b.  at  Galveston,  Galveston 
f.  Bernard  Matias  Gollberg 
m.  Wilhemina  Louise  Ahrens 


b.  3/30/1913  - 

b.  9/25/19IO  - 

County,  Texas 


Were  married 

m.  at  La  Porte, 


5/16/1934 

Harris  County,  Texas 


Children : 


Jarold  Ronald  Gollberg  b.  3/26/1936 

b.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 
Clenda  Gail  Gollberg  b.  2/19/1944 

b.  at  Galveston,  Galveston  County,  Texas 


0 


When  Dellavern's  parents 
Importance  to  her.  The 
termination . 


divorced,  she  was  14* 
parents  had  lived  apart 


The  event  was  not  of  too  great 
considerably  before  the  final 


)f  the  two  daughters,  Nadine  was  married.  Dellavern  was  asked  which  parent 
she  would  prefer  living  with.  She  chose  her  father. 
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.  -K^o-rH -i  no-  school  during  school  terms,  visited  rela- 
Af ter  this  she  was  kept  m  a  boardi  g 

tives  or  friends,  or  boarded  during  summer  vacations. 


Her  father  worked  for  the  railroad.  Was 
did  not  want  to  leave  her  alone  while  he 


a  lineman; 
was  out  of 


an 


electrician  by  trade. 


town  with  his  work,  so  would 


never  tcudc  a. ±±  ~  - ,  -  4- -u i  i  o ^ 

of  happiness,  however,  for  she  was  always  thrilled 


t  want  to  leave  her  aione  tl  desired.  She  managed  some  degree 

take  an  apartment,  which  s  e  g  ^  when  he  was  at  home  with  her. 


si,-- sars-"  ss.irsss.-i: 

college!  Seir  daughter  (being  younger)  has  completed  her  grade  school  work. 
For  many  years  Dellavern  and  her  husband  owned  and  operated  a  drug  store 
Medina,  Texas,  where  her  husband  acted  as  his  own  pharmacist. 


Hp  was  President  of  their  School  Board,  a  Past  Master  of  his  Masonic  Lodge, 
belongs  to  the  Rotary  Club  and  has  worked  with  determination  on  the  Coun  y 
Committee  to  study  School  Improvements. 


Dellavern  acted  as  treasurer  of  their  P.T.A.  for  five  years  before  passing 
work  to  another.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 


the 


***** 

b.  7/4/1885  - 


ELODA  MAUDE  MESSIMER 

Albert  Lincoln  Black  b-  6/25/I888-  d.  5/l7/l954 

Were  married  _  8/20/19II 

m.  at  Kansas  City,  Clay  County,  Missouri 

Children: 


Wilton  Whitcomb  Black 
Lavera  Belle  (or  Verabell)  Black 
Lillian  Louise  Black 
Albert  Lincoln  Black,  Jr. 


b.  8/30/1913- 
b.  7/22/1915- 
b.  7/4/1917  - 
b.  2/9/1919  - 


Lincoln  Black  was  an  Osteopathic  Doctor.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
living  in  Pueblo,  Colorado. 


WILTON  WHITCOMB  BLACK 
and 

Esther  Lindsio 
Were  married 
Children: 


***** 

b.  8/30/1913 


Vivecka  Lillian  Black 


LA  VERA  BELLE  BLACK 
and 


6/7/1947 

b.  9/6/ 

If  *  * 

b.  7/22/1915  - 


*  *  *  *  * 
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Francis  Earl  Shaffer  b.  4/lO/l915  - 

b.  at  Falls  City,  Richardson  County,  Nebraska 

Children  j 


Melvern  Duane  Shaffer 
Linda  Kay  Shaffer 
Kenneth  Francis 


b.  9/5/1937  - 

b.  10/23/1946- 
b.  8/10/1950  - 


1  * 

LILLIAN  LOUISE  BLACK 

and 

John  Richard  Jensen 

b.  at  Dove  Creek,  Dolores 
f.  William  C.  Jensen 
m.  Gijt  I.  English 

■  Were  married 


1 

Children : 


m.  at  Dove  Creek,  Dolores 


*  *  *  * 

t.  7/4/1917  - 
t.  5/20/1917 

County,  Colorado 

12/25/1937 

County,  Colorado 


Nancy  Lee  Jensen 
b .  at 

Betsy  Dee  Jensen 
b .  at 

'Patty  June  Jensen 
b .  at 


b.  4/21/1939  - 

Madison,  Robertson  County,  Tennessee 

b.  1/27/1942  - 

Madison,  Robertson  County,  Tennessee 

b.  9/22/1943  - 

Omaha,  Douglas  County,  Nebraska 


This  family  are  members  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  Church. 


In  1959  Lillian  Louise  and  her  husband  worked  and  taught  in  the  Seventh  Day 
Adventist  Sanitarium  in  Wildwood,  Georgia.  The  husband,  John  Richard,  was 
Maintenance  and  Building  Engineer  at  the  Sanitarium,  and  taught  duties  connected 
with  this  position,  in  classes,  to  boys. 


***** 

ALBERT  LINCOLN  BLACK,  JR.  b.  2/9/1919  - 

and 

Annabelle  Iona  Jensen 

Were  married  12/1/1946 

Children : 


Peter  Lincoln  Black 
John  Jensen  Black 

ELOYD  OSCAR  MESSIMER 
and 

Vera  Ivan  Vogt 

b.  at  Kansas  City 

Were  married 

m.  at  Armourdale, 

Children : 


b.  10/20/1947  - 

b.  9/17/1949  - 

***** 

b.  6/30/1888  - 

b.  11/23/1889  - 
Jackson  County,  Missouri 

6/18/1913 

Wyandotte  County,  Kansas 


Elmer  Blake  Messimer  b.  9/3/1920 

b.  at  Williams,  Coconino  County,  Arizona 
Roy  Craig  Messimer  b.  ll/9/l922 

and  twin 

jMarion  Ruth  Messimer  b.  ll/9/l922 

b.  at  Williams,  Coconino  County,  Arizona 

This  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

For  many  years  Eloyd  was  a  railroad  employee,  but  changed  to  work  in  a  bank, 
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then  became  a  real  estate  salesman. 

His  hobby  is  golfing,  photography  and  work  with  the  Masonic  Lodge.  He  served 
as  their  Secretary  for  many  years.  He  held  an  Honorary  Degree  in  Scottish 
Rite  Knight  Commander,  Court  of  Honor. 

***** 

ROY  CRAIG  MESSIMER  ll/9/l922  - 

and  , 

Betty  Jo  Simms  b  •  5/26/1925 

b.  at  Henryetta,  Okmulgee  County,  Oklahoma 
f.  William  Valentine  Simms 
m.  Catherine  Williams 

Were  married  9/10/1945 

m.  at  Williams,  Coconino  County,  Arizona 

Children : 

Allan  Royce  Messimer  "b .  9/lO/l946  - 

b.  at  Bell,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 

Linda  Rakell  Messimer  1.  9/9/1948  - 

b.  at  Inglewood,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 
Donna  Catherine  Messimer  b.  5/25/1950  - 

b.  at  Torrance,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 
David  Bruce  Messimer  b.  5/20/1954  - 

b.  at  Torrance,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 

This  family  are  members  of  the  First  Methodist  Church. 


f 


Both  Roy  Craig  and  Betty  Jo  are  active  workers  with  their  P.T.A. 

Allan  has  a  match  book  collection. 

Roy  Craig  Messimer  had  polio.  After  seven  years  of  inactivity,  although  still* 
crippled,  returned  to  work  as  a  clerk  with  the  North  American  Aircraft  Company! 
of  California.  His  duties  were  with  the  purchasing  department. 

***** 

MARION  RUTH  MESSIMER  (Tot)  b.  n/9/1922  - 

and 

Lyle  Edward  Brunson  b.  4/6/1924 

b.  at  Waterloo,  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa 
f.  Clifford  Brunson 
m.  Helen  Roethler 

Were  married  l/4/l946 

m.  at  Cleandle,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 
Children:  [ 

Bonnie  Sue  Brunson  b.  4/3/1948 

b.  at  Inglewood,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 
Janet  Lynn  Brunson  b.  9/24/l950  - 

b.  at  Inglewood,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 


This  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Ascension  Church, 

Marion  Ruth  likes  to  work  with  art,  she  likes  her  piano  for  music.  He  likes 
intricate  sewing. 


Lyle  Edward  has  a  hobby  he  makes  pay  off  in  money.  He  is  good  at  watch  repair 
work.  He  also  likes  woodwork. 
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Marion  Ruth  is  a  member  of  the  P.T.A. 

Lyle  Edward  enlisted  January  9,  1943  in  Military  Service.  He  was  a  Tec.  S. 
Served  as  teletype  operator;  most  of  this  service  was  in  Italy.  He  was  dis¬ 
charged  November  5,  1945.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Management  Club  of  North 
American  Aviation,  Inc. 


After  his  service,  he  was  with  the  North  American  Aircraft  Company  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  in  the  capacity  of  foreman. 


The  children,  Bonnie  and  Janet,  are  active  in  Girl  Scout  and  Brownie  work. 


*  *  *  *  * 


LEONA  MARGARET  MESSIMER 
and 

Calvin  Arch  Groom 

b.  at  Gower,  Missouri 
f.  James  Samuel  Groom 
m.  Josephine  Fallis  Graves 

Were  married 

m.  at  Argentine,  Kansas 

Child: 


b.  10/15/1892  - 
b.  10/6/1888  - 


7/26/1911 


Carlton  Argene  Groom  b.  7/30/1912 

b.  at  Kansas  City,  Kansas 

Leona  and  Carlton  Groom  divorced  2/10/1927. 


LEONA  MESSIMER  GROOM  b.  10/15/1892  - 

and 

Pete  Halsey  b.  10/l5/l892  - 

1  Were  married  9/8/1927 

"No  children.  Leona  and  Pete  divorced  4/8/1929  in  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas. 

LEONA  GROOM  HALSEY  b.  10/l5/l892  - 

and 

Arsen  Le  Blue  b.  2/4/I89O 

Were  married  7/5/1930 

No  children.  Leona  and  Arsen  divorced  8/5/1940  in  Los  Angeles  County,  California. 

LEONA  GROOM  HALSEY  LE  BLUE  b.  10/l5/l892  - 

and 

Rudolph  Sigfred  Young  b.  4/27/189 6 

b.  at  Stanton,  Iowa 
f.  Claus  Young 
m.  Hilma  Christina  Johanson 
Were  married  9/26/1942 

m.  at  Kansas  City,  Leavemvorth  County,  Kansas 

This  couple  are  members  of  the  Seventh  Lay  Adventist  Church. 

Rudolph  (or  Rudy)  is  a  sheet  metal  worker 

,r  His  hobby  is  lapidary  work. 
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CARLTON  ARLENE  GROOM 
and 

Hilda  Bernice  Kuhn 
Were  married 
Adopted  a  son, 

Robert  Anthony  Groom 


7/30/1912  - 

b.  8/27/1913  - 
12/2/1933 

b.  l/l/l941  - 


Their  own  son, 

Stanley  Allen  Groom 

Carlton  and  Hilda  Groom 
Missouri . 


b.  6/21/1946  - 

divorced  8/2/1951  St.  Louis, 


St.  Louis  County, 


l\v 


CARLTON  ARLENE  GROOM 
and 

Helen  Uel  Gatlin  (Mrs.) 

Were  married 

m.  at  St.  Louis,  St. 
Mrs.  Gatlin's  sons: 

Norman  Eugene  Gatlin 

Kenneth  Ray  Gatlin 


b.  7/30/1912  - 

b.  n/25/1913  - 
n/16/1951 

Louis  County,  Missouri 

b.  10/6/1934 
b.  10/23/1940 


Norman  Eugene  Gatlin 
and 

Mary  Michael  Zollman 
Were  married 


b.  10/6/1934 
b.  8/28/1937 


***** 


b.  6/1/1866  -  d.  11/5/1956 
b.  3/10/1856  -  d.  4/8/1914 


ELIZABETH  EFFIE  WHITCOMB 

and 

Charles  Lyman  Church 

b.  in  New  Hampshire 
f* .  Henry  Church  (b.  12/l5/l8l6  in  Canada.  Lied  in  Richardson 

Nebraska, 
m.  Lydia  Lay 

Were  married  l/lO/l866 

m.  at  Humboldt,  Richardson  County,  Nebraska  (?) 

Children : 


b.  12/15/1887  -  d.  Il/l0/l896 


Margaret  Lydia  Church 

Gail  Henry  Church  b.  1/25/I89O  -  d.  12/17/1954 

b.  at  Richardson  County,  Nebraska 
Max  Olney  Church  b.  6/3/1899 

b.  at  LuBois,  Pawnee  County,  Nebraska 
Gertrude  Leota  Church  b.  8/l/l902 

b.  at  LuBois,  Pawnee  County,  Nebraska 
Lillian  Marjorie  Church  b.  3/28/1910 


Couni f 


Throughout  his  married  life  Charles  Lyman  Church  was  a  fine  carpenter  and 
cabinet  maker.  He  had  many  men  working  under  him  at  different  times,  including 
often,  some  of  his  own  relatives. 

Margaret  Lydia  Church's  remains  rest  in  the  Evergreen  Cemetery,  Houston,  Harri. 
County,  Texas.  Lot  17,  Sec.  A,  Subd.  1. 


Both  Charles'  and  Effie  Church's  remains  are  in  the  LuBois  Cemetery,  Pawnee 
County,  Nebraska. 
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GAIL  HENRY  CHURCH  b.  1/25/1890  -  d.  12/17/1954 

and 

Hattie  Alice  McNulty  b.  3/19/IQ98  - 

b.  near  Oketo,  Marshall  County,  Kansas 
f.  Peter  McNulty  b.  7/22/1858  -  in  Canada 

m.  Pearl  Louise  Coleman  b.  8/19/1864  -  in  Sugarloaf,  Brooks  Co., 
Kansas . 

Were  married  l/4/l925 

m.  at  Marysville,  Marshall  County,  Kansas 

Children : 

Infant  son  David  Church  b.  2/4/1927  -  d.  2/4/1927 

b.  at  DuBois,  Pawnee  County,  Nebraska 
Vonda  Lee  Church  b.  9/16/192B- 

b.  at  Pawnee,  Pawnee  County,  Nebraska 
Charles  Richard  Church  b.  2/4/1932  -  d.  2/l2/l932 

b.  at  Pawnee,  Pawnee  County,  Nebraska 
Darlene  Pearl  Dukes  Church  b.  8/7/1923  - 

b.  at  Maryville,  Marshall  County,  Kansas 
f.  Jesse  Lester  Dukes  of  Atlanta,  Georgia 
m.  Maudie  May  McNulty,  b.  near  Oketo,  Kansas  5/30/1895* 

Darlene  adopted  by  Gay  and  Hattie  Church  8/8/1951*  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Hattie's  sister  and  husband  Jesse. 

Gay  Church,  like  his  father,  was  a  carpenter. 

His  remains  rest  in  the  Evergreen  Cemetery,  Colorado  Springs,  El  Paso  County, 
Col orado . 


His  infant  sons,  David  and  Charles,  were  placed  in  the  DuBois  Cemetery,  DuBois, 
Pawnee  County,  Nebraska. 


Gay  Church  was  the  older  child  of  his 
the  age  of  24  when  his  father  died, 
ntl  and  two  sisters. 


family  and  became  head  of  the  house  at 
He  did  much  for  his  mother,  his  brother 


After  his  marriage  to  Hattie  McNulty,  he  kept  on  looking  out  for  others  as  well 
as  his  own  family.  He  had  his  father-in-law  within  his  home  for  ten  or  twelve 
years,  until  the  older  gent's  death.  He  legally  adopted  Hattie's  niece,  Darlene, 
and  had  Darlene's  brother  with  them  for  a  considerable  time,  as  well.  He  raised 
other  of  Hattie's  nieces  and  nephews. 


It  might  be  said  his  hobby  was  "doing  for  others". 

***** 


b.  8/7/1923  - 


DARLENE  PEARL  (DUKES)  CHURCH 
and 

Charles  Edward  Zezula  b.  II/21/I9I8  - 

b.  at  Liberty  Center,  Indiana 
f.  Marten  Zezula,  born  in  Czechoslovakia 
m.  Leota  ,  born  in  Indiana 

n/15/1944 


Were  married 

m.  at  Colorado  Springs,  El  Paso  County,  Colorado 

Children : 

Ronald  Lee  Zezula  d.  4/29/1945  - 

b.  at  Colorado  Springs,  El  Paso  County,  Colorado 

Galynn  Martin  Zezula  d.  8/7/1953 

b.  at  Colorado  Springs,  El  Paso  County,  Colorado 
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Charles  E.  Zezula  owned  and  operated  a  busy  automobile  repair  garage  in  Colorad 
Springs,  Colorado.  His  hobbies  are  mainly  hunting  and  fishing.  He  is  a  man 
who  likes  his  fellowman  and  has  a  way  of  making  them  quickly  like  him. 


VONDA  LEE  CHURCH 
and 

Hubert  Brooks 
b 
f 
m 

Were  married 

m 

Children ; 


***** 

b.  9/16/1928  - 


b.  2/8/1919 

at  Moran,  Shackelford  County,  Texas 
Sam  Brooks 
Hortense  Wayne 

1/25/1949 

at  Moran,  Shackelford  County,  Texas 


David  Hubert  Brooks  b.  ll/2/l949  - 

b.  at  Colorado  Springs,  El  Paso  County,  Colorado 
Bonnie  Gale  Brooks  b.  9/l7/l952  - 

b.  at  Colorado  Springs,  El  Paso  County,  Colorado 
Gary  Max  Brooks  b.  4/ll/l955  - 

b.  at  Colorado  Springs,  El  Paso  County,  Colorado 
Randy  Gay  Brooks  b.  12/l8/l957- 

b.  at  Puyallup,  Pierce  County,  Washington 

Hubert  Brooks  works  with  the  Bell  Telephone  Company.  In  1958  &  59  he  was 
stationed  in  Puyallup,  Washington. 


***** 

b.  8/l/l902 


GERTRUDE  LEOTA  CHURCH 
and 

Charles  Avery  Masten  b.  6/7/I889 

b.  at  Denver,  Denver  County,  Colorado 

f.  Charles  Jacob  Masten,  b.  2/23/I84I  in  Kingston,  New  York, 
m.  Anna  Avery,  b.  6/14/I887  in  Oakhill,  New  York. 

Were  married  9/5/1925 

m.  at  Ft.  Collins,  Larimer  County,  Colorado. 

In  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Children  ; 


S 


Zoe  Avery  Masten  b  7/22/1929 

b.  at  Denver,  Denver  County,  Colorado 
Charles  Church  Whitcomb  Masten  b.  8/29/1959  - 

(Called  "Whit")  b.  at  Denver,  Denver  County,  Colorado 


Gertrude  Church  Masten  finished  her  Registered  Nurse's  training  and  was  a  nurse 
at  the  Remington  Arms  Plant  during  World  War  II. 


Charles  ( known  as  Chuck)  Masten  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  and  belongs  to 
the  Shrine. 


His  occupation  was  always  that  of  a  Civil  Engineer.  While  with  the  "Reclamatio 
Service",  all  work  for  bigger  western  dams  went  through  his  office;  among  other 
was  the  Hoover  Dam. 


Zoe  Masten  was  later  with  Civil  Service. 


ZOE  AVERY  MASTEN 
and 

Jack  Davis  Larson 


***** 

b.  7/22/1929 


b.  12/21/1929- 
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b . 
f . 
m. 

Were  married 

m. 


Children : 


at  Aitkin,  Aitkin  County,  Minnesota 
Albert  Larson 
Irene  Davis 

3/26/1950 

at  Denver,  Denver  County,  Colorado 
In  St.  Marks  Episcopal  Church. 


Douglas  Kurt  Larson  b.  2/2/1951  - 

b.  at  Boulder,  Boulder  County,  Colorado 
Michael  Scott  Larson  b.  2/8/1952  - 

b.  at  Boulder,  Boulder  County,  Colorado 

These  two  children  were  born  in  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  Hospital  at  Boulder. 
In  1959  Jack  was  going  to  school  studying  Business  Administration.  He  worked 
one  day  a  month  for  the  D.N.R.G.  Railroad,  in  order  to  hold  his  seniority. 


Zoe  worked  for  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  while  her  husband  was  in 
school . 


*  *  *  *  * 


MAX  OLNEY  CHURCH 
and 

Christina  Volz 


b.  at  Dawson, 
f.  Joseph  Volz 
m.  Anna  Marie 


Were  married 


b.  6/3/1899  - 

b.  10/20/1898  - 
Richardson  County,  Nebraska 

Kopf .  Both  parents  German  born. 

6/4/1927 


m.  at  New  Kirk,  May  County,  Oklahoma 


No  children. 


Max  Church  dropped  the  name  of  Olney. 


For  the  greater  part  of  his  married  life  he  worked  as  cashier  of  the  DuBois , 
Nebraska,  Bank. 


In  addition  to  his  banking  duties,  on  his  off  hours  he  does  bookkeeping  for 
many  of  the  DuBois  business  houses. 


His  hobby  is  collecting  stamps,  guns  and  bullets. 


Christina  likes  as  her  hobby,  cooking  and  gardening. 

*  *  *  *  * 

CLAUDE  FRANCIS  WHITCOMB  b.  7/9/1869  -  d.  5/20/1906 

and 

Robena  Elizabeth  Kilburn  b.  8/27/I878- 

b.  at  Nevada  (later  Laredo)  Livingston  County,  Missouri 
f.  Jesse  Kilburn 
m.  Elizabeth  Anderson 

Were  married  6/l6/l894 

m.  at  Orfino,  Nebraska 

Children : 


Olney  Guy  Whitcomb 

b.  near  Orfino, 
Loyd  Earl  Whitcomb 

b.  near  Orfino, 
Felva  Blanche  Whitcomb 

b.  near  Meeker, 


b.  7/7/1895  -  d. 

Nebraska 

b.  4/24/1897- 

Nebraska 

b.  3/23/1901- 

Rio  Blanco  County,  Colorado 


7/9/1895 
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LLOYD  EARL  WHITCOMB  b.  4/24/1897  - 

and 

Ursula  Love  Perry  b.  6/ 17/1905  - 

b.  at  Somers,  Somers  County,  Massachussetts 
f.  George  Slater  Perry 
m.  Tillie  Montjoy 

Were  married  l/l8/l925  (?) 

m.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 

Children  s 


Rose  Edith  Whitcomb 

b .  at  Premont , 
Robert  Howard  Whitcomb 

b.  at  Premont, 
Claude  Perry  Whitcomb 

b.  at  Premont, 


b.  9/28/1951  - 

Kleberg  County,  Texas 

b.  9/21/1955  - 

Kleberg  County,  Texas 

b.  8/25/1945  - 

Kleberg  County,  Texas 


Lloyd  Whitcomb  lost  his  father  when  he  was  only  9  years  old.  Thereafter  he 
made  his  home  with  his  Whitcomb  grandparents  until  the  time  of  his  marriage. 


r 


After  his  marriage  he  tried  many  ways  of  making  a  living;  among  others,  truck 
driver  on  freight  line,  operating  a  dairy,  running  a  farm,  a  restaurant,  sellir 
lawnmowers ,  operating  a  fleet  of  ballpoint  pen  vending  machines,  and  was  once 
a  sales  agent  for  house  trailers.  He  and  his  wife  made  their  home  in  several 
localities  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  in  Texas,  and  in  different  locations  in 
in  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma. 

His  hobby  was  experimenting. 

Ursula  claimed  for  a  hobby  her  neat  crochet  which  she  turned  out  in  many 
patterns . 

***** 

ROBERT  HOWARD  WHITCOMB  b.  9/21/1933  - 

Not  married. 


ROBERT  WHITCOMB  finished  his  first  7  years  of  schooling  at  Premont,  Texas. 
He  got  his  8th  grade  and  high  school  work  at  Bentonville,  Arkansas.  This  was 
followed  with  four  and  a  half  years  of  college  work  at  Fayetteville,  Arkansas. 

He  aspires  to  become  a  Certified  Public  Accountant. 

This  school  work  was  interrupted  September  23,  1954  when  he  entered  Mili¬ 
tary  Training.  He  took  his  first  training  with  the  U.  S.  Army  at  Fort  Gordon, 
Georgia.  While  taking  his  basic  infantry  training,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Trainee's  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps.  Eight  weeks  passed  and  he  was  transferred  to 
Ft.  Sam  Houston  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  he  remained  eight  weeks  for  Medica 
Basic.  From  there  to  Camp  Kilmer,  New  Jersey,  from  where  he  proceeded  for  over 
seas  duty.  He  arrived  in  Bremenhaven,  Germany,  thence  by  train  to  Zweibrucken , 
Germany,  to  receive  orders  for  his  next  destination.  It  proved  to  be  Krabben- 
loch  Kaserne  in  Ludswigburg,  Germany.  Here  he  was  a  dental  assistant  for  five 
and  a  half  months. 

At  the  end  of  that  time  his  unit,  the  574th  Medical  Detachment  of  the  30th 
Medical  Group  of  7th  Army,  was  transferred  to  Ludendorff  Kaserne  in  Kornwesthei, 
Germany.  There  he  remained  for  the  balance  of  his  eighteen  and  a  half  months  o 
duty  in  Europe.  His  duties  were  many.  Besides  being  the  doctor's  assistant,  h 
was  a  Surgical  Technician,  Laboratory  Technician,  Pharmacist,  Clerk- typist  and 
a  Medical  Records  Specialist. 

He  participated  in  the  NATO  maneuvers  and  other  field  problems. 
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The  cities  and  countries  he  visited  during  his  stay  in  Europe  were: 

.In  Germany--Frankfurt ,  Stuttegart,  Heidelburg  (College  for  Student  Princes  and 
Barons),  Munich,  (October  Beer  Fest),  Garmisch,  East  and  West  Berlin,  Hamburg. 
In  France--Par is ,  Nice.  Italy--Genoa ,  Rome,  Naples,  Pompeii,  Pisa,  and  Venice. 
Luxembourg- -Luxembourg.  Belgium--Brussels ,  Bastonge,  (Battle  of  the  Bulge)  and 
Ostende.  England--London ,  Dover,  Warwick  and  Stratford  on  Avon.  Holland-- 
Gravenbage,  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam.  Denmark--Copenhagen .  Sweden--Lund ,  Malo , 
and  Southern  Sweden.  Austria--Insbrucken.  Swi tzerland--Zurich ,  Bern,  and 
Geneva. 

Robert  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a  member  of  the  Sigma  Phi 

Epsilom. 

Plans  after  his  graduation  are  to  try  for  a  favorable  location  in  Houston, 
Texas  v/here  he  may  work  himself  up  as  one  of  the  better  Certified  Public  Ac¬ 
countants.  (As  of  March  1959*) 

***** 

ROSE  EDITH  WHITCOMB  b.  9/28/1931  - 

and 

:  Rex  Michael  Bertschy  b.  12/l6/l926- 

.in  b.  at  Bentonville,  Benton  County,  Arkansas 

f.  Ernest  Michael  Bertschy 
m.  Emaline 

Were  married  8/31/195O 

m.  at  Bentonville,  Benton  County,  Arkansas 

Child: 

Jacqueline  Love  Bertschy  b.  10/29/1953- 

b.  at  Oklay,  Logan  County,  Kansas 

Rex  and  Rose  Bertschy  were  divorced  6/28/1956 

Coon  after  the  final  separation,  Rose's  father  helped  her  buy  a  home.  Her 
nother  and  father  lived  with  her,  the  mother  looking  after  her  child  while  Rose 
took  a  position  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 


th 


***** 


FELVA  BLANCHE  WHITCOMB 
and 

Cra  Oliver  McClain 


b 


Here  married 


b 

f 

m 

L 

m 


at  Nettleton,  Missouri 
William  Nicholas  McClain 
Nancy  June  Cox 


3/23/1901  - 

9/16/1899  - 


at  Hamilton,  Caldwell 


9/12/1919 

County,  Missouri 


rhis  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  They 
Jeneral  Store  at  Weatherby,  Missouri.  Her  hobbies  are 


urith  her  flowers, 
hildren : 

These  children  born  at  Nettleton, 
Keith  Eugene  McClain 
Kenneth  Whitcomb  McClain 
eii Billy  Francis  McClain 
oiElloyd  Dean  McClain 
hfLuAna  Eloise  McClain 
Jackie  Dale  McClain 
Jilla  Dean  McClain 

b.  at  Hamilton 


owned  and  operated  a 
crocheting  and  working 
She  also  makes  a  home  for  her  mother  with  her. 


Missouri 

b . 
b . 
b. 
b . 
b . 
b . 
b . 


8/19/1920 
2/27/1922 

5/15/1923 

9/27/1924 

8/11/1926 

n/3/1927 
5/8/1934 

Caldwell  County,  Missouri 


-  a.  5/15/1925 


in 


KEITH  EUGENE  McCLAIN  b*  8/19/1920  - 

Julia  Mary  Barker  10  •  9/20/1921 

b.  Coggin,  Linn  County,  Iowa 
f.  Leslie  John  Barker 
m.  Edna  Shatzel 

Were  married  ll/ll/l946 

m.  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Linn  County,  Iowa 

Children : 

William  Eugene  McClain  h.  6/l2/l947 

b.  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Linn  County,  Iowa 
Linda  Lee  McClain  1-  6/3/1948 

b.  at  Omaha,  Douglas  County,  Nebraska 
Patricia  Louise  McClain  h.  5/3 0/x 9 

b.  at  Kansas  City,  Jackson  County,  Missouri 

Keith  attended  Hamilton,  Missouri  Grade  School,  High  Scnool,  and  Jr.  College. 
He  played  trumpet  in  high  school  and  in  Jr.  College  band  and  Glee  Club.  Sang 
with  the  male  quartet.  At  N.E.  Iowa  Jr.  College  he  was  champion  pole  vault 

winner . 

He  had  three  years  in  the  Army  Air  Force  Band,  one  year  overseas  as  Sergeant 
in  the  Infantry  Replacement  Center. 

At  present  (1959)  he  is  an  Industrial  Laundry  Supervisor,  also  works  with  his 
music.  Has  a  small  dance  band  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

***** 


b.  2/27/1922 


KENNETH  WHITCOMB  McCLAIN 
and 

Marjorie  May  Bathgate  b.  4/24/1926 

b.  at  Kidder,  Caldwell  County,  Missouri 
f.  James  Boulton  Bathgate 
m.  Mary  Avis  Bryant 

Were  married  7/3/1946 

m.  at  Troy,  Doniphan  County,  Kansas 

Children : 

Ronnie  Ken  McClain  b.  3/25/1947 

b.  at  Hamilton,  Caldwell  County,  Missouri 
Jerry  Lee  McClain  b.  4/6/1948 

b.  at  Hamilton,  Caldwell  County,  Missouri 
Kristy  Ann  McClain  b.  4/22/1951 

b.  at  Cameron,  Clinton  County,  Missouri 

Kenneth  finished  Hamilton  High  School,  Hamilton,  Missouri.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  high  school  football  and  basketball  teams. 

He  was  two  years  with  the  U.S.  Army  -  Company  A,  244th  Engnrs .  Combat  Bn. 

After  military  service  he  became  a  machinist  for  Westinghouse  Corporation  at 
Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

***** 

BILLY  FRANCIS  McCLAIN  b.  5/15/1923  - 

and 

Marjorie  Eleanor  Logan  b.  4/25/1925 

b.  at  Richmond,  Ray  County,  Missouri 
f.  Floyd  (NMl)  Pennington 
m.  Gertrude  Chloe  Graybill 
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Were  married 

m.  at  Hamilton, 

Children : 


3/5/1950 

Caldwell  County,  Missouri 


Sabrina  Marie  McClain  b.  4/9 /l 956 

b.  at  Harr is onville ,  Cass  County,  Missouri 

Billy  Francis  attended  Nettleton  and  Hamilton  High  Schools  at  Hamilton, 
Missouri.  He  had  six  years  in  the  sohool  band  playing  trombone. 

He  took  an  active  part  in  high  school  basketball  and  soft  ball. 


He  was  two  years  with  the  Army  Air  Force  -  postal  division  (overseas)  Sergeant. 
After  military  service  he  became  Parts  and  Service  Manager  for  the  Ford  dealer 
at  Harrisonville ,  Missouri. 


*  *  *  *  * 


LUANA  ELOISE  McCLAIN 
and 

Robert  Wayne  Crowley 

b.  at  Polo, 
f.  Floyd  C. 
m.  Lillian 

Were  married 


b.  8/ll/l926  - 

b.  12/12/1928- 
Caldwell  County,  Missouri 
Crowley 

Leverta  Holman  Crowley 

2/7/1948 


m.  at  Hamilton,  Caldwell  County,  Missouri 


s  LuAna  attended  the  Hamilton  Grade  and  High  School  at  Hamilton,  Missouri. 
She  had  one  year  with  the  Glee  Club  while  in  high  school.  Was  very  adroit 
in  her  school  gymnastics. 


Her  husband  served  two  years  in  the  U.S.  Army  (2/1/1952-2/1/1954)  as  Private 
First  Class.  Now  he  owns  and  operates  his  own  "Crowley's  Service  Station" 
at  Lawson,  Missouri. 

LuAna  Eloise  works  in  the  Lawson  Bank. 

Children : 


lichard  Wayne  Crowley  b.  1/20/1955 

b.  at  Cameron  Community  Hospital,  Cameron,  Missouri.  (Her  parents 

were  living  at  Hamilton,  Missouri,  at  the  time.) 

***** 

1AUL  FRANCES  WHITCOMB  BENSCHOTER 

^or  further  history  of  Maud  Whitcomb,  her  marriage,  her  family,  etc.,  see  sheet 

m  Francis  Marion  Benschoter 

***** 

POLIVER  BROWN  WHITCOMB  b.  8/3/I87I  -  d.  6/21/1932 

ind 

dances  Marie  Stenner  b.  12/20/1879  -  d.  9/19/1958 

f.  Anton  Stenner 
m.  Clementine  Lang 

fere  married  8/6/1899 

Children : 


Phelma  Leona  Whitcomb  b.  7/11/1900  - 

b.  at  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas 
tfargaret  Clarice  Whitcomb  b.  3/28/1902 

b.  at  DuBois,  Pawnee  County,  Nebraska 
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Leota  Clementine  Whitcomb  ^ •  10/l3/l903  -  d.  6/l7/l921 

b.  at  DuBois,  Pawnee  County,  Nebraska 

Gleela  Maude  Whitcomb  ^ •  7/29/l905 

b.  at  DuBois,  Pawnee  County,  Nebraska 

Jessie  Evelyn  Whitcomb  ^ •  9/25/1907 

b.  at  DuBois,  Pawnee  County,  Nebraska 
Frances  Marie  Whitcomb  "b  •  10/l3/l909 

b.  at  DuBois,  Pawnee  County,  Nebraska 

Toliver  and  Frances  divorced  at  Fayetteville,  Washington  County,  Arkansas. 

Leota's  death  came  after  an  operation  for  appendicitis.  Her  remains  rest  in 
the  cemetery  out  of  Greenland,  near  Fayetteville,  Arkansas. 

Toliver  Brown  Whitcomb’s  death  came  at  Riviera,  Texas.  Suicide.  His  remains 
rest  in  the  Riviera  Cemetery,  Riviera,  Kleberg  County,  Texas.  The  epitaph 
written  for  him  by  his  brother,  Bird  Whitcomb,  reads  "This  life  was  truly 
sacrificed  for  supposed  friends." 

***** 

MARGARET  CLARICE  WHITCOMB  b.  3/28/1902  - 

and 

Arthur  Owen  Roberts  b.  5/13/1907  - 

b.  at  Blackwell,  Kay  County,  Oklahoma 
f.  Frank  Logston  Roberts 
m.  Effie  Marie  Murphy 

Were  married  1/24/1931 

m.  at  Fayetteville,  Washington  County,  Arkansas 

Children : 

Darrell  Roe  Roberts  b.  9/l4/l932  - 

b.  at  Fayetteville,  Washington  County,  Arkansas 
Geneane  Claire  Roberts  b.  5/8/1935 

b.  at  Fayetteville,  Washington  County,  Arkansas 

This  family  belongs  to  the  Church  of  Christ. 

For  many  years  of  their  married  life,  Clarice  and  Arthur  Roberts  owned  their 
home  and  lived  at  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  County,  Texas.  Arthur  was  employed 
by  the  Altgelt  Construction  Company  and  enjoyed  the  position  of  Field  Office 
Manager  -  Coordinator  -  Expediter. 


DARRELL  ROE  ROBERTS 
and 

Maxine  Belue 


***** 

1.  9/14/1932  - 


Were  married 


Children : 


b.  5/4/1932  - 

b.  at  Columbus,  Foxvirorth  County,  Mississippi 
f.  Aubrey  Curtis  Belue 
m.  Grace 

3/12/1955 

m.  at  Columbus ,  Foxworth  County,  Mississippi 


Curt  Enmon  Roberts  b.  3/ll/l956  - 

b.  at  Wichita  Falls,  Wichita  County,  Texas 
Craig  Arthur  Roberts  b.  8/15/1957  - 

b.  at  Columbus,  Foxworth  County,  Mississippi 
Russell  Ward  Roberts  b.  9/7/1958 

b,  at  Greggton,  Upsur  County,  Texas 

This  family  belongs  to  the  Church  of  Christ.  Darrell  sometimes  acts  as  Pastoi 
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GENEANE  CLAIRE  ROBERTS  b.  5/8/1935  - 

and 

James  Stanley  McMullen  b.  9/1/1935 

b.  in  Oregon 
Adopted  son 
Adopted  father 
Adopted  mother 

Were  married  1 /2 9/l 9 5 5 

m.  at  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  County,  Texas 

Children : 

Shirley  Marie  McMullen  b.  Il/l6/l957 

b.  at  Blythe,  Riverside  County,  California 

This  family  belongs  to  the  Church  of  Christ. 

***** 

GLEELA  MAUD  WHITCOMB  b.  7/29/1905  - 

and 

Rollo  Roy  Wilson  b.  12/7/I896  - 

b.  at  Greenland,  Washington  County,  Arkansas 
Were  married  IO/8/1924 

Children : 

Rollo  Edward  Wilson  b,  9/2/1925 

b.  at  Greenland,  Washington  County,  Arkansas 
Barbara  Lynn  Wilson  b.  8/l9/l927  - 

b.  at  Riviera,  Kleberg  County,  Texas 
Jacqueline  Jean  Wilson  b.  4/10/1929  - 

b.  at  Riviera,  Kleberg  County,  Texas 
Joan  Geraldine  Wilson  b.  4/l3/l930  - 

b.  at  Ponca  City,  Kay  County,  Oklahoma 

This  family  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church. 


Rollo  works  for  the  City  Service 
Chief  Engineer. 

ROLLO  EDWARD  WILSON 
and 

Dixie  Lucile  Brian 
Were  married 

m.  at  Ponca  City,  Kay 

Children : 

Peggy  Catheryn  Wilson 

b.  at  Ponca  City,  Kay 


Oil  Company  and  enjoys  the  position  of 

***** 

t.  9/2/1925  - 

b.  2/28/1928  - 
10/4/1947 

County,  Oklahoma 

b.  2/18/1949  - 

County,  Oklahoma 


***** 

BARBARA  LYNN  WILSON  b.  8/l9/l927  - 

and 

John  L.  Pappan  h.  3/7/1927 

b.  at  New  Kirk,  Kay  County,  Oklahoma 
Were  married  5/3l/l947 

Children : 

Marta  Lou  Pappan  b.  6/lO/l949  - 

b.  at  Stillwater,  Payne  County,  Oklahoma 
Paula  Lynn  Pappan  b.  8/l6/l952  - 

b.  at  Poston,  Arizona 
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Jane lie  Louise  Pap pan 

b.  at  Parker 


b.  10/12/1955  - 
Juma  County,  Arizona 


*  *  *  *  * 


JACQUELINE  JEAN  WILSON 
and 

Billy  Bob  Hinton 

b.  at  Ponca  City, 

Were  married 
Children : 


b.  4/IO/1929  - 

b.  7/2/1926 
Kay  County,  Oklahoma 

12/27/1947 


Steven  Allen  Hinton 

b.  at  Ponca 
Jean  Ann  Hinton 

b.  at  Ponca 
Glenn  Edward  Hinton 

b.  at  Ponca 
Bill  Gregory  Hinton 

b.  at  Ponca 


t>.  3/6/1949 

City,  Kay  County,  Oklahoma 

b.  2/27/1950  - 

City,  Kay  County,  Oklahoma 

b.  9/26/1952  - 

City,  Kay  County,  Oklahoma 

b.  11/8/1957  - 

City,  Kay  County,  Oklahoma 


***** 

JOAN  GERALDINE  WILSON  b.  4/13/193O  - 

and 

Chester  Marvin  Brooks  b.  8/ll/l925 

b.  at  Lake  Charles,  Calcasieu  Parish,  Louisiana 
Were  married  7/l2/l950 

Children : 


Douglas  Lee  Brooks 

b.  at  Lake  Charles, 
Gail  Ann  Brooks 

b.  at  Lake  Charles, 


b.  10/28/1921  - 
Calcasieu  Parish,  Louisiana 

b.  5/25/1954  - 

Calcasieu  Parish,  Louisiana 


***** 

JESSIE  EVELYN  WHITCOMB  b.  9/25/1907  - 

and 

Horace  Edel  Wright  b.  4/l8/l908 

b.  Elgin,  Williamson  County,  Texas 
f.  Barney  Eldridge  Wright 
m.  May  Eleanor  McClintock 

Were  married  l/30/l932 

m.  at  San  Diego,  Duval  County,  Texas 

Child: 

E.  Ronald  Wright  b.  3/28/1940 

b.  at  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  County,  Texas 

Jessie  and  Horace  Wright  divorced  4/29/1951  at  Kerrville,  Kerr  County,  Texas. 


JESSIE  WHITCOMB  WRIGHT  b.  9/25/1907  - 

and 

Wylie  Enmon  Lovelady,  Jr.  b.  ll/8/l918 

b.  at  Montague  County,  Texas 
f.  Wylie  Enmon  Lovelady 
m.  Mary  Ruth  Philpott 

Were  married  2/15/1953 

m.  at  Dallas,  Dallas  County,  Texas 

When  Jessie  and  Enmon  were  married,  he  had  a  son  by  a  former  marriage: 

Donald  Prank  Lovelady  b.  7 /l 3 /l 939 
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b.  at  Big  Spring,  Howard  County,  Texas 

ill 

This  family  belongs  to  the  Church  of  Christ. 

Jessie’s  hobby  is  painting,  using  pastels  as  a  medium. 

Enmon  likes  woodwork.  Delights  in  making  cabinets  of  an  intricate  pattern, 
tables,  etc.  He  is  also  a  photograph  enthusiast.  He  is  a  brakeman  with  the 
railroad . 

Jessie  attended  grade  school  at  Riviera,  Texas  and  at  Fayetteville,  Arkansas; 
high  school  in  Greenland,  Arkansas ;  normal  school  at  the  University  of  Arkansas ; 
business  college  at  Draughns  at  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 

Enmon  had  his  grade  and  high  schooling  at  the  Abilene  Christian  College  Academy. 
His  college  was  the  Abilene  Christian  College. 

Ronald  had  his  grade  school  in  Kerrville,  Texas,  his  junior  high  and  high  school 
work  at  Odessa,  Texas,  and  at  present  (1959)  he  is  attending  Abilene  Christian 
College . 

Donald,  this  year  (1959 ),  is  taking  his  Junior  year  at  the  North  Texas  State 
Teacher's  College  in  Denton,  Texas. 


***** 

FRANCES  MARIE  WHITCOMB  b.  IO/13/1909- 

and 

Elbert  Clinton  Ferguson  b.  I/15/I897  - 

b.  at  Hawkeye,  Pulaski  County,  Missouri 
Were  married  IO/24/1942 

m.  at  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  County,  Texas 

Child: 

Carolyn  Kay  Ferguson  b.  7/2/1944 

b.  at  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  County,  Texas 

This  family  belongs  to  the  Church  of  Christ. 

Clinton  has  done  work  in  the  church  with  the  younger  people.  In  their  church, 
no  instrument  is  used  in  their  worship.  At  one  time  (1936-I939)  he  had  a  chorus 
of  young  people  numbering  30.  To  hold  interest  with  such  a  chorus  of  young 
people  and  no  piano  is  quite  commendable. 

His  occupation  at  one  time  was  selling  Life  Insurance.  Early  in  his  married 
life  his  health  became  impaired  to  such  an  extent  that  an  occupation  was  diffi¬ 
cult  . 

Frances  worked  as  secretary  in  an  insurance  office.  Her  hobby  was  writing 
'  poetry. 

The  daughter,  Carolyn  Kay,  attended  Hamilton  Junior  High  School  in  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas.  She  v/as  looking  forward  to  her  work  in  W.B.  Ray  High  School 
in  Corpus  when  this  data  was  gathered  (1958)* 

Carolyn's  hobby  seemed  to  be  horses.  She  could  ride  anything  (almost).  This 
year  she  especially  enjoyed  a  registered  Tennessee  Walking  Horse  ring  winner 
of  many  ribbons.  Name  Gallant  Sam. 
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BIKD  ABEN  WHITCOMB 


b.  1/4/1874  - 


and 

Georgia  Anna 


Were  married 


Bobbitt  b.  5/13/1879- 

b.  at  Stella,  Richardson  County,  Nebraska 

f.  Dudley  Isham  Bobbitt  b.  9/23/1838- 

m.  Susan  Harriett  Stratton  b.  l/l8/l848- 

3/20/1898 


m.  at  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas 


d.  11/26/1954 

d.  9/8/1900 


) 

) 


Married  12/31/I867 


Children : 

Aina  Merle  Whitcomb  * •  12/22/1898  - 

b.  at  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas 
Calvin  Lawrence  Whitcomb  b.  2/15/19OO  -  d.  9/0/1900 

b.  at  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas 

Georgia  Bobbitt  Whitcomb,  with  her  seven-month-old  son,  was  visiting  in 
Galveston,  Galveston  County,  Texas,  at  the  time  of  the  great  "1900  Galveston 
Storm".  With  many  hundreds  of  others,  she  and  her  small  son  were  lost.  No 
trace  could  be  found,  although  great  effort  was  made. 


BIRD  ABEN  WHITCOMB  h.  1/4/I874  -  d.  ll/26/l954 

and 

Lillie  Belle  Hawkins  b.  6/14/I886- 

b.  DeWitt,  Saline  County,  Nebraska 
f.  Amos  Hawkins 
m.  Rebecca  Bowers 

Were  married  12/20/1904 

m.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 

Daughter  of  Lillie  Hawkins: 

Eva  Vera  h.  5/7/1904  - 

To  the  marriage  of  Bird  Aben  and  Lillie  Hawkins  Whitcomb,  two  sons  were  born: 

Benjamin  Olney  Whitcomb  b.  12/4/1907-  10/9/1952 

b.  at  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas. 

This  son  was  named  Olney  by  his  Grandmother  Whitcomb.  She  gave 
him  the  name  of  his  Grandfather  Whitcomb. 

Manful  Amos  Whitcomb  b.  2/24/19IO 

b.  at  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas 

Bird  Aben  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Riviera  Cemetery,  Kleberg  County,  Riviera, 

Texas.  He  and  his  family  moved  to  Riviera  in  1910.  A  few  years  before  his 

death,  he  gave  to  each  of  the  girls,  Aina  and  Eva,  a  home  of  their  own.  To 

Manful  he  gave  the  Waterworks  at  Riviera  and  to  the  older  son,  Benjamin,  a 

gift  of  equal  value. 


He  was  a  member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  Church  and  an  active  worker  in 
the  church.  He  contributed  funds  for  the  furtherance  of  his  church’s  radio 
programs,  as  well  as  the  customary  contributions. 

***** 


ALNA 

and 

Jack 


Were 


MERLE  WHITCOMB 

b.  12/22/1898 

Howard  Grant 

b.  1/5/1897 

b.  at  Winters,  Runnels 
f.  John  Harry  Grant 
m.  Mary  Virginia  Grady 

County,  Texas 

married 

11/2/1919 

m.  at  Kingsville,  Kleberg  County,  Texas 
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Children : 

Lawrence  Harry  Grant 

b.  at  Corpus  Christi, 
Jacqueline  Margaret  Grant 

b.  at  Corpus  Christi, 
d.  at  Corpus  Christi, 
Aina  Joyce  Grant 

b.  at  Corpus  Christi, 


b.  10/21/1920  - 
Nueces  County,  Texas 

b.  12/7/1921  -  d.  8/27/1927 

Nueces  County,  Texas 
Nueces  County,  Texas 
b.  6/16/1923  - 

Nueces  County,  Texas 


Aina  and  Howard  Grant  divorced  1 1/ 9/l93 3  at  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  County, 


Texas . 


*  *  *  *  * 


LAWRENCE  HARRY  GRANT  b.  10/2l/l920  - 

and 

Margaret  Lamport 

b.  at  Cambridge,  England 

Were  married  8/9/194-6 

m.  at  Manila,  Philippine  Islands 


Children : 

Loyd  John  Henry  Grant  b.  Il/l0/l947  - 

b.  at  Manila,  Philippine  Islands 
Mary  Jane  Grant  b.  12/l0/l953  - 

b.  at  Portsmouth,  Rockingham  County,  New  Hampshire 
Bruce  Nathan  Worley  Grant  b.  Il/l/l959 

b.  at  London,  England 


Lawrence  Grant  has  been  in  the  Military  Service  since  World  War  II.  He  later 
became  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  USA  Air  Force  and  in  1958  was  placed  with 
"Missiles " . 


***** 

ALNA  JOYCE  GRANT  b.  6/16/1923  - 

and 

Myron  Clyde  Peters  b.  4/23/1923 

b.  at  Plant  City,  Hillsborough  County,  Florida 
f.  William  Joseph  Peters 
m.  George  Lois  Bailey 

Were  married  l/2/l944 

m.  at  Santa  Monica,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 

Children : 

Theresa  Cherie  Peters  b.  Il/l5/l945  - 

b.  at  San  Francisco,  San  Mateo  County,  California 

Joyce  Marie  Peters  b.  5/23/1948 

b.  at  San  Francisco,  San  Mateo  County,  California 

Aina  Joyce  and  Myron  Clyde  Peters  divorced  May  1953  at  Santa  Monica,  Los 

Angeles  County,  California. 


ALNA  JOYCE  GRANT  PETERS  b.  6/ 16/1923  - 

and 

Alton  Leroy  Wilson  b.  9/20/1906 

b.  at  Kansas  City,  Wyandotte  County,  Kansas 
f.  Claude  Leroy  Wilson 
m.  Anna  Gray  DeTilla 

Were  married  5/30/1958 

m.  at  Oakland,  Contra  Costa  County,  California 

Alton  Peters  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  is  a  Plant  Engineer 
at  the  University  of  California,  in  their  Radiation  Laboratory. 
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Alton’s 


Both  Joyce  and  Alton  had  been  married  before  they  married 
children  by  his  previous  wife  are: 


Garth  Hamilton  Wilson 

b.  at  Berkley, 
Bruce  Leroy  Wilson 

b.  at  Berkley, 
Tralee  Helen  Wilson 

b.  at  Berkley, 


b. 

Alameda  County, 

b. 

Alameda  County, 

b. 

Alameda  County, 


4/9/1934  - 

Calif  ornia 

12/18/1939  - 

Calif  ornia 

6/5/1944 

Calif  ornia 


*  *  *  *  * 


EVA  VERA  WHITCOMB 
and 

Ivan  Benjamin  Aiken 

b.  at  Newport, 

Were  married 


b.  5/7/1904  - 
b.  4/19/1897- 

Orleans  County,  Vermont 

5/15/1920 


m.  at  Kingsville,  Kleberg  County,  Texas 


Children : 


each  other. 


Ivan  Benjamin  Aiken  b.  l/3/l923  - 

b.  at  Riviera,  Kleberg  County,  Texas 
Lillie  Herman  Aiken  b.  6/l4/l925- 

b.  at  Riviera,  Kleberg  County,  Texas 


Eva  worked  at  a  cleaning  and  pressing  establishment  in  Houston  for  25  years. 
First  in  capacity  of  clerk,  later  General  Supervisor. 


Outstanding  in  this  girl’s  life  is  her  thoughtfulness  of  others,  especially 
those  at  a  disadvantage,  or  in  trouble. 


Ivan  was  a  cab  driver  in  Houston  many  years. 

***** 

IVAN  BENJAMIN  AIKEN  II  b.  l/3/l923  - 

and 

Janice  Louise  Rue  b.  12/28/1926  - 

b.  at  St.  Augustine,  St.  Johns  County,  Florida 
Were  married  5/7/1941 

m.  at  St.  Augustine,  St.  Johns  County,  Florida 

Children : 

Ivan  Benjamin  (Van)  Aiken  III  b.  10/l0/l945  - 

b.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 
Nena  Vera  Aiken  b.  8/6/1947 

b.  at  Panama  City,  Bay  County,  Florida 

Ivan  II  was  sworn  into  the  Coast  Guard  7/4/1941*  He  became  Chief  Gunners  Mate, 
Was  on  a  fast  convoy  in  the  Atlantic  when  some  of  the  ships  were  rammed  by  the 
enemy.  His  work  at  this  time  won  for  him  the  Presidential  Citation.  He 
organized  a  Gun  Club  among  service  men  later,  while  stationed  at  Honolulu. 


Ivan  III  (or  Van),  at  the  age  of  12,  yfon  2nd  place  in  rifle  range  target  work 
in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Jr.  Rifle  Association. 


***** 

LILLIE  HERMAN  AIKEN  b.  6/14/1925  - 

and 

Ivan  Thomas  McFarlane  b.  9/9/1920 

b.  at  San  Angelo,  Tom  Green  County,  Texas 
f.  Ivan  Price  McFarlane 
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m.  Rachaelle  Wynne  (Correct  name  Richards,  but  was  changed  for  her 
when  she  attended  Catholic  school.) 

Were  married 

m.  at  Houston,  Texas  (Harris  County) 

Children : 

Eva  Rachaelle  (McFarlane)  Browne  b.  4/28/1945  - 

b.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 
Janas  Louise  (McFarlane)  Browne  b.  1/29/1948 

Lillie  Herman  and  Ivan  McFarlane  divorced  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas, 
2/24/1948. 


LILLIE  AIKEN  McFARLANE 
and 

Milton  Lewis  Browne  (nickname  Rex) 

b.  in  Evangeline  Parish  Oil 
f.  Connor  Louis  Browne 
m.  Fannie  Slaughter 

Were  married 


b.  6/ 14/1925  - 

b.  3/30/1920  - 
Fields,  Louisiana 


10/15/1948 


m.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 


When  Lilly  and  "Rex"  investigated  adoption  procedures  for  her  two  daughters, 
they  were  told  that  because  their  father,  Ivan  McFarlane,  had  defaulted  contri¬ 
buting  to  their  support  for  two  years,  he  automatically  had  no  legal  claim  to 
his  children.  The  girls  took  the  name  of  "Browne"  and  v^ere  thereafter  known 
as  such. 


Children  of  Lillie  and  Lewis  (Rex)  Browne: 

Milton  Lewis  Browne,  Jr.  b.  3/l6/l950  - 

b.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 
Curtis  Edward  Browne  b.  10/15/1951- 

b.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 

Lillie  Browne  became  a  Notary  Public  on  10/8/l954«  She  became  a  Deputy  Sheriff 
under  Sheriff  "Buster"  Kerns  and  served  as  such  for  four  years  (as  of  1958). 

Her  hobby  is  bowling.  She  also  collects  postage  stamps,  picture  postcards  and 
horse  figurines.  She  likes  hunting  and  fishing. 


"Rex"  became  a  Deputy  Sheriff  in  1953*  He  also  had  a  police  commission  and  a 
constable  commission.  He  works  as  business  agent  for  the  Hoisting  and  Operating 
Engineers.  Has  a  well  equipped  shop  and  builds  small  boats. 


"Rex"  is  two-thirds  Cherokee  Indian,  one-third  Irish.  His  great  grandmother 
was  taken  hostage  by  Cherokee  Indians,  later  married  a  Brave.  "Chief  White  Fox" 
of  Oklahoma  is  his  uncle. 


His  hobby  is  treasure  hunting.  He  and  Lillie  own  two  metal  detectors.  One 
penetrates  to  a  much  greater  depth  than  the  other.  At  the  present  time  they 
BELIEVE  they  have  found  the  remains  of  Montezuma.  At  the  present  time  they 
have  not  completed  their  proof. 

During  World  War  II  he  was  Staff  Sgt .  in  the  Air  Corps.  He  has  five  purple 
hearts,  Distinguished  Air  Medal  with  4  Clusters,  and  has  Good  Conduct  Medal. 

Both  sons  of  Lillie  and  Rex  became  Jr.  Deputy  Sheriffs.  This  is  the  advantage 
of  the  Club  for  Law  Officers'  sons. 

(Above  given  by  Lillie  Browne,  on  8/2/1958.) 
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BENJAMIN  OLNEY  WHITCOMB 
and 

Mar saline  Summers 

b.  at  Sweetwater,  Nolan 

Were  married 

m.  at  Wharton,  Wharton 


b.  12/4/1907 

b.  2/22/1912 
County,  Texas 

6/30/1934 

County,  Texas  (in 


Children : 


-  d.  10/9/1952 


their  Methodist 


parsonage ) 


Charles  Ray  Whitcomb  1  •  l/lO/l936  - 

b.  at  New  Gulf,  Wharton  County,  Texas 
James  Howard  Whitcomb  1 •  10/6/1938 

b.  at  Wharton,  Wharton  County,  Texas 

Robert  Lee  (Pete)  Whitcomb  h.  5/l5/l943  ~  v 

b.  at  Wharton,  Wharton  County,  Texas  (Caney  Valley  Hospital; 

Benjamin  Whitcomb  worked  in  sulphur  fields.  He  became  well  informed  about  the 
product  as  well  as  about  methods  of  removing  it  from  our  earth.  Before  he  was 
married  he  had  begun  to  buy  stock  in  his  company.  After  he  married,  he  and 
his  wife  bought  more  stock,  this  time  in  the  controlling  company  of  the  one  for 
which  he  worked.  The  latter  was  known,  in  time,  as  the  Duvall  Sulphur  and 
Potask  Company.  He  and  his  capable  wife  worked  closely  together  in  their  home 
life.  Benjamin  became  field  supervisor  for  the  sulphur  company,  was  well  liked 
by  the  men  under  him  and  highly  respected  by  those  under  whom  he  worked. 


His  sudden  death  was 


caused  by  a  heart 


condition . 


Charles  Ray  Whitcomb  worked  with  the  Sheriff's  Department  in  the  State  of  Texas' 

James  Howard  Whitcomb  served  with  the  H.S.  Army  in  Korea.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Military  Police.  His  Serial  Number  was  RA  185  41  731.  He  was  Company  Clei 


MANFUL  AMOS  WHITCOMB  b.  2/24/19IO  - 

Mrs.  Lydia  Elizabeth  Kruska  Koonz  b.  10/23/1909- 

b.  at  Kensel,  Stutsman  County,  North  Dakota 
f.  Rudolph  Fred  KruskaU^  nts  were  Russian  born. 

m.  Anna  Julia  Dorn  ) 

Were  married  6/6/1931 

m.  at  Kingsville,  Kleberg  County,  Texas 

No  children  born  to  this  couple. 


Mrs.  Koontz  had  one  son  by  her  first  husband: 

Donale  Dale  Koontz  b.  7/30/1927  - 

b.  at  Brenmen,  Marshall  County,  Indiana. 

This  child  was  adopted  by  Manful  Amos  Whitcomb  on  12/22/1947  and  the  lad's 
name  was  then  made 

Donald  Dale  Whitcomb. 


Manful  Amos  Whitcomb  was  born  in  Webster,  Texas,  then  moved  with  his  family  to 
Riviera,  Kleberg  County,  Texas,  in  June  of  1910.  Here  he  attended  school  and 
finished  through  the  tenth  grade. 

During  his  school  life  he  was  injured  on  the  playground.  A  bone  infection  re¬ 
sulted.  He  was  hospitalized  at  Kingsville,  Texas,  for  two  months,  then  spent 
many  months  in  bed  at  home.  The  infection  was  not  entirely  checked  and  returns) 
to  him  several  times  before  his  trips  for  hospitalization  were  no  longer  ne¬ 
cessary.  This  trouble  lasted  over  a  period  of  two  and  a  half  or  three  years. 

While  confined  to  his  bed,  he  showed  an  unusual  talent  for  sketching.  Several  ; 
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thought  this  might  be  what  he  would  select  for  his  life  work,  but  we  were  wrong 
After  his  schooling  was  completed  he  worked  six  years  as  mechanic  in  an  auto¬ 
mobile  garage. 

He  educated  the  adopted  boy,  who  never  proved  a  disappointment  to  his  father 
or  to  his  mother.  The  lad  became  Dr.  Dale  Whitcomb,  a  medical  man  who  had 
complete  respect  from  those  who  worked  under  him,  his  patients  and  his  super¬ 
visors.  (He  was  many  years  in  Military  Service.) 

In  1937  Manful  moved  to  Corpus  Christi  and  for  eleven  years  worked  in  a  con¬ 
crete  pipe  manuf actur ing  company  as  Plant  Superintendent. 

In  1948  his  aging  father  asked  that  he  return  to  Riviera  and  help  in  the  manage 
ment  of  the  many  Whitcomb  interests  there.  This  he  did.  In  addition,  Manful 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  ten  years.  He  worked  closely  with 
his  father  until  the  older  man’s  death  in  November  of  1954* 

Although  his  school  day  injuries  retarded  his  activities  for  the  rest  of  his 
life,  he  enjoyed  a  rather  active  career.  He  enjoyed  fishing  and  hunting,  was 
considered  successful  at  both.  Many  times  he  was  a  guest  hunter  at  the  big 
King  Ranch,  not  too  far  from  his  home.  His  biggest  enjoyment,  however,  was 
being  a  grandfather  to  Dr.  Dale’s  children. 

Manful  and  his  family  were  always  members  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  Church 
and  active  workers  in  their  faith. 

This  outlines  his  activities  through  the  year  1958*  From  this  on,  how  he 
shapes  his  life  will  probably  be  as  interesting  to  follow  as  the  past  has  been. 

*-***-*- 

DONALD  DALE  WHITCOMB  b.  7/30/1927  - 

and 

Helen  Joyce  Suter  b.  7/4/1929 

b.  at  Hot  Springs,  Fall  River  County,  South  Dakota 
Were  married  5/29/1950 

m.  at  Lincoln,  Lancaster  County,  Nebraska 

Children : 

Donald  Craig  Whitcomb  b.  6/5/1951 

b.  at  Loma  Linda,  San  Bernardino  County,  California 
Larry  Dale  Whitcomb  b.  12/2l/l953~ 

b.  at  Los  Angeles,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 
Karen  Joyce  Whitcomb  b.  l/l7/l957  -  • 

b.  at  Kingsville,  Kleberg  County,  Texas 

This  family  belongs  to  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  Church. 

Joyce  attended  school,  grades  from  first  to  tenth,  at  Hot  Springs,  South  Dakota 
From  tenth  through  twelfth,  at  Plainview  Academy,  Redfield,  South  Dakota.  At¬ 
tended  Union  College  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska  and  University  of  Redlands,  Redland, 
California.  Her  hobbies  are  music  and  voice.  She  played  clarinet  in  College 
band  and  orchestra.  She  especially  enjoys  choral  work,  and  directed  the  Boise 
Church  choir  in  Idaho  (while  Dr.  Dale  was  stationed  there  in  line  of  his  mili¬ 
tary  duty).  She  was  considered  something  of  a  poet  in  College.  She  majored  in 
English  and  speech  and  hopes  to  find  time  to  wr i t e  some  day.  She  was  an  Honor 
Student  at  College. 

Dale  attended  grade  school  at  Riviera  and  Corpus  Christi,  Texas;  Junior  College 
at  Southwestern  Jr.  College,  Kenne ,  Texas;  received  his  B.A.  from  Jnion  College 
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Lincoln,  Nebraska,  in  1950;  received  his  M.D.  in  1955  f^om  the  College  of  Medii 
Evangelists,  Los  Angeles,  California;  interned  at  Portland  Sanatorium  in  Portl< 
Oregon;  graduate  work  done  at  University  of  South  Dakota  and  University  of 
Michigan. 

His  military  record  was  as  commendable  as  his  schooling.  He  was  commissioned 
First  Lieutenant  in  October  of  1956,  promoted  to  Captain  in  February  1957*  Ba: 
training  taken  at  Ft.  Sam  Houston,  San  Antonio,  Texas.  He  was  sent  to  Boise, 
Idaho  as  Senior  Medical  Officer  at  the  Army  Recruiting  Main  Station.  He  was  ii 
command  of  the  Medical  Section  of  Recruiting  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  those 
under  him.  His  discharge  date  is  August  1959 •  After  his  discharge,  he  hopes 
to  become  established  in  Texas. 


Is 

: 


Dr.  Dale  Whitcomb  was  an  Honor  Student  in  College.  He 
in  American  Colleges  and  Universities"  in  1950  and  was 
He  was  editor  of  the  College  paper  and  both  he  and  his 
campus  organizations. 


was  listed  in  "Who's  Wh< 
graduated  with  distinct: 
wife  held  offices  in 


a: 

1 


fl* 


Is 


***** 


b.  10/2/1875  -  d.  8/ll/l957.  Burial  ii  If 
Forest  Park  Cemetery,  Houston,  Texas 


GAIL  HIRAM  WHITCOMB 

and  .  . 

**Josephine  Rowena  Thompson  b.  5/l3/l875  -  d.  ll/25/l947 

**  b .  at  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas 

*  f.  James  Thompson 

*  m.  Mary  Thomas  Thompson 

Were  married  4/29/1901 

*  m.  at  the  home  of  her  parents  at  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas 
Children: 

Gladys  Mary  Whitcomb  b.  8/8/1903 

b.  at  Waelder,  Caldwell  County,  Texas 
Gail  Whitcomb  b.  10/29/l907- 

*  b.  at  San  Antonio,  Bexar  County,  Texas 


*  James  Thompson's  middle  name  was  probably  Richard,  as  it  is  believed  his 
son,  James  Richard  Thompson,  was  named  for  him  in  full. 


*  James  Thompson,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  England.  His  wife,  Mary 
Thomas,  was  born  in  Harris  County,  Texas, 


■^Information  marked  thus,  courtesy  Gladys  McKinney. 

**Inf ormation  marked  thus,  taken  from  Josephine  Whitcomb's  death  certificate. 


GAIL  HIRAM  WHITCOMB  was  born  near  Humboldt,  Nebraska.  His  father  was  in  bus ine 
in  Humboldt,  conducting  (with  a  partner,  one  Mr.  Anderson)  a  furniture  store 
and  lumber  yard.  The  partnership  dissolved  and  records  reveal,  so  far  as  I 
can  learn,  he  started  a  business  in  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas.  Gail  Whitcomb 
was  the  youngest  of  the  Olney  Whitcomb  and  Margaret  Craig  Whitcomb  children. 
While  at  Eureka  Springs  (one  of  the  most  rugged  portions  of  the  Ozark  Mountains 
legend  has  it  young  Gail's  help  was  solicited  in  helping  the  family  laundry  to 
dry.  He  was  entrusted  with  the  men's  socks.  There  were  many.  He  took  them, 
proceeded  to  a  sheer  cliff,  then  tossed  them  one  by  one  into  the  tops  of  tall 
trees  below.  This  incident  seems  to  be  the  only  one  that  connects  Gail  Whit¬ 
comb  with  Eureka  Springs  in  his  childhood.  His  father  moved  sometime  later  to 
Webster,  Texas.  I  can  do  no  better  than  copy  from  a  letter  written  in  later 
years,  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  David  (Gladys)  McKinney.  Quote: 


|(6 

he 


18 

!! 


■i 


"Dad  was  employed  in  the  Houston  Office  of  the  Southern  Pacific  at  the  tin  :*F 
he  and  mother  were  married.  Some  while  later  he  was  transferred  to  Waelder  as 
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Hgent.  That  is  where  I  was  born  --  and  I  have  done  as  little  for  my  birth¬ 
place  as  it  has  done  for  me ! 

From  there  we  moved  to  Schulenberg  where,  according  to  family  accounts,  I 
Learned  a  few  words  of  German  and  put  the  town  into  an  uproar  when  I  exited  to 
isthe  roof  via  an  upstairs  window  at  the  age  of  two.  I  was  skimming  joyfully 
around  the  fringes  of  the  roof  when  discovered, 
ir 

Our  next  home  was  Gonzales,  and  the  folks  always  remembered  it  with 
pleasant  nostalgia.  They  always  spoke  of  being  so  happy  there  -  at  least  until 
I  made  the  local  headlines  by  leaving  my  bath,  eluding  the  nurse-maid  in  charge, 
and  hotly  pursuing  mother* s  carriage  down  main  street  -  clad  in  soap  bubbles  and 
iC3hr ieking  like  a  midget  banshee.  Mother  said  I  was  gaining  on  her  fast  until  she 
tjLaid  the  whip  to  the  horse. 

I  think  the  above  incident  had  no  bearing  on  dad's  subsequent  transfer  to 
the  San  Antonio  offices  where  he  was  Chief  Dispatcher.  Brother  came  along  then, 
a  dear  good  baby  who  was  a  great  joy  to  them  while  I,  now  aged  four,  rode  home 
Lipn  the  shoulders  of  half  the  San  Antonio  police  force  from  my  solitary  wanderings 
iSalong  the  San  Antonio  River  -  from  my  wadings  in  the  alligator  pond  in  San  Pedro 
Park  or  from  explorations  along  the  scaffolding  of  various  construction  projects. 

This  may,  or  may  not,  have  entered  into  their  decision  to  return  to  Webster. 
Grandfather  Whitcomb  was  failing  somewhat  in  health,  if  not  vigor,  and  he  was 
mxious  for  one  of  his  sons  to  take  over  the  store  --  dad  was  the  one  he  con- 
zinced!  We  moved  to  Webster  then  and  dad,  in  time,  took  Howard  Maud  into  the 
ousiness  as  a  partner.  How  long  this  partnership  lasted,  I  don't  remember,  but 
L  understand  it  was  a  pleasant  one. 

Dad  had  such  a  tremendous  love  of  life  and  people  and  enjoyed  hunting  and 
Pishing  and  camping  and  parties  and  guests  -  any  guests!  -  all  guests!  -  and 
nother  was  seldom  forewarned  as  to  how  many  there  would  be  for  dinner.  She  was 
a.  gracious  hostess  and  an  excellent  cook  and  justly  earned  the  reputation  of 
oeing  able  to  serve  "the  finest  dinner  on  the  shortest  notice"  of  anyone  in  the 
Gounty . 

Dad  was  always  ready  to  take  us  children  swimming,  camping,  to  the  circus, 
Pairs,  outings  and  expeditions  -  and  we  always  had  a  whale-of -a-good-time  --  al¬ 
though  it  was  dear  mother  who  then  nursed  us  back  to  health  from  the  sunburn, 
oug  bites  and  gastronomic  upsets  which  followed  these  forays  as  certain  as  dawn 
Pollows  night.  We  were  always  ready  to  go  anywhere  with  him  -  anytime  -  and  I 
giremember  how  like  a  lovely  ministering  angel  Mother  looked  as  she  held  our  little 
leads  and  helped  us  back  to  health  after  the  fun  was  over. 

I  am  sure  you  remember  the  incessant  and  somewhat  hilarious  warfare  dad  and 
the  neighbors  used  to  wage  against  the  herds  of  cattle  which  roamed  in  from  the 
3open  range  and  converged  on  Webster's  main  thorofare  of  a  summer  night.  They 
nrould  bed  down  and  make  an  unspeakable  shambles  of  the  center  of  town.  But,  do 
Y ou  remember  the  sousing  climax  of  this  campaign?  One  night  v/hen  there  was  an 
musually  heavy  influx  of  these  invaders,  dad  and  his  'Lieutenants'  roped  the 
lerd  bull  and  tied  him  down  while  they  attached  an  oil  drum  loaded  with  rocks. 

Then  they  doused  him  liberally  with  'hi-life'  and  turned  him  loose.  He  com¬ 
pletely  and  thoroughly  stampeded  the  herd  -  which  left  town  via  the  banker's 
lew  tennis  courts  and,  with  the  bull  bellowing  and  clanking  in  the  vanguard, 
took  every  fence  and  garden  with  them  as  they  crossed  town  and  headed  for  the 
jipen  range  to  the  West! 

After  Grandmother  Thompson's  death,  mother's  portion  of  her  estate  was 
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developed  as  a  ranch  specializing  in  registered  Brahman  cattle.  There  was  hard 
work  connected  with  this  venture  hut  dad  loved  it  for  it  was  active  outdoor  wor 
So  did  I  -  and  I  was  at  his  heels  like  a  well  trained  retriever.  By  this  time 
he  had  reached  the  sane  conclusion  that  you  couldn't  make  a  lady  out  of  a  sow  s 
ear ,  either,  and  he  had  accepted  the  inevitable  me,  as  I  was!  We  got  along ii 
fine  and  I  was  one  of  his  best  cow  hands.  He  was  still  given  to  buying  me  fril 4 
feminine  fripperies  which  I  ineluctably  snagged  on  the  first  barbed  wire  fence 
I  crossed.  We  loved  each  other  very  much. 

He  was  an  active  Mason  -  taking  the  Shriner's  degree  and  was  also  Post 
Master  at  Webster.  Although  he  took  his  many  responsibilities  seriously,  he 
never  lost  his  zest  for  living.  One  of  my  most  cherished  memories  is  of  a  trip, 
he  and  I  took  into  Mexico  many  years  ago.  We  rode  burros  into  remote  areas;  we 
learned  how  to  make  tortillas  and  ate  everything  offered  us  with  no  ill  effects  ; 
other  than  a  series  of  'chile  burns',  we  picnicked  on  frijoles  and  cerveza  and 
had  one  completely  harrowing  bus  ride,  racing  over  the  mountains  with  a  drunken 
Mexican  driver.  Neither  dad  nor  I  ever  forgot  that  vacation  and  last  winter 
when  David  and  I  went  into  Mexico,  it  seemed  to  me  that  dad  was  along,  too. 

t 

I  shall  always  be  grateful  that  -  thanks  to  oil!  -  dad  had  no  financial 
problems  in  his  later  years  and  that  he  was  able  to  travel  about  as  he  wished  - 
fishing  and  hunting  and  enjoying  himself  from  Canada  to  Mexico.  It  was  while  he  I 
was  leisurely  returning  from  a  hunting  and  fishing  trip  in  Northern  Canada  that 
he  had  a  sudden  heart  attack  in  Denver,  Colorado.  They  cabled  me  immediately 
in  Venezuela  but  David  and  I  were  far  up  the  Eastern  side  of  Lake  Maracaibo  and  J 
before  I  could  reach  the  city  of  Maracaibo  and  a  plane,  dad  was  gone.  I  reached. 
Houston  the  evening  before  the  funeral.  For  dad's  sake,  I  am  glad  that  it  was  [ 
so  quick  -  but  how  I  wish  that  I  could  have  reached  him  in  time.  Even  so  -  I 
grant  that  it  was  better  this  way,  for  now  I  only  remember  him  laughing  and  gay  ' 
End  quote  of  Glady's  letter  to  me.  (Fay.) 

It  seems  one  thing  should  be  added  to  her  recording  of  her  attempt  to  reach  her 
father  at  the  time  of  his  last  illness.  She  had  been  in  the  United  States  from 
Venezuela  for  surgery.  Had  not  recuperated  as  quickly  as  was  hoped,  remained 
in  Houston  for  a  while  after  David  was  called  upon  to  return  to  his  work  in 
Venezuela.  When  Gladys  was  able  to  travel,  their  daughter,  Mary  Gayle,  and  her  \ 
young  son,  John  Edwin,  returned  to  Venezuela  with  Gladys.  They  remained  four 
weeks  and  returned  to  Houston,  leaving  Gladys  in  Venezuela  with  David.  It  was 
less  than  two  weeks  after  her  daughter  left  them  when  she  got  news  of  her 
father's  fatal  illness,  and  returned  to  Houston,  reaching  the  town  the  day  be¬ 
fore  his  funeral. 

The  following  material  loaned  me  by  the  younger  Gail  Whitcomb. 

JOSEPHINE  ROWENA  WHITCOMB  was  truly  a  Texan.  Her  roots  reached  deep  into  the  S 
soil  and  history  of  Texas.  Her  forebears  lived  and  fought  through  the  struggle 
for  the  freedom  and  the  development  of  the  State .  She  was  born  on  the  banks  of 
Clear  Creek  in  Harris  County  in  1875?  the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Thompson. 

James  Britton  Bailey  had  migrated  to  Texas  in  1818,  three  years  prior  to  Stepherir 
F.  Austin's  first  colony,  and  settled  on  a  league  of  land  in  Brazoria  County, 
which  was  later  to  be  known  as  Bailey's  Prairie.  Among  his  descendants,  Brit 
Bailey ,  a  hard  living  Texan  pioneer,  had  a  granddaught er  named  Mary  Thomas. 

The  Thomas  family  had  settled  on  Clear  Creek  in  the  early  1800's. 

In  1852  Mary  Thomas  married  James  Thompson,  a  young  immigrant  who  had  left 
England  in  search  of  a  greater  life  of  freedom. 
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James  and  Mary  settled  on  the  banks  of  Clear  Creek  in  what  is  now  Webster, 
r  Harris  County.  They  acquired  this  land  and  built  their  log  house  in  1852’ and 
set  themselves  to  the  development  of  their  land  and  the  rearing  of  their  family. 
3  Sugar  cane  was  produced  on  the  land  in  those  days.  The  sugar  mill  was  located 
Ion  the  property  and  sugar  was  barged  to  Galveston  via  Clear  Creek. 

To  the  union  of  James  and  Mary  were  born  eight  children.  Josephine  was  one  of 
the  eight.  Six  of  the  children  are  at  rest  with  James  and  Mary,  at  the  family 
plot  on  Clear  Creek  on  the  land  they  settled  in  1852. 


Josephine's  sister,  Mrs.  Ella  Lee,  outlived  her  sister.  It  was  Mrs.  Lee's  sad 
Experience  to  attend  the  funeral  of  this  wonderful  family  member. 

0 

3  In  1901  Josephine  married  Gail  H.  Whitcomb,  an  adventurous  young  man  from  Ne- 
oraska  who  had  come  to  settle  in  Texas  because  he  loved  and  appreciated  the 
••  oeauty  and  future  of  this  great  State. 

The  marriage  ceremony  took  place  at  the  Thompson  home  on  Clear  Creek.  To  the 
mi on  were  born  two  children,  Gladys  and  Gail.  End,  document  loaned  by 

Jail  Whitcomb,  son  of  Josephine  Whitcomb. 


t JAIL  HIRAM  WHITCOMB  b.  10/2/1875 

md 

i  fMrs .  Lucy  Marie  Leland  Coad  b.  IO/4/I889 

gfl 

Were  married  9/6/1951 

f  m.  in  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 


-  d.  8/H/1957 


7, 

'•Material  marked  thus,  courtesy  Gladys  Whitcomb  McKinney. 

***** 

r GLADYS  MARY  WHITCOMB  b.  8/8/1903  - 

find 

)avid  H.  McKinney  b.  n/4/1901  - 

1  b.  in  Crockett,  Houston  County,  Texas 

f.  Isaac  Washington  McKinney  born  in  Alabama 

m.  Harriett  Begnigna  Durst  McKinney,  born  in  Leona,  Texas 

rere  married  8/I8/1924 

m.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 

•Child : 

[ary  Gayle  McKinney  b.  4/I8/1925 

b.  at  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas 

.nother  quote  from  Gladys'  letter  dated  6/5/1959: 


a 


ill 


*"Davis  and  I  have  been  married  now  for  thirty-five  years.  I  was  ten  and 
e  was  twelve  when  we  met  -  in  grammar  school.  There  was  nothing  precipitate 
bout  our  love  affair  -  I  was  almost  twelve  and  he  fourteen  before  we  decided 
0  marry.  We  were  very  sensible  about  it  and  decided  to  wait  until  we  finished 
chool .  We  were  both  in  college  before  we  lost  our  grip  and  eloped  -  with  the 
rilliant  idea  of  continuing  our  education  together.  This  we  have  done  -  but 
eviating  somewhat  from  our  original  plans.  The  rest  of  my  formal  education 
as  quite  informal  -  but  he  continued  intermittently  at  Rice  Institute  until  he 
eached  Senior  Status. 


He  had  been  working  with  Humble  Company  since  he  was  seventeen  -  full  time 


Information  marked  thus,  courtesy  Gladys  McKinney. 
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during  vacations  and  part-time  during  school  terms.  The  first  winter  after  ou: 

He  was  sent  to  Vernon  in  North  Texas  as  Warehousema: 

with  zero  weather  and  I 


marriage  was  a  rough  one. 

for  a  new  operation  there.  It  was  my  first  experience 
spent  most  of  my  time  huddling  over  our  small  heater  and  doing  a  very  amateuri; 
job  of  hemming  diapers.  During  this  bleak  interim  our  pay  check  went  astray  a: 
we  ran  out  of  money.  We  spent  our  last  dime  on  a  large  rutabaga  and  ate  boile- 
rutabaga  for  a  solid  week.  It  probably  saved  our  lives  but  I  haven’t  been  abl 
to  look  one  in  the  eye  since.  We  were  too  proud  to  yell  for  help. 


The  following  spring  David  returned  to  the  Houston  office  in  the  Humble  0 
and  Refining  Company’s  Engineering  Department.  Mary  Gayle  joined  us  and  anothu 
phase  of  my  education  began.  Fortunately,  she  was  the  best  little  baby  an  in-ji 
competent  young  mother  ever  had  and  the  Grandparents  Whitcomb  adored  her.  Shej® 
was  what  they  had  hoped  for  when  they  got  me  instead.  She  was  a  gentle,  sweet  ft 
tempered  lady— like  little  thing  who  loved  ruffles  and  tidy  cui Is  ,  dolls  and  be 
time  stories,  tea  parties  and  visiting.  I  loved  her  so  much  that  I  disposed  o 
my  pet  timber  wolf  lest  it  harm  her. 


David  progressed  through  Engineering  Draftsman,  Design  Draftsman,  Enginee 
ing  Estimator  and  Chief  Draftsman  -  Yfhen  World  War  Two  got  under  way.  He  was 
offered  a  Captaincy  in  the  Army  but  chose  the  Navy  instead.  He  was  commiss ionji 
as  Lieutenant  and  thereupon  asked  for  duty  anywhere  EXCEPT  north.  Following  t 
inexplicable  pattern  of  military  procedure,  he  was  sent  directly  to  Detroit  - 
the  last  place  on  earth  he  had  expected  to  go.  There  he  was  assigned  to  Inspe 
tion  of  Naval  Materials.  I  joined  him  there  some  months  later  after  closing 
our  brand  new  home  and  placing  Mary  Gayle  -  now  a  lovely  young  lady  of  seven¬ 
teen  -  in  the  University  of  Texas.  She  had  completed  her  first  year  of  colleg 
at  Rice  Institute. 


The  city  of  Detroit  loved  the  service  men  and  couldn't  do  enough  for  them 
David  Yras  treated  like  royalty  -  but  my  situation  was  entirely  different  as  I 
scrouged  for  provender  with  my  little  wad  of  ration  stamps.  Carrots  were  the 
only  fresh  vegetable  available  and  they  are  now  in  the  rutabaga  category  as  fa 
as  we  are  concerned. 


Mother's  illness  brought  me  home  ahead  of  David  to  open  the  house  again. 
We  lost  Mother  in  1946  after  an  extended  illness  and  offered  our  home  and  love 
to  dad.  He  made  it  his  headquarters  during  what  must  have  been  a  terrible 
period  of  adjustment  for  him.  It  was  v/onderful  having  him  with  us. 

In  1948,  David  was  requested  for  an  assignment  in  Venezuela  with  Creole 
Petroleum  Corporation.  The  request  was  made  through  Standard  of  New  Jersey. 
Mary  Gayle  was  now  married  to  Edwin  Harris,  and  they  came  to  live  in  our  house 
with  dad  and  we  set  out  by  air  via  Miami,  Cuba,  Haiti,  Dominican  Republic, 
Puerto  Rico  and  Curacao.  We  made  stop-overs  in  each  island  and  were  introduce 
to  the  brand  of  coffee  we  were  to  try  to  enjoy  in  Venezuela. 


Thus  began  six  wonderful  months  in  Venezuela  and  began  our  lasting  love  c 
that  country.  David’s  headquarters  were  at  Dabajuro  -  450  air  miles  from  Cara 
And  air  miles  it  was  for  at  that  time  Dabajuro  could  be  reached  by  plane  only. 
It  consisted  of  a  small  native  village  and  a  construction  camp,  manned  by  pipe 
liners  and  roughnecks.  Therefore  AND  perforce,  my  headquarters  were  at  the  A'v 
Hotel  in  Caracas.  The  Avila  at  that  time  was  rated  as  one  of  the  most  posh  ir 
the  world.  I  took  to  this  luxurious  living  like  a  mouse  to  cheese  and  haven ' 1 
entirely  gotten  over  it  yet.  The  only  time  I  saw  Dabajuro  was  during  the  revc 
lution  of  1948  when  All  Hell  had  broken  out  in  Caracas  and  David  learned  I  hac 
narrowly  missed  being  shot.  He  made  arrangements  for  a  place  for  me  to  stay  c 
there  and  I  flew  out  by  freight  plane.  I  was  the  first  'white'  woman  to  visil 
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l],he  place  and  the  natives  gathered  to  stare  in  wonderment  at  the  strange  pale 
JMreature.  I  felt  like  an  albino  brontosaurus. 

Then  we  returned  to  the  States,  David  went  into  the  Executive  Training  Pro¬ 
gram  and  had  a  series  of  assignments  including  District  Superintendent  and 
assistant  Chief  Engineer.  He  pursued  his  hobby  of  woodworking  and  completed  his 
hop  equipment  and  I  plunged  into  ceramics  and  gardening  -  staying  covered  with 
-lay  and  mud  most  of  the  time  and  looking  more  like  an  untidy  beaver  than  a  res- 
jectable  dowager  grandmother. 

Our  grandsons  now  numbered  twos  Mike,  aged  five,  and  John,  newly  arrived, 
sort  of  religious  controversy  was  troubling  us.  It  troubled  Mary  Gayle  the 
lost  and  me  the  least,  although  this  condition  should  have  been  the  reverse. 

[ary  Gayle,  while  at  the  University  of  Texas  during  the  war,  had  embraced  Ca¬ 
tholicism,  producing  varying  degrees  of  shock  throughout  our  Protestant  family. 
Jdwin  was  a  Baptist,  as  was  dad.  Mother  had  been  a  Methodist;  David  belonged 
o  the  Christian  Church  in  a  lax  fashion.  I  was  an  absolute  nothing  although 
^hen  pressed  for  ’Religious  Preference'  would  always  list  'Methodist' ,  since  I 
ad  finished  pre-college  work  in  a  Methodist  boarding  school.  After  weighty 
ounsel,  investigation  and  soul-searching  consideration,  David,  Mary  Gayle, 
dwin  and  I  joined  the  Episcopal  Church  in  one  harmonious  lump.  One  Sunday 
itorning  little  John  and  his  chastened  grandmother  were  baptized  together  at  St. 
'aul's.  It  has  worked  out  well  this  way,  although  I  must  admit  that  I  still 
efeel  more  deeply  religious  beneath  a  tree  than  in  church. 

In  May  of  1956,  the  second  request  for  David's  specialized  services  came 
o  Humble  from  Creole  via  Standard  Oil .  David  and  I  were  off  to  "Venezuela 
gain  -  this  time  with  such  dispatch  that  our  smallpox,  typhoid  and  typhus  inocu- 
ations  were  still  throbbing  when  we  boarded  the  plane.  We  left  the  States  via 
iami  as  before  but  this  time  we  stopped  off  in  Jamaica,  visiting  Montego  Bay 
nd  Kingston  before  going  on  some  days  later,  to  Maracaibo,  via  Baranquilla, 
olumbia.  This  assignment  was  to  be  for  six  months. 

We  stayed  for  two  years  and  came  to  feel  that  we  were  Texans,  Norteameri- 
anos  and  Venezolanos  —  and  in  that  order .  David  was  Projects  Manager  on 
everal  major  Pipe  Line  construction  jobs  costing  an  estimated  42  million  dollars 
nd  this  work  took  us  from  Maracaibo  Basin  to  the  llanos  of  the  Orinoco.  We 
rossed  Venezuela  by  car,  loving  the  country  more  with  each  passing  day. 

David  now  concentrated  his  spare-time  energies  on  photography  and  I  earned 
surprising  local  reputation  as  a  botanist  and  a  naturalist.  We  tunneled 
irough  uncounted  miles  of  jungle,  phot ographing,  classifying  and  collecting 
rchids  and  rare  plants  and  seed  and  I  became  fairly  adept  at  swinging  a  machete, 
lis  didn't  improve  my  appearance  any  but  I  filled  many  notebooks  with  sketches 
skid  notes  on  fauna  and  flora. 


We  learned  all  we  could  of  the  country  and  its  troubled  history  and 
fathered  our  second  Latin  revolution.  This  time  we  saw  the  exodus  of  Marcos 
srez  whom  we  had  seen  come  into  power  in  1948.  We  added  Trinidad,  Tobago  and 
irgarita  to  the  list  of  'Islands  to  be  re-visited',  and  in  June  of  1958  we 
larded  the  Santa  Rosa  at  La  Guaira  -  bound  for  New  York  -  and  Retirement. 


.nee 


David  took  his  retirement  on  August  1,  1958  and  we  have  lived  happily  ever 

Affectionately  yours,  Gladys." 


Once  more  I  shall  include  a  little  note  to  Gladys '  recordings ,  and  say 
tey  thoroughly  enjoyed  a  few  months  in  Houston,  where  they  liked  putting  to- 
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gether  pictures  and  data  taken  on  another  trip  into  old  “exioo.  They  ™ere 

venerous  in  their  time  and  skill  in  showing  to  friends  some  of  the  2,500  six  . 
taken  while  they  were  in  Venezuela.  Once  when  their  trip  to  old  Mexico  was 

their  pictures  were  returned  to  them  in  the  form  of  prints  instead 
of  slides  David  got  the  $75-00  bill.  He  was  depressed  but  seemed  to  be  unab] 
to  correct  the  error.  He  sent  the  negatives  back  to  have  slides  made,  and 
Gladys  set  in  to  write  up  their  trip  using  the  print f  ^  ^^trations  Davi 
also  became  interested  in  photographing  a  series  of  Unfamiliar  Familiar  thinj 
Or,  with  Gladys'  cousin,  they  photographed  tiny  objects  such  as  a  pear  blossom 
with  dew  drops,  a  tiny  facet  of  some  unpolished  stone  which  gave  brilliant 
and  wondrous  coloring  to  their  photograph.  At  times  the  tiny  portion  of 
familiar  subject  so  highly  magnified  made  the  subject  entirely  unfamiliar,  whi( 
gave  them  the  idea  for  their  specialized  photographs.  Their  time  in  Houston  « 
short  even  though  David  had  retired.  While  I  was  on  vacatron  and  in  the  State 
of  New  York  working  on  genealogy  records,  I  had  word  David  had  left  for  the 
gentine  for  more  of  his  highly  specialized  work  with  Pipe  Line  laying  supervi  . 

Gladys  was  to  follow.  (6/28/1959  —  Nay.) 


***** 


b.  4/18/1925  - 


MARY  GAYLE  McKINNEY 

*Edwin  Fleener  Harris  N .  12/2l/l924- 

*  b.  at  Abilene,  Taylor  County,  Texas 

f.  Benjamin  Braselton  Harris  -  b.  in  Strawn,  Texas 


*  m.  Mable  Lee  Fleener  Harris  -  b .  in  Greenville,  Texas 

Were  married  5/ll/l946 


Children : 


**David  Michael  Harris  b.  3/14/1947  “ 

**  b.  in  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 

**John  Edwin  Harris  N.  7/31/1952 

b.  in  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 


***** 

b.  10/29/1907- 


GAIL  WHITCOMB 
and  .  , 

Geraldine  Prances  Coad  b.  10/5/19H  - 

***  h.  in  Billings,  Yellowstone  County,  Montana 

***  f.  George  P.  Coad 

***  m.  Lucy  Marie  Leland  Coad 

Were  married  3/l8/l934 

*  m.  in  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 

Children : 


Thomas  Leland  Whitcomb  b.  9/4/1939 

b.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 
Jerri ann  Ylhitcomb  b.  2/l5/l941  - 

*  b.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 


***This  family  belongs  to  the  Episcopal  Church. 

***Gail  Whitcomb  graduated  from  the  Webster  High  School,  then  gor  his  B.A.  anc 
L.L.B.  Degree  from  the  University  of  Texas  in  1931* ** ***  As  of  this  date  (4/195$) 
he  is  an  attorney  who  has  been  in  general  Civil  Practice,  but  who  is  no  longei 
in  general  practice. 


*Inf ormation  marked  thus,  courtesy  Gladys  McKinney. 

**Inf ormation  marked  thus,  courtesy  Mary  Gayle  Harris. 

***Inf ormation  marked  thus,  courtesy  Gail  Whitcomb. 
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*Some  of  his  interests  are:  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  Federal  Home  Loan 
Bank  of  Lillie  Rock.  Is  "Vice— Pres idenl  and  Member  of  ihe  Board  of  Directors  of 
s Raymond  Pearson,  Inc.,  Houston's  oldest  and  largest  Ford  Dealer.  He  is  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Executive  Committee i  Houston  Consolidated  TV 
Company ,  Houston,  Texas,  Channel  1 3»  Continental  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  Houston, 
Texas.  Is  Chairman  of  Harris  County  Home  Rule  Commission  and  Houston  Harris 
County  Chapter  American  Red  Cross.  He  is  Vice-President  of  the  Sam  Houston 
'  Area  Council  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  Is  Director,  Past  President  of  American 
Brahman  Breeders  Association.  Is  Director,  Member  Executive  Committee  of 
1  Houston  Fat  Stock  Show.  Is  Director  of  Southland  Life  Insurance  Company, 

'6  Dallas,  Houston  Farm  and  Ranch  Club  and  Houston  Rotary  Club.  Is  Secretary  of 
Harris  Soil  Conservation  District  No.  442.  Is  Trustee  of  Museum  of  Natural 
-History .  Is  the  Past  President  of  the  Houston  Club.  Is  a  member  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bar  Association,  Texas  Bar  Association,  Houston ‘Bar  Association,  Houston 
!  Rotary  Club,  Petroleum  Club,  Lakewood  Yacht  Club,  Houston  Country  Club,  Houston 
’“Chamber  of  Commerce,  Independent  Petroleum  Association  of  America,  Texas  In- 
’-dependent  Producers  &  Royalty  Owners  Association,  Houston  World  Trade  Association, 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Episcopal  Planning  Association  -  Dioces  of  Texas, 

Texas  and  Southwestern  Cattle  Raisers  Association,  Houston  Knife  and  Fork  Club, 
Texas  Academy  of  Science. 

*His  wife,  Geraldine  Coad  Whitcomb,  attended  Stephens  College  in  Missouri  and 
the  University  of  Missouri. 

*Gail 1 s  son,  Thomas,  attended  the  Kinkaid  Preparatory  School  and  the  University 
of  Texas . 

*Jer iann  is  quite  an  accomplished  singer.  She  is  with  the  Lamar  Choralettes. 

She  attended  Kinkaid  and  is  now  a  graduate  of  Lamar  High  School.  She  will  go 
to  the  University  of  Texas  next  year.  (Taken  in  1959) 


^Information  marked  thus,  courtesy  Gail  Whitcomb. 


id 
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THE  FOLLOWING  RECORDS  OF  THE  BENSCHOTER  FAMILY 
WERE  COLLECTED  AND  WRITTEN  BY  FAY  BRYANT  OF  BAYTOWN,  TEXAS 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  an  ordained  minister  of  the  gospel  did  on  the  twenty 
eight  day  of  September  A.  D.  1862  unite  in  matrimony  Burges  Benschoter  and 
Pemelia  Craig  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  father  Territory  of  Nebraska  County 
of  Richardson. 


THOMAS  R.  NEWTON 


STATE  OF  NEBRASKA,  )  sg  CERTIFICATION  OF  MARRIAGE  RECORD 

County  of  Richardson) 

I,  the  undersigned.  County  Judge  of  Richardson  County,  Nebraska,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  record  of  the  original  mar¬ 
riage  as  the  same  appears  of  record  page  54  No.  82  in  this  office,  which  office 
is  the  office  of  record  of  marriage  licenses  issued  in  the  county  as  provided 
by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Nebraska. 

IN  TESTIMONY,  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the 
County  Court  this  9  day  of  March,  i960. 

ALBERT  MAUST,  COUNTY  JUDGE 

By  Merle  Hende 
Clerk  of  county  court 


PAMELIA  FRANCES  CRAIG  b.  3/9/1846  -  d.  Il/l6/l907 

and 

Burgess  Benschoter  b.  l/ll/l836-  d.  5/22/1916 

b.  Probably  in  Berlin  Township,  Ohio 
f.  Milo  Benschoter 
m.  Sarah  Hollister 

Were  married  9/28/1862 

m.  near  Pawnee  City,  Nebraska 

Children : 


Laura  Alpharetta  Benschoter  b. 

b.  in  Humboldt,  Nebraska 
George  Leland  Benschoter  b. 

b.  in  Humboldt,  Nebraska 
Francis  Marion  Benschoter  b. 

b.  South  of  Carthage,  Missouri 
Alva  Vernoy  Benschoter  b. 

b.  South  of  Carthage,  Missouri 
Mattie  Elberta  Benschoter  b. 

b.  South  of  Carthage,  Missouri 
Anna  Adelia  Benschoter  b. 

b.  South  of  Carthage,  Missouri 
Hubbard  Craig  Benschoter  b. 

b.  South  of  Carthage,  Missouri 
Levivian  Toliver  Benschoter  b. 

b.  South  of  Carthage,  Missouri 
Infant  Boy  Stillborn  b. 

b.  South  of  Carthage,  Missouri 
Edward  Dean  Benschoter  b. 


11/9/1863  - 
10/19/1865- 

II/16/I867- 

7/21/1869  - 
6/l7/l871  - 
12/15/1872- 
9/6/1876  - 
6/3/I88I  - 

9/25/I882 
12/22/1884- 


d. 


d. 


d . 


d. 


d . 
d . 


d. 


d. 


d . 


3/2/1933 

1/10/1941 

8/14/1946 

10/31/1948 

4/25/1955 

2/11/1950 

8/27/1878 

8/13/1881 

11/11/1886 
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The  remains  of  Burgess  Benschoter  and  his  wife,  Pamelia  Frances  Craig  Benschoter, 
rest  in  the  Old  Stone  Cemetery  ( occas ionally  incorrectly  referred  to  as  Stoney 
Point  Cemetery)  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri.  It  is  also  the  resting  place  for 
their  four  younger  sons,  Levivian  Toliver,  the  Infant  Son  Stillborn,  Edward 
Dean  and  Hubbard  Craig  Benschoter. 


***** 

LAURA  ALPHARETTA  BENSCHOTER  b.  II/9/I863  -  d.  3/2/1933 

and 

Beverly  Ward  Lett  b.  l/26/l86l  -  d.  II/30/I897 

b.  in  Indiana 

f.  Walter  Goodhue  Bennett  Lett 
m.  Rebecca  Ellen  Wolf  Lett 
Were  married  l/25/l882 

m.  in  Indiana 

(Above  information  courtesy  Belva  Lett  LaRue) 

Children : 


Edna  Viola  Lett 

b.  in  Jasper  County, 
Ivan  Elmore  Lett 

b.  in  Jasper  County, 
Belva  Lenora  Lett 

b.  in  Jasper  County, 
Donovan  Ward  Lett 

b.  in  Jasper  County, 


b . 

Missouri 

b. 

Missouri 

b. 

Missouri 

b. 

Miss  our i 


3/10/1883  - 

11/25/1884-  d.  6/ 2/1890 
7/11/1888  - 
10/24/1897-3/4/1898 


Laura  and  her  husband,  Beverly,  as  well  as  their  sons  Ivan  and  Donovan,  were 
placed  in  the  Old  Stone  Cemetery,  Jasper  County,  Missouri. 

***** 


EDNA  VIOLA  LETT  b.  3/lO/l883  - 

and 

Charlie  Adolphus  Stauffer  b.  5/26/I884  - 

b.  at  Latrop,  Missouri  (son  of  his  father’s  second  wife) 
f.  William  Stauffer 
m.  Sarah  Beneman 


Were  married 

m.  at  Joplin,  Missouri  in 

Children : 

Beverly  Jack  Stauffer 

b.  at  Joplin,  Missouri 
Elizabeth  Hope  Stauffer 

b.  at  Joplin,  Missouri 
Beryl  Gay  Stauffer 

b.  at  Neosho,  Missouri 
Edna  Carol  Stauffer 

b.  at  Neosho,  Missouri 

Edna  Lett  Stauffer  was  a  teacher  in  tl 


6/17/19O8 

her  mother’s  home. 

b.  5/27/1910  - 
b.  I2/22/19II- 
b.  4/25/1917  - 
b.  8/50/19I8  - 

e  Elementary  Schools  for  many  years. 


Charlie  Stauffer  owned  and  operated  a  broom  factory. 

***** 

3EVERLY  JACK  STAUFFER  b.  5/27/19IO  - 

tnd 

3dith  Ora  Young  b.  3/9/1915 
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b.  in  Yellville,  Arkansas 
f.  James  Walter  Young 
m.  Bertha  Bogle 

Were  married 

m.  at  Addison,  New  York 


6/3/1933 


Children 

Carolyn  Sue  Stauffer  ^ •  7/28/1936 

b.  in  Betroit,  Wayne  County,  Michigan 
Karl  William  Stauffer  b> .  8/l0/l941  - 

b.  in  Detroit,  Wayne  County,  Michigan 
Anita  Kay  Stauffer  "b •  6/l8/l947 

b.  in  Detroit,  Wayne  County,  Michigan 


Beverly  Jack  Stauffer  works  in  the  Newspaper  business. 


*  *  *  *  * 


CAROLYN  SUE  STAUFFER 


b.  7/28/1936  - 


and 

Frederick 


Floyd  Buckowich  "b .  l/2l/l930  - 

b.  in  South  Canyon,  Garfield  County,  Colorado 
f.  Felix  Lawrence  Buckowich 
m.  Lou  Bernice  Drake  Buckowich 


Were  married 

m.  at  Neosho,  Newton  County,  Missouri 
This  family  belongs  to  the  Church  of  Christ. 


Above  information  courtesy  Carolyn  Sue  Stauffer  Buckowich. 


Fred  Buckowich  is  a  western  Union  Relief  Manager.  They  have  a  trailer  home 
which  makes  their  living  far  more  interesting,  as  he  is  assigned  to  positions 
for  short  periods  of  time,  usually.  He  relieves  managers  on  vacation  or  sick 
leave,  and  such.  Often  they  are  in  one  place  only  one  week.  At  the  time 
this  information  was  given  (April  1959)  they  were  in  Jefferson  City,  Missouri, 
to  cover  press  messages  in  connection  with  the  Missouri  Legislature.  They 
stayed  much  longer  than  most  as  it  was  of  a  five  months  duration.  They  really 
feel  like  old  timers. 


They  are  a  couple  that  adjust  to  this 
to  be  traveling,  which  is  indeed  thei] 

*  ■ 

EDNA  CAROL  STAUFFER 
and 

Elden  Sallee 

b.  in  Northern  Missouri 
f.  Onal  Sallee 
m.  Ester  Moore 

Were  married 

m.  in  Neosho,  Missouri  at 

Children : 

Stephen  Elden  Sallee 
Rodney  Keith  Sallee 
Gregory  Ward  Sallee 
Pamela  Gay  Sallee 

Elden  Sallee  is  Manager  at  a  Co-op  St 
1958.) 


life  well.  They  consider  their  hobby 
living  also. 

*  *  * 

b.  8/30/1918  - 

b.  11/23/1915  - 

9/14/1938 

her  parents'  home. 

b.  1/15/1942  - 

b.  11/12/1945  - 
b.  5/6/1946 
b.  8/29/1948  - 

)re  in  Sterling,  Colorado.  (Note  made  in 
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BELVA  LENORA  LETT  b.  7/11/1888  - 

and 

Jesse  Lee  LaRue  b.  9/l8/l885  -  d.  Il/l/l948  (Grave  stone 

b.  in  Carl  Junction,  Missouri  shows  date  of  birth  1884>  erroneously) 
f.  John  LaRue 
m.  Emma  Jones 

Were  married  4/2 

m.  at  her  mother's  home,  1515  Moffett  Ave . ,  Joplin,  Missouri 

Child: 

Beverly  June  LaRue  b.  6/16/1914  - 

Belva  LaRue  was  for  many  years  supervisor  of  Art  and  Elementary  Grades  at 

School.  Her  husband  Jesse  was  a  proprietor  of  a  radiator  shop. 

(Above  information  courtesy  Belva  LaRue.) 


*  * 

BEVERLY  JUNE  LARUE 
and 

Frank  Louis  Pickett 

b.  in  Galena,  Kansas 
f.  Mitchell  James  Pickett 
m.  Rose  Ann  Murphy 

Were  married 

m.  at  Galena,  Cherokee  Cou: 

Children : 


*  *  * 

b.  6/16/1914  - 

b.  4/12/1911  -  d.  2/5/1955.  Burial  in 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  4  miles  N.E.  of 
Joplin,  Missouri 

12/19/1943 

ty,  Kansas 


Margaret  Jean  Pickett 
(Nickname  Marty) 

b.  in  Joplin,  Missouri 
Patricia  Wynne  Pickett 

b.  in  Joplin,  Missouri 
Jane  Carol  Pickett 

b.  in  Joplin,  Missouri 


b.  II/15/1947- 

b.  n/28/1948- 
b.  l/ll/l951  - 


i  Beverly  June  L.  Pickett  for  many  years  taught  Senior  High  School  English. 


Her  husband,  Frank,  was  with  American  Lead  and  Zinc  Company.  His  brother-in- 
law  is  now  (1958)  General  Manager. 


Above  information  courtesy  Belva  Lett  LaRue. 

***** 


b.  10/19/1865-  d. 


1/10/1941 

2/20/1928 


GEORGE  LELAND  BENSCHOTER 

and 

Nellie  Hazlewood  h.  4/12/I866  -  d. 

b.  East  of  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 
f.  Flavius  Hazlewood 
m.  Jane  Onstott  Hazlewood 
Were  married  IO/19/I885 

*  m.  at  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Children : 

Carl  Alva  Benschoter  b.  IO/15/I886-  d.  5/6/1933 

*  b .  at  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Earl  Leonard  Benschoter  b.  IO/5/I892  - 

*  b .  at  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Roy  Burgess  Benschoter  b.  2/6/1897  -  d.  9/14/1918 

b.  at  Carthage  (?) 

*Information  marked  thus,  courtesy  Earl  Benschoter. 
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John  Leland  Benschoter  h.  l/l9/l905  “ 

George  Benschoter  farmed  near  Carthage,  Missouri.  In  addition  to  raising  wheat 
he  raised  livestock. 

**He  and  his  wife  were  both  people  of  short  stature.  They  were  especially  fond 
of  each  other,  always  compatible.  While  they  raised  their  family  they  shared 
each  other's  joys  and  sorrows  with  a  whole  heart.  When  they  were  older,  their 
family  grown  and  with  homes  of  their  own,  these  two  never  tired  of  being  to¬ 
gether.  They  might  be  found  hunting  small  game  together,  or  any  other  means  of 
pleasure  suitable  to  both.  Lois  Paul  Perkins  says  of  Uncle  George,  "To  me,  he 
was  truly  a  great  man." 


*The  remains  of  George  Benschoter  and  his  wife  now  rest  in  the  Fullerton  Ceme¬ 
tery,  Jasper  County,  Missouri. 


*  *  *  *  * 


CARL  ALVY  BENSCHOTER  b.  IO/5/I886 

and 

Nellie  May  Wade  b.  5/8/1889 

***  b.  Benton  County,  Arkansas 

***  f.  Theodore  Clarke  Wade 

***  m.  Melinda  Isabell  Cupp  Wade 

Were  married  1/2/19IO 

***  m.  at  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Children : 


Carl  Burgess  Benschoter  b.  5/l3/l9H 

***  b.  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Mabel  Lora  Benschoter  b.  8/2l/l912 

***  b.  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri 


d.  5/6/1933 


d.  5/II/19II 


***Carl  Benschoter  attended  school  at  Victory  and  Stony  Point  Schools.  Like 
his  father,  he  was  a  farmer.  He  raised  grains  -  wheat,  corn  and  oats.  His 
hobby  was  experimenting  with  these  crops,  and  with  his  wheat  he  was  able  to 
improve  it  to  a  desired  success.  In  addition  to  his  crop  farming,  he  raised 
Registered  Jersey  cattle  and  Long  Black  Poland  hogs. 


He  held  a  thief  in  very  low  esteem  and  worked  with  others  to  combat  the  practic . 
Carl  and  his  wife  Nellie  belonged  to  the  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church. 

His  death  was  due  to  cardiac  pneumonia  and  paralysis. 

His  remains  now  rest  in  the  Fullerton  Cemetery,  Jasper  County,  Missouri. 

***** 

(The  following  not  Benschoter  genealogy  but  so  closely  akin.) 

4/24/1958 

3/26/1936  ,  in  Iowa. 
4/28/1897 


b.  5/8/1889  - 


NELLIE  MAY  WADE  BENSCHOTER 
and 

***Arthur  Fremont  Hill  b.  l/2l/l883-  d. 

b.  in  Marshall  Town,  Tamey  County,  Iowa 
***  f.  Cyrus  Hill  b.  9/21/1856-  d. 

***  m.  Ida  Alice  White  Hill  b.  1/29/I857-  d. 

***Were  married  5/29/1936 


*This  information,  courtesy  Earl  Benschoter. 
**This  information,  courtesy  Lois  Perkins. 
***This  information,  courtesy  Nellie  B.  Hill. 
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m.  at  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 
*This  couple  belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church. 

*Arthur’s  occupation  was  carpenter  and  stone  veneer  mason.  After  his  retire¬ 
ment,  they  both  liked  being  around  children  and  he  made  much  furniture  for  the 
tiny  tots. 


\ 


*  *  *  *  * 

b.  8/21/1912  - 


MABEL  LORA  BENSCHOTER 
and 

Arlo  Sylvester  Royer  b.  IO/21/19II- 

**  b .  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

**  f.  William  Henry  Royer 

**  m.  Georgia  Ann  Stoner  Royer 

Were  married  4/8 /l 9 3 3 

**  m.  at  Duesquene,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Children ; 

Anna  May  Royer  b.  10/2/1935  - 

**  b .  in  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Carl  Arlo  Royer  b.  3/l7/l941  - 

**  b .  in  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

**Mabel  graduated  from  Carl  Junction  Grade  and  Carthage  High  School.  Arlo 
attended  Jasper  County  Public  Schools.  Mabel’s  hobby  is  growing  flowers,  and 
she  especially  has  success  with  African  Violets. 

**Arlo  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
and  Lions  Club.  Mabel  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of.  the  Eastern  Star,  and 
Social  Order  of  Beauceant. 

**The  two  children,  Anna  May  and  Carl  Arlo,  attended  Carthage  Grade  School 
and  Carthage  High  School.  This  year  (1959)  Carl  Arlo  is  to  graduate  from 
Earl  Warren  High,  of  Downey,  California. 

**The  family  enjoys  visiting  interesting  places  in  the  United  States,  and 
appreciate  watching  most  competitive  sports. 

**They  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

**Mable  now  works  (1959)  for  the  California  Pacific  Crayon  Company,  Inc.  of 
Maywood,  California.  Her  husband  Arlo  is  an  employee  of  the  Downey  City  Schoo 
District . 

***** 

ANNA  MAY  ROYER  b.  10/2/1935  - 

and 

**Walter  Raymond  Sellers,  Jr.  b.  12/2l/l934~ 

**  b.  near  Jasper,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

**  f.  Walter  Raymond  Sellers,  Sr. 

**  m.  Beulah  Alice-Faye  Peek  Sellers 

**Were  married  12/l8/l954 

**  m.  at  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 


information  marked  thus,  courtesy  Nellie  B.  Hill 
**Inf ormat ion  marked  thus,  courtesy  Mable  B.  Royer 
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Children : 

*Michael  Raymond  Sellers  h.  5/l 3/l 957  - 

b.  at  Maywood,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 

*Anna  and  Walter  attended  school  at  the  Carthage  High  School  of  Jasper  County , 
Missouri . 

*The  family  belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church, 

*  Anna  is  at  present  (1959)  ©mployed  at  a  bank  in  Bell,  California,  Her  hus¬ 
band,  Walter,  works  for  a  drug  manufacturing  firm. 

***** 

EARL  LEONARD  BENSCHOTER  b.  10/5/1892  - 

and  . 

Letha  Hudson  Cunningham  b.  8/26/1892  - 

**  b.  in  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

**  f.  Andrew  Cunningham 

**  m.  Letha  Jane  Nowlin  Cunningham 

Were  married  2/1/1911 

**  m.  at  Columbus,  Cherokee  County,  Kansas 

Children : 

Nina  Elizabeth  Benschoter  b.  6/ 26/1912  - 

**  b.  in  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Nellie  Lucille  Benschoter  b.  1/17/1917  - 

**  b.  in  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Letha  Earlene  Benschoter  b.  5/3l/l923  -  d.  1/22/1924 

**  b.  in  Pittsburg,  Cherokee  County,  Kansas 

Twyla  Nadine  Benschoter  b.  8/24/1926  - 

b.  in  Pittsburg,  Cherokee  County,  Kansas 

**Earl  Benschoter  was  employed  by  the  DuPont  Powder  Company  for  a  period  of 
twenty-five  years  before  his  retirement. 

**This  family  belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church. 

***Letha  Earlene  Benschoter  rests  in  the  Fullerton  Cemetery. 

***** 

NINA  ELIZABETH  BENSCHOTER  b.  6/26/1912  - 

and 

Garnet  Claie  Firey  b.  7/23/l906  - 

**  b .  in  Lincoln,  Lancastar  County,  Nebraska 

**  f.  Samuel  Irvin  Firey 

**  m.  Dora  Coffer  Firey 

Were  married 
Children : 


12/26/1932 


Garnette  Elaine  Firey  b.  ll/22/l933- 

**  b.  in  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Charles  Earl  Firey  b.  Il/l4/l936- 

**  b.  in  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 


**Garnet  Claie  worked  as  a  truck  driver.  His  lodge  is  the  Order  of  the  Eagles. 


*Information  marked  thus,  courtesy  Mabel  B.  Royer. 

**Inf ormat ion  marked  thus,  courtesy  of  Earl  and  Letha  Benschoter. 
***Inf ormation  marked  thus,  courtesy  of  Lois  Paul  Perkins. 
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GARNET  ELAINE  FIREY 
and 

*Cleo  Banister 


* 

b. 

in  Juaniata,  Nebraska 

* 

f . 

Joseph  Herbert  Banister 

* 

m. 

Nancy  Z.  Carter  Banister 

*Were  married 

*  * 

CHARLES  EARL  FIREY 
and 

*Janet  McLaren 

*  f.  James  McLaren 

*  m.  Molly  McLaren 

*Were  married 

*  m.  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland 

*Charles  Earl  Firey,  a  member  of  the  U 
2-g-  years,  and  in  Scotland  one  year  (as 

*  * 


b.  11/22/1933  - 
b.  l/l5/l930  - 

7/20/1957 
*  *  * 

b.  II/14/1936  - 

12/26/1958 

ited  States  Air  Force,  was  in  Japan 
of  the  end  of  year  1958). 

*  *  * 


b.  1/17/1917 


NELLIE  LUCILLE  BENSCHOTER 
and 

James  Warren  Hastings  b.  3/8/l9l6 

**  b.  in  Big  Sandy,  Benton  County,  Tennessee 

**  f.  James  Hilary  Hastings 

**  m.  Lena  Ann  Lindsley  Hastings 

Were  married  11/24/1938 

**  m.  in  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Children : 


b.  3/6/1941 
b.  2/18/1944 


**James  Herschel  Hastings 
**  b.  in  Washington,  D.C. 

**John  Leland  Hastings 
**  b.  in  Washington,  D.C. 

**Thomas  Warren  Hastings  b.  2/25/1945 

**  b.  in  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 


**When  Lucille  became  Mrs.  Hastings,  she  dropped  the  "Nellie"  portion  of  her 
name  and  became  Lucille  Benschoter  Hastings. 


**This  family  belongs  to  the  Grace  Presbyterian  Church. 

**Warren  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge,  Lucille  a  member  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  Warren  also  belongs  to  the  Lions  Club.  Their  hobbies  are  golf,  oil 
painting,  and  they  enjoy  collecting  stamps,  rocks,  bullets  and  coins. 

**Lucille  attended  school  at  Carthage  High  School  and  later  went  to  business 
college.  Warren  took  his  schooling  in  Washington,  D.C.,  at  George  Washington 
and  Columbus. 

**The  children,  Jim,  John  and  Tom,  are  having  their  schooling  at  Wichita, 
Kansas,  where  Jim  will  graduate  from  Wichita  Southeast  High  School  this  spring 
John  is  in  the  9th  grade,  Tom  an  8th  grader  (as  of  1959 )  • 


■^Information  marked  thus,  courtesy  Earl  and  Letha  Benschoter. 

**Inf ormat i on  marked  thus,  courtesy  Lucille  Benschoter  Hastings.  Dated  3/19^9 
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*Warren  Hastings  and  Lucille  met  while  they  were  both  Y^orking  for  Securities 
and  Exchange  Commission,  in  Washington  D.C. 

*Warren  was  a  member  of  the  U.S.  Navy.  Was  Yeoman  First  Class,  Censorship  in 
Washington,  D.C.  Later  was  transferred  and  made  Chief  Storekeeper  on  U.S.S, 
Eldorado,  AGC  -  11,  active  in  the  Philippines,  Iwo  Jima  and  Okinawa  Areas. 

Total  of  3^-  years  in  service  with  15  months  overseas.  Went  into  the  Navy  on 
April  27,  1942  and  was  discharged  October  5?  1945* 

*After  his  return  from  overseas  duty,  Lucille  had  polio.  Was  confined  for 
one  month  in  a  hospital  in  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas.  Doctors  advised- that 
they  not  return  to  Washington,  D.C.  due  to  her  health.  They  compromised  betv/ee 
her  own  home  in  Missouri  and  Washington,  D.C.  and  settled  at  Wichita,  Kansas. 
Her  polio  left  its  mark  upon  her  permanently  but  she  was  able  to  lead  a  rather 
normal  life  after  the  attack.  Warren  was  made  Comptroller  at  Wesley  Hospital 
in  Wichita,  and  Lucille  is  employed  as  a  secretary  for  the  Board  of  Education 
in  Wichita. 

***** 


JOHN  LELAND  BENSCHOTER 


b.  1/19/1905  - 


and 

Lillian 

** 

** 

** 


Josephine  Spencer  b.  4/12/1906  - 

b.  in  Reeds,  Missouri 
f.  Parker . Samuel  Spencer 
m.  Edith  Augusta  Hine  Spencer 


Were  married 
**  m. 


at  Carthage , 


1/10/1927 

Jasper  County,  Missouri 


Children : 


**Colleen  Delores  Benschoter  b.  12/23/1927“ 

**  b .  at  Route  5?  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

**Janet  Lenona  Benschoter  b.  4/11/1935  - 

b.  at  Joplin,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 


*  *  *  *  * 


b.  12/23/1927- 


COLLEEN  DELORES  BENSCHOTER 
and 

**Samuel  Gleene  Nicholls  II  b.  12/31/1923- 

**  b .  in  Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania 

**  f.  Samuel  Gleene  Nicholls 

**  rn.  Blanche  Goldsboro  Nicholls 

V/ere  married  5/15/1945 

**  m.  at  Springfield,  Greene  County,  Missouri 

Children  1 

**Samuel  Gleene  Nicholls  III  b.  12/13/1945- 

b.  at  Springfield,  Greene  County,  Missouri 
**John  Barry  Nicholls  b.  3/28 /l 9 5 3  - 

b.  at  Washington,  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania 
**Mark  Scott  Nicholls  b.  4/26/1956  - 

b.  at  Washington,  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania 

Samuel  Glene  Nicholls  II  is  an  ,M.D. 


*  *  *  *  * 


^Information  marked  thus,  courtesy  Lucille  Benschoter  Hastings.  Dated  3/1959, 
**Inf ormation  marked  thus,  courtesy  Lillian  Benschoter. 
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JANET  LEONA  BENSCHOTER  b.  4/11/1935  - 

and 

*Robert  Floyd  Evans  b.  12/30/1929- 

*  b.  in  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

*  f.  Howard  Hardy  Evans  of  Kansas  State 

*  m.  Anna  Florence  Oliver  Evans 

*Were  married  6/12/1954 

*  m.  in  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

***** 

it  ROY  BURGESS  BENSCHOTER  b.  2/6/1897  -  d.  9/14/19I8 

5e:and 

Birdie  Moss 

? We re  married  IO/14/1917 

**  m.  in  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

**No  children. 

***Roy  was  helping  with  their  horses  as  was  the  usual  custom.  The  supposi¬ 
tion  is  a  small  dog  which  aided  at  times  to  bring  in  their  horses  and  cows, 
nipped  the  heel  of  a  horse.  The  animal  lashed  out  kicking  Roy  in  the  forehead 
solidly.  He  lived  a  few  days,  seemed  to  improve,  but  instead,  his  death  followed. 

***** 

FRANCIS  MARION  BENSCHOTER 
(Son  of  Pamelia  Craig  and  Burgess  Benschoter) 

Francis  Marion  Benschoter  (Frank  to  all)  was  the  first  son  of  Pamelia 
Frances  Craig  Benschoter  and  Burgess  Benschoter  to  be  born  after  they  moved  to 
their  new  homestead  near  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri. 

His  mother  and  father  had  made  the  move  from  Richardson  County,  Nebraska, 

(at  the  same  time  Pamelia* s  parents  moved)  to  claim  homesteads.  This  was  about 
L866.  Frank's  father  at  first  had  80  acres,  eight  miles  south  of  Carthage. 

Less  than  two  years  after  Prank's  birth,  he  vms  blessed  with  a  baby  brother 
vho  was  named  Yernoy  (or  Yernie).  As  the  two  healthy  Americans  grew,  they 
Drought  embarrassment  to  their  mother  many  times  with  mischievous  pranks  which 
somehow  seemed  to  daily  hatch  in  the  mind  of  either  one  or  the  other. 

It  is  interesting  to  read  in  Edna  Lett  Stauffer's  early  writing,  about  when 
Frank  would  be  dismissed  from  his  primary  grades^  upon  leaving  school  he  would 
Let  out  a  lusty  yell  and  throw  his  books  high  into  the  air.  The  yell  was  de¬ 
signed  to  let  his  mother  know  he  was  freed  from  school  and  on  his  way  home, 
although  he  was  a  half-mile  away.  About  his  book's  life-longevity  I  have  often 
vondered . 

As  they  were  growing  older  one  of  the  more  outstanding  events  of  this 
salibre  deals  with  a  peddler  who  drove  a  horse  and  buggy  about  the  rural  areas 
selling  pills,  liniment  or  perhaps  farm  produce  that  came  his  way  -  such  as  eggs. 

One  evening  this  man  arrived  at  the  Burgess  Benschoter  farm  at  a  rather 
Late  hour  and  was  invited  to  remain  for  the  night.  Prank  and  Vernie  were  dis¬ 
patched  to  unharness  his  horse,  feed,  water  and  put  it  in  the  stable.  They 
obeyed,  but  in  their  own  way. 

Before  the  horse  was  allowed  to  rest,  they  drove  him  at  a  brisk  clip  over 
is  many  of  those  homesteaded  80  acres  as  were  covered  at  the  time,  with  corn 
stubble.  When  the  two  tired  ot  the  excursion,  they  unharnessed,  unbuckled  each 

information  marked  thus,  courtesy  Lillian  Benschoter. 
f*Inf ormation  marked  thus,  courtesy  Earl  Benschoter. 

'"^Information  marked  thus,  courtesy  John  Benschoter. 
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buckle,  and  left  their  handiwork  in  great  detailed  disarray;  then  took  care  of 
the  horse  and  went  to  the  house. 

After  a  sound  night's  sleep  these  brothers  arose  early,  had  their  break¬ 
fast  and  got  themselves  off  to  whatever  the  day  held  for  them  before  the  guest 
had  awakened. 

Burgess  Benschoter  himself  viras  quite  busy,  and  after  breakfasting  with 
his  guest,  assured  him  of  his  welcome  whenever  he  was  by,  extended  his  regrets 
that  he  could  not  help  harness  up  due  to  lack  of  time,  and  proceeded  to  his 
labors . 

The  good  peddler  eventually  got  the  harness  together,  culled  the  eggs  re¬ 
moving  the  broken  ones  (which  represented  a  goodly  percentage),  rearranged  his 
bottles  and  other  produce  and  got  on  his  way.  Be  it  said  for  the  man,  though, 
he  did  not  accuse  the  boys  of  doing  the  damage.  He  only  "wondered"  how  in  the 
world  he  could  have  shaken  his  load  so  completely  the  day  before. 

Possibly  the  mother  suspected.  She  probably  said  a  silent  prayer  for  the 
two  impish  youngsters  that  got  into  so  much  mischief,  but  whom  she  loved  so 
dearly . 

I  am  indebted  deeply  to  Big  Jim  Craig  for  a  story  of  Frank  Benschoter  whic 
took  place  during  the  spring  of  1889.  I  had  always  known  in  some  way  during 
his  younger  days,  this  father  of  mine  had  saved  lives  because  he  could  swim  and 
others  in  the  group  could  not.  Because  of  it,  his  own  children  had  no  choice 
about  learning  to  swim  as  we  became  a  part  of  his  family.  I  had  never  had  the 
story,  however,  until  December  of  1958  when  Big  Jim  Craig  gave  it  to  me. 

Hear  Carthage,  Frank  Benschoter  went  to  work  for  a  Mr .  Lucas.  It  was  a 
very  wet  spring.  At  one  time  Mrs.  Lucas,  with  daughter,  wanted  to  go  to  a 
neighborhood  gathering.  Mr.  Lucas  asked  Frank  to  take  her.  To  ask  the  favor 
was  one  thing;  to  do  it,  another. 

A  river  was  to  be  forded  and  Frank  thought  it  would  not  be  safe.  Mrs. 
Lucas  was  of  another  opinion.  Frank  donned  his  rubber  boots.  They  started  out 
When  the  river  was  reached  it  was  out  of  its  banks,  water  muddy,  small  limbs  an 
less  desirable  debris  floating  swiftly  by.  Again  he  offered  Mrs.  Lucas  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  change  her  mind,  but  she  was  of  the  opinion  they  could  safely  cros 
and  she  REALLY  wanted  to  go  to  that  gathering. 

When  he  drove  the  horses  into  the  swollen  stream  they  suddenly  learned 
the  ford-bed  had  been  washed  away.  There  was  no  footing.  The  wagon  box  floate 
down  into  the  boulders,  then  spilled  them  into  the  flood.  He  was  an  excellent 
swimmer.  He  went  to  the  bank,  removed  his  boots,  then  plunged  into  the  muddy 
water  and  removed  first,  the  mother,  then  returned  and  brought  the  daughter  to 
safety.  By  that  time  the  horses  were  badly  tangled  in  their  harness  and  panic 
stricken.  He  returned  to  them  and  in  some  manner  succeeded  in  bringing  both 
ashore  successfully.  He  risked  his  life  each  time  he  entered  the  flooded  river 

He  returned  home  with  Mrs.  Lucas,  a  wetter  and  much  wiser  woman. 

Ho  small  wonder  in  later  years  his  own  children  were  called  upon  to  learn 
to  swim  well . 

As  he  grew  older  he  met  and  admired,  then  fell  hopelessly  in  love  with  his 
first  cousin,  Maud  Whitcomb. 

During  the  year  of  1893  Maud's  father,  Olney  Whitcomb,  moved  from  their 
Humboldt,  Hebraska,  home  to  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas,  bringing  his  family 
with  him,  including  the  daughter  Maude. 

Just  when  Frank  Benschoter  followed  is  not  established  exactly,  but  follow 
he  did. 
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I  am  indebted  to  Eva  Whitcomb  Aiken  for  a  story  given  her  of  Frank  Ben- 
?choter  soon  after  his  arrival  in  Texas. 

He  attended  some  meetings  of  the  Seventh  Bay  Adventist  faith  and  was 
t  leeply  impressed.  He  asked  his  cousin,  Bird  Whitcomb,  to  attend  -  which  he  did. 
Is  time  progressed,  points  came  out  in  the  teachings  which  Frank  could  not  ac- 
jept .  His  cousin  Bird  had  a  different  view  and  became  a  member  of  the  church, 

Cn  years  following,  few  knew  Bird  Whitcomb  who  did  not  quickly  connect  him  with 
jhe  church  work,  and  his  activities  in  the  faith  went  closely  with  him  for  the 
?est  of  his  life. 


Frank  was  in  Webster  for  some  time  before  January  8th  of  I896 ,  when  he  and 
'  laude  were  married  in  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas. 

S 

They  rented  a  home  in  Webster.  I  think  neither-  lived  to  see  the  day  they 
e  ’egretted  their  marriage. 


On  December  of  that  same  year,  their  first  daughter  was  born.  Maude  named 
,e  ler  Eloda  Fay.  I  was  fortunate  to  have  been  born  of  that  father  and  mother. 


.ic 


As  I  grew  older  and  commenced  to  speak  words,  it  is  said  the  first  time  I 
:ombined  them,  I  saved  myself  a  spanking.  My  father  was  leaving  and  I  hastened 
;o  follow.  My  mother  checked  my  plans  and  asked  where  I  was  going.  In  reply  I 
laid,  "Doe  wiff  papa." 


My  mother  often  helped  her  father  and  mother  in  their  General  Merchandise 
Store  at  Webster.  She  could  be  counted  upon  if  any  emergency  "would  arise  there 
-nd  often  took  me  with  her. 


On  January  3rd,  1898,  I  was  given  a  little  sister  whose  name  viras  Zelta 
iva.  She  and  I  grew  up  together  sharing,  failing  to,  loving  each  other,  scrap- 
>ing  and  otherwise  proving  ourselves  to  be  American  Sisters. 


One  of  the  biggest  events  in  our  lives  until  then,  was  the  1900  Galveston 
torm  which  passed  over  Webster  in  all  its  fury. 
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Our  father  and  mother  went  about  their  home  very  silently,  doing  what  they 
ould  to  keep  the  water  out,  and  their  place  somewhat  in  order.  My  mother  was 
particularly  silent  as  she  watched  her  husband,  her  children,  her  home,  and 
ordered  if  we  would  safely  pass  through  the  night.  She  was  worried,  too,  for 
er  father  and  mother,  whose  two-stor y  s t ore -building-and-home  she  knew  woulb 
e  badly  damaged,  if  not  demolished.  Her  parents,  she  was  deeply  concerned  for. 
'er  brother  Bird,  who  lived  near,  was  in  her  thoughts,  too.  His  wife  was  on 
alveston  Island  visiting  her  sister,  selling  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  books 
nd  otherwise  promoting  her  faith  by  work. 


When  dawn  came  and  the  storm  had  considerably  subsided,  it  was  discovered 
,  er  parents  had  come  through  unhurt,  but  their  building  had  been  destroyed. 

uch  of  their  merchandise  they  salvaged.  My  father  and  mother  both  helped 
..herever  they  could.  Our  mother  brought  bolts  of  water-damaged  materials  up 
0  her  home,  laid  them  out  to  dry  on  her  lawn  when  the  clothes  lines  were 
illed,  then  neatly  ironed  the  cloth  and  rewound  it  on  its  bolster.  Such  things 
,  s  men's  overalls,  shirts  and  other  clothing  was  laundered,  ironed  and  stored 
n  a  house  across  the  street  from  ours,  until  a  store  building  could  again  be 
rected  and  the  merchandise  returned  to  it.  No  such  thing  as  a  "fire  sale"  in 
ishose  days.  My  father  helped  to  rebuild  the  store. 


Our  Uncle  Bird  was  not  so  fortunate.  His  wife  was  lost  in  the  storm.  Our 
ather  helped  in  the  organized  search  for  her  body.  Her  remains  were  never 
1  ound . 


After  the  store  building  was  completed,  it  was  no 
eft  Webster  to  work  in  an  oil  field  at  High  Island. 

0  not  know,  but  was  made  a  driller  after  he  had  been 


t  long  until  our  father 
What  he  did  at  first  I 
there  a  while. 
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He  had  never  been  a  man  to  smoke  or  drink.  In  an  oil  field  such  a  man  was! 
a  rare  thing.  He  stuck  to  his  beliefs.  All  men  there  lived  in  tents,  two  men  j 
to  a  tent.  A  much  larger  tent  served  as  cook-house  and  mess  hall.  He  did  not  g: 
like  being  away  from  home  but  could  not  find  work  to  his  liking  around  Webster 

at  that  time. 

After  he  left  his  father  and  mother's  home  in  Missouri,  he  never  returned 
except  for  visits.  I'm  sure  he  missed  them  often. 

When  he  had  been  away  from  his  Webster  home  so  long  Zelta  and  I  almost  hac 
forgotten  him,  one  Sunday  morning  in  the  oil  field  a  helper  from  his  rig  came 
to  his  tent  and  asked  for  his  tent-mate  named  Coxy.  The  visitor  had  been  drinl 
ing.  He  was  told  the  other  man  was  still  sleeping.  With  a  sureness  of  himseli 
that  comes  to  only  those  who  have  been  drinking  too  much,  the  visitor  mumbled, 
"I'll  just  wake  him  up." 

The  visitor's  intentions  were  to  aim  his  revolver  at  the  ground  near  the 
head  of  the  sleeping  man  and  fire.  Poor  enough  thought  at  its  best;  few  who 
have  grown  up  mentally  cling  to  practical  jokes,  and  particularly  not  this  kinc 
Also,  I  hold  to  the  idea  that  the  best  balanced  thinkers  do  not  use  alcohol. 

This  man  combined  both,  and  with  an  exhibition  of  bad  timing  (due  to  his  dimmec 
mental  condition)  he  pulled  the  trigger  too  soon,  shooting  our  father  through 
the  calf  of  his  leg. 

There  was  no  doctor  at  the  oil  field.  The  patient  was  taken  in  a  rowboar 
about  thirty  miles  to  Galveston  Island  before  medical  aid  could  be  given. 

The  day  was  hot.  The  doctor  not  the  best. 

After  this  injury  our  father  spent  much  time  at  his  Webster  home.  Our 
mother  thought  he  would  not  survive  the  blood-poisoning  that  set  in,  but  she 
would  not  tell  her  husband  of  her  worries.  He ■ thought  the  same  about  his 
chances  to  survive,  but  never  told  her  because  he  was  afraid  he  would  worry  he] 
further.  To  Zelta  and  me,  it  was  just  a  case  of  our  father  being  home  again.  \ 
We  liked  him  about. 

No  Registered  Nurse  ever  tried  harder  to  bring  her  patient  through  a  cris:| 
than  this  small  loyal  wife  who  worked  with  and  watched  progress  of  the  injury. 

It  was  a  joyful  day  for  them  both  when  it  could  definitely  be  determined  the 
injury  was  mending.  It  was  a  long  time  later  when  he  was  able  to  hobble  about;! 
the  house.  Never,  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  did  he  live  down  the  mark.  The 
leg  bothered  him  often  and  v/as  always  of  a  considerably  larger  size  than  the 
other . 

All  the  rest  of  his  life  I  watched  my  father  get  about  with  one  leg  that 
hurt  often,  and  only  because  another  man  had  been  drinking;  with  the  drinker, 
not  too  much  but  his  timing  was  bad,  while  his  confidence  in  himself  entirely 
complete . 

Until  today,  I  never  see  a  man  or  woman  who  has  been  drinking  unless  oncei 
more  I  realize  what  could  happen,  and  hope  for  the  sake  of  those  about  them 
that  it  doesn't. 

Our  father  returned  to  work  at  High  Island  as  soon  as  he  could  well  get 
about,  and  long  before  he  was  physically  able  to  do  so.  Once  more  our  mother 
was  left  alone  with  Zelta  and  me  and  we  saw  our  father  only  when  he  could  get 
home  on  visits . 

This  arrangement  lasted  for  many  months. 

During  this  period,  on  March  1902,  we  had  another  little  sister  come 
to  our  house.  She  was  named  Alta  Yerl.  A  little  blonde  this  time,  with  blue,! 
blue  eyes  and  fair  skin,  like  that  of  our  Grandfather  Benschoter.  So  it  was 
conceded  this  last  child  "looked  like  the  Benschoters " .  Zelta  and  I  thought 
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quite  a  treasure.  Our  mother  and  father  did,  too. 


ii 


Now  with  three  little  girls  to  care  for,  her  husband  away  much,  the  chickens, 
J°ws ,  and  garden  to  look  after,  the  tiny  little  mother  was  a  busy  person  indeed, 
ler  brother  Bird,  who  lived  near  and  had  by  now  remarried,  helped  her  with  her 

&frd  some  of  her  bargaining  when  she  went  to  lay  in  supplies.  She  depended 


ipon  this  willing  brother  much.  His  wife  was  kindly,  also,  and  very  helpful. 


The  day  came  when  our  Grandfather  Whitcomb  decided  to  drill  some  wells  near 
Vebster,  and  asked  our  father  to  take  charge  of  the  job.  That  was  a  happy  de¬ 
cision  from  our  mother’s  viewpoint.  Our  father  got  his  crew  together  and  out  to 
A  the  sight  they  moved.  The  men  would  come  home  over  the  weekends  and  sometimes 
{  nore  often.  Our  father  did  not  get  home  every  day,  but  he  was  closer  and  be¬ 
cause  it  was  a  wonderful  thing  to  our  mother,  we  liked  it,  too. 


One  day  while  our  father  was  home,  the  man  from  across  the  street  approached 

Iiim  with,  "Frank,  I  am  going  to  sell  you  my  home  over  there."  It  was  a  new  idea 
to  our  father.  He  hesitatingly  told  the  man  he  did  not  have  the  price  of  a  new 
lome.  The  elderly  gent,  Mr.  Wheeler,  said  he  and  his  sister  (who  had  acted  as 
lis  housekeeper)  both  wanted  to  return  to  their  old  home  in  Nebraska,  and  he 
ms  going  to  sell  his  Webster  home,  and  sell  it  to  Frank  Benschoter.  He  proved 
to  be  right,  for  the  home  was  bought  and  we  moved  across  the  street.  The  longest 
aove  we  made  while  we  were  children  living  at  home. 

As  at  their  first  home,  here  there  vms  always  a  garden.  Now  not  a  small 
irea,  but  one  of  considerable  size.  There  would  be  corn  raised  for  roasting  ears, 
■potatoes,  varieties  of  beans,  okra,  radishes,  lettuce,  watermelons  and  canta- 
.oupes ,  tomatoes,  s  trav/berries ,  squash,  beets,  some  cabbage,  cucumbers,  turnips, 
)eas,  peppers,  pumpkins  and  other  vegetables.  There  were  peach  trees  in  that 
garden,  also,  as  well  as  a  considerably  sized  pear  orchard  just  across  the  gar- 
Len  fence. 


This  project  was  one  the  man  of  the  house  could  not  tend  alone.  As  we 
>rew  older,  we  children  (who  refused  to  be  born  boys)  were  introduced  to  the 
■arden  work  and  made  good  helpers. 


My  mother  took  care  of  ths  surplus  by  canning.  Her  shelves  were  well 
stocked.  When  dewberry  and  blackberry  season  arrived,  she  took  us  to  the 
•ines  where  we  gathered  an  abundance  of  the  luscious  fruit  for  her  pies,  jellies 
und  jams.  She  used  nothing  but  fruit  and  sugar  for  those  rare  jellies,  and 
hey  were  beautiful  as  well  as  flavorful.  She  did  not  like  to  cook,  but  was  a 
j;ood  one. 

After  the  well  drilling  job  was  finished  for  our  Grandfather  Whitcomb, 
ur  father  turned  to  carpenter  work.  In  this  he  was  rather  proficient,  and  be¬ 
fore  he  became  older  and  quit  the  work  altogether,  he  had  contracted  to  build 
omes,  had  moved  homes,  had  remodeled  homes  and  taught  some  younger  men  their 
;irst  lessons  in  carpenter  work.  This  was  over  a  period  of  many  years,  which 
I  ere  interrupted  at  times  for  other  occupations. 


On  October  27th  of  1903  we  once  more  had  a  new  little  sister.  Four  of  us 
ow.  The  new  baby  was  named  Lillian  Elberta.  Lillian  was  our  mother's  sister's 
ame ,  and  Elberta  was  the  name  of  our  father's  sister. 


Our  dad  was  fond  of  his  daughters.  How  much  he  longed  for  a  son  before 
ach  arrived,  probably  no  one  ever  knew;  but  he  took  the  new  daughter  right  into 
is  heart  and  told  friends  he  was  thankful  his  children  were  all  girls. 

Stories  have  come  to  me  how  he  would  take  one  of  us  with  him  when  he  went 
or  a  bale  of  hay,  horseback.  On  the  return  trip  he  would  seat  us  atop  the  hay 
hich  was  in  front  of  him;  and  in  that  manner  we  would  majestically  ride  back, 
uch  a  fete  would  demand  considerable  balancing  and  a  lot  of  close  watching  or 
ne  daughter  might  take  an  earth-bound  plunge  which  could  not  have  been  beneficial. 
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As  we  grew  older  we  learned  to  ride  the  "big  horse  alone.  "Old  Tobe"  was 
a  huge  animal  and  known  the  town  over.  He  would  not  come  in  from  the  pasture 
when  called ,  but  when  we  were  still  far  too  small  to  mount  from  the  ground,  on 
of  us  would  take  feed,  place  it  on  the  ground  in  front  of  the  horse;  he  would 
reach  for  the  grain,  whereupon  we  woulcl  throw  one  leg  over  his  neck.  He  would 
throw  his  head  up  to  free  himself  of  the  weight  and  it  would  propel  us  to  his 
shoulders,  where  we  would  turn  around  and  face  front.  From  that  position,  by 
kicking  him,  we  could  start  him  toward  the  house,  slapping  him  on  the  neck  to 
guide  him  if  he  did  not  follow  the  route  desired.  In  this  manner  we  brought 
the  horse  in  many  times. 

Our  schoolhouse  was  on  the  same  crossroads  as  our  home,  but  not  directly 
across  the  street.  It  made  things  handy  many  times. 

When  I  was  old  enough  to  go  to  school,  our  father  became  a  member  of  the 
School  Board.  I  think  from  the  time  his  first  daughter  entered  school  until 
the  last  finished,  there  were  few  years  this  man  did  not  have  a  position  on 
the  School  Board.  He  never  solicited  the  job,  but  did  his  best  when  once  more 
elected . 

About  1909  our  Whitcomb  grandparents  sold  their  store  and  home  to  their 
youngest  son  and  moved  to  Riviera,  Kleberg  County,  Texas. 

On  May  12th,  1910,  we  had  another  little  sister.  This  time  her  name  was 
Frances  May.  My  school  friends  came  writh  me  during  morning  recess  to  see  the 
"Talking  Doll  that  had  come  to  the  Benschoter  home".  They  felt  they  had  a  void 
in  naming  the  baby. 

We  would  always  go  home  to  dinner.  As  May  grew  older  and  we  had  hurriedly 
enjoyed  our  meal,  we  would  each  pass  her  highchair  on  our  way  back  to  school 
and  kiss  her.  She  never  did  seem  to  especially  enjoy  it,  but  had  a  dispositioi 
like  the  little  mother,  and  must  have  figured  she  was  helping  the  older  girls 
to  grow  up.  She  was  called  upon  to  take  a  lot  of  one-sided  kissing  while  sit¬ 
ting  in  her  highchair. 

When  I  was  fifteen  years  old,  my  father  had  been  running  a  stationary 
engine  used  to  pump  water  from  deep  artesian  wells  to  water  rice  crops  grown 
by  a  Japanese  rice  farmer.  We  often  went  to  "the  pump  house"  both  to  carry 
him  warm  lunches  at  noon  and  to  take  a  swim  in  the  pool  formed  there.  I  learnd 
if  anything  went  wrong  while  our  father  was  not  on  duty,  the  man  who  was  did 
just  one  thing.  He  got  on  the  telephone,  called  our  dad,  and  things  stayed 
pretty  much  as  they  were  until  he  arrived  to  remedy  them  and  get  the  engine 
going.  It  seemed  always  the  same  routine. 

One  day  while  a  tall  new  smokestack  was  being  erected  over  one  of  the 
pump-houses,  our  father  gave  instructions  to  a  Japanese  laborer  to  remain  with 
a  certain  Guy-hook  and  make  sure  it  did  not  slip  from  its  morring  when  pressure 
was  put  on  it.  As  soon  as  our  father  left  the  man,  the  Japanese  became  curious 
about  what  was  happening  on  the  other  side  of  the  pump-house  and  slipped  to  th« 
corner  where  he  could  see.  Weight  was  put  onto  the  hook  as  the  stack  went  up; 
the  great  hook  slipped  from  its  mooring  with  a  mighty  pressure,  flew  into  the 
air,  caught  on  the  ridgepole  of  the  pumpshed,  then  descended  point  forward, 
into  the  calf  of  our  father's  bad  leg.  The  flesh  was  badly  torn.  The  Japanese 
laborer  politely  murmured,  "So  solly.  So  solly."  With  that  he  considered  his 
obligation  fulfilled. 

Once  more  our  father  was  laid  up  at  home  with  his  private  nurse  to  look 
after  him.  This  injury  did  not  keep  him  confined  so  long  as  the  first,  but  wa: 
extremely  uncomfortable  for  many  weeks. 


When  he  got  back  to  work,  it  seemed  the  steam  engine  had 
useful  days  when  comparing  it  with  some  "new"  Fairbanks  Morse 


grown  out 
and  Foose 


of  its 
Gas  ol : 


i< 


146 


Hi 


ilC 


01 


j  engines.  The  Japanese  farmer  became  the  owner  of  a  few  gasoline  engines.  When 
I  was  sixteen  I  asked  my  father  if  I  could  work  with  him,  run  the  engine  in  the 
daytime  and  let  him  have  the  night  shift.  He  quickly  told  me  no.  Then  as  an 
afterthought  inquired  what  I  thought  I  would  do  if  anything  went  wrong.  I  told 
him  I  would  get  on  the  telephone  and  yell  for  help  just  as  the  men  did  who  worked 
with  him.  He  did  not  change  his  mind,  but  said  no  — —  however,  with  less  force 
as  time  went  on. 

I  did  not  get  to  have  the  work  that  summer  but  had  a  good  friend,  an  older 
£>i-Fl?  who  had  been  recently  married.  She  ran  one  of  the  gasoline  engines  in 
the  daytime  and  her  husband  took  the  night  shift,  (These  shifts  were  always  of 
a  twelve-hour  duration. )  She  made  good  the  season  through  and  I  was  sure  our 
father  got  the  news  of  her  progress. 

Fortunately,  too,  this  pumping  activity  lasted  during  the  school  vacation 

only. 

There  was  an  enterprising  young  man  on  another  pump  at  Webster  who  held 
much  the  same  position  as  our  father  on  his  station;  when  trouble  came,  he  would 
be  called  back  to  the  job  and  expected  to  remain  until  the  trouble  was  mended 
and  work  resumed.  At  one  time  he  was  considerably  disgusted  with  his  situation 
and  asked  our  father  how  he  could  better  himself.  Our  father  told  him  it  was 
just  up  to  him.  He  advised  the  younger  man  he  was  capable  of  much  better  em¬ 
ployment  than  running  a  gasoline  engine  and  "trouble-shooting"  for  another  man 
who  could  not  learn.  Also,  he  was  young,  single,  and  with  enough  study  in  a 
chosen  field  he  could  make  good  in  a  bigger  way  than  he  could  if  he  remained  at 
Webster.  The  young  man  left,  took  instruction  of  work  as  a  Railroad  Engineer, 
and  later  became  one  of  the  best.  Finally,  as  time  passed  and  modes  changed, 
he  became  engineer  on  a  million-dollar  train  with  a  run  from  Sterling,  Colorado, 
to  North  Platte,  Nebraska,  on  the  Union  Pacific  R.R. 

I  believe  it  could  rightly  be  said  of  our  father  that  one  of  the  fine  traits 
he  strongly  gave  evidence  of,  was  influencing  young  men  to  take  more  interest  in 
themselves  and  in  their  future.  The  railroad  engineer  wrote  for  as  long  as  our 
father 
gave . 


lived,  and  often  said  he  owed  his  success  to  the  advice  Frank  Benschoter 


Our  father  had  fine  talents,  but  letter  writing  was  not  one.  When  this 
■'l3|friend  wrote,  our  father  turned  the  letter  over  to  me  to  answer  for  him.  The 
same  routine  held  after  I  went  to  Baytown  to  work.  Sometimes  he  would  include 
a  note  of  his  own  in  my  letter,  but  as  often  as  not,  the  younger  man's  letter 
came  to  me  with  no  comment.  I  understood  I  was  to  answer  directly.  At  times  a 
trip  home  was  necessary  to  learn  answers  to  the  younger  man's  questions,  but 
that  was  alright.  The  letter  would  be  written  and  always  answered  to  our  father, 
who  in  turn  enlisted  my  help  again. 

When  I  was  seventeen,  once  more  I  tried  to  influence  our  father  to  let  me 
i3work  with  him  at  the  pumphouse.  This  time  I  won  out.  I  wasn't  the  first  girl 
-to  run  a  pump  at  Webster,  but  it  was  a  first  for  me  and  I  loved  it.  I  worked 
for  three  or  four  years  with  our  father  in  this  way. 


At  one  time  during  World  War  One,  a  reporter  from  a  Houston  paper  visited 
Webster  and  someone  told  him  of  my  work.  He  returned  to  the  city  and  a  very 
complimentary  write-up  appeared  in  his  paper  about  the  young  lady  at  Webster 
who  was  doing  a  man's  job  at  running  a  pump  during  the  day  and  knitting  for 
the  soldiers  in  her  spare  time.  Bless  him  for  his  ideas,  but  at  no  time  in  my 
life  did  I  ever  know  the  first  steps  in  knitting. 

Before  our  dad  quit  working  with  the  gasoline  engines ,  most  of  my  sisters 
had  worked  with  him  in  this  way  also. 

One  year  while  I  was  working  with  him,  our  well  was  a  considerable  distance 
from  home  or  neighbors.  This  year  he  remained  on  the  job  24  hours  a  day.  He 
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slept  in  a  vacant  home  near.  During  this  season  he  read  the  Bible  completely 
through  twice. 

Sometimes  my  mother  would  drive  up  to  see  us.  She  brought  food  and  linens! 
for  our  father.  She  was  always  warmly  welcomed.  h 

During  this  season)  too  ,  we  had  one  of  our  Gulf  Coast  hurricanes •  It 
promised  to  be  a  severe  storm,  so  my  father  and  I  packaged  our  books,  his  tools 
and  other  items  which  might  be  blown  away,  and  neatly  stored  them  inside  of  the 
firebox  of  a  steam  boiler  (long  since  gone  into  disuse  because  of  the  advent  of 
the  gasoline  engine).  The  storm  took  the  pumphouse  and  held  shed  down,  but  our 
"cache"  in  the  firebox  remained  dry  and  undisturbed. 

During  this  season,  too,  I  saw  my  longest  King  Snake.  I  had  been  reading, 
got  up  to  check  the  engine  and  laid  my  book  on  the  chair  seat.  I  was  perhaps 
fifteen  feet  from  the  chair  when  a  movement  attracted  my  attention.  A  King 
Snake,  perhaps  four  feet  in  length,  had  slithered  from  the  rafters  above  where 
I  had  been,  crossed  my  chair  and  disappeared  under  the  belt  shed  wall.  Not  a 
poisonous  snake,  but  I  could  never  become  chummy  with  the  best  of  the  breed  al¬ 
though  I  knew  they  killed  poisonous  snakes  including  the  moccasin,  as  well  as 
rodents.  This  King  Snake  had  been  well  fed  for  a  long  time.  He  was  a  heavy  on 
and  a  long  one. 

Each  fall  when  school  would  start  and  I  went  back  to  the  books,  Rockefelle 
with  all  his  millions  never  felt  the  security  I  thought  I  had  with  my  money  in 
the  bank.  It  was  good  to  be  living. 

Each  year  when  time  came  for  us  to  go  back  to  school,  our  father  would 
proceed  with  the  harvesting  of  the  rice  crop.  It  lasted  far  into  the  winter. 

The  day  he  bought  his  first  new  car  was  a  real  red-letter  day.  As  with 
all  of  his  car  purchases,  he  paid  cash.  The  first  was  an  Essex.  Now  he  was 
going  to  cruise  around  the  countryside  and  take  his  little  wife  for  a  drive  now 
and  then.  The  idea  worked  well. 

. 

In  December  of  1915  I  was  married  to  one  of  the  young  men  our  father  taugh 
the  first  principles  of  the  carpenter  trade.. 

By  this  time,  also,  the  gasoline  engine  for  pumping  water  onto  rice  crops, 
was  fast  giving  way  to  an  electric  pump  and  no  employee  was  needed  with  the 
electric  device. 


Our  father  returned  to  carpenter  work. 

His  tool  house  he 'built  himself.  It  was  well  equipped  with  good  tools  of 
the  carpenter  trade.  He  took  pride  in  his  tools,  kept  his  saws  filed  exactly 
right  (for  he  did  it  himself).  To  test  the  perfection  of  his  filing,  he  would 

slide  a  small  sewing  needle  down  the  tilted  line  of  saw  teeth.  His  tool  chest 

was  a  sturdily  built  box  with  small  sliding  drawers  inside,  and  some  small  hing 

doors  or  lids  closed  off  other  portions.  His  workbench  was  a  large  one  he  used 

with  real  pleasure  and  skill. 

On  June  22,  1919?  Zelta  was  married  to  a  young  man  we  had  learned  to  love 
and  respect.  R.  L.  Mayeur  v/as  a  jeweler  by  trade.  Zelta1 s  husband  was  interes 
ing  to  our  father.  He  liked  watching  the  younger  man  at  his  trade  of  jeweler 
while  setting  diamonds,  engraving,  and  they  both  dearly  enjoyed  listening  to 
or  seeing  baseball  games  together. 


In  March  of  1922  we  lost  our  Grandmother  Whitcomb.  Our  mother  had  been 
Riviera  with  her  mother  for  several  weeks  before  she  passed  on.  The  other 
living  children  of  this  fine  grandmother  were  there  also.  It  was  a  bitter, 
bitter  thing  for  our  little  mother  to  meet. 

On  September  26,  1925?  Bertie  married  George  Plumley,  a  local  boy  of  a 
fine  family  v/hom  we  had  always  liked.  She  first  became  interested  in  him  in 
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their  high  school  days. 

.8 

Our  father  was  never  one  to  make  long  trips.  As  the  years  passed,  George 
and  Bertie  would  include  our  mother  and  father  in  their  vacation  plans.  Several 
visits  he  made  back  to  Missouri  to  visit  his  own  relatives,  were  made  in  this 
s  way.  Somehow  he  always  wanted  to  see  the  Grand  Canyon  of  the  Colorado  River, 
e  too.  He  had  seen  pictures  and  read  much  of  the  canyon.  It  was  fascinating  to 
f  him . 

,r 

After  the  loss  of  Grandmother,  our  Grandfather  Whitcomb  never  seemed  to 
quite  adjust  to  living  alone.  He  had  been  waited  upon  by  a  loyal  wife  too  long, 
i  Now  there  was  no  one  to  cook  his  special  dishes,  to  launder  shirts  as  he  liked, 
to  do  his  bookkeeping,  to  encourage  when  he  needed  and  to  always  be  at  home  when 
he  wanted.  He  could  not  conform. 

After  some  few  years  of  hopelessly  trying  this  life  in  his  own  home,  he 
gave  up  and  came  to  our  mother  to  spend  his  last  days.  I  had  never  seen  my 
father  exercise  such  patience  with  an  elderly  person  as  he  did  toward  his 
■father-in-law.  Always  he  would  say,  "He  is  not  himself.  He  is  old,  not  so 
well  as  he  used  to  be.  Just  be  patient  with  him."  The  older  gent  lingered 
until  December  of  1925  when  he  passed  away.  The  body  was  returned  to  Riviera 
e:  to  be  placed  beside  the  remains  of  his  wonderful  w if  e . 

On  June  28,  1925  Alta  was  married  to  a  young  man  who  (like  Alta)  was  an 
employee  of  the  International  Great  Northern  Railroad  and  stationed  at  Pales¬ 
tine,  Texas.  They  came  to  her  hometown  and  were  married  in  the  church  at 
Webster.  Our  father  gave  her  away  during  the  wedding  ceremony.  Thus,  the 
only  daughter  who  had  the  clear  blue  eyes  as  his  own  father  had,  became  Mrs. 
Brooks  McCain.  They  returned  to  Palestine  and  to  their  employment  after  their 
honeymoon. 

Our  father  was  getting  older  himself  now.  He  spent  more  and  more  time  at 
.j,)  home  and  our  mother  liked  that.  At  one  time  he  built  a  double  garden  seat  with 
’a  high  decorated  back.  He  enjoyed  the  work,  making  quite  an  issue  of  the 
measurements,  to  be  sure  our  little  mother  could  sit  in  the  double  chair  and 
i.jhave  both  feet  touch  the  ground  when  seated.  We  took  many  pictures  around 
i that  garden  seat,  with  the  parents  seated  and  the  girls  around  in  some  way. 

When  their  time  came,  our  mother  was  the  first  to  go.  In  January  of  1959 
we  lost  her.  The  cruelty  of  one  of  an  elderly  couple  remaining  when  the  other 
,  is  taken,  was  shown  to  us  many  times  after  our  father  lived  on  without  his  wife. 

On  one  of  their  vacation  trips  after  our  mother  was  gone,  George  and  Bertie 
i  [took  Papa  along  and  they  visited  the  Grand  Canyon.  Thus,  an  ambition  of  long 
;  standing  had  been  realized  for  him. 

At  home  our  father  tried  many  things  and  many  ways  of  living.  None  were 

I  quite  right. 

The  best  arrangement  outlined  during  this  time  was  when  he  asked  May  and 
,s  her  family  to  move  back  into  the  old  home  with  him.  May  and  her  husband  talked 
the  matter  over  and  decided,  for  our  father’s  sake,  to  try  this.  Our  father 
was  very  fond  of  May's  children.  He  was  an  old  man,  though,  and  unable  to  change 
his  ways.  Finally,  after  a  sincere  trial,  May  thought  possibly  he  would  be  hap¬ 
pier  alone  again,  so  she  and  her  family  moved  back  to  her  home.  She  had  given 
•'up  her  ov/n  home  to  please  him  and  he  tried  to  appreciate,  but  it  was  not  meant 
to  be . 

It  was  George  and  Bertie  who  called  one  Sunday  evening  to  find  him  confined 
to  bed.  They  took  him  to  Houston  to  their  home  with  them.  He  lingered  on,  but 
was  never  able  to  return  to  his  Webster  home. 

He  lived  about  six  years  after  losing  his  wife,  and  passed  away  in  August 
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of  1946.  He  was  placed  beside  our  mother  in  the  Forest  Park  Cemetery,  Houston, 
Texas . 

He  was  a  man  who  lived  a  friendly  life.  Was  respected  by  his  neighbors, 
even  though  at  times  his  ideas  differed  from  theirs  on  given  subjects;  they 
respected  his  views. 

At  one  time  some  neighbors  (the  W.  H.  Boughton  family)  were  discussing 
at  their  supper  table  who  was  the  most  completely  liked  man  in  Webster.  What 
man  was  the  most  respected  and  loved  by  young  and  old.  In  the  final  vote  Frank 
Benschoter  was  chosen  by  them.  Their  daughter  wrote  of  the  incident  to  Zelta 
when  we  lost  our  father. 

He  was  good  with  his  well  drilling,  with  his  engineering,  and  with  his 
carpenter  work.  He  was  well  informed  on  what  he  was  doing  in  each  trade  and 
achieved  good  results  for  his  employer.  He  never  tried  for  a  conspicuous  life, 
but  preferred  to  "Live  in  his  house  by  the  side  of  the  road, 

And  be  a  friend  of  man." 


FRANCIS  MARION  BENSCHOTER  b.  ll/6/l867  -  d.  8/l4/l946 

Maud  Frances  Whitcomb  b.  7/9/I869  -  d.  l/9/l939 

b.  at  Richardson  County,  near  Humboldt,  Nebraska 
f.  Olney  Marshall  Whitcomb 
m.  Margaret  Catharine  Craig  Whitcomb 

Were  married  Wednesday,  1/8/I896 

m.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 

Both  were  buried  in  Forest  Park  Cemetery,  69OO  Lawndale,  Houston,  Texas. 


Children  : 


Eloda  Fay  Benschoter 

b.  at  Webster, 
Zelta  Viva  Benschoter 

g  b.  at  Webster, 
Alta  Yer yi  Benschoter 

b.  at  Webster, 
Lillian  Elberta  Benschoter 
b.  at  Webster, 
Frances  May  Benschoter 

b.  at  Webster, 


Harris 

Harris 

Harris 

Harris 

Harris 


b.  12/3/1896  - 
County,  Texas 

Id.  1/3/1898  - 

County,  Texas 

b.  3/3/1902  - 

County,  Texas 

b.  10/27/1903- 
County,  Texas 

b.  5/12/1910  - 
County,  Texas 


*  *  *  *  * 


ELODA  FAY  BENSCHOTER  b.  12/3/1896  - 

and 

Howard  James  Bryant  b.  1/2/1896 

b.  at  Johnson’s  Creek,  Niagara  County,  New  York 
f.  Albert  (Burt)  Franklin  Bryant 
m.  May  Furbeck  Bryant 

Were  married  12/8/1915 

m.  at  South  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 

Children: 

Frank  Albert  Bryant  b.  12/26/1916- 

b.  at  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas 

Lila  Irene  Bryant  b.  8/ll/l919  - 

b.  at  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas 

***** 
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FRANK  ALBERT  BRYANT  b.  12/26/1916- 

and 

Dewey  May  Green  b.  4/29/1919  - 

b.  at  Nacona,  Montague  County,  Texas 

f.  Dewey  Bryan  Green  b.  3/25/1898  -  d.  II/13/19I8 

m.  Myra  Mae  Thompson  Green  b.  6/ 30/1902  - 
Were  married  Saturday,  6/26/1936 

m.  at  Goose  Creek,  Harris  County,  Texas  (town's  name  later  changed 
to  Baytown).  Rev.  A.  0.  Hinkle  officiated. 

Child: 

Frank  Allen  Bryant  b.  12/31/1939- 

b.  at  Baytown,  Harris  County,  Texas.  Weight  7  lbs.,  12  ozs.,  Dr. 
W.E.  Marshall  attending.  Born  at  the  Humble  Oil  and  Refining 
Company  Hospital  within  the  Refinery  limits. 

***** 


LILA  IRENE  BRYANT  b.  8/11/1919  - 

and 

William  Taylor  Hammack  b.  II/6/1916  - 

b.  at  Lampasas,  Lampasas  County,  Texas 
f.  William  Holmes  Hammack 
m.  Laruetta  Felicia  Shearin  Hammack 
Were  married  Friday,  9/1/1939 

Children: 

William  Taylor  Hammack  IV  b.  6/9/1941 

b.  at  Baytown,  Harris  County,  Texas  (weight  8  lbs.,  14  ozs.) 
Michael  Bryant  Hammack  b.  12/7/1944  - 

b.  at  Baytown,  Harris  County,  Texas  (weight  9  lbs.,  14  ozs.) 
at  the  Goose  Creek  Hospital. 

Sharon  Fay  Hammack  b.  Monday,  2/18/1946  - 

b.  at  Baytown,  Harris  County,  Texas  (weight  7  lbx . ,  14  ozs.) 
at  the  Goose  Creek  Hospital. 

Neva  Susan  Hammack  b.  2/9/1956 

b.  at  Baytown,  Harris  County,  Texas 
at  San  Jacinto  Memorial  Hospital. 

***** 

ZELTA  VIVA  BENSCHOTER  b.  1/3/I898  - 

and 

Rutherford  Louis  Mayeur  b.  5/15/1896  -  d.  IO/9/1957 

b.  at  New  Orleans,  St.  Charles  Parish,  Louisiana 
f.  John  Baptist  Mayeur 

m.  Isabella  Victoria  Winterhalter  Mayeur 
Were  married  6/22/1919 

m.  in  DesMoines ,  Polk  County,  Iowa 


Rutherford  Louis  Mayeur  was  interred  in  Forest  Park  Cemetery,  6,900  Lawndale, 
Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas.  Was  cremated. 


Children : 

Rutherford  Louis  Mayeur,  Jr. 

b.  at  Y/ebster,  Harris 
Doris  Ruth  Mayeur 

b.  at  Houston,  Harris 
Robert  Gordon  Mayeur 

b.  at  Houston,  Harris 


b.  8/30/1920  - 
County,  Texas 

b.  5/31/1922  -  d.  10/19/1924.  Burial  in 

Forest  Park  Cemetery,  Houston,  Texas. 
County,  Texas 

b.  3/23/1932 

County,  Texas 
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Rutherford.  Louis  Mayeur  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  He  attributed 
a  considerable  amount  of  the  credit  for  his  unusual  success  in  later  life,  to 
the  early  influence  of  his  devout  Catholic  mother. 

She  recognized  in  her  growing  son,  a  talent  for  drawing,  such  as  applies  t 
designing  and  engraving  of  jewelry.  She  encouraged  him  to  apprentice  himself  t 
one  of  the  better  jewelers  in  New  Orleans.  This  he  did.  As  he  grew  older,  he 
continued  with  the  work,  and  at  one  time  worked  a  full  year  with  one  jeweler 
with  no  pay  except  the  splendid  teachings  relative  to  his  trade.  Later  he 
changed  to  a  position  in  New  Orleans  offering  an  income. 

He  grew  up  in  the  trade.  He  married  a  Catholic  girl  and  together  they 
made  a  home  of  their  own.  The  marriage  did  not  prove  successful  and  divorce 
followed.  No  children. 

He  commenced  to  branch  out  with  his  positions,  and  moved  to  Houston,  Texas 

For  so  long  as  he  lived  he  never  failed  to  understand  more,  and  always  more 
about  the  jeweler's  trade.  He  learned  diamond  setting,  buying  of  jewelry,  de¬ 
signing  of  jevirelry,  and  eventually  became  the  leading  diamond  appraiser  in  the 
city  of  Houston,  as  well  as  an  appraiser  of  other  stones  and  jewelry.  The  best 
jewelry  stores  sent  their  customers  to  him  for  appraisals.  Also,  some  banks 
asked  occasionally  for  appraisals  of  jewelry  they  had  taken  in  for  one  reason 
or  another.  More  than  most  men  in  his  business  he  was  an  authority  on  diamonds 
Their  cut,  their  weight,  their  clarity  or  imperfections  were  an  open  book  to 
him.  He  was  also  a  fine  engraver. 

Luring  his  life  he  never  failed  to  help  other  men  in  the  profession  who 
were  struggling  to  obtain,  or  maintain,  some  measure  of  efficiency  in  the  line. 

In  Houston  he  went  into  business  with  a  Mr.  Bowles.  Their  business  was 
called  "The  Liamond  Shop".  There  was  a  cute  little  stenographer  in  the  outer 
office,  named  Zelta  Benschoter.  For  quite  some  time  she  and  Rutherford  just 
KNEW  each  other,  then  they  LIKEL  each  other,  finally  dated, 

Rutherford  was  always  one  to  keep  alert  for  a  better  paying  position  (if 
the  position  measured  up  to  his  standard).  He  located  such  an  offer  at  Plumbs 
Jewelers  in  DesMoines,  Iowa.  He  went  to  them;  however,  his  reputation  as  a 
splendid  workman  and  talented  artist  was  growing  in  Houston  as  well  as  other 
places . 

He  and  Zelta  corresponded  for  a  considerable  time  before  they  decided  she 
would  travel  to  DesMoines  and  they  would  be  married.  (Zelta  stipulated  the 
ceremony  should  be  performed  by  an  old,  fat  Baptist  minister.  Rutherford  lo¬ 
cated  such  a  Pastor  and  talked  with  him.  He  also  took  an  apartment.)  When 
plans  were  completed,  Zelta  made  the  trip  and  they  were  married. 

Rutherford  was  in  DesMoines  eighteen  months,  but  together  they  lived  there 
less  than  a  year  when  he  was  offered  a  position  with  the  J.  J.  Sweeney  Jewelry 
Company  back  in  Houston,  Texas.  This  establishment  at  the  time  was  the  oldest, 
most  outstanding  jewelers  in  Houston.  He  talked  the  idea  over  with  Zelta  and 
found  the  little  Texan  quite  willing  to  move  back  near  home.  They  made  this 
move  which  proved  so  satisfactory  in  many  ways.  He  never  left  Houston  again 
for  his  work.  His  connection  with  the  J.  J.  Sweeney  Jewelry  Company  continued 
to  earn  for  him  even  a  better  reputation  in  his  trade,  and  proved  him  to  be  a 
considerate  but  thorough  foreman  over  his  men. 

After  this  move  to  Houston,  Rutherford  became  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
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Church . 

i  j 

This  "busy  energetic  man  also  "took  on  us  a  sideline,  cartooning,  For  sovorul 
years  he  drew  cartoons  for  The  Houston  Chronicle  daily  paper.  In  addition,  he 
at  one  time  had  private  classes  in  cartoon  drawing. 
t( 

t(  He  had  a  fine  sense  of  humor.  Once  he  noticed  I  was  using  salt  on  my 

"breakfast  grapefruit.  Sugar,  to  him,  would  have  been  right.  He  later  mailed 
me  a  little  picture,  glass -covered  and  framed,  which  he  had  drawn  in  colors, 
showing  me  diligently  shaking  salt  on  a  half -grapefruit .  I  still  have  the  pic¬ 
ture  (1958)  •  He  really  fixed  me  up. 

As  a  member  of  the  Benschoter  family,  he  was  a.  refreshing  departure  from 
our  customs  in  some  manners.  Like  the  rest  of  the  Benschoter  girls,  Zelta  and 
her  husband  would  often  come  back  to  the  old  home  at  Yfebster  on  weekends. 
Rutherford  would  so  often  have  more  work  than  he  could  complete  at  the  shop  and 
,S(would  bring  with  him  on  these  occasions,  a  little  tin  aspirin  box  containing 
small  diamonds.  We  sometimes  would  watch  him  deftly  setting  these  stones  into 
■re  pieces  of  jewelry.  "Home  work"  to  him.  He  would  often  bring  engraving  in  busy 
seasons,  and  do  that  little  chore  while  the  rest  of  us  visited.  We  have  mar¬ 
veled  open-eyed  many  times  at  his  dexterity  in  lettering  or  decorating  sterling 
t  silverware,  loving  cups,  jewelry,  now  and  then  an  expensive  shotgun,  or  trophy. 

Of  the  things  new  to  our  family,  too,  was  the  small  round  piece  of  glass  ground 
into  the  prescription  of  his  eyeglasses,  which  was  the  equivalent  of  a  jeweler’s 
.3,  loupe,  or  magnifying  glass,  which  enabled  them  to  do  much  of  their  intricate 
work  while  it  is  greatly  magnified. 

Rutherford,  to  us,  was  decidedly  interesting.  We  respected  him  highly  and 
never  once  questioned  his  ability  as  a  jeweler. 

What  seemed  to  cause  him  the  deepest,  most  satisfying  enjoyment  was  to  be 
able  to  watch  Zelta  especially  pleased  about  something.  It  might  be  something 
he  did  for  her,  or  something  another  did  -  but  if  she  especially  liked  it,  it 
was  right,  and  her  reactions  to  the  kindness  shown,  was  his  payoff  in  full. 

As  time  went  by,  their  family  grew.  Their  oldest  son  was  married  and  had 
a  son  of  his  own  before  he  was  called  overseas  for  military  duty  during  World 
War  II. 

While  Rutherford,  Jr.,  was  across,  he  proved  himself  quite  versatile  by 
painting  signs  for  their  Company,  doing  engraving  on  identification  tags  or 
other  items  the  soldiers  were  able  to  buy  which  needed  a  bit  of  engraving  to 
make  them  nicer.  Rutherford,  Jr.  did  not  have  much  time  of  his  own,  as  he  saw 
Jcombat  duty,  but  he  managed  on  some  occasions  to  visit  jewelry  shops  in  towns 
be  was  near.  At  times  he  made  good  friends  with  the  owners  when  they  learned 
the  American  Soldier  was  talented  in  their  line  of  work.  One  kindly  old  dealer 
helped  Rutherford,  Jr,  to  obtain  a  crude  "engraver's  block"  and  some  gravers. 

This  enabled  him  to  do  more  engraving  for  the  soldiers. 

e 

Back  in  the  States,  Rutherford,  Sr.  bought  a  partnership  in  a  wholesale 
jewelry  concern  --  Taylor  and  Company.  They  were  incorporated.  "Tayco"  their 
trade  name. 

After  his  return  from  military  service,  Rutherford's  son  went  into  the 
store  with  his  dad.  As  this  is  being  written  (1958)  the  younger  man  is  not  so 
versed  in  the  business  as  his  dad,  however  he  has  amassed  a  wealth  of  informa¬ 
tion  and  skill,  and  like  his  dad,  is  always  learning,  ever  learning,  how  to 
ipply  himself  more  and  more  to  the  fine  art  of  the  Jeweler's  Trade.  Selling, 
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and  dealing  with  people  comes  easily  to  Rutherford,  Jr.,  and  other  members  of 
the  firm  respect  him  highly  for  this  one  talent,  which  is  above  ALL  of  the  othefl 
members*  ability  (since  Rutherford,  Sr.  is  gone). 

When  Zelta  and  Rutherford,  Sr.'s  family  was  grown,  they  branched  out  in 
the  line  of  entertainment  for  themselves.  Rutherford,  Sr.  was  always  a  great 
baseball  fan.  They  attended  the  bigger  games  when  they  could,  and  many  times 
when  they  could  not  go,  he  would  sit  by  the  radio  listening  to  the  game  while  h 
took  care  of  some  "home  work". 

Rutherford,  Sr.  was  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Arabia  Temple  Shrine  in 
Houston. 

One  of  their  vacations  took  them  to  Hawaii.  They  were  both  enthusiastic 
about  their  trip  and  entertained  us  many  times  later  with  moving  pictures  taken 
over  there.  Rutherford,  Sr.  was  especially  pleased  with  a  movie  he  took  of 
Zelta  in  a  class  where  Hawaiian  dancers  were  teaching  tourists  the  "Hula".  We 
learned  from  them  that  the  hip  movements  illustrate  the  wave  motions  (and  in 
Hawaii  water  is  all  about  them.  THEY  KNOW  what  the  waves  say.).  The  arm  move¬ 
ments  tell  the  story  of  their  chant,  and  indeed  the  arm  movements  can  be  grace¬ 
ful.  Zelta  did  fine. 

One  year  Zelta  and  Rutherford's  vacation  took  them  to  Europe.  When  this 
trip  was  being  planned,  Zelta  made  a  study  of  what  would  be  interesting  to  them 
She  knew  Rutherford  would  want  to  visit  some  of  the  Old  World  diamond  markets. 
They  planned  time  out  for  him  to  enjoy  that  feature.  For  herself,  Zelta  wanted 
to  see  how  some  of  the  heavenly  French  perfume  was  made.  She  had  friends  at 
home  who  had  relatives  in  France,  and  she  wanted  to  speak  with  them.  They  did 
not  speak  English,  so  she  diligently  set  in  to  take  a  course  in  French.  She 
did  especially  well  and  grew  quite  fond  of  the  language. 

‘J  I  m  ■  I 

They  visited  some  of  the  glass  blowing  shops  in  Venice  and  did  sightseeing 
over  the  continent  until  they  both  were  ready  to  come  home.  Again,  their  movie 
were  especially  interesting.  They  Y/ould  really  bring  their  trips  home  to  us, 
in  moving  pictures. 

Their  second  son,  Robert,  became  a  fine  musician.  When  it  was  his  lot  to 
enter  military  service,  he  had  already  had  his  own  orchestra  for  a  few  years 
and  was  the  music  arranger  for  them.  He  spent  most  of  his  military  duty  with 
the  4th  Army  Band,  arranging  music  now  and  then,  as  well  as  playing  with  them. 

He  made  his  own  High  Fidelity  record  player,  then  cut  some  recordings  of  his 
own  to  play  on  it.  After  his  military  duty  was  finished,  he  returned  to 
Houston  where  he  accepted  a  position  with  a  rubber  company,  but  never  entirely 
dropped  his  interest  in  music. 

Being  in  the  jeweler  business,  it  was  Rutherford}  Sr. *s  lot  many  times,  to 
deal  with  those  of  the  Jewish  Race.  Many  retail  jewelers  are  Jewish.  At  one 
time  it  was  my  rare  privilege  to  listen  to  Rutherford  make  a  deal  with  a  Jewish 
customer  and  let  the  Jew  "out  Jew"  himself.  The  Jewish  customer  knew  what  he 
wanted,  the  article  was  selected  with  great  care.  It  was  satisfactory  to  both 
buyer  and  salesman.  Then  came  the  old  routine  Rutherford  was  so  accustomed  to. 
Each  time  the  customer  would  mention  a  price  cut,  Rutherford  would  give  him  a 
bit  more  of  his  time,  one  of  the  friendliest,  most  interesting  smiles,  maybe 
shake  his  head  slightly.  He  would  then  get  off  the  subject  a  short  time,  lead  ; 
back  to  it  -  only  to  have  the  "price-cut"  idea  presented  again.  Rutherford 
never  for  an  instant  became  short  of  patience;  always  he  would  smile,  always 
had  a  kindly  remark  for  the  other  man.  Even  down  to  the  time  when  the  Jewish 
customer  was  writi ng  his  check,  he  paused  in  his  writing  and  with  a  quick 
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^question  as  though  he  had  forgotten,  asked,  "What  was  that  mark-down  price?" 
Rutherford  chuckled  in  a  friendly  way  and  named  the  first  price  quoted,  which 
was  paid. 

To  me  it  was  a  treat  to  have  Rutherford  go  into  the  vast  Taylor  &  Company 
vault,  and  permit  me  to  go  along.  The  trays  and  trays  of  diamond  jewelry,  other 
h' valuable  and  some  not-so-valuable  jewels,  watches,  and  other  merchandise.  It 
always  would  cause  me  to  catch  my  breath  in  awe  when  he  would  at  times  display 
some  unmounted  larger  gems.  Beauties,  real  beauties,  folded  in  tissue  and  stored 
systematically . 

During  her  lifetime,  our  mother  was  especially  -  fond  of  Rutherford.  He  al¬ 
ways  had  a  smile  and  a  kind  word  for  her.  Those  two  loved  each  other.  Zelta 
;n  sometimes  mentions  once  in  particular  v/hen  Rutherford  was  beset  with  an  es¬ 
pecially  annoying  headache.  He  was  QUITE  ill.  Our  mother  had  the  power  and 
:  understanding  to  work  with  this  type  of  suffering  successfully.  She  may  have 
worked  in  a  somewhat  unethical  manner,  judging  by  modern  medical  standards,  but 
-her  results  were  sure  -  and  complete.  This  time  his  headache  left  and  before 
;■  she  left  him,  he  was  sleeping.  He  never  forgot  her  kindness. 

Rutherford’s  last  days  were  painful  ones.  He  died  of  cancer.  No  man  ever 
tried  in  a  more  thorough  manner  to  have  himself  healed,  but  his  was  a  type  hard 
a.to  control  and  had  advanced  far  before  he  or  Zelta  suspected  its  nature. 

id  Several  years  before  his  illness,  he  and  Zelta  had  become  members  of  the 

Methodist  Church,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  Official 
i  Board. 


He  was  a  worthy  son  to  his  mother;  Zelta  will  tell  you  he  was  a  loyal, 
kindly  husband,  and  he  was  fond  and  proud  of  his  children.  A  generous  father 
igwho  always  had  their  respect. 

.0! 

As  a  jeweler  he  was  the  unit  by  which  other  jewelers  judge  worth  in  their 
fellow  men.  He  was  a  serious  church  member,  a  worthy  Lodge  Brother  and  a  man 
no  person  could  know  without  learning  good. 


Another  man  who  makes  fine  remembering. 

***** 

RUTHERFORD  LOUIS  MAYEUR,  JR.  b.  8/30/1920  - 

and 

Katherine  Louise  Parker  b.  8/2l/l921  - 

b.  in  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 
f.  James  Alcus  Parker 
m.  Ethel  Ouida  Anthony  Parker 
Vere  married  6/ 2l/l941 

m.  in  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 

Children : 


Rutherford  Louis  Mayeur  III 

b.  in  Houston,  Harris 
Diane  Lynn  Mayeur 

b.  in  Houston,  Harris 
Deborah  Kay  Mayeur 

b.  in  Houston,  Harris 


b.  12/31/1942- 
County,  Texas 

t.  7/29/1946  - 

County,  Texas 

b.  6/13/1950  - 
County,  Texas 


*  *  *  *  * 
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b.  3/23/1952  - 


ROBERT  GORDON  MAYEUR 
and 

Dorothy  Anne  Harris  •  8/5/1934 

h.  in  Burlington,  Alamance  County,  North  Carolina 

f.  Walter  Edward  Harris 
m.  Ruth  Kathleen  Scott  Harris 

Were  married  3/5/1960 

m.  in  Santa  Monica,  Los  Angeles  County,  California 


Went  to  San  Francisco  where  Robert  is  working  for  the  Goodyear  Tire  and  Rubber 
Company  and  Dorothy  Anne  is  working  for  Henry  J.  Kaiser  Company  as  a  secretary. 
They  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

***** 


ALTA  VERL  BENSCHOTER 


b.  3/3/1902  - 


Brooks  Whittle  McCain  b.  7/9/1903  - 

b.  in  Hughes  Springs,  Bowie  County,  Texas 
f.  James  Brooks  McCain 
m.  Elizabeth  Whittle  Traylor  McCain 
Were  married  6/28/1925 

m.  in  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas 


a.  n/19/1944 


No  children. 

Luring  their  married  life  Alta  and  Brooks  McCain  lived  at  Palestine, 
Texas  and  worked  for  the  International  Great  Northern  Railroad  (later  bought 
by,  and  known  as,  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad).  For  a  considerable  time 
while  Brooks  was  an  employee  of  the  I.  &  G.N.  he  was  assigned  to  the  I.B.M. 
(international  Business  Machine)  Company.  He  made  good  in  that  capacity  and 
liked  the  work. 


As  this  record  is  made  (fourteen  years  after  we  lost  Brooks),  we  think  of 
him  often;  always  remembering  him  as  a  friendly  fellow.  More  than  any  person 
I  ever  knew,  he  loved  people.  He  knew  the  boss,  his  family,  what  "kid"  dis¬ 
eases  the  children  had  been  through,  knew  their  pets  by  name.  He  knew  many 
people  he  did  not  work  with,  nor  come  in  contact  with  often;  always  he  could 
happily  greet  them,  ask  of  their  family,  their  friends,  remember  the  last  time 
he  had  seen  each,  and  where.  He  knew  his  friends  wherever  he  saw  them  and 
genuinely  valued  them  individually. 

He  was  a  past  master  of  his  Palestine  Masonic  Lodge.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Arabia  Temple  Shrine. 

He  once  knew  a  colored  man  who  was  a  fine  violinist,  but  who  had  lost  a 
leg  while  working  around  the  railroad  yards.  Brooks  was  in  Houston  with  Bertie 
and  George  one  evening.  The  three  stopped  for  ice-cream  at  a  place  featuring  e 
colored  orchestra.  Brooks  recognized  the  "Peg-leg  fiddler".  The  colored  man 
came  to  Brooks  with  a  smile  and  a  happy  "Mr.  Brooks!  How  come  you  all  in  Housi 


Another  time  when  some  older  and  proud  friends  were  his  guests,  they  ex¬ 
pressed  a  desire  to  visit  the  State  Penitentiary  at  Huntsville,  Texas.  Their 
wishes  he  did  not  question,  but  made  ready  to  obtain  permission  for  taking  then 
through  the  institution.  As  they  advanced  down  one  corridor  with  iron  barred 
doors  on  each  side,  a  young  white  boy  called  a  friendly  "Hello!  Mr.  Brooks." 
With  no  show  of  the  incident  being  of  a  discordant  nature,  Brooks  heartily  re¬ 
turned  the  lad’s  greeting,  exchanged  a  few  remarks,  being  careful  to  make  no 
mention  of  the  lad’s  disadvantage.  (Brooks  was  obliged  after  that  incident  to 
take  considerable  chiding  from  his  friends,  but  he  was  willing  and  well  able  fc 
that  attitude  from  others.) 
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He  had  many  close  loyal  friends  among  his  Masonic  Brothers, 
told  work  for  his  Lodge. 


He  did  un- 


Ironically  enough,  he  met  his  death  alone.  One  afternoon  he  went  fishing. 
With  his  gear  he  was  approaching  the  location  where  he  would  rent  a  boat.  He 
could  not  make  the  distance.  A  heart  attack  and  hemorrhage  intervened.  Others 
near  the  location  soon  found  him,  but  he  was  beyond  help. 


b.  3/3/1902  - 
b.  1/3/1900  - 


IP 


st 


ALTA  BENSCHOTER  McCAIN 
and 

Elliott  Lee  Murry 

b.  at  Iola,  Texas 

f.  John  Allen  Murry,  born  in  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
m.  Martha  Ratcliff  Murry 

Were  married  12/l8/l948 

m.  at  Gilmer,  Wood  County,  Texas 

No  children 

*,**** 

LILLIAN  ELBERTA  BENSCHOTER  '  b.  IO/27/1903  - 

and 

George  Craig  Plumley  b.  3/2/19OO  -  ' 

b.  at  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas 

f.  William  Henry  Plumley,  born  at  Lancas tershire ,  England, 
m.  Martha  Hepsy  Thomas  Plumley 
Were  married  Wednesday,  9/26/1923 

m.  at  St.  Paul’s  Methodist-Episcopal  Church,  Chicago,  Cook  County, 
Illinois . 

No  children. 

***** 

FRANCES  MAY  BENSCHOTER  b.  5/12/19IO  - 

and 

Darrell  Donald  Dolson  b.  2/28/1904  -  d.  7/20/1959 

b.  at  League  City,  Galveston  County,  Texas 
Were  married  l/ll/l936 

m.  at  Webster,  Harris  County,  Texas 

Children: 

Darrell  Donald,  Jr.  b.  12/6/1937 

b.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 
Elberta  Louise  Dolson  b.  10/2/1939 

b.  at  Houston,  Harris  County,  Texas 
Larry  Andrew  Dolson  b.  12/24/1942  - 

b.  at  Galveston,  Galveston  County,  Texas 
Phillip  Alvin  Dolson  b.  9/l9/l944 

b.  at  Galveston,  Galveston  County,  Texas 
Doris  Irene  Dolson  b.  12/5/1946 

b.  at  Galveston,  Galveston  County,  Texas 


el 


fo 


***** 

ALVA  VERNOY  BENSCHOTER  b.  7/21/1869 

and 

Hattie  Dell  Paul  Benschoter  b.  10/l0/l873 

b.  near  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 
f.  Rayburn  Paul 
m.  Mary  Anne  Moler 


d.  10/31/1948 
d.  12/17/1929 


157 


Were  married  10/l0/l893 

m.  at  Diamond,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Children: 

Rena  May  Benschoter  "b .  7/lO/l894  _  d..  10/6/1895  r 

b.  at  her  Grandmother  Paul’s  on  the  Diamond  Route. 

Placed  in  Old  Stone  Cemetery. 

Lela  Joy  Benschoter  h.  IO/24/I896-  d.  2/6/1920 

b.  North  of  Carthage,  Missouri 

Remains  placed  in  Fullerton  Cemetery. 

Edward  Alva  Benschoter  b.  1/17/I898  - 

b.  at  Diamond,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 
Virgie  Muriel  Benschoter  b.  5/l7/l901  ” 

b.  at  Diamond,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 
Melvin  Paul  Benschoter  b.  9/9/1904 

b.  at  Diamond,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Big  Jim  Craig  tells  of  some  of  Vernie  Benschoter ’s  early  days,  probably  in  1887 
when  he  went  to  Humboldt,  Nebraska  and  worked  for  his  Uncle  Olney  Whitcomb  for 
a  while  in  the  fall  and  winter.  On  Sundays  he  would  go  to  the  home  of  Big  Jim’t 
father,  Abram  Craig,  where  there  would  always  be  singing.  In  writing  of  this 
fall  and  early  winter,  Big  Jim  states,  "I  do  believe  they  were  the  happiest  day! 
of  my  life.  He  could  sing  by  note.  We  brought  our  song  books  home  from  school! 
he  could  sing  our  songs  as  well  as  we.  We  thought  it  was  wonderful."  A  littlej 
later  Jim  wrote,  "Excuse  me,  I  got  off  of  my  original  subject  when  I  got  into  ' 
the  thoughts  of  the  good  times  we  had  with  Cousin  Vernie."  | 

After  he  was  married,  Vernie  Benschoter  lived  near  Carthage,  Missouri  where  he  i 
farmed  wheat,  corn  and  oats,  and  also  raised  the  registered  Red  Polled  Cattle. 
Some  years  in  the  fall,  he  would  go  to  Webster,  Texas  and  assist  his  brother 
Frank  in  thrashing  rice  for  their  employer.  During  the  times  he  chose  to  stay 
at  his  brother  Frank's  home,  he  was  a  delightful  visitor  to  all.  When  he 
brought  his  family  down,  their  home  would  be  apart,  but  it  was  always  nice  to 
know  he,  or  he  and  his  family,  would  be  in  Webster  in  the  fall. 

He  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Christian  Church.  Upon 
wife  were  placed  in  the  Old  Stone  Cemetery. 

***** 


their  death,  he  and  his 


LELA  JOY  BENSCHOTER 
and 

Allan  Jacob 
* 

* 

* 


b.  IO/24/I896  - 


Berry  b. 
b.  in  Carthage,  Jasper  County, 
f.  William  Allen  Berry  b. 
m.  Betty  Elizabeth  Hille  Berry 


6/25/1895  - 

Missouri 

6/15/I8 66  in 
b.  2/22/1865 


Were  married  6/l7/l917 

**  m.  in  Diamond,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 


d.  2/6/1920 

Montgomery  County,  Iowa 
in  Franklin,  Virginia. 


Children : 


Auburn 

LaMoyne 

** 

b. 

A.  J. 

Berry 

** 

b . 

Berry  b.  2/3/19I8 

in  Diamond,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

b.  2/1/1920 

in  Webb  City,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 


*This  mother  lived  only  five  days  after  her  son  was  born, 
raised  the  two  children. 


The  Berry  grandparent 


^Notations  marked  thus,  courtesy  LaMoyne  Berry  Otto. 
**Notations  marked  thus,  courtesy  Virgie  Benschoter  Manning. 
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Lela  was  placed  in  the  Fullerton  Cemetery  (once  known  as  the  Walker  Cemetery), 
(information  courtesy  of  Virgie  Benschoter  Manning.) 

In  his  later  life,  Allen  Berry  worked  as  an  Inspector  for  Lockheed  Aircraft 
Company  in  Los  Angeles,  California.  He  is  a  Four-Square  Minister.  He  also  has 
a  mission  school  in  Los  Angeles.  In  it  he  teaches  Spanish,  English  and  Mathema¬ 
tics  -  on  his  off-time  hours  from  the  aircraft  company.  (information  courtesy 
of  LaMoyne  Berry  Otto.) 

***** 


is 


;  a 


;D' 


AUBURN  LAMOYNE  BERRY  b.  2/3/19I8  - 

and 

Colbert  Otto  b.  1/19/1895- 

b.  in  Welcome,  Smith  County,  Texas 

f.  William  Jennings  Otto.  Born  in  Bellville,  Illinois.  Was  a  Texas 
Ranger.  d.  1940 

m.  Elizabeth  Schmidt  Otto,  d.  8/23/1948  at  Welcome,  Near  Brenham, 
Texas . 

Were  married  12/23/194 6 

m.  at  Tyler,  Smith  County,  Texas 

Child: 

Mary  Louise  Otto  b.  12/28/1955- 

(Above  information,  courtesy  LaMoyne  Otto.) 

LaMoyne  Otto  is  especially  talented  in  several  ways.  She  does  very  fine 
sewing,  also  does  hand  painting  on  china.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Kilgore 
Civic  Chorus  in  Kilgore,  Texas. 

Colbert  Otto  (Butch)  is  Chief  Gauger  with  the  Sinclair  Pipe  Line.  The  family 
belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church. 

***** 


A.  J.  BERRY 
and 

Rose  Eileen  McFarland 
Were  married 

m.  in  Washington,  D.C 

Children : 

Allan  Lee  Berry 
William  Lynn  Berry 


b.  2/1/1920  - 

b.  3/27/1925  - 
6/30/1945 


b.  5/15/1946  - 
b.  9/15/1950  - 


A.  J.  Berry  was  with  the  Marines  on  Okinawa.  USPO  Glendora,  California 

***** 

EBWARD  ALVA  BENSCHOTER  b.  1/17/1898  - 

and 

Cordelia  Lewellyn  Greninger  b.  8/9/19OO  -  d.  3/l8/l922 

b.  in  Joplin,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 
f.  John  P.  Greninger 
m.  Matilda  Houerge  Greninger 
Were  married  3/6/1921 

m.  in  Joplin,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 


Jhild : 

reraldine  Lanore  Benschoter 


b.  2/9/1922  -  d.  3/6/1922 


(information  on  Edward  Alva  Benschoter  family  courtesy  Ed  and  May  Benschoter,  or 
/erified  by  them.) 
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Both  Cordelia  and  her  small  daughter,  Geraldine,  were  placed  in  the  Fullerton 

Cemetery  south  of  Carthage,  Missouri. 

*In  his  younger  days  Ed  attended  school  at  Stony  Point,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

EDWARD  ALVA  BENSCHOTER  1.  l/l7/l898  - 

Mrs.  May  Johnson  Terry  h .  10/l7/l894- 

b .  at  Grant  City,  Missouri 
f.  Marion  Mosier  Johnson 
m.  Ellen  Rouen  Mosier  Johnson 

Were  married  4/17/1926 

m.  in  Pineville,  Missouri 


No  children  were  born  to  these  two  people  but  May's  children  were  heartily  ac¬ 
cepted  by  Ed.  He  liked  to  be  known  as  their  other  dad  as  well  as  grandfather 
to  their  children.  It  was  he  who  requested  their  names  be  included  in  this 
history.  A  thought  I  consider  wholesome,  sincere  and  highly  commendable. 

***** 

Not  of  the  line,  but  very  closely  akin. 

May  Benschoter's  children: 

Twila  May  Terry  h .  j/ljiyiB  -  d.  8/7/1947 

b.  in  Noel,  Missouri 
f.  Forest  Cam  Terry 

Forest  Cam  Terry  b.  2/9/1920  - 

b.  in  Grove,  Oklahoma 
f.  Forest  Cam  Terry 

***** 


Twila  May  Terry  b.  j/l/lJlB  -  d.  8/7/1947 

and 

Carl  Lacy  b.  8/l6/l919  - 

b.  in  Putnam,  Oklahoma 
f.  Dudley  Field  Lacy 
m.  Louise  Florence  Viner  Lacy 
Were  married  6/5/1998 

m.  in  Miami,  Oklahoma 

Twila  May  T.  Lacy's  remains  were  placed  in  the  T.A.R.  Cemetery  in  Miami,  Oklahc 
Children : 


Terry  Carl  Lacy  b.  7 /l9/l939~ 

b.  in  Grove,  Oklahoma 

(in  1958  was  Lt .  in  R.O.T.C.) 

Sterling  Eugene  Lacy  b.  7/8/1941  - 

b.  in  Fairland,  Oklahoma 

Marguita  Kay  Lacy  b.  3/22/1944- 

b.  in  Miami,  Oklahoma 

***** 


FOREST  CAM  TERRY 
and 

Virginia  Lee  Griffith 

b.  in  Fairland,  Oklahoma 


b.  2/9/1920  - 
b.  8/7/1927  - 


^Material  marked  thus,  courtesy  Lois  Perkins. 

All  other  material  above  is  courtesy  Ed  and  May  Benschoter. 
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Were  married 


f.  Russell  Griffith 
m.  Lilage  Goins  Griffith 

L 

m.  at  Miami,  Oklahoma 


Children : 


Charlotte  May  Terry 

b.  at  Miami,  Oklahoma 
Carol  Ann  Terry 

b.  at  Miami,  Oklahoma 
Bill  Lee  Terry 


n/26/1947 

b.  12/3/1952  ■ 
b.  4/23/1955  ■ 
b.  12/17/1956. 


Above  information,  courtesy  Ed  and  May  Benschoter. 

***** 

VIRGIE  MURIEL  BENSCHOTER  b.  5/17/19OI  - 

and 

John  Clifford  Manning  b.  2/28/1897  - 

b.  in  Noel,  McDonald  County,  Missouri 
f.  John  Washington  Manning 
m.  Dora  Ann  Womack  Manning 

Were  married  10/l6/l921 

m.  at  Noel,  McDonald  County,  Missouri 

Children : 

Vernetta  Jean  Manning  b.  6/6/1922  -j  d.  9/l4/l922 

b.  in  Noel,  McDonald  County,  Missouri 

Buried  in  Manning  Chapel  Cemetery,  Near  S.W.  City,  Missouri 

Doris  Maxine  Manning  b.  7/20/1923  - 

b.  in  Noel,  McDonald  County,  Missouri 

Alton  Cordell  Manning  b.  8/24/l933  - 

b.  in  Noel,  McDonald  County,  Missouri 

Clifford  Manning,  a  successful  farmer,  also  raises  Red  Polled  Registered  Cattle. 

This  family  belongs  to  the  Christian  and  Church  of  Christ  faiths. 


Above  information,  courtesy  Virgie  Benschoter  Manning. 

***** 

ALTON  CORDELL  MANNING  b.  8/24/1933  - 

and 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Morris  Kelly  b.  rj/l^/l^2rj  - 

b.  in  Gravette,  Benton  County,  Arkansas 
f.  Joseph  Peter  Morris 
m.  Grace  Greenwood  Chandler  Morris 

Were  married  11/22/1956 

m.  in  Noel,  McDonald  County,  Missouri 

Like  his  father,  Cordell  Manning  was  a  farmer,  before  his  military  service  with 
the  499th  Engineers.  He  spent  16  months  in  Karlshuhe,  Germany,  in  the  Army  of 
Occupation.  While  there,  in  addition  to  his  military  duties,  he  sang  with  the 
"Ramblin’  Rebel’s  Quartet",  also  played  with  the  "Sun  Valley  Rhythm  Boys  Or¬ 
chestra".  About  one  year  after  his  return  home  from  military  duty,  he  married 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kelly.  At  this  time  (2/1959)  he  is  attending  College  at  Spring- 
field,  Missouri  and  majoring  in  Agriculture.  He  likes  his  work  very  much. 

Above  information,  courtesy  Virgie  Benschoter  Manning. 

***** 
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b.  9/9/1904  - 


MELVIN  PAUL  BENSCHOTER 

and 

Evalyn  Katherine  Watson  b.  7/2/1905  - 

b.  at  Pueblo,  Pueblo  County,  Colorado 
f.  Fred  Watson 
m.  Eva  Crites  Watson 

Were  married  8/18/1924 

m.  at  Bentonville,  Benton  County,  Arkansas 

Children : 


Alva  Watson  Benschoter  (A.W.)  b.  12/l3/l925- 

b.  at  Bristow,  Creek  County,  Oklahoma 
Bettie  Sue  Benschoter  b.  IO/25/1927- 

b.  at  Bristow,  Creek  County,  Oklahoma 
Marion  Joyce  Benschoter  b.  l/24/l930  -  d.  3/l6/l930 

b.  at  Noel,  McDonald  County,  Missouri 

*  Remains  placed  in  Manning  Chapel  Cemetery,  Near  South  West  City, 

Missouri . 

Donald  Paul  Benschoter  b.  2/2l/l934  - 

b.  at  Bristow,  Creek  County,  Oklahoma 


Melvin  and  his  wife  Evalyn  are  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene. 


*For  many  years  Melvin  has  worked  as  Maintenance  Supervisor  at  the  Kansas 
University  at  Lawrence,  Kansas. 


His  wife  also  became  employed  after  her  children  were  grown.  She  worked  as  a 
member  of  the  Penny  Store  Staff.  (1959  memo). 


information  marked  thus,  courtesy  Virgie  Benschoter  Manning.  The  remainder 
is  courtesy  Melvin  Benschoter  or  members  directly  related  to  the  information  in 
his  family. 


***** 


b.  12/13/1925- 


ALVA  WATSON  BENSCHOTER 

and 

Norma  Ruth  Gilbert  b.  7/26/1926  - 

b.  at  Sarcoxie,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 
f.  Jed  0.  Gilbert 
m.  Louise  Moore  Gilbert 

Were  married  9/18/1945 

m.  at  Pineville,  McDonald  County,  Missouri 

Children : 


Michael  Gilbert  Benschoter  b.  n/29/1946- 

b.  at  Carthage,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Kevin  Paul  Benschoter  b.  4/3/1954 

b.  in  Army  Hospital  in  Tachikawa,  Japan.  His  birth  is  recorded  at 
the  American  Embassy  in  Toloyo ,  Japan. 

Jedena  Louise  Benschoter  b.  5/31/1958  - 

b.  at  Leesville ,  Vernon  County,  Louisiana 


This  family  belongs  to  the  First  Christian  Church.  (in  1959  their  membership 
was  at  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas.) 


Alva  Watson  (always  referred  to  as  A.W.)  was  the  first  student  to  graduate  fr 
Noel  High  School  where  his  father  had  graduated  also.  His  sister,  Betty  Sue, 
was  the  first  girl  to  claim  this  honor. 


om 


In  May  of  1944  A.W.  began  his  military  training  with  the  U.S.  Army  at  Fort  Hood 
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Texas.  Later  he  was  transferred  to  Ft.  Benning,  Louisiana,  then  to  France;  later 
to  Ft.  Bragg,  N.C.;  Ft.  Williams,  Maine;  to  Kaua,  Japan,  Enivictok,  to  Ft. 

Lewis,  Washington,  Ft.  Polk,  Louisiana,  and  at  present  is  at  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas 
(1959).  At  pr  esent  he  is  T/Sgt .  (S.F.C.)  Hg.  Det.  (l6l0)  Pine  Bluff  Arsenal, 
Arsenal,  Arkansas.  He  plans  to  be  retired  by  the  Army  in  1964. 

The  fifteen  months  he  was  in  Korea  he  had  charge  of  the  U.S.  Band.  He  spent 
three  years  in  Japan.  (We  are  checking  and  believe  his  son  Kevin  to  be  the  only 
one  of  this  line  to  be  born  outside  of  the  United  States.) 

Of  necessity  his  hobbies  must  conform  with  his  duties.  He  is  quite  fond  of 
fishing;  loves  a  good  Western  story  for  his  reading.  Some  day  he  and  his  wife 
plan  having  a  good  library  of  books  they  most  appre-ciate  --  his  Westerns  and 
her  mystery  stories. 


His  wife,  Norma  Ruth,  attended  Sarcoxie  Grade  School  and  Carthage,  Missouri  High 
School.  His  son,  Mike,  had  his  first  schooling  in  Yokota,  Japan.  He  had  his 
2nd,  3rd  and  4th  grades  in  Olympia,  Washington.  For  his  5th  grade  he  found  him¬ 
self  liking  Leesville,  Louisiana.  His  6th  grade  gave  him  a  different  selection; 
he  left  the  "Pelican  State"  to  become  a  part  of  the  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas  6th 
graders.  A  son  of  a  military  father  has  a  well  rounded  scholastic  experience. 
From  Japan  to  different  locations  in  our  U.S. A.  has  been  quite  a  variety.  Kevin, 
who  was  born  in  Japan,  plans  to  start  kindergarten  in  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas  next 
term.  (Taken  in  1959) 


Above  information,  courtesy  Melvin  Benschoter  or  members  of  his  family  directly 
effected. 


***** 


BETTIE  SUE  BENSCHOTER 
and 

b.  10/25/1927  - 

Robert  Gene  Bonebrake 

b.  8/7/1923 

Were  married 

Children : 

7/16/1946 

Dennis  Wayne  Bonebrake 

b.  8/3/1947 

Steven  Ray  Bonebrake 

b.  11/15/1949  - 

Timothy  Lee  Bonebrake 

b.  1/14/1951  - 

Susan  Melynn  Bonebrake 

b.  IO/2/1954  - 

***** 

DONALD  PAUL  BENSCHOTER 
and 

Carol  Griffiths 

Were  married 

No  children 

Donald  and  Carol  were  divorced. 

b.  2/21/1934  - 

DONALD  PAUL  BENSCHOTER 
and 

b.  2/21/1934  - 

Edna  Mae  Edmonds 

Children : 

b.  8/1/1938 

Terry  Lee  Benschoter 

b.  1/19/1955  - 

Katherine  Ann  Benschoter 

b.  9/1/1956 

163 


Donald  is  a  member  of  the  Lawrence  Kansas  Police  Force. 


His  wife,  Edna,  is  right  handy  at  the  Drug  Store  fountain. 

***** 

MATTIE  ELBERTA  BENSCHOTER  b.  6/l7/l871 

and 

Daniel  Wayne  Spence  b.  6/2l/l859 

b.  at  Diamond,  Newton  County,  Missouri 
f.  Joel  Spence 
m.  Martha  Hood 

Were  married  12/ll/l889 

Children: 

Linwood  Alton  Spence  b.  8/8/1893 

b.  at  Scotland,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 
Una  Alberta  Spence  b.  5/27/1907 

b.  at  Diamond,  Newton  County,  Missouri 

To  her  father,  this  daughter  was  always  "Tuce". 

Daniel  Spence  was  a  farmer. 

Both  are  buried  in  the  Old  Stone  Cemetery  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri. 

(Material  above,  courtesy  Linwood  Spence.) 

*  *  *  *  * 

LINWOOD  ALTON  SPENCE  b.  8/8/1893  - 

and 

Lillian  May  Moody  b.  2/24/19OI  - 

b.  at  Zincite,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 
f.  William  J.  Moody 
m.  Effie  Inis  Holmes 

Were  married  2/19/1925 

m.  at  Joplin,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Child: 

Elberta  Faith  Spence  b.  10/28/1941 

b.  at  Diamond,  Newton  County,  Missouri 

Linwood  entered  training  for  World  War  I  on  IO/2/1917.  Took  his  basic  training 
at  Camp  Funston,  Kansas,  with  Company  58*  Was  also  with  the  87th  Division.  Wa; 
shipped  to  Camp  Pike,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and  placed  with  336th  Field  Artil¬ 
lery.  Here  he  became  a  No.  1  Gun  Man.  He  v\ras  then  shipped  to  Camp  Taylor, 
Kentucky,  where  their  unit  was  filled  in  with  fresh  recruits  from  the  State  of 
New  York  and  immediately  shipped  overseas.  They  crossed  in  6  days  and  nights, 
with  a  British  Crew,  on  the  ship  Mariratania.  Upon  arrival,  as  a  unit  they  fails 
to  pass  inspection  before  American,  French  and  British  Officers,  due  to  the  lacl 
of  training  of  the  New  York  men.  They  were  scattered.  Linwood  was  usually  wit! 
the  Military  Police.  He  was  last  assigned  to  Battery  B,  336  Field  Artillery. 

He  was  in  France  7  months  -  until  the  war  ended.  He  returned  home  on  a  small 
ship  captured  from  the  Germans.  Once  more  his  ship  was  manned  by  a  British  Crei 
Its  name  was  Martha  Washington.  They  were  lost  at  sea  for  some  time  and  com¬ 
pleted  their  crossing  in  13  days  and  nights. 

At  home,  his  hobby  is  woodwork.  He  has  a  shop  for  the  work  and  has  turned  out 
many  pieces  of  his  handicraft,  giving  most  of  them  away  as  fine  gifts. 

Lillian,  when  their  daughter  grew  up,  became  a  practical  nurse.  Her  hobby  is 
collecting  scenic  postcards,  and  does  a  lot  of  reading. 


-  d.  4/25/1955 

-  a.  8/14/1940 


ELBERTA  FAITH  SPENCE 


b.  10/28/1941  - 


This  daughter  of  Linwood * s  (Berta  Fay  to  her  friends)  claimed  the  greater  share 
of  honors  when  she  graduated  from  high  school  in  1959*  She  was  valedictorian , 
won  a  scholarship  which  gave  to  her  one  year  at  the  Joplin,  Missouri,  Jr. 
College;  won  Curator’s  Scholarship  -  one  year;  won  D.A.R.  Award  for  1959;  was 
Class  Secretary  of  1959  ;  won  "Home  Maker  of  Tomorrow  Award"  for  1959  ;  won 
Oratorical  Contest  for  1959;  also  the  Empire  Demonstration  for  1959;  won  Charles 
Palmer  Award  for  1956;  Outstanding  Senior  Girl  for  1959;  Citizenship  Award  for 
1959;  was  in  the  chorus  2  years  5  Pep  Club  3  years;  with  PHA  for  2  years;  FHA 
Vice-President  in  1958;  PHA  Secretary  in  1959;  was  in  the  Jr.  Play  and  also 
the  Sr.  Play. 

***** 


m 


UNA  ELBERTA  SPENCE 
and 

b. 

5/27/1907 

Victor  Augustus  Haines 

b.  at  Alton,  Illinois 
f.  Frank  Plesant  Haines 
m.  Lora  Effie  Smith 

b . 

2/20/1902 

Were  married 

8/18/1929 

Child: 

Linda  Bernice  Haines 


m.  at  Joplin,  Newton  County,  Missouri 

b.  8/10/1942 


b.  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana 
This  family  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church. 

For  a  hobby  Una  likes  baking  cookies  and  cakes,  and  decorating  them  attractively. 
She  has  given  many  to  PTA  benefits,  schools,  Sunday  School  classes,  and  so  on. 

Her  theory  is:  "A  box  of  cookies  and  a  friendly  face, 

Can  do  much  for  the  human  race." 


After  their  marriage  Una  and  Victor  moved 
with  the  Ohio  Oil  Company;  then  to  Peoria, 
teacher  as  well  as  virorked  on  a  "cat"  tract 
with  the  Internat ional  Harvester  Company  f 
Indiana,  where  he  was  a  school  teacher  for 
industrial  experience  as  well  as  teaching 
Osceola,  Indiana,  a  suburb  of  South  Bend, 
was  especially  impressed  with  the  new  scho 
his  drafting  room  and  equipment. 


to  Marshall,  Illinois,  where  he  was 
Illinois,  where  he  was  a  school 
or;  then  to  Evansville  where  he  was 
or  10  years;  from  there  to  Madison, 
three  years.  By  now  he  had  gotten 
training.  In  1959  he  moved  to 
Indiana.  Here  he  is  to  teach.  He 
ol  building  and  particularly  liked 


His  military  training  merited  for  him  the  rank  of  2nd  Lt.  Q.M.  Reserves, 
activities  were  restricted  to  summer  encampments.  C.M.T.C.  -  Camp  Grant 


ford,  Illinois 
he  trained. 


His 

,  Rock- 


and  Ft.  Custer,  Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  were  two  of  the  places 


***** 


b.  12/15/1872  -  d.  2/ll/l950 

12/23/1958 


ANNA  ADELIA  BENSCHOTER 
and 

William  L,  Paul  b.  3/4/1871  -  d. 

b.  in  Jasper  County,  near  Carthage,  Missouri 

f.  Rayburn  K.  Paul  -  at  age  62  yrs .  2  mos .  22  days  die  d  4/22/1895 
m.  Mary  Ann  Miler  b.  6/7/I84O  -  d.  7/28/1927 

Were  married  IO/14/I896 
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Children : 

Lois  Maybell  Paul  b.  6/l2/l898  - 

b.  at  Jasper  County,  near  Carthage,  Missouri 
Ray  Benschoter  Paul  b.  9/2/1903  -  d. .  3/28/1906 

b.  at  Jasper  County,  near  Carthage,  Missouri 

Anna's  father  had  a  nickname  for  her  --  "Cotton". 

Will  Paul  was  a  farmer 

Both  Anna  and  Will  Paul  are  buried  in  the  "Old  Stone  Cemetery"  in  Jasper  County 
Missouri.  The  parents  of  Will  Paul,  Mary  and.  Rayburn  Paul,  were  also  placed  in 
the  "Old  Stone  Cemetery"  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri. 

*  *  *  *  * 

LOIS  MAYBELL  PAUL  b.  6/ 12/1898  - 

and 

John  William  Sheets  b.  8/29/1894  - 

b.  near  Silver  Lake,  Kosciusko  County,  Indiana 
f.  Peter  S.  Sheets 

m.  Lydia  Etta  Brenneman  (born  in  Pennsylvania) 

Were  married  6/3/1917 

m.  at  home  of  Lois'  parents  in  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Children: 

William  Stanley  Sheets  b.  8/12/19I8  - 

b.  near  Dudenville,  Lawrence  County,  Missouri 
Wyvetta  Gayle  Sheets  b.  5/17/1920  - 

b.  near  Dudenville,  Lawrence  County,  Missouri 
Donald  Ward  Sheets  b.  IO/17/1922- 

b.  near  Avilla,  Jasper  County,  Missouri 

Lois  and  John  Sheets  divorced. 

In  girlhood,  Lois  attended  school  at  Stony  Point,  Jasper  County,  Missouri. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 

After  she  was  married,  like  most  interested  mothers  she  concerned  herself  with 
raising  her  family  and  making  their  likes,  dislikes  and  work,  her  own.  This 
routine  consumed  most  of  her  time  until  her  children  were  grown  and  married. 


b.  6/12/1898  - 


LOIS  PAUL  SHEETS 
and 

Harold  Lowell  Perkins  b .  6/4/I894 

b.  at  Edgerton,  Johnson  County,  Kansas 

f.  Robert  McClelland  Perkins,  born  in  Edgerton,  Kansas,  4/1/I864-I92 
m.  Cora  Butler  Sawyer,  botn  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  II/4/I864  - 

Were  married  7/2/1938 

No  children  born  to  this  marriage,  but  Harold  proved  himself  a  wonderful 

ather  to  Lois  children,  as  well  as  a  "one-in-a-million  son-in-law"  to  her 
parents . 

,  ,KrtflerJ^eT  Ghlldfen  were  grown,  Lois  became  interested  in  the  Eastern  Star 
/te  Shrin®  wopk-  She  held  the  highest  position  with  her  local  Eastern 
Star  Chapter  -  that  of  Worthy  Matron.  She  loved  her  home,  raising  flowers,  a 
pet  bird  or  so,  but  her  husband  and  her  children  always  came  first. 
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Harold  L.  Perkins  attended  the  Edgerton  High  School,  Edgerton,  Kansas; 
the  Baker  University  at  Baldwin,  Kansas  and  the  Kansas  State  University  En¬ 
gineering  College,  Lawrence,  Kansas. 


He  enlisted  in  1917  and  was  with  the  23rd  Army  Engineers.  Much  of  his  work 
was  road  and  railroad  construction  while  with  this  unit  in  France. 


He  was  in  five  major  battles,  was  twice  wounded.  Twenty-three  from  his 
regiment  were  assigned  as  an  advance  detail  to  make  the  forward  move  for  other 
soldiers  possible,  locating  enemy  position,  making  a  topographic  survey  of  the 
country,  locating  points  strategic  for  attack  (there  were  almost  no  airplanes 
then),  locating  positions  for  artillery  and  machine  guns,  rebuilding  routes  to 
move  supplies  up  -  and  such. 

After  completing  arrangements  with  these  men,  he  was  taken  from  the  En¬ 
gineers  and  placed  with  "Intelligence".  After  this,  much  of  his  work  was  in 
"No  Man's  Land"  (or  the  area  between  the  opposing  Armies)  to  determine  size  of 
the  enemy  forces  ahead,  picking  out  locations  for  machine  gun  and  cannon. 

While  scouting  in  No  Man's  Land  at  night,  a  German  soldier  fighting  at 
close  quarters,  aimed  at  his  heart,  missed,  and  penetrated  Harold's  left  arm 
with  a  bayonet.  Hospitalization  followed. 

After  leaving  the  hospital  he  was  placed  with  the  110th  Engineers.  His 
service  with  them  took  him  through  the  Battle  of  the  Argone ,  Sheppy  Field,  Muse 
Argone ,  Vogue  Mountains. 


One  day  while  leading  a  platoon  on  the  front  lines, 
nel  which  penetrated  his  scalp  on  the  right  forehead,  his 
abdomen.  His  knee  cap  was  shattered.  He  was  unconscious 
the  battle,  less  injured  men  were  given  priority  in  care, 
extreme  pain  he  asked  for  medical  help,  he  w as  told  there 
going  to  die  anyway. 


he  was  struck  by  shrap- 
arm  and  left  side  of 
for  eleven  days.  After 
When  at  last,  in  his 
was  no  use  as  he  was 


He  had  other  plans.  He  lingered  for  an  unbelievable  time.  When  he  failed 
to  die,  he  was  given  care  and  responded  to  medication. 

This  "World  War  I"  experience  destroyed  his  body  for  further  use  as  a 
soldier.  He  was  hospitalized  for  one  year.  Was  discharged  in  February  of  1919* 
He  was  on  crutches  for  two  more  years. 


Under  Governor  Allen  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Bank  Examiner  of  the  State 
of  Kansas  and  had  charge  of  Building  and  Loan  Association  for  two  years,  but 
he  did  not  like  politics,  so  hired  to  Barrett  Engineering  Company  of  New  York 
City.  For  nine  years  he  worked  with  them.  At  first  he  was  employed  to  work  the 
Kansas  City  territory,  then  transferred  to  the  St.  Louis  office,  then  to  Chicago, 
Illinois,  then  to  the  Cleveland,  Ohio  office.  By  this  time  his  worth  had  been 
well  established  and  he  was  sent  all  over  the  United  States  laying  out  streets, 
roads,  bridges,  parks,  water  systems  and  attempting  to  solve  any  problems  per¬ 
taining  to  City  and  State  Highway  Systems.  After  nine  years  of  spending  an 
average  of  five  nights  a  week  sleeping  in  a  Pullman  berth,  he  grew  tired  of  it 
and  resigned. 


He  was  always  so  lonely  among  strangers. 

When  he  left  the  services  of  the  Barrett  Engineering  Company,  he  went  into 
construction  business  for  himself.  He  operated  over  a  large  area,  often  in 
Texas.  At  one  time  he  laid  a  pipe  line  in  Amarillo  thirty-six  feet  underground. 
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This  was  the  deepest  a  line  had  ever  been  laid  underground  anywhere  at  that 
time.  (if  it  has  been  equalled  for  depth  today,  I  do  not  know  of  it.)  When  I 
asked  if  the  line  was  for  water  or  oil,  I  was  told  it  was  for  T.N.T.  and  was  a 
highly  precisioned  job.  (That  last  comment  strikes  me  as  being  the  understate¬ 
ment  of  the  year.)  He  had  a  part  of  building  nine  war  camps  in  Texas,  Coloradc 
New  Mexico  and  Kansas. 

In  later  years,  due  to  a  heart  attack  in  1945  he  sold  his  construction 
company  and  retired  from  that  line  of  work. 

After  that,  he  made  his  headquarters  at  Nevada,  Missouri,  where  he  owns 
his  home,  four  farms  and  other  real  estate.  He  raises  registered  Hereford 
Cattle,  keeps  quite  busy  with  civic  duties,  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order, 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  White  Shrine  of  Jerusalem,  Royal  Ash  Masons, 
and  Knight  Templar,  and  the  Amaranths,  Rotary  Club,  Elks  Lodge,  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  President  of  the  Vernon  County  Fair  Association.  He  makes 
land  and  home  appraisals  and  heads  his  own  Loan  Company  in  Nevada,  Missouri. 

He  has  tried  to  retire  several  times  but  can't  resist  the  urge  to  carry  on  in 
a  busy  life. 

He  organized  the  Nevada  Boot  and  Saddle  Club  with  a  membership  of  550 
riders,  and  was  its  president  for  four  years. 

His  hobbies  are  big  game  hunting,  deep  sea  fishing,  duck  hunting,  baseball 
and  just  liking  people.  He  loves  good  saddle  horses  and  good  bird  dogs.  He 
likes  to  work  in  his  shop  making  things  of  iron  or  art  decorations  for  audi¬ 
toriums  and  stages. 

He  says,  "I  have  had  heartaches,  pain,  disappointments,  the  same  as  every¬ 
one  else,  but  I  try  not  to  remember  them,  only  remembering  and  feel  grateful 
for  the  many  blessings  that  have  come  my  way." 


His  motto  is,  "Take  out  some  pleasure,  balance  life  as  you  would  a  ledger 
in  your  business,  and  do  not  worry  about  the  dividends,  they  will  come  unasked. 


His  last  remark  of  the  interview  was ,  "God  has  been  good  to  me." 


(This  material  on  the  life  of  Harold  Perkins  I  got  from  him  personally. 
After  questioning,  picking,  and  devising  other  means  of  gaining  the  informa¬ 
tion  so  few  others  knew,  he  looked  back  over  the  notes  and  asked  that  I  omit 
portions  of  his  statements,  although  they  were  all  authentic.  He  felt  it  might 
be  construed  as  bragging.  I  tried  to  look  at  the  situation  in  that  light, 
knew  it  to  be  different,  knew  this  unusual  life  to  be  all  it  is  represented 
and  hope  I  do  not  incur  too  much  of  his  displeasure  when  I  have  included  most 
of  what  I  learned  from  him.  Writeup  finished  during  February,  March  and  April 
of  1959.) 


*  *  *  *  * 


WILLIAM  STANLEY  SHEETS 
and 

Gail  Dixon 

b.  in  Nevada,  Vernon  County, 
f.  Charles  Benjamin  Dixon 
m.  Lena  May  Sweet 

Were  married 

m.  in  Nevada,  Vernon  County, 

Children: 


b.  8/12/1918  - 

b.  8/10/1919  - 
Missouri 

6/29/1940 

Missouri 
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Bobby  Fred  Sheets  b.  7/27/1941  - 

b.  in  Sheldon,  Vernon  County,  Missouri 
Sharon  Kay  Sheets  b.  1/12/1947  - 

b.  in  Nevada,  Vernon  County,  Missouri 
Vicky  Ann  Sheets  b.  8/13/1952  - 

b.  in  Nevada,  Vernon  County,  Missouri 
Larry  Paul  Sheets  b.  8/3l/l955  - 

b.  in  Nevada,  Vernon  County,  Missouri 
Donna  Marie  Sheets  b.  7/19/1957  - 

b.  in  Nevada,  Vernon  County,  Missouri 

Stanley  Sheets  and  his  wife  operate  a  "Grade  A"  dairy  farm.  (i  asked  what 
qualified  a  person  for  this  grade  and  was  told  the  barn,  equipment  and  cows 
must  meet  the  specification  of  the  State  as  well  as  the  company  that  pur¬ 
chases  the  milk.  A  State  Inspector  regularly  visits  to  see  these  high  standards 
are  maintained.)  Stanley  also  has  driven  a  truck  for  many  years,  transporting 
milk  or  livestock  to  the  Kansas  City  markets. 

***** 


Wyvetta  Gayle  Sheets  b.  5/l7/l920  - 

and 

Warren  Pryor  b.  l/l5/l914  - 

b.  in  Nevada,  Vernon  County,  Missouri 

f.  Henry  Warren  Pryor  b.  9/l4/l886  in  Sprague,  Missouri 

m.  Helen  Louise  Litson  b.  6/lO/l886  in  Kansas 

Were  married  9/l3/l948 

m.  at  Plainview,  Hale  County,  Texas 

Children : 

Byron  Lowell  Pryor  b.  7/27/1949- (Named  Lowell  for  Harold 

Perkins . ) 

b.  in  Nevada,  Vernon  County,  Missouri 
Debra  Lynne  Pryor  b.  12/13/1951- 

Warren  Pryor  was  for  many  years  a  successful  meat  cutter.  For  a  while  he 
worked  as  a  real  estate  salesman,  but  returned  to  his  original  occupation. 


***** 

DONALD  WARD  SHEETS  b.  10/17/1922- 

and 

Jeanne  McHugh  b.  5/l/l930 

b.  in  Nevada,  Vernon  County,  Missouri 
f.  James  Patrick  McHugh 
m.  Mary  Catherine  Hoehstatter 
Were  married  6/25/1949 

m.  in  Nevada,  Vernon  County,  Missouri 

Children : 

Constance  Susan  Sheets  b.  9/20/1950  - 

b.  in  Nevada,  Vernon  County,  Missouri 
Michael  Ward  Sheets  b.  7/lO/l952  - 

b.  in  Nevada,  Vernon  County,  Missouri 
Monte  Joseph  Sheets  b.  9/l5/l958  - 

b.  in  Nevada,  Vernon  County,  Missouri 


Don  Sheets  had  an  active  military  record  that  lasted  from  3/ 1943  through 
4/1946  with  the  37th  Division  45th  Infantry  Regiment.  Took  basic  training 
at  Camp  Chaffee,  Arkansas.  Overseas,  embarked  from  California  to  New  Caledonia, 
then  to  Guadalcanal ,  on  to  Bougainville,  then  to  Manila  where  he  was  wounded 
on  2/3/1945.  He  was  hospitalized  for  a  while  at  Manila,  then  flown  to  Palo 
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Alto,  California  for  a  stay,  on  to  Fort  Lewis,  Washington  for  more  hospitali¬ 
zation,  also  to  Chickesha,  Oklahoma.  Received  a  medical  discharge  in  4/1946. 

When  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Nevada,  Missouri,  this  determined  man  became 
very  active  in  spite  of  his  injury.  He  became  a  farmer,  raising  wheat,  corn, 
beans,  and  maize.  Later  he  expanded  his  interests  and  included  Black  Angus 
cattle . 

Both  Lon  and  his  wife,  Jeanne,  enjoy  bowling,  fishing,  and  spectator  sports. 
Both  belong  to  the  National  P.T.A.  Lon  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Elks 
and  Jeanne  is  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Lelta  #773  Chapter  of  Epsilon  Sigma  Alpha 
(an  international  sorority  for  women).  One  of  the  things  she  especially  likes 
about  their  busy  and  successful  home,  is  her  sewing. 
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INDEX 


This  index  is  designed  as  a  genealogical  key  and  therefore  contains  only 
the  names  of  persons  who  are  lineal  descendents  of  Jane  Taliaferro  Craig,  ex¬ 
cept  that  names  of  legally  adopted  children  are  included.  Where  page  numbers 
following  a  name  are  separated  by  a  hyphen  the  first  part  is  the  page  number 
where  the  person  named  is  listed  as  a  child,  with  names  of  parents,  and  the 
second  part  of  the  hyphenated  numbers  is  the  page  number  where  the  person  named 
is  listed  as  the  head  of  a  family.  Where  a  series  of  numbers  separated  by 
semicolons  follow  a  name,  the  numbers  refer  to  pages  listing  different  indi¬ 
viduals  of  the  same  name.  By  a  proper  use  of  the  hyphenated  numbers  any  line 
of  descent  can  be  followed  all  the  way  through  the  book. 

***** 

AIKEN,  Ivan  Ben j .  120;  Lillie  Herman  120-121;  Nena  Vera  120. 

ALLEN,  Sally  Craig  24. 

ANDERSON,  Carol  Lea  74?  Merrill  James  7 4 1  Phyllis  Mae  74* 

ASHURST,  Jane  Craig  24. 

BATTERSON,  Victor  29. 

BENSCHOTER,  Alta  Verl  150-156;  Alva  Vernoy  132-157?  Alva  Watson  162 ;  Anna 
Adelia  132-165;  Bettie  Sue  162-163;  Carl  Alva  135-136;  Carl  Burgess  136 ; 
Colleen  Delores  140;  Donald  Paul  162-163?  Earl  Leonard  135-138?  Edward 
Alva  158-159?  Eloda  Fay  1 5 0 5  Francis  Marion  132-150;  Frances  May  150-157; 
Geraldine  Lenore  159?  George  Leland  132-135;  Janet  Lenora  140-141;  Jedena 
Louise  162  ;  John  Leland  I36-I4O;  Katherine  Ann  163;  Kevin  Paul  162 ;  Laura 
Alpharetta  132-133?  Lela  Joy  158;  Lillian  Elberta  150-157;  Mabel  Lora  136- 
137?  Mattie  Elberta  132-164;  Melvin  Paul  158-162;  Michael  Gilbert  16 2  5 
Nellie  Lucille  138;  Nina  Eliz.  138;  Roy  Burgess  135-141?  Terry  Lee  163; 

Twyla  Nadine  138;  Virgie  Muriel  158-161;  Zelta  Viva  150-151* 

BELL,  Leona  Rae  101;  Ruth  Ella  May  101;  Walter  J.  B.  101. 

BERRY,  Allen  Jacob,  Jr.  158-159;  Allen  Lee  159?  Auburn  LaMoyne  158-159; 

Wm .  Lynn  159* 

BERTSCHY,  Jacqueline  Love  111. 

BESHEARS,  Clara  Irene  41-42;  Helen  Eliz.  41-42;  John  Arthur  41-42;  John 
Severen  42;  Mark  Vincent  42 ;  Miriam  Pauline  41-42. 

BLACK,  Albert  Lincoln  102-103;  John  Jensen  103;  Lavera  Belle  102;  Lillian 

Louise  102-103;  Peter  Lincoln  103;  Vivecka  Lillian  102;  Wilton  Whitcomb  102. 
B0NEBRAKE,  Dennis  Wayne  163;  Steven  Ray  I63  5  Susan  Melynn  163?  Timothy  Lee  I63. 
BOYD,  Mary  Cleveland  40-41* 

BRADLEY,  James  Craig  30;  James  Craig,  Jr.  30;  Mary  30;  Victor  F. ,  Jr.  30. 
BROOKS,  Alfred  Maynard  63-64;  Alfred  Wm.  64;  Beverly  Constance  64;  Blanche  63- 
65;  Bonnie  Gale  108;  Chas .  Earl  64 -66;  Clayton  Merrill  64;  David  Hubert  108; 
Diane  64;  Doris  Eva  64-65?  Douglas  Lee  1 1 6 ;  Gail  Ann  116 ;  Gary  Max  108; 
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BROOKS,  Lena  Estelle  63-64 5  Lyman  Leo  63-64;  Randy  Gay  108;  Shirley  Eva  64. 
BROWNE,  Curtis  Edward  121;  Eva  Rachaelle  121;  Janas  Louise  121;  Milton  Lewis, 
Jr.  121. 

BRUNSON,  Bonnie  Sue  104;  Janet  Lynn  104. 

BRYANT,  Frank  Albert  150-151 ;  Frank  Allen  151?  Lila  Irene  150-151. 

CALLAHAN,  Cathlene  76;  Cynthia  76;  Patricia  Gail  7 6;  Steve  76. 

CAVE,  Catherine  Ann  39;  Hannah  27;  Harriet  39-40;  Helen  39-42;  Henry  III  39; 
Henry  Toliver  39;  Jeremiah  27;  John  27;  Justinian  39-40;  Justinian,  Jr.  40; 
Marcellus  39?  40;  Margaret  Prances  39?  Martha  Wright  39-55?  Mary  27;  Nancy 
Cleveland  39?  Reuben  27;  Richard  27;  William  40. 

CHILES,  Chas .  Chester  22;  David  21;  Eliz.  21;  James  21;  John  Lewis  21;  Lewis 
Craig  21;  Sue  22. 

CHURCH,  Darlene  Pearl  107;  Gail  Henry  106-107;  Gertrude  Leota  106-108;  Lillian 
Marjorie  106 5  Max  Olney  106-109;  Vonda  Lee  107-108. 

COGBILL,  Michael  Eugene  81;  Susan  Elizabeth  81;  James  Stephen  81. 

COOK,  Roger  Lee  77* 

CRAIG,  Abram  Carter  48-84;  Adelia  59-62;  Agnes  Viola  75-76;  Alan  LaVird  6l ; 
Albert  30;  Allie  Agnes  77-79?  Anne  28;  Asenath  20;  Austin  Wm.  73;  Benja¬ 
min  10-26;  11;  26;  Berrywick  29;  Betty  Ruth  78;  Blanche  Irene  66-70;  Brad 
Duane  68;  Bruce  Rodney  67-68;  Carter  T.  31 ;  Catherine  15-19;  30;  31;  Chas. 

F.  29;  Chas.  Stuart  29;  Coleen  Faye  71 ;  Coleman  Cresswell  77;  77-79;  Colin 
Kerry  70;  Coral  Jean  67-69;  Cynthia  Kay  68;  Dale  Larkin  66-70;  Daniel 
Jimmie  62;  Dannie  Gene  67;  Daryl  Bruce  74;  Deloit  Neil  66-6 8;  Denise  6l; 
Dennis  Dean  71 ?  Donnie  Dean  67?  Douglas  Lee  67?  Drusilla  Eliz.  48-51 j 
Dwight  Lee  66;  Edna  Prissina  71;  Elijah  10-23;  11;  15-21;  24;  28-30; 

Eliza  29;  Elizabeth  10-27;  11;  15;  21;  26;  29;  30;  30;  31;  Elizabeth 
Bledsoe  20-21;  Ella  Borden  81-82 5  Ellen  29;  Elvira  Adelia  84-88;  Eugene  29; 
Eugenia  Ruth  81;  Faye  Estelle  66-70;  Frances  11;  15-21;  Frances  Chiles  21; 
Frances  Cleveland  31-39 1  Frances  Gertrude  71-72 ;  Francis  Marion  20;  Fred 
James  60;  Gary  Lee  74?  Gary  LeRoy  69?  Gary  Maynard  62;  Geo.  26;  Genevieve  62 
Glen  Larkin  71;  Grant  30;  Green  30;  Harley  Lyman  75;  Harold  Milo  69;  Harold 
Wayne  66-70;  Harry  LaVird  60;  Henry  30;  30;  Henry  Brown  48-77;  59-63;  Hiram 
Threlkeld  48-56;  Ira  James  73  —  74 »  Irvine  29;  Jacqueline  81;  Jacqueline 
Gertiude  75-76;  James  24?  James  Barger  59-73?  74?  James  Granville  48-54? 
84-86;  James  Larkin  77-81;  James  Paul  78;  James  Toliver  77-79;  79;  James 
W.  30;  James  William  30;  Jane  10-14;  21;  Janet  Kay  78;  Janice  Sharon  70; 
Jennie  29;  30;  Jefferson  Toliver  29-30 ;  Jeremiah  10-25;  Jimmie  Maynard  6l- 
62;  Jessie  Gay  84-88;  Joel  23;  John  10-11;  15-20;  20;  28-29;  John  D.  23- 

if  ^  y  * 

John  H.  21;  John  Hawkins  11;  John  Toliver  31-J^T;  77-81;  81-83;  83; 
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CRAIG,  Johnston  28;  John  Vernoy  48-55  5  John  William  59—71 1  Joseph  10-24;  24; 

26;  Joyce  10-15;  Judy  Lynn  74;  Karen  Faye  66-68;  Kay  Frances  67-69;  Keith 

Wayne  66-67 5  Kenneth  Wayne  75-74;  Kerry  Lee  70;  Kevin  Lyle  67;  Larkin  51; 
Larkin  Philip  48-56;  Larry  Kenneth  74?  La  Vae  Hazel  70;  L.  C.  (Dick)  59-75? 
Lela  Agnes  75?  Lennis  Delaine  66-68;  Leslie  Arlene  68;  Levi  26-51;  Lewis  10- 
15;  11;  15;  26;  Lila  Edith  75;  Loquetta  Rae  68;  Lucy  25;  Lyle  Lean  66-67; 
Malvina  21;  Margaret  28;  51;  Margaret  Ann  50;  Margaret  Catherine  48-89; 
Margaret  Sharon  85?  Maria  21;  Marion  50;  Marty  Neil  68;  Mary  11;  15-19?  25; 
28;  29;  50;  51 5  Mary  Adelia  77  5  Mary  Agnes  77-78;  Mary  Hart  79  I  Mary  Lena 
59-65;  Maynard  Toliver  60-61;  Michael  Delaine  68;  Michael  Ira  74?  Michael 
Lee  69;  Milton  Alfred  66;  Milo  Wm.  (Mike)  66-69;  Monte  Lee  67;  Nancy  11; 

26;  28;  Nancy  B.  50;  Nannie  Mae  77-78;  Nathaniel  28-50;  Nathaniel  T.  51? 

Nathaniel  Toliver  48-54?  Neva  Catherine  71-72;  Nona  Harlene  75-76;  Nora- 
mae  6l ;  Oliver  21;  Opal  May  75-74?  Orelius  Brown  77-78;  Pamelia  51; 

Pamelia  Frances  48-152;  Pamelia  Joy  67?  Patsy  Wright  51;  Paul  50;  Penny 
Lu  69;  Philip  11;  Polly  26;  Randy  Wayne  67;  Raymond  Elwood  71-72;  Ray  Wm.  75; 
Reuben  24;  Rex  Castor  84-88;  Richard  Ray  76;  Robert  Lee  59-66;  Robert  Le 
Roy  66-68;  Robin  Dale  67;  Roger  Keith  67;  Rolin  Terry  70;  Ronald  Austin  74; 
Ronald  Earl  75-74;  Ronda  Jean  67;  Ro  Jean  Ann  71 ;  Roxann  6l ;  Sanders  Walker 
20;  Sandra  Sue  67;  Sarah  10-25;  11;  15;  51 5  Sarah  Jane  50;  Sally  26;  Samuel 
29;  Samuel  H.  24;  Samuel  Todd  29;  Shane  Grey  68;  Sheila  Kay  70;  Shirley 
Ruth  6l ;  Silas  26;  Simeon  25;  Sturman  26;  Susie  Porta  65;  Taliaferro  6-10; 
Thomas  24;  Toliver,  Jr.  10-28;  Toliver  III  28-51;  Toliver  Caswell  59-60; 

Vera  Viola  71-75;  Wade  Lee  68;  Wayne  29;  Whitfield  15-21;  20;  William  21; 
28-50;  29;  50;  William  Gasper  Lafayette  48-59?  Zane  Grey  66-67. 

CROW,  Nora  Frances  42;  Steven  Collins  42;  Susan  Ellen  42;  Thomas  Arthur  42. 
CROWLEY,  Richard  Wayne  115 . 

DALY,  Franklin  Edward  78;  Linda  Ann  78. 

DAVIDSON,  Carol  Lynn  64;  Eric  Robert  64;  Rodney  Chas .  64. 

:  DAVIS,  Lellavern  Roberta  99-100;  Gladys  Nadeen  99-100. 

DIEHL,  Keith  Craig  68;  Mark  James  68;  Ricky  DeWayne  68;  Vickie  Lee  68. 

D0LS0N,  Darrell  Donald  157;  Doris  Irene  157?  Elberta  Louise  157?  Larry  Andrew 
157;  Phillip  Alvin  157* 

DUNCAN,  Argyle  42;  Cave  42;  Henry  42;  Laws  42;  Montgomery  42;  Orrick  42; 

Paul  42 5  Philip  42. 

DUPUY,  Lucy  Craig  24. 

ELLIS,  Daniel  Eric  62;  Gertrude  62. 

FAULCONER-FALKNER,  Anne  15;  Franky  14;  Jane  14?  John  15?  Joseph  15;  Lewis  15  5 
Martha  15-14?  Polly  15?  Sally  15;  William  14. 
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FERGUSON,  Carolyn  Kay  1175  Glenn  Leonard  4O5  John  Raymond  40* 

FORGUES,  Earl  Laurent  66;  Linda  Estelle  66;  Oscar  Keith  66. 

FIELD,  Alice  29 5  Samuel  29;  Willis  W.  29. 

FIREY,  Chas .  Earl  138-139;  Garnette  Elaine  138-139* 

GOLLBERG,  Glenda  Gail  101;  Harold  Ronald  101. 

GONZALES,  Joni  Marcel  6l;  Roy  Robert  6l ;  Sherre  Lynn  6l. 

GOODHART,  Judeth  Gay  88;  Richard  Lee  88. 

GOODMAN,  Algene  101;  Judy  Lynn  101. 

GRANT,  Aina  Joyce  119;  Bruce  Nathan  Worley  119;  Jacqueline  Margaret  119 5  Loyd 
John  Henry  119;  Lawrence  Harry  119;  Mary  Jane  119. 

GREGERSEN,  Craig  Curtis  62;  Paul  Richard  62;  Scott  Toliver  62. 

GROOM,  Carlton  Ardene  105-106;  Stanley  Allen  106. 

GROSSENBACKER,  Eleanor  Ruth  88;  Faye  Maxine  88. 

HAINES,  Linda  Bernice  I65. 

HAMMACK,  Michael  Bryant  151;  Neva  Susan  151;  William  Taylor  151;  Sharon  Fay  15’ 
HARRIS,  David  Michael  130;  John  Edwin  130. 

HARWICH,  Fayette  Lee  7 0  5  Larry  Ken  70;  Lynda  Ann  70* 

HASTINGS,  James  Herschel  139 5  John  Leland  139;  Thomas  Warren  139* 

HESSENBRUCH,  Bobby  Craig  78;  Geo.  Stockham  79. 

HINTON,  Bill  Gregory  116 ;  Glenn  Edward  1 1 6 ;  Jean  Ann  116;  Steven  Allen  116. 
HORN,  Roberta  Frances  100-101;  Capitola  Ruth  100-101. 

HOUSTON,  Irene  Adelia  40. 

HUGHBANKS,  Timothy  Ray  69. 

HURST,  Becky  Jo  65;  Marilyn  Rae  65. 

JENSEN,  Betty  Lee  103;  Nancy  Lee  103;  Patty  June  103. 

KELLY,  Edna  Sue  82;  Verna  Jo  82. 

KILLEEN,  Katherine  Ann  88;  Maureen  Ellen  88;  Patrick  Francis  88. 

KING,  Darwin  Theodore  65;  Doris  Louise  645  Harold  William  Ross  65;  Herbert 
George  64-65;  Karen  Marlene  65;  Katherine  19;  Kenneth  Richard  65;  Linda 
Kay  65;  Marion  Estelle  64-65;  Merle  Eileen  64-65  ;  Pamelia  Louise  65; 

Philip  19;  Richard  Craig  65;  Robert  Danton  65;  Thomas  Harold  65;  Terry 
Lynn  6  5 . 

KLEIN,  Mary  lisa  42. 

LACY,  Marquita  Kay  160;  Sterling  Eugene  160;  Terry  Carl  160. 

LARSON,  Douglas  Kurt  109;  Lawrence  Eugene  101;  Michael  Scott  109;  Raymond 
Walter  101. 

LaRUE,  Beverly  June  135* 

LETT,  Belva  Lenora  133-135;  Edna  Viola  133. 

MACLAREN,  Gary  Everett  99;  Mark  Lyle  99. 
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McCLAIN,  Billie  Francis  111-112;  Jackie  Dale  111;  Jerry  Lee  112;  Keith  Eugene 
111-112;  Kenneth  Whitcomb  111-112;  Kristy  Ann  112;  Linda  Lee  112;  LuAna 
Eloise  111-113;  Patricia  Louise  112;  Ronnie  Ken  112;  Sabrina  Marie  113; 
Willa  Dean  111;  William  Eugene  112. 

McCLENDON,  Frances  Bernice  72;  Johnie  Eugene  72;  Wm .  Bernie  72. 

McKINNEY,  Mary  Gayle  127-130. 

McLEAN,  John  Chapman,  Jr.  76. 

McLEOD,  Field  29;  Susan  29. 

McMULLEN,  Shirley  Marie  115. 

MANNING,  Alton  Cordell  1 6 1 5  Doris  Maxine  l6l ;  Yernetta  Jean  l6l. 

MASTIN,  Charles  Church  Whitcomb  108;  Zoe  Avery  IO8-IO9. 

MAYEUR,  Deborah  Key  155;  Diane  Lynn  155;  Doris  Ruth  151;  Robert  Gordon  151- 
156;  Rutherford  Louis  151-155;  155* 

MESSIMER,  Allan  Royce  104;  Anne  Effie  99;  David  Bruce  104;  Donna  Catherine  104 
Elmer  Blake  103;  Eloda  Maud  99-102;  Eloyd  Oscar  99-103;  Linda  Rakell  104; 
Leona  Margaret  99-105;  Marian  Ruth  103-104;  Roy  Craig  103-104. 

MITCHUM,  Polly  Craig  24. 

M0E,  Marylen  May  100. 

MOOR,  Frank  Gordon  73;  John  Burdette  73 ♦ 

MORRIS,  Debra  Diane  69. 

NELSON,  Virginia  Frances  40 . 

NICHOLLS,  John  Berry  I4O5  Mark  Scott  140 ;  Samuel  Gleene  140. 

OSBORNE,  Barbara  Allyene  70;  Carol  Lynn  70;  Riki  Sheryll  70. 

OTTO,  Mary  Louise  159* 

OWINGS,  Chas .  Edward  40 ;  Mary  Irene  39  5  Thomas  Edward  40;  William  Bush  39-40; 

40;  William  Charles  40. 

PAUL,  Lois  Maybell  166. 

PAPPAN,  Janelle  Louise  116 ;  Marta  Lou  115;  Paula  Lynn  115* 

PERKINS,  Richard  Lynn  72;  Tanya  Ann  72. 

PETERS,  Aina  Joyce  119;  Theresa  Cherie  119. 

PETERSON,  Betheen  Bea  63;  Craig  Elliot  74;  Kent  Craig  63;  LaVonne  Edith  63; 
Tamer a  Sue  63. 

PICKETT,  Jane  Carol  135;  Margaret  Jean  135;  Patricia  Wynne  135* 

PIERSALL,  Chas.  Frank  62;  Robert  Bruce  62. 

PRYOR,  Debra  Lynn  169 5  Byron  Lowell  169. 

RANKINS,  Elizabeth  30;  Martha  30;  Paul  30;  Rufus  30. 

REICHERT,  Corrine  Faye  63. 

ROBB,  Mary  Loraine  79- 

ROBERTS,  Craig  Arthur  114;  Curt  Enmon  114;  Darrell  Roe  114;  Geneane  Claire  114- 
115;  Russell  Ward  114. 
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ROBINSON,  Mary  Frances  39* 

ROTH,  Rachel  Frances  77* 

ROYER,  Anna  May  137 1  Carl  Arlo  137* 

SALLEE,  Gregory  Ward  134;  Pamela  Gay  134;  Rodney  Keith  134;  Stephen  Elden  134* 
SAPPINGTON,  Lois  Mae  78. 

SAUNLERS-SANDERS ,  Betty  14;  John  14;  Lewis  14;  Lydia  14;  Nathaniel  14;  Mary  14 
Samuel  14. 

SELLERS,  Michael  Raymond  >  J % 

SHAFFER,  Kenneth  Francis  103;  Linda  Kay  103;  Melvern  Duane  103. 

SHEETS,  Bobby  Fred  1 6 9 1  Constance  Susan  169;  Donald  Ward  166-169;  Donna  Marie 
169;  Larry  Paul  169;  Michael  Ward  169;  Monte  Joseph  169;  Sharon  Kay  1 6 9  5 
Vicky  Ann  1 6 9 1  Wm.  Stanley  166-168;  Wyvetta  Gayle  1 66. 

SINGLETON,  Anna  25;  Eliz.  25;  Hannah  25;  Jane  25;  Jeconiah  25;  Mason  25; 

Sarah  25;  Martha  25;  Joannah  25;  Susan  25. 

SPENCE,  Elberta  Faith  164-165;  Linwood  Alton  164;  Una  Elberta  I64-I65. 

STAUFFER,  Anita  Kay  134;  Beryl  Gay  133;  Beverly  Jack  133-134;  Carolyn  Sue  134; 

Edna  Carol  133-134;  Eliz.  Hope  133;  Karl  Wm.  134. 

STEPHENS,  Ann  14;  Artemasia  14;  Benj .  C.  14;  Daniel  H.  14;  Jane  14;  John  14; 

LeRoy  D.  14;  Lewis  14;  Sally  W.  14;  Verinetta  14. 

TALIAFERRO,  Jane  6. 

TERRAN,  Craig  Harley  76;  Kim  7 6;  Kyle  Ray  76. 

TERRY,  Bill  Lee  l6l ;  Carol  Ann  l6l ;  Charlotte  May  l6l ;  Forrest  Cam  160;  Twila 
May  l60. 

VAN  REED,  Stanley  Wallace  71. 

WATSON,  Georgia  Eldene  98-99* 

WELLS,  May  30. 

WEECH,  Delores  Leah  72;  Mary  Catherine  72;  Stephen  Hal  72;  Viola  Rae  72;  Wm. 
Joseph  72. 

WHITCOMB,  Abin  Bird  89-118;  Aina  Merle  118-119;  Ben j .  Olney  118-122;  Chas .  Ray 
122;  Claud  Francis  89-109;  Claud  Perry  110;  Donald  Craig  123;  Donald  Dale 
123;  Effie  Evelyn  98;  Eliz.  Effie  89-106;  Eva  Vera  118;  Felva  Blanche  109- 
111;  Frances  Marie  114-117;  Gail  124-130;  Gail  Hiram  89-124;  Gladys  Mary 
124-127 ;  Gleela  Maud  114-115;  James  Howard  122;  Jerrian  130;  Jessie  Evelyn 
114-116;  Karen  Joyce  123;  Larkin  Dealton  89-98;  Larry  Dale  123;  Lillian 
Eugenia  89-99;  Loyd  Earl  109-110;  Manful  Amos  118-122;  Margaret  Clarice  113. 
114;  Maud  Frances  89-150;  Robert  Howard  110;  Robert  Lee  (Pete)  122;  Rose 
Edith  110-111;  Thelma  Leona  113;  Thomas  Leland  130;  Toliver  Brown  89-113 . 
WILLIAMS,  Dennis  Ray  73;  Philip  Lee  73. 

WILSON,  Barbara  Lynn  115;  Gary  Douglas  65;  Jacqueline  Jean  115-116; 
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WILSON,  Joan  Geraldine  115-116;  Peggy  Catheryn  115;  Rollo  Edward  115;  Tommy 


King  65. 

WRIGHT,  Ronald  116. 


- 
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